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A.GAIN  must  the  reader  bc  contented 
vith  my  pcn^  in  order  to  supply  the  io- 
terrupted  course  of  Miss  Cowley's  letters. 
From  the  period  already  describcd  the 
lovers  were  ieft  to  their  own  diacre- 
don,  and  the  direction  of  Counsellor 
Steadman  j  who,  availing  himself  of  Mr* 
Sinclair's  infoimationj  decidedly  sup- 
poited  them  in  their  attachment;  and» 
in  the  word>  of  the  fond  fatbcr,  *<  fae- 
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came  a  teacher  of  doctrines^  AVhich  had 
silenced  his  authority.if  chey  had  not  con- 
vincefl  his  conscience/*  -  As  this  wak  satd 
ivith  an  acquiescent  sipile^  it  was  under- 
stood.  Besidesthis  noother  consequence 
resulted  from  Mr.  Sinclair's  letter,as  Miss 
Co^^ey  gave  her  lover  tö  understand,  that 
«hc  meant  not  to  marry  tili  Mr.  Flamall's 
power  had  ceased.  She  urged  this  point 
with  her  usual  disinterested  spirit.  «'I  will 
bemistress  ofmyself  and  my  fortune/*  said 
she,  *'  and  manifest  to  thc  world  my  own 
judgment,  in  selecting  a  man  worthy  of 
tK>th.  I  can  be  .as  proiid  as  Mr.  Hard- 
castle,  and  I  can  have  my.  scruples :  my 
hüsband  shall  not  lose  an  ample  inherit* 
ancc,because  a  glrl  is  impatient  tp  bear  his 
name.  We  shall  bc  happy ;  in  the  mean 
timc,  you  my  Horace  are  engaged  in  the 
sacred  duties  of  friendship :  perscvere,  and. 
irst  assured  of  Rachel  Cotviey's  faith  and 
Jbvel'* 
"  It  U  to  bc  r^retted^  that^  fromtnotivc» 
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of  delicacjr»  Mr. 
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but  lamcat  das 

cscapes    me  of 

so  boldij  and 

''a  man  in 

Had  no 
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confidence  in  h\s  principles^  as  vcll  as  in 
bis  superior  advantagcs  in  learning^  assi« 
duously  profited  JTrom  the  lessons  of  a 
guide  too  honest  to  betray^  and  too  quick- 
s^hted  to  be  betrayed* 

Rational  lovc-lettew,  in  a  novcl,  i»ight> 
perbaps^  with  some  sort  of  readers^  have 
been  deemed  an  equivalent  fot  the  absence 
of  the  marvellous ;  and  sensible  as  I  am 
and  must  be  of  the  deficiency  of  xny  work 
in  this  respect,  I  have  ui^ed  my  request 
with  persevering  importunity^  although 
without  success«  ,  To  my  plea,  that 
Mr.  Hardcastle^s  letters  would^  at  least„ 
give  novelty  to  my  novel,  I  am  told,  that 
a  lover  with  bis  eyes  open  would  be  the 
disgrace  of  a  circulating  library^  and  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  writer^s  fame  as  a  novc- 
list ;  and  in  reply  to  the  obvious  dcfect  of  a 
work  stripped  of  its  essential  supp>ort,  I 
am  advised  humbly  to  request  my  young 
fcmale  readersi  to  supply  this  deficiency 
by  rcading  thcir  own  billet-douxj  which^ 
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I  am  assured^  will  give  all  the  interest  to 
the  work  so  anxiously  desiredr  '*  Be  con- 
tcnted  with  the  title  of  a  faithful  historian^ 
though  perhaps  to  somCf  a  dull  atory  tdU 
Icr/'  added  Mr.  Hardcastlc.  "You  have^in 
my  opinioiij  said  enough  ofyourheroineto 
convince  your  readers  that  shc  could  noC 
love  a  fool  or  a  coxcomb.  Leave  me  to 
the  enjoyment  qf  this  convlction»  I  am  M 
little  qualified  for'thc  hcro  of  a  populär  na- 
vel^  as  you  are  for  writing  a  fashionable 
one.  With  the  materials  before  yoUj  you 
may  produce  an  offering  to  common  sense  ; 
but  my  letters  would  ncither  lull  to  slcep 
a  craving  imagination,  nor  excite  the  sen- 
libility  of  any  *  Miss  Lydia  Languish/ 
They  were  dictated  by  truth  and  sinccrity^ 
and  addressed  to  a  reasonable  being»  My 
glory  is  confined  to  one  conclusion ;  and 
the  conqueror  of  worlds  is  unenvied  !  HO'* 
race  Hardcastle  was  beloved  by  a  virtuous 
woman ;  and  that  woman  wa.t  Rachel 
G>wley  l  Surely  this  will  satisfy  your  read- 
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Jtrsl  Ifit  docs  not,  I  pity  them  5  noT  can 
^pur  honest  heart  reform  them.**  I  gave 
up  the  contest ;  for  his  manly  face  glowed 
.with  conscious  worth,  and  contented  am- 
jbition.  Having  again  found  the  thread 
of  my  narrative^  I  once  more  re*as«umc 
sxty  pleafiing  task* . 


LETTEEXXXn. 

0 

From  Miss  Coxvley  to  Miss  Hardcasik. 

liETTERS  are  arrived,  my  dear  Lucy, 
from  our  Island.  Fortunately,  I  was  at  the 
Abbey  when  they  werc  read  at  the  hall.  I 
jrejoice  that  it  so  happened,  for  I  am  yet  but 
ft  novicc  incounterfeiting;  and  you  will 
judge  that  the  Contents  of  these  letters  re- 
quircd  on  niy  part  a  complete  command  of 
my  features«  On  rot  Urning  home  to  sup* 
per  I  found  the  Baronet  alone,  and  his  air 
more  disturbed  than  I  liked;    ^<  I  am  glad 
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r 

H  you  are  rctumed,"  said  he^  with  eagerness, 

■  *«  We  have  been  very  much  surprised  to- 

■  day  ;  and  Miss  Flint  Is  seriously  indispos- 

■  ed  bj  ihe  intclligcncc  we  havc  had  from 
I  Jamaica.     The  history  of  ihc  secret  marri- 

■  age  followcd.     Lady  Maclairn,"  continu- 

■  cd  he,  "  entreats  you  will  excuse  her  ap- 
pcaring  to-night.  She  is  much  displeased 
wich  her  son's  conduct  in  the  cburse  of  this 
business.  She  thinks  he  has  been  dcficient 
on  the  point  of  honour  with  you.  He  ought 
to  have  proclaimcd  bis  engagement  the  mo- 
ment  he  heard  of  Mr.  Cowley's  inteiitions 
inhis  favour,'* — "He  actcdfrom  an  opinion 
much  more  delicate,"  rcplied  I,  "  for  fee 
gave  me  credit  for  sentinwnt»  correspond^ 
ing  with  bis  own,  and  he  judged  perfecta 
xight  in  teavii^  to  Mr.  Flatnatl  a  business 
of  his  own  forging,  and  in  whieh  we  bad 
nothiDg  Co  do.  But."  continued  I,  **  frcm» 
your  stateramt  of  this  aifair  as  ic  relates  t<> 
Mr.  Philip  Flinr.theireappearsbutifttkfbr 
w^xeu   Hi&brotherapprovesofhificbokc 


10  lADT    MACIAIRN» 

you  say  ?*• — ^^  Ycs/^  replied  the  Baronet, 
*5he  speaks  warmly  in  praiseof  the  lad/;  and 
the  romance  is  likely  to  finish  better  thai> 
most  of  those  in  which  Cupid  is  prime  mi- 
nister. Even  his  mdher  woutd  be  satisfied 
with  the  denokemeni\'were  shc  left  to  her- 
seif;  but  Mr.  Flamall  is  oflfended^  and 
we  dare  not  be  placabk/'  Sir  Murdocb 
coloured»  I  «miled^  and  observed  that  he 
vouldbe  polite,  and  bend  tothe  riaing  for-> 
tunc  of  his  nephew.  "  You  do  not  yet  kno\^ 
himj**  an&wered  he  with  agitation.  ••  In- 
deed  I  do,**  answcrcd  I  with  gaiety^  "  and 
jbad  1  known  his  nephe^^  we  would  have 
effectu^Iy  cured  him  of  match-making  by 
our  Joint  labours.  I  am  bnly  angry  that  i 
have  had  so  little  share  in  his  present  de- 
feat.'*  The  conversation  next  turned  ot% 
Miss  Flint*s  vexation  and  grief^  of  which 
we  both  erroneously  judged  as  it  will  ap- 
pear  hereafter; 

Im  the  morning>  the  incomprchcnsiblc 
JLady  Maclairn  appeared  with  a  £tceas  pale 
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an  death^  and  with  solemnity  of  manner» 
though  wkh  great  compösure,  shethus  ad. 
dressed  me»  <<  It  is  with  mucfa  satisfaction^ 
my  dear  Miss  Cowley^  that  I  am  able  to 
recall  tomy  memory  my  perfectsubmission 
to  your  request  and  Sir  M urdoch's  wishe«» 
I  have  not  importuned  you  on  the  subjcct 
of  my  son's  pretcnaions»  I  rgoiced  zt 
the  Prohibition^  whkh  pkased  me  a&  much 
as  yoursetf.  I  was^  not  a  stranger  to  my 
brother's  ambitious  and  sanguine  prospects 
fbr  hts  nephew ;  but  it  ^as  not  so  clear  ta 
me  that  Philip would  always  remaindocile 
to  his  projectÄ.  The  late  cvent  has  con- 
vinced  methat  I  jndgcd  rightly,.  And  all 
1  have  now  to  wish  is,  that  my  son's  mode 
of  effecting  his  happiness  may  turn  out 
better    than  the  schemcs   of  his   uncle.'* 

Never  doubt  it,  madam,"  said  1  eagerly  ; 

at  any  rate  he  will  be  happy  for  a  season, 
and  that  is  more  than  his  uncle  could  makc 
him.  But  what  says  Miss  Flint  to  this 
love  match  ?*'  "She  has  shown  herafFcction 
cn  this  occasion/*  replicd  her  Ladyship* 


«4 
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•*My  brother,  by  his  Violeat  invcctivcs^  h^ 
raLsed  an  antagonist  where  he  expected  an 
auxiliary.  She  is  more  oiFended  by  Mr* 
Flamall's  rescntment  than  by  her  brother's 
^mprudence^  and  only  laments  his  not  havr 
ing  confided  to  her  the  secret  of  his  heart» 
She  foresees  that  Oliver  Flint's  kindness  and 
generosity  yfiH  give  him  claims  unfriendly 
to  her  wishes ;  and  she  deplores  the  loss  of 
her  favourite^  a3  fatal  to  her  hopes,  I  ha ve^ 
as  usualj  suppressed  my  fe'elings  ~on  this 
«ubject.  I  was  never  -  judgcd  cbmpetent 
to  the  concerns  of  this  child's  establish- 
ment  in  the  world.  I  bless  God  that  he  has 
cscaped  the  pernicious  consequences  of  be- 
log niade  of  too  much  importance.  If  he 
be  happy,  I  shall  be  satisfied."  She  drew 
her  son's  letter  from  her.  pocket :  it  was 
likc  most  of  those  which  are  written  on 
»uch  occasions.  The  old  man's  pleased 
me  better ;  it  is  addressed  to  Miss  Flint, 
and  exhibits  a  cheerful  mind  and  a  benevo- 
lent  heart.  He  begs  her  good  offices  to 
lecondle  X^y  Maclaini's  ta  the  marriag^ 
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and  adds  that  Philip,  by  his  timidity  and 
secreey,  had  lost  one  child  which  might 
have  been  saved,  and  with  hlm,  that  was 
his  grcatest  fault ;  for  that  he  had  got  a 
wife  who  pleascd  him,  and  every  othcr 
friend,  except  Mr.  Flamall ;  "  but  I  shall 
take  care,"  adds  he,  "  to  scttle  thatgentle- 
man'sfuturccontroul  ovcrmychildren,  Yoil 
would  be  as  fond  of  the  little  wifc  äs  wc 
are.  my  dear  LucretJa/'  continues  thc  good 
man,  "  if  you  knew  her;  she  is  a  pretty, 
amiable  creature,  and  has  won  my  heart  al- 
ready.  I  trust  1  ahall  live  to  sharc  the 
happiness  to  which  I  have  been  useful. 
Philip  is  a  worthy  lad,  and  heis  my  pecu-» 
.  liar  care :  have  no  fears  for  him,  for  he  Xt 
able  to  walk  alone,  we  want  no  tutors.  So 
you  may  teil  Mr.  Flamall,  if  you  picase: 
and  Philip's  mother  may  rest  satisfied  that 
his  conduct  is  such  as  retlects  no  dishonour 
on  his  character.  I  could  say  more,  but  ic 
is  needless.  We  are  all  happy  ac  prcsent, 
thanks  to  Providencc  I" 


I  obscrvcd  that  Mr.  Oliver  Flint^s  fct-. 
ter  was  a  satisfactory  one.  "  Ccrtainly,** 
replied  shc,  ^*  as  far  as  k  gocs ;  but  thcre 
is  yet  sccrecy  in  the  business,  and  with  me 
conccalmeAt  portcnds  dar^er/*  She  wa» 
summoned  to  Miss  Flint^who  is'  still  mueh« 
indisposed.  I  am  going  to  ramble  with 
the  Baronct. 

(/«  continuation*) 

— Last  night  after  supper  Lady  M ac- 
lairn  again  brought  forward  her  son*s 
marriage,  •^  I  could  have  wished^*'  said 
she,  turning  to  me,  **  that  Philip  had 
been  more  explicrt  in  regard  to  hia  en- 
gagements  with  his  uncle.  I  cannot  but 
think  he  was  very  wrong  in  permitting 
my  brother,  for  an  instant,  to  entertain 
the  hopes  he  did ;  and  however  these 
hopes  stood  removed  from  every  chancc 
of  succccding,  yet  I  am  certain  that  Mf * 
Flamall  will  be  painfully  afFeCted  by  a 
concealment,  which  he  will  judge  an 
indelible   disgrace   on    Philipps  honour# 
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He  certainly  ought  to  have  pfeventcd  his 
uncle^s  entertaining  the  prospects  be  has 
done/*  *'  I  will  have  no  judgment  passed 
on  pty  l&oer/*  replied  I^  vidi  unai&cted 
gaiety ;  **  all  stratagem»  are  tawful  under 
unusorped  power  r  and  tili  I  can  discover 
a  better  reason  for  my  censure  than  his 
keeping  his  own  secreti^J  shall  esteem  Mr«r 
Philip  Flint.**  "  I  have,however,  often  rc- 
flectcd/*  Said  Sir  Murdoch,  '*that  in  'these 
secret  engs^ements^  there  is  one  danger 
which  is  rarely  insisted  on.  We  can  expa^ 
tiate  on  the  evils  of  what  are  justly  call- 
cd  imprudent  marri^es,  and  inconsiderate 
conncxions ;  but  we  seldom  think  of  the 
deviations  from  the  read  of  truth  which 
they  necessarily  force  the  unwary  to  tread. 
The  plots  and  contrivances,  the  duplicity 
and  dcceit,  which  ordinarily  enter  into  a 
youthful  intrigue,  are  in  my  opinion  more 
serious  evils,  than  the  difficulties  so  com« 
monly  annexed  to  a  love  maicbi  as  such- 
ciandestine  engagements  are  called.    The 
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native  mnocCiXc  and  rcctitudc  of  the  mind 
is  broken  into ;  dcccit  is  become  familiär^ 
and  has  been  found  useful  to  the  purpose  of 
the  passions  ;  and  it  ought  not  to  surprise 
any  onc,  that  ayoung  man,  or  a  youngwo- 
man,  who  has  attained-  the  desircd  objcct 
by  the  road  of  contrivancc  and  impositibn, 
should  continue  to  profit  by  their  ac- 
quaintance  with  them,  whenever  it  suiti 
their  views  or  inclinations.** 

Never  shall  I  forget  the  countenance  of 
Lady  Maclairn  l  Sbe  had  her  eycs  fixed, 
and  her  brows  elevated  ;  her  breath  wa$ 
Short,  and  her  colour  forsook  her,  but  as 
it  appeared  in  spots  on  her  bosom.  God 
knows  whethcr  I  judged  right,  but  I  hesi- 
tated  not  a  moment.  I  rose  abruptly,  and 
brushing  her  neck  with  my  hand,  I  said, 
•*  It  is  not  a  spider.**  She  made  no  reply, 
tut  drank  somc  water  from  the  glass  be- 
fore  her.  Malcoln>,praising  my  courage,and 
gently  reproving  his  mother's  dread  of  so 
harmles&an  insect^  insisted  an  her  drinkingf 
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some  winc.  She  compficd,  and  in  a  tone  of 
ill-afFected  gaiety  drank  tolier  delivem:  and 
1  am  persuaded,  Lucy,  that  for  thc  moment 
Iwas  her  deliverer.  Mrs.  Allen  observed 
her  extreme  distress  as  well  as  myself/  and 
our  reasönings  are  endless.  Wc  know  not 
the  heart  of  Lady  Maclaim  !  Receivc  thc 
affectionate  ßirewell  of  mine  vrhich  you  da 
know^in  all  its  weaknesses  and  wandering?» 

Rachel  Cowliy» 


LETTER  XXXIII. 

Trom  Miss  Cowley  to  Miss  Hardcastle. 

So  so !  Ethusiasm  has  her  votaries,  I  find, 
even  at  Heathcot  l  Let  me  sce  :  you  say  in 
your  last,  '*  my  father  entirely  agrees  with 
you,  my  dear  Rachel,that  Miss  Howard  i& 
not  an  object  for  the  libertine's  rüde  gaze, 
nor  for  the  assaults  of  an  unfceling  world.*' 
**  You  have  not  been  more  generous  than 
discriminating,&c.**  Mr.  Sedley^too ;  weil* 
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ift^hat  does  Mr.  Sedley  think  of  this  girl  ? 
Why^that  "thc  caskct  is  worthy  of  ihe  pure 
gern  it  incloses  ;"  and  then  comes  the  sober 
praise  of  Lucy  Hardcastlc,  *'  Mary  How« 
ard  is  nature^s  master-piece."  I  amsatüsfied» 
and  leave  you  to  dccide  on  my  taknts  fi)r 
hyperbole.  Dkl  I  not  teil  you  that  I  "w» 
dcscribing  s(^mith$ng  aioje  worthy  of  my 
pen  than  beauty  ? — but  I  will  spare  you« 

I  8U[>pose  Eliza,  sends  you  the  parish 
newst  Has  she  informed  Mary  of  the  direful 
cffects  which  the  dcath  of  Mrs»  Snughead» 
and  the  recent  advice  of  the  good  health 
and  expected  arrival  of  herson  and  h^r 
have  produccd  on  her  inconsolabU  busband  ? 
In  spite  of  his  urait  lacings  the  gout  found 
its  way  to  his  stomach»  and  he  has  had  a 
very  narrow  escape.  He  basbeen  advised 
to  go  to  Bath ;  and  we  have  got  a  curatc» 
who  will  correct  me  in  my  late  idle  habit 
of  breaking  the  Sabbath ;  for  he  is>  I  am 
told,  a  very  ingenious  and  worthy  young 
man. 
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Mrs.  Warner  ina  walk  wiib  Mrs.  Allen 
has  unburdened  her  mind,  and  in  her  owit 
words  *'  she  is  out  of  alt  patience  ^  to  see 
her  lady  making  hersdf  miserable  far  w- 
fbing.  •*  Her  spirits  wcre  low  enough  bcw 
fore^  for  she  had  been  well  humblcd^  abouf 
Miss  Mary/*  continued  Warner^  ••  and 
jiow  she  is  quice  broken  hearted»  poor 
soul  i  This  marriage»  Mrs.  Allen^  will  be 
the  first  nail  in  my  poor  lady's  coffin.** 
•*  Why  should  you  think  so  ?**  obsenred 
Mrs.  Allen.  ^*  His  brother  is  pfeased  with 
the  lady  he  has  chosen»  and  all  will  be 
well."  ''  This  is  what  I  teil  her,  Madam/*^ 
replied  the  honest  woman,  *•  and  besides 
that,  I  have  ventured  to  say,  that  Mr.  Fla- 
mall will  not  darc  to  tutor  the  young  gen- 
tleman,  now  he  is  marricd  and  master  of 
himself,  as  one  may  say,  as  he  dtd  here,. 
and  my  lady  aeknowledged  that  was  a 
comfort  to  her,  although  she  could  not  see 
him.  There  is  the  rub,  Madam  ;  she  doats 
upon  this  young  man^  and  bctween  our* 
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selvcs  it  is  a  great  pity ;  for  notwich« 
Standing  heisa  very  fine  looking  young 
gentleman,  and  a  sweet  tempered  on^  to 
boot,  yet  there  arc,  as  I  say,  those  as  goodj^ 
who  want  her  money  more  thari  he  does  i 
for  she  teils  me,  he  will  have  every  Shil- 
ling of  Mr.  Oliver's  fortune,  and  that  he 
has  already  given  him  a  fine  plantation» 
and  I  know  not  how  inany  poor  negroes. 
A  good  deed  for  them,poor  soulsl  for  Mr., 
Philip  is  a  tender-hearted  man/*  r*lt  was, 
however,  wrong  to  enter  into  an  engage« 
ment  of  this  sort,  without  Consulting  his 
friends/*  observed  Mrs.  Allen;  ^'and  still 
worse,  not  to  confess  his  marriage  before 
he  quitted  his  family."  "  To  be  sure  it 
was^**  answered  she,  ^'  but  if  you  knew 
the  temper  of  his  uncle,  it  would  not  sur* 
prise  you.  He  contrived  to  be  master 
bere,  though  every  one  feared  and  hated 
him."  "Not  Miss  Flint/*  said  Mrs. Allen, 
smiling :  ^'  I  have  been  told  hc  was  a  fa- 
vouritc  with  her."  "  So  have  I  an  hundred 
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times,"^  replied  Wamer ;  •*  but  her  lovc 
was  •  wom  out,  bcfore  I  came  to  thc  half^ 
and  that  is  nine  years  ago.  No>  no :  it 
was  always  clear  to  me  how  he  managed 
to  keep  his  footing  here.  Whenever  anf 
dispute  arose,  and  there  was  no  lack  of 
them«  he  used  to  threaten  to  take  away  ] 
Philip  from  the  hall  and  carry  him  to 
America  or  France  •  and  my  Lady  know- 
ing  he  cpuld  do  as  he  pleased  with  his  poor. 
dejected  sister»  was  always  afraid  that  he 
would  take  from  her  this  darling  and  com« 
fort  of  her  life.  I  am  no  fool,  Madam  ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  worid  has 
been  much  mistaken  in  regard  to  Miss 
Flint's  liking  Mr.  Flamall.  She  loves  no- 
thing,  nor  any  one  on  earth  but  her  bro- 
ther  Philip.  This  very  morning  she  cried 
as  though  her  heart  was  breaking;  and 
Said,  all  was  lost  to  her.  '  Why,  my  dear 
Madam»*  said  1,'  you  gricve  more  than  his 
mother  does ;  she  hopes  to  see  him  again^ 
and  why  should  you  despair  V    She  shook 
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iier  head  and  said,  ^  you  know  not^  Way^ 
ncr,  what  I  Mijfer/  Foorsoull  I  6» 
know  s  bat  her  frecting  will  ncver  eure 
h^  grievancci  and  after  all;  yoa  will  ifc*« 
knowledge«  Madam«  ihat  her  coroplaint 
does  not  shorten  life#  To  be  aure»  the  un«» 
lucl^  blow  sfae  recrived  when  getting  to 
her  room^in  the  conl^tiaion  which  foUowcd 
Miss  Howard's  fwiting,  haa  noe  inended 
.  matters ;  but  time  and  patieoce  may ;  and 
if  she  would  be  governed  by  me,  and  ieave 
off  that  pernicious  rum  and  water^sfae  inight 
get  better;  but  between . cmrselves  she 
yields  more  and  more  to  the  habit,  and  tfaat 
only  infiames  the  wound^  and  she  sufiera 
what  woukl  kill  a  horse«  ^'  She  is  happy 
atleast  in  having  so' faithful  a  domestic  aa 
yourself  near  her/'  observed  Mrs«  Allen. 
w  I  believe  she  thinks  so/*  answered  the 
good  creature^  **  for  although  she  is  an  odd 
woman»  and  commonly  thougbt  a  very 
bad  tempered  one^  1  have  found  her  gene« 
roua  to  me«  She  has  bcen  a  disappointed 
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vornan  too  thac  is  certiin;  but  I  soon 
discovcred  that  she  knew  who  did  thctr 
äuty  ;  and  as  I  faithfully  performed  mme 
in  thc  hope  of  being  approved  by  a  master, 
«ho  knows  no  distinctions  wiih  bis  ser- 
vanrs.  I  have  neither  feared  her  nor  flat- 
rered  her ;  my  character  will  always 
«opport  mc  ;  for  I  ncver  lived  but  at  the 
hall  and  with  one  other  family,  wheic  1  am 
surc  of  favour  whenever  1  ask  it.  Sixteen 
jrears  apcnt  with  lady  Grenvillc  will  get  mc 
apiaceanyhourofthe  day,though  she  is  in 
her  gravcu  "  Varner  yielded  to  her  grati- 
tude  and  afTection,  and  the  conversation, 
finished  with  the  character  of  this  lady. 
Adieiriny  friend  !  my  sister  I  judgc  of  my 
aflfectioa  by  tbat  vhkh  thou  cherishest  foc 
tby 

BACBKL  cewLsr* 
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Frorn  ihe  samt  to  the  same* 

JDELIEVE  me,niy  dear  friend,  the  slight 
Indisposition  which  thatChitAlien  has  mag«» 
iiified  into  a  dangerous  fever,  was  shorter 
induratioh  than  the  alarm  she  so  incau« 
tiously  produced  at  Heathcot.  It  is  trüc 
that,  in  order  to  please  Lady  Maclairn  aiidl 
to  satisfy  nny  nurse,  I  submittcd  to  the 
penance  of  keeping  my  bed  for  two  days  and 
have  for  some  ;days  sincc,  been  pent  up 
in  my  own  apartment.  It  does  youth  and 
vigour  no  härm,  to  häVe  from  time  to  time 
suc  h  gentle  lessons  as  the  one  I  have  been 
taught,  of  the  fallacy  and  fragility  of  life; 
but  with  the  cordials  of  kindhess  and- atten- 
tion which  I  have  receivcd,  th«  only  remain* 
ing  doubt  is  whether  I  shall  think  of  it  to 
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amy  purpose.  Sir  Murdoch,  my  first 
physician  at  present,  or  rather  my  only 
one,  is  accused  of  being  like  too  many  of 
his  medical  brethren,  uiiwilling  to  pro- 
nouncethe  patient  well,  from  his  relishof^ 
his  fee.  ßut  this  is  pure  malicc;  and  a 
scandal  fabricated  by  Mrs,  Heartley,  out 
of  rcvenge  ;  because  he  prcferred  sharing 
'  with  me  a  new  book,  to  dining  wiih  her  j 
alieging  also,  that  as  she  had  allurcd  my 
nurse  from  her  charge,  it  behoved  him  to 
watch  me.  You  will  do  wisely,  mydcar 
Lucy,  to  consider  the  d^i-cfa- of  this  tre- 
mcndous  f^ycr»  during  wbich  MfSi  Auen 
leaves  nie  to  amusc  herseif.  But  these 
romantic  girls  !  they  so  dcarly  love  ihc , 
pathetic,  that  they  are  never  to  be  trlistcd 
with  a  plain  tale.  Now  I,  being  a  mcre 
matter  of  fact  correspondent ;  and  who,  in 
two  lines,  had  I  bcen  permitted,  would 
havc  told  you  that  I  had  got  a  seyere  cold ; 
now  as  frankly  avow,  that  I  have  had  a 
fcver-fit,  to  thc  fuJl  as  patbeiic  as  any  which. 

VOL.  III.  .» 
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AUen's  imagination  pictured  to  you.  But 
as  it  happens  to  be  one  of  that  sort 
which  is  contagious,  I  beg  you  to  bcprc- 
pared  for  a  quick  pulse, and  an  aching  head, 
on  perusing  the  encioscd  narration.  I  havc 
paid  the  tribute;  and  havc  calmed  my 
spirits,  by  writing  to  my  Horace^  Adieu, 
pourleprisent. 

(In  Contimiation') 
When  Mrs.  Allen  left  mc,  for  her  walk 
and  her  day's  holiday,  Sir  Murdoch  took 
his  seatopposite  tome.  I  was  making 
some  artificial  flowers  for  Lady  Maclaim's 
vases..  The  baronet  was  amused  by  seeing 
me,  as  he  said  **rival  Flora;"  and  wc 
chatted  sorrie  little  time  over  the  work.  At 
length  his  silence  to  a  question  of  mine  di- 
verted  my  attention  from  my  employmcnt, 
and  looking  at  him.  I  found  he  was  fallen 
into  one  of  his  absent  fits,  and  as  usual,  häd 
his  cyes  fixed  on  me,  with  that  expression 
of  sadncss  so  ptculiarly  touching.  ''Comc, 
my  good  friend/*  said  I  with  checrfulncissj 
*<  do  not  suppose^I  shall  permit  you  to  1)0 
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idie  ;  either  takc  up  thc  book,  or  wind  this 
skain  of  silk  for  mc.**  He  smiled  and  took 
the  silk.  ''  Take  hced  you  do  not  cntan- 
gle  it,  •'  said  I,  assisting  for  a  niomenc  in 
thc  Operation,  **  it  is  wofully  rufflcd/'  "It 
rcsembles  moreclosely/*  replied  hccalmly, 
and  proceeding  cautiously  in  bis  task,  '^thc 
webof  my  thought«  ^vhich  youintcrruptcd.'* 
But  I  had  found  the  clue^  thät  had  made  all 
smooth  within,  and  ^^  ith  patiencc  I  shall 
succeed  in  tbh  busincss. 

*'I  was  thinking,  my  dear  Miss  Cowley/* 
continucd  hc/'when  you  called  mc  to  order, 
of  thosc  means  which  Providencc  employs 
for  its  gracious  parposes  of  mcrcy  and  de- 
liverance,  to  bcings  like  oursclves,  who  in 
the  impcrfect  State  in  which  we  are  placed, 
with  all  thc  rcason  of  which  so  many  boast, 
neither  can  provide  for  our  own  good,  nor 
prcvcnt  a  furure  evil  :  I  was  tracing  thc 
chain  of  events  which  in  their  conscquences 
wcre  appointcd  to  heal  my  woundcd  mind  5 
and  wiih  these  considerations,  entercd  the 
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sense  of  my  own  shoft-sightedncss,and  Op- 
position to  the  intended  rcmedy;  myrepug- 
nance  to  Mr^Flamairs  ofFers^ of  placing  you 
here ;  thedread  ofseeingyou ;  and  thc  pain- 
ful  st  ruggles  I  had  in  conquering  my  aversion 
to  the  journey  to  town,  As  these  cireum- 
stances  arose  to  my  memory,  I  experienced 
the  truth  and  vexation  they  had  caused  me ; 
and  I  doubt  not  my  countenance  indicated 
to  you  that  l  was  disturbed.  But  what 
will  you  think  whcn  I  teil  you,  that  the 
first  view  of  you  was  to  me  accompanied 
with  an  anguish  of  soul  unutterable,  and 
which  it  makes  me  faint  even  to  think  of  ? 
Yet,  my  dcar  Miss  Cowley,  you  were  thc 
angci  of  mcrcy  sent  to  heal  me,  you  spoke, 
you  smiied,  I  heard  your  voice,  the  storm 
of  conflicting  sorrows  was  hushcd,  my  soul 
was  entranced  in  bliss  ;  for  I  imagined  that 
I  saw  before  memy  sainted  Matilda«  This 
lady  was  my  early  love,  my  affianced  wife, 
the  pride,  the  glöry  of  my  race!  the 
abject  with  which  tny  life^  my  konour^and 
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my  afFcction  were  inseparably  connected  ! 
Listen  tonie,"   added  he  wich  solcmnity, 
observing  that   I    was  disturbed,    •*  your 
influcnce  over  me  has  not  been  efFected  by 
your  attractive  beauty  :    neither  your  un- 
derstanding,  your  native  Cheerfulness,   nor 
yourtender  compassion^would  havereachcd 
my  torpid  heart  ^  and   extinguished  sensa« 
tions.     It  was  your  resemblanceto     bis 
Portrait,  Miss  Cowley,  that  burst'asunder 
the  chains  which   had  weighcd  mf  down, 
and  that  spoke peace  to  my  harassed  spirit/' 
He  drcw   from   his  bosom   the  mtniature 
picturc  of  a  young  lady  ;  and  presenting  it 
to  me  addcd,   that  his  wife  had  been  sur- 
priscd  by  my  striking  likencss  to  it.     The 
painting  was  enamelled  and  highly  finish- 
ed  ;   and    the  face   was,    to  «peak    frank!/, 
lovely.      ''  1  am  disqualified  for  a  judge/* 
Said  I,  examining  ic ;  *'were  it  Icss  bcautiful, 
I   might  allov/  my  vanity  indulgence,   and 
honestly  confess,  that,    I  x  think  it  does  ,re- 
semble  a  miniature  of  me,  drawn  when  last 
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1  was  in  London,  for  a  fricnd;  bqt  this  lady 
Mas  a  much  fairer  woman  than  I  am."  "Not 
US  she  appearcd  when  I  knew  her/*  an- 
swered  he,  repfacing  the  picture;  *'  health 
and  excrcisc  had  givcn  such  tints  to  her 
complexion  as  no  colours  I  could  employ 
M  crc  able  to  rcach.  How  many  times  have 
I  had  reason  to  regret  the  attainmcnt  which 
gavc  to  my  aching  eyes  this  faint  mcmorial 
of  her  charms  !  Every^  timc  I  surveyed  this 
picture  was  a  momeht  placed  to  the  account 
of  misery,  tili  I  saw  you  :  but  nöw  it  is 
my  consolation  to  compare  its  features  with 
yours.  I  know  whaf^ou  think,  but  ia 
pity  to  my  infirmity  sufFer  me  to  cnjoy  the 
delusion,  which  lulls  me  to  repose.  You 
have  no  parents  living.  Lct  me  call  you 
rinughier.  Such,  had  heaveh  permitted  our 
Union,  would  have  been  Matilda's  child; 
such,  the  image  of  herseif,  might  she  have 
bequeathcd  me,  had  " — He  could  not  pro- 
ceed  ;  but  bur^ting  into  tears  he  covercd 
bis  face,      "  Call   me   by   any    title  that 
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pieases  you,"  said  I ;  "  none  ihat  you  will 
give  me  can  express  morc  rcvercnce  and  cs~ 
tcem  than  I  haveforyou.  Buttorendcryour 
daughtcr  happy,  you  miist  be  Icäs  suscep- 
lible  to  impressions  so  unfriendly  to  your 
heakh  and  comforts,"  "  They  havcccased 
to  bt  afflicrive,"  answcrcd  hc  ;  "  for  I  can 
now  say  with  Job,  *  My  sorrpws  carae  in 
Upon  me  as  a  wide  brcaking  in  of  waters ; 
in  the  dcsolation  tbcy  roUcd  themselvcs 
üpon  me ;  buc  my  deliverer  was  ac  my  righl 
band  to  save  me.'  His  arm  of  mercy  has 
been  srretchcd  out  for  mc  also,  and  *  I  will 
praise  him  whibt  I  havc  my  btriiig,'  But 
Ict  metrü  my  chÜähcrfalbei 's  slory,"  addcd 
hc  pcnsively  sir.iling. — "  Another  tJmc," 
replied  I,  "  will  be  better  for  us  both." 
"  Do  you  think  so?"  answered  bc  with  a 
sigh,  "  thcn  it  shall  bc  so  ;  but  1  should 
like  you  to  kiiow  the  man  before  you,  and 
whom  you  permit  to  call  you  daiigbttr .  It 
would  relieve  my  mind  to  give  you  a  per- 


3f2  LADY^MACLAIHV, 

tion  of  its  bürden.**'    I  could  not  refusc 
thjfi  appeal,  and  he  procceded. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  ÄIACrjllRN  FAMILY. 

**  My  fathcr,"  said  Sir  Murdoch,  "was  onc 
ofthose  men  who  could  not  abandon  thcir 
unfortunate  nnonarch  in  the  year  171 5,  and 

he  was  onc  also  of  that  faithful  band  who 

■^     ■ 

saw  their  own  ruin  in  the  fall  of  the  Stuart 
linc. 

**  He  fled  toFrance,  aftcr  cvery  hope  wa» 
lost,  and  there  he  cntered  into  a  regiment 
chiefly  composed  of  men  like  himself,  and 
whose  loyalty  and  courage  have  well  re^ 
compensed  the  country  which  then  shelter- 
cd  and  fed  them.  With  the  rank  of  captajn, 
and  an  unsullied  name^hesoon  aftermarried 
a  young  lady,  whose  fortune  was  similar  to 
his  own.  Her  fathcr  was  major  in  the  samc 
Corps  ;  but  unable  to  bear  the  reverse  of 
fortune,  or  borne  down  by  the  fetigues  hc 
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iiad  cncounter«^d  mite  ro]^i  cätt^^ 

rnid  left  hfildftught«  to  a  Macl»m*^~Sir 

Mujtiedi  rose,  and  paced  the  röom — *f  I 

trat  the  oüly  fiuit  of  this  marriage/*^    i^ 

•uined  he)^  «^  mother  I  do  not  rei^^ 

for .  I  was  <>iify  thret'  yän  otd  wheli  my 

fitth^  tost  thi»  prdp  of  hkearthly  comfortti 

bi^  iMi  taugte  .fiiefo  retetc  her  name^. 

•  ^^During  ehe  contcsc  for  ddminion^  to 

whkhl  havtf  aircady  allüdcd^niy  iniele^  ^ 

Alezander  MadaimL  hadwith  m&redni^i» 

dence  than  iftmro/irr^  accordjug  to  the  oprniöit 

of  the  adhercnts  to  the  unhappy  Charles» 

rcmained  for  a  time  inacttve,  and  at  length 

declared  himself  opcnly  the  friend  of  the 

estäblished  government ;  but   neither  his 

zeal  nor  his  serviles  werc  further  recom- 

penscd  than  by  Icaving  him  to  thepeaceable 

cnjoyment  of  the  wreck  of  the  once  pros- 

perous  fortune  of  his  ancestors  ;  namcly,  a 

Castle  falling  to  decay,  and  the  remnant  of 

the  cstate  burdened  with  a  heavy  nmortgage» 

t*  Time  had  givcn  stability  to  the  British 

B  5 
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monarch ;  and  my  uncle,  desirous  of  sceing 
a  brothcrwhom  he  lovcd  and  sccretly  revc-* 
renccd,  employcd  such  means  as  wcre  nc- 
cessary  to  restore  my  father  to  his  native 
rocks  with  security.  This  intclligence  was 
communicatcd  to  him,  whcn  I  had  just 
reached  my  nincteenth  ycar,  and  Sir  Alex- 
andcr^  with  evcry  argumenc  that  affection 
could  suggest,  finished  his  intreaties  by  rc-. 

* 

minding  my  father  of  his  agc  and  infirmitie»; 
and  the  duty  they  wcre  mutually  bound 
to  perform  beforcdeath  closcd  theireyes. 
*A11  that  femainsofour  name^'  added  he,  «is 
*  in  ourchildr^n«  My  Matilda  shall  never 
lose  the  title  of  Maclairn  ;  from  her  eradle 
shc  has  been  taught  to  love  her  cousin,  and 
to  your  Murdoch  do  I  look  for  a  renovation 
:pf  that  race  which  it  is  your  duty  to  pcr- 
petuate.  Remember  that  thesc  children  arc 
the  last  hope  of  an  ancient  and  honourable 
house,  which  even  in  the  obscurity  of  a 
sunken  fortune  will  retain  its  place  in  the 
annals  of  true  glory ;  for  its  sons  wcre 


(     s 
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brave  and  its    daughters  virtuous/     Hc 
blessed   Providence  for  its  interposition» 
ivhich  had  opened  bis  eyes  to  the  folly  and 
madness  which  the  prince's  adherents  had 
fallen  into^  in  their  attempts  to  reinstate  the 
proscribed  Stuarts  ;  '  and  I  now  bless  hea- 
ven/  added  he,  '  that  by  my  moderation  I 
have  prdserved  an  äsylum  for  you  and  a 
home.ifof  öur.  children/ 
,  **My  fathcr,disgusted  with  a  foreign  scr- 
vice^  and  languishing  to  behold   bis  native 
country,eagcrIy  embraced  my  uncle's  ofFcrs. 
He  had   long  before  this  event  determined 
that  my  path  in  life  should  not  be  that  of 
a  soldier,  and  he  had  with  extreme  caution 
repressed  in  me  bis  pwn  military  spirit.    I 
was  educated   by  a  Scotchman  who   had 
once  bcen  a  minister  ofthat  Master  whosc 
religion  is  peace\  my  leisure  hours  werc 
filled  up  by  studies  of  rctired  ease  and  tran^ 
quillity  ;  and  painting  and  music  were  fa- 
miliär to  me. 
"We  were  received  by  my  uncle  with  un- 
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afFectfed  joy ;    and  wckomed   by  a   fc\<r 
faithful  adherents  toour  family  wich  those 
genuine  demonstrations  of  good  will  and 
attachment  so  congenial  to  the  noble  and 
uncorrupted  Highknders.     On  beholding 
my  Cousin   Matilda^   I  blushed  as  deeply 
from  the  consciousness  of  what  had  passed  *" 
in  my  mind  in  relation  to  her^  as  from  sur- 
prise  on  beholding  this  *  rustic*    cousin 
cmbellished  with  all  the  graccs  of  *  youth, 
beauty^  and  artless  manners ;    and  when 
with  ingenuous  simplicity  she  ofFered  mc 
her  glowing  check,  her  eyes  beaming  with 
joy  and  kindncss,  I  feit  that  I  was  unwor- 
ihy  of  hergoodness.     Afew  months  werc 
given  to  the  domestic  comforts  of  my  unclc 
and  father,  and  apparently  for  the  purpose 
of  rivctting  my  chains.  My  assiduities  mcC 
with   Hio  check ;  and  *  our  cbildren  *  was 
the  common  epithet  my  uncle  employed  in  . 
speaking  of  us.     A  more  explicit  avowat 
of  his  wishes  followed  ;   and  in  this  con-^ 
versation  Sir  Alexander  candidly  acknow-^ 
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ledged  that  he  was  under  pccuniary  diffi- 
culties,  andunable  locstablish  me  in  life 
without  some  exertions  on  my  pari.  My 
fathcr,  withnuc  knowing  the  pressure  ofhis 
brother's  difficulties  in  their  füll  extent, 
not  oniy  saw  the  expediency.but  che  Utility 
of  my  being  employcd,  and  hc  scnt  mc  to 
Aberdeento  study  the  civil  law.  During 
a  ycar,  which  was  thus  passed  without  pro- 
fit  to  me  but  as  it  ted  me  to  a  further 
knowlcdge  of  the  mathcmatics,  my  uncle 
had  gained  on  my  farher  ro  listen  to  bis 
daxiing  proj^ct  as  weil  «s  my  ovn ;  and 
bctng  ofFercd  for  me  an  ensigncy  in  a 
r^imcnt  dcstined  for  Minorca,  he  gained 
bis  point,  and  I  escaped  from  a  pursuit  I 
detested,  tbac  of  tbe  law.  An  addicional 
debt  was  checrfülly  incurrol  on  the  Mac- 
laim's  impoverished  acres.  .  My  Separation 
from  Matiida  was  softened  to  me  by  ber 
father's  last  words :  *  Have  ever  before 
you  this  recompense/  said  he,  placing  at 
the  sainc  time  Matilda's  band  in  niine ;  'she 
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•will  bealways  a  Maclaim.  Do  you  so  con*- 
duct  yoursclf  äs  to  return  to  us  worthy  of 
the  name.*  You  will  imagine,  that  my 
martial  spirit  was  sunk  when  I  receivcd  her 
cmbracc,  and  my  poor  father's  blessing : 
I  will  not  bc  tedious.  During  my'threc 
years'  Station  at  Mihorca,  I  rose  to  the  rank 
of  lieutcnant,  and  lost  my  father.!From 
that  pcriod  the  cloud  of  adversity  became 
more  portentous«  1  was  frustratcd  in  nciy 
cxpectations  of  returning  homc,  and  rei 
ceiving  the  reward  I  had  so  arduously^strovc 
to  merit.  But  my  uncle's  ambition  had 
bcen  roused  by  thepartialityof  my  friend»i 
and  he  contrived  to  promote  me  at  the 
expenceof  my  happiness.  I  excha«ged  my 
post  and  regiment  for  one  at  Gibraltar,  in 
which  I  ranked  as  captain.  This  disap^ 
pointment  of  my  hopes  deeply  aflfected  my 
spirits,  and  Matilda  had  apparently  shared 
with  me  in  this  trial  of  o^r  patience.  Her 
letters  were  more  tcnder  than  cheerful,  and 
she  commonly  finished  by  reminding  me  of 
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her  determined  faith  and  unutterable  afTec- 
tion.  Gracious  God !  my  trust  in  thy 
power  was  not  more  solid  than  my  faith  in 
Matilda's  truth  ! 

*«  In  the  last  letter  she  wrotc  mc,  and 
whichiscngravcnon  my  memory,shefinish- 
cd  ibus : — *  It  soothes  my  depressed  spirits, 
to  call  thee  my  wedded  lord»  and'  to  sign 
my  seif  thy  wife.  Are  we  not  onc,  my  Mac- 
lairn»  in  the  sight  of  that  Being  who  has 
witncsscdour  vowsof  truth,  ofhonourable 
love?  Are  we  not  one,  though  seas  and  lands 
part  US  ?  Yes,  and  though  worlds  should 
interposetodivide  us,  weshall  meet  and  bc 
united  as  kindrcd  spirits,  as  one^  in  the 
blessed  State  of  perfect  happiness,  of  per- 
manent felicity.  There  at  ieast  will  thy 
Matilda  meet  thee,  and  there  will  her 
Maclaim  be  comforted  for  his  present  dis- 
appointments/ 

*'Alas!  Miss  Cowley,  the  cloud  had  burst 
on  my  devoted  head  at  the  very  moment  I 
was  unconsciously  weeping  over  this  letter» 
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as  thepreciousproofof  my  security;  thoügft 
it  was  alsp  as  painful  a  proof  of  the  State 
of  Matilda's  spirits»  The  indolence  znd 
pusillahimity  of  Sir  Alexander  Maclairft 
had  always  becn  leading  triüts  in  his  cha* 
racterj  these,  with-othcr  circumstances; 
had  placed  him  in  the  \  ower  of  a  man,. 
>vho  hatcd  him,  merely  because  his  grand- 
father  had  servcd  Sir  AIexander*s  in  a  me- 
nial  Station.  Industry  had  made  this  man's: 
successors  wealthy  ;*  and  nny  uncle  had,  in 
his  difficulties,  applied  to  their  morefortu- 
nate  heir  than  himsclf,  for  mcney  so  repeat- 
edly,  that  he  was  little  more  than  the  osten- 
sible proirrieror  of  his  inheritance.  Hiswary 
andgr^edy  creditor  hadchangedhis  tone\f 
and  frequent  hints  bf  the  necessity  of  forc*. 
closing  the  nnortgage^  unless  my  uncle 
could  be  nnore  punctual  in  paying  his  sti» 
pulated  intprest,  were,  from  time  to  timc, 
thrown  öut  with  increasing  seriousness  and 
harshness.  In  a  dilemma  of  this  kind,  the 
laird  of  Maclairh  Castle  received  a  visit 
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from  hisimportunatcneighbour.whoinlro- 

ducedwith  much  ccremony  his  oniy  child, 

a  young  man,  who  had  lived  chicfly  in  the 

I  -South  with  a  rieh  fradesman,  his  uncle. 

[  Hospicalicy.as  much  as  policy.induced  niy 

tlincle  ro  welcome  the  stranger ;  and  the 

p  young  man  repeated  his  visit.     The  sight 

flBf  my    beautcous  Matilda  eifected  morC; 

he  bccame  cnamoured^  and  made  his  father 

hisconfidant.    Secureof  the  estate,  hcnovr 

aspiredto  thedaughter  of  a  Maclairn,  and 

without  toss  of  time  he  proposed  an  alli- 

ance,  which  at  oncc,  as  he  observed,  w-ould 

Üettlc  all  E^cotints  betweeh  tiiitlsctf  aiid  Stl- 

Aiexander ;  his  son  not  dcsiring  a  shilUng 

with  his  daughter;  and  he  added,  that  he 

would  cancel  every  mortgage  and  bond  ori 

the  day  of  thcir  marriage.     The  weak  old 

man  listened  to  this  infamnus  proposal ; 

and  Matilda  received  her  father'i    com- 

mands  to  be  favourable  to    her  gcncrous 

suitor.  I  wiH  not  detail  to  yöu  the  persecu- 

tioiB  which  resultcdfrom  her  firm  refusal. 
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The  lover's  father,  irritated  by  her  obsti-- 
nacy^  as  he  termed  hcrforiitude^  gave  Sir 
Alexander  to    understand    that   he    saw 
through  the  collusion^  and  that  his  daugh« 
ter  Mas  taught  her  part  by  himself,  in  Or- 
der to  cvade  a  connexion  which  bis  pride 
could  not  brook.  Mcnaces  followed  ;  a  n 
he  quittcd  the  house,  swearing  that  Sir 
Alexander  should  be  roofiess  in  a  month, 
Intimidated  by  a  threat  whichhe  well  knew 
this  man  could  efFect,  he  bccame  desperate 
in  the  means  of  avoiding  it.     The  day  of 
marriage  wa^fixed^  and  Matilda  was  sunu 
moned  from  her  prison  Chamber,  to  hear 
her  late  from  her  father,     She  expostulat- 
ed  5  he   was  deaf:  she  reminded  him   of 
his  engagemcnts  with  me;  he  sternly  an- 
swered  that  she  should  not  be  a  beggar; 
nor  would  he  live  to  want  bread  ;and  bade 
her  begone.     •  Bless  me  beforc  I  go/  said 
she,  mcekly  kneding,  *send  to  me  reposc 
with  a  father's  love.*      The  wretched  pa-- 
rent,  a  stranger  to  the  caimness  of  dcspair 
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when  at  irs  climax,  and  vicwing  her  tear- 
Icss  eye  and  collectcd  featurcs  through  the 
medium  of  hU  own  wishes,  raised  her  with 
Irans ports  of  joy  from  her  suppliant  posture, 
and  pouring  out  his  fcrveni  beiiediciions 
on  her,  he  adviscd  her  Co  rcturn  to  her 
apartmenr  a.;d  composc  her  mind  for  the 
reception  of  her  future  huEband  ajid  his 
father,  who  wouId,in  the  evening,convince 
her  of  the  value  they  sei  on  the  aliiance. 
She  replied  ihat  she  prefrrred  a  walk  in  the 
garden,  and  withdrew." —  Sir  Murdoch 
paused  ;  he  fixcd  his  cyes  on  my  face;  they 
seemed  covered  with  3  dreadfut  ülm ;  he 
brcathed  short,  and  trembied  as  in  an 
ague  fit.  —  "  For  heaven's  sake,"  ex- 
claimed  I,  terrified,  "  let  me  givc  you 
somelhing;  you  are  ill." — He  heard  me 
not. — "  Ycs,"  Said  he,  with  a  suppressed 
and  tremulous  voice,  "  she  wichdrew  !  and 
whither? — tothearms  of  mercy!  Ycs.she 
withdrew  from  Opposition,  from  cruelty, 
to  the  bosom  of  her  Redeemer !   There  wa& 
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nonc  to  succour  !  npne  to.belp  !  When 
discovered,  her  vcrmilion  cheek  was  pale ! 
her  eyes  were  closed  !  her  beautiful  tressds 
wcre  mixed  with  the  dank  and  filthy  weeds 
of  the  stagnatcd  pool !  But  her  pure  and 
unsullicd  souI  had  escaped  poIlution  !*• 

"  My  dear  Sir  Murdoch,"  said  I,  ''you 
distress  me;  for  pity's  sake,  say  no  more; 
Let  me  call  Lady  Maclaim,  indeed  you 
grieve  me,  I  cannot  bear  it/^  *'  Then 
how  shonld  I  ?'*  answered  he  ;  ''  yet  I  havc 
survived  her  !'* — He  wiped  away  the  tean 
ivhich  relieved  him,  and  with  more  com- 
posure  added,  •'  bc  not  alarmed,  I  am  my- 
self,  and  paticnt. .  My  uncle/*  continued 
he,  '*  lived  only  threc  wccksafter  this  event. 
The  destined  bridcgroom  left  the  High- 
lands,  and  soon  after  died  in  his  passage 
to  the  West  Indies.  His  father  was,  I  be- 
lieve,  consoled  by  adding  Maclairn  Castle 
and  its  impoverishcd  dcmesnes  to  his  pos- 
sessions.  I  had,  ort  quitting  Scotland^ 
taken  with  meas  adomestic,  my  Matilda^s 
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foster  b  rother.  His  sister,  sornething 
older  than  himself,  had  becn  her  favouritc 
attendant ;  and  the  poor  girl  in  the  hour 
of  this  distress  committed  to  Wallace  the 
care  of  preparing  me  for  this  intelligence  s 
advising  him  to  chuse  one  of  mf  friends 
for  an  ofüce  which  she  foresaw  he  would 
be  unequal  to.  It  appeared  that  the  angel 
had  preconcerted  her  design^  before  she  aC- 
tended  her  father's  summons ;  she  had  a£» 
fixed  to  my  picture  a  scrap  of  paper^  and 
placed  tbem  in  Jenny 's  prayer  book.  Thig 
prccious  cvidence  of  her  love  and  truth 
vas  inclosed  in  Jenny*s  letter  to  her  bro- 
ther ;  and  contained  these  words :  *  I  die, 
a  Ma  :lairn  ;  and  Maclairn's  afiianced, 
faithfui  Matll3a/  The  poor  fellow,  unablc 
to  stand  the  shock  himself,  rushed  from  the 
housc  vv  irh  this  fatal  letter  in  his  band ;  ^nd 
undcr  such  perturbationofmind  that  he  had 
ncither  taken  his  hac,  nor  perceived  that  this 
slip  of  paper  had  escaped  him.  He  sought 
my  most  intiniate  friend ;  and  with  ^oniet 
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of  gnefimplored  his  aid.  Inthis  interval 
of  time,  I,  finding  the  summons  of  my 
bell  unanswered«  repaired  te  the  room 
which  Wallace  occupied^  and  finding  on. 
his  table  the  implements  of  writing«  which 
I  wanted^  I  sat  down  to  write  a  card*  Judg« 
ing  that  he  was  not  far  remote^  from  seeing 
his  hat ;  I  moved  it  for  my  conveniencc., 
The  note  appeared  !  I  will  spare  you,  my 
child.  Let  it  sufiice^  my  friend  and 
Wallace  found  me  senseless.  A  raging 
fever  succeeded.  To  this  were  opposed 
the  cares  of  my  friends,  and  a  Constitution 
never  abused  ;  but  I  was  rcduced  to  the 
State  of  an  idiot;  and  as  such,  unconscious- 
ly  embarked  for  England  with  my  faithfui 
Wallace,  as  unfit  for  the  service,  and  from 
the  hopes  entertained  of  the  change  of  cli- 
mate  and  sea-air.  He  conducted  me  to  his 
father's  cottagej  it  was  rieh  in  nothing  but 
fidelity  and  humanity ;  but  in  these,  greac 
Givcrof  all  good!  how  liberal  had  been  thy 
donation  i      Here  the  wretched  Maclaim 


was  received  ;  and  rccovered  hiä  atrength 
of  body,  and  the  faculty  of  knowing  hia 
misery-,  I  sold  my  commission,  paid  my 
debts;  and  without  a  thoughc  beyond  my 
Matilda's  grave,  1  laboured  with  my  hosts 
for  the  bread  we  shared.  Waüace.with  pa- 
lieni  love  and  unexampicd  attachment,  ' 
had  watchcd  overmy  despairtVay  fceblfness^ 
my  now  iettkd  mehincholy.  At  Icngth, 
be  hazarded  to  speak  of  the  reccnt  rup- 
nmwiäi  our  Ameridmcolooki^juidwith 
a  K^ttia^«  «pirit  he;|mfuBe(tinto  my^  heut 
dK^Visb  of  dj'tng  1ike  one.  l  hnd  süll 
(WO  or  three  hundred  pouods  Idt,  and  dc- 
termine^  in  my  design,  and  apparently  go- 
verned  by  his  arguments  to  shaice  off  the 
indolence  whtch  was  d'escroyjngmy  üfe  and 
my  honour,  I  took  the  road  he  pointcd  out. 
On  reaching  London,  Wallace  soon  esta- 
blishcd  his  Claims  to  favour;  and  he  cm- 
barked  for  America  as  serjeant  with  the 
first  troops  destined  tosubdue  the  mal- 
content«  of  thar  country.  My  friends,  ad- 
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vised  me  to  wait  forthe  result  of,  thcir  < 
forts  in  my  favour,not  thinking  that  I  coi 
with  propricty  serve  in  a  subordinate  ra 
to  the  one  I  had  filled  and  quitted  withc 
disgrace.  I  consented ;  and  took  up  i 
temporary  residence  in  a  lodglng  at  K< 
singtoQ-gräveUpits/' 


In  thiä  house  I  first  met  my  Harrict, 
Her  attractions  werc  of  a  kind  Eo  cngage 
my  attention  ;  for,  like  myself,  she  ap- 
peared  to  be  the  child  of  sörrow ;  and  it 
was  not  difficult  to  discovcr  that  she  was 
of  a  difFercnt  order  of  bcinga  from  those 
who  wcre  with  her.  Her  meek  and  pcn-  ■ 
live  form,  her  tenderncss  to  her  infant,  her 
courteous  and  unaffected  mann'ers  when 
Chance  threw  me  in  her  way,  soon  produccd 
dieir  effects,  and  I  insensibly  forgoc  m^ 
itsuaj  train  of  thoughts  in  watching  thfi 
bour  for  her  appearing  in  our  Uttle  ganlea 
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was  continually  engagcd  in  thc  nurscry 
with  him ;  and  therc  appeared  a  perfectiy 
good  understanding  established  in  our  fa- 
mily.  But  this  scason  of  tranquillity  was 
not  permittcd  to  be  permanent.  Thc  birth 
of  Malcolm,  an  event  which  had  opcned 
oncc  more  my  mind  to  the  sensations  of 
joy,  was  marked  for  a.sourcc  of  pettydis- 
content«,  and  officious  intrusions.  Mr. 
Flamall 's  visits  to  the  Hall  becamc  morc 
frequent,  and  his  ^tay  Jonger.  Lucretia, 
as  my  gentle  Harriet  -töld  mc  wrth  a  lan- 
guid  smile,  wa^jcalous  of  the  little  stran- 
ger, and  rfeared  that  she  should  love  him. 
For  a  time  ;this  passed,  but  abstracted 
as  I  was  in.my^elf,  and  disposcd  as  I  had 
aIway$been,to  r^servewith  Mr.  Flamall, 
I  discoyered  that  his  presence  was  the  Sig- 
nal for  Harriet's  depressed  spirits  and  Miss 
Flint*5  peevishness.  Struck  from  time  to 
time  by  the  insolent  authority  he  held  in 
the  famil  ,  ^  k  the  power  he  exercised 
over  a  woman  impatient  of  the  slighlcst 
contradiction  from  others,  I  was  led  to 
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conclusions  which  could  alone  solve  thc 
difficulty ;  and  I  foresaw  f hat  thc  time  was 
not  remote  when  MissFlint  would  havea 
tyrant  legally  authorized:  to-  bc  the  despot 
at  Tarefield.  I  mentioned  my  opinion  to 
my  wifc;  she  acknowledged  that  she  be- 
lieved  Lucretia  lovxd  her  brother,  but  that 
she  still  loved  her  independence  better;  and 
the  struggle,  added-she,  has  becn  for  so  long 
a  time  so  equally  maintained,  that  I  think 
her  temper  and  his  own  have  gained  no- 
thing in  the  contest. .  He  has,  however^ 
succeeded  in  gaining  her  confidence,  by 
his  zcal  and  knowledge  in  her  business, 
and  his  partiality  for  her  darling  boy  has 
confirmed  in  her  a  reapect  for  his  talents. 
''  Satisfied  at  lergth,  that  my  temper 
would  not  conform  co  Mr.  Flamall's 
growing  influencc,  1  determined  oa  my 
measures  of  prudence ;  and  m  nr'oned 
to  my  wife  my  wish  of  residing  in  France, 
and  particularly  at  Nismcs,  on  account 
of  thc  air,  and  from  motivcs   of  economy. 
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Shc  checrfully  accedcd  to  thc  proposaI> 
and   from  that  time  became  my  pupil  in 
the  languagc  of  the  country,  rapidiy  rc- 
covering  her  school  knowledge  of  it,  and 
with  improvement.     But  when  my  inten* 
tion  was  declafed  to  Miss  FHnt,  my  wifc 
had  to  sustain  a  difHcuit  part :  prayers^  re^ 
proaches^  sallenness^  and  tears  were  em- 
ployed  to  divert  her  from  her  complfance 
>vith  my  wishes  and  plan.     She  was  firm^ 
and  steadily  urged^  that  my  health  and 
«pirits  wereobjects  which  shecouldnot^nor 
would  not  attempt  to  impedc     Mr.  Fla- 
inall  was  summoned  from  town,  to  issist 
in  subduing  Harriet's  resolution.     She  rc- 
ferred  him  to  me,  and  with  all  that  poor 
and  contcmptible  cunning  which  he  calls 
address,  he  bcgan  his  attack.     He  won- 
dered  what  cpuld  have  Icd  me  to  the  dc- 
iign  of  quitting  a  Situation  so  convenient 
to  my  finances,   and  so  congenial   to  my 
love  of  retirement.     I  answered  with  my 
usual  reserve,  that  I  had  maturcly  dclibcr- 
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ated  on  my  phn>  and  should  adhcre  fo  it. 
*  You  have  been  teased  into  it/  answcred 
he,  *  by  Harriet*s  sHly  complaints  of  thc 
tetnper  of  Miss  Flinc*  Ithink  she  has  been 
wrong,  for  she  hat  known  her  long  enough 
not  to  mind  the  submissions  she  exacts 
from  every  onc  in  her  way.*  'Lady 
Maclaini  has  been  hitherto  silent  with 
me  on  this  point,'.  answered  1 ;  •  but  I 
thank  you  for  having  gi  ven  me  an  additional 
motive  forleaving  Tarefield.  My  wifeahall 
not  submit  to  the  caprice  or  tyranny  of 
any  one  whiist  I  can  prevent  her  degra« 
dation.'  He  coloured.  *  I  perceive  nonc 
in  her  conduct/  replicd  he,  '  that  is  not 
cnforced  by  her  duty,  as  the  mother  of 
a  child  who  has  no  fathcr  at  hand  to  pro- 
tect  him.  \\  she  complies  wirb  the  ine- 
qualities  of  this  woman's  temper,  she 
will  be  well  paid  for  her  trouble;  and  I 
do  not  see  how  she  can  rcconcile  herseif 
to  her  duty  to  her  son  Philip,  by  sacri- 
ficing  his  futureexpectations  for  an  uncer- 
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taincxpcriment.  Ifshe  leave  Philip  with 
Miss  Flint,  her  weak  fondncss  will  bc  .his 
rüin ;  ifshe  remove  him,  it  is  ten  to  onc 
but  that  in  a  few  months  his  place  in  her 
heart  will  be  filled  up  by  a  new  favourite ; 
and  she  will  hate  him  with  the  same  fcr- 
vour  with  which  she  at  present  conceives 
that  his  Society  is  requisite  to  the  preser- 
vation  of  her  life.'  '  He  must  take  his 
Chance,  in  this  predicament/  replied  I ; 
/and  of  two  evils  his  mother  will  chuse  the 
leasf.  He  will  be  rendered  virtuous,  I 
trust,  by  our  cares,  and  he  will  escape  the 
humiliating  conditions  annexed  to.depen- 
dencc  and  expectations.  1  have  no  doubt 
of  his  mother's  choice,  nor  will  Miss  Flint's 
fortune  tempt  her  to  leave  her  child  to 
another's  care.'  Hemade  no  reply,  and  wc 
parted.  From  this  inefFectual  trial  of  his 
cloqucnce,  Mr.  Flamall  seemed  convinced 
that  I  was  not  to  be  managed :  he  spoke 
no  more  on  the  subject.  I  had  in  the 
mean  time,  as  I  believed,  silenced  many  of 
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Miss  Flint's  fears.  I  had  engageH  to  retuni 
in  threc    ycars  on  a  visit  to  Tjrt-fieldi  ahd  < 
'  loochciher  wicStVeprospcrt  ol  PhiÜp'sim-  ' 
provement,  promiaing  to  br-  his  turor.  She 
Seemed  to  consider  our  dcparturc  as  inevi- 
table;  and  to  cxperience  the  ncccssity  of 
submitting  with  a  gonj  grace  to  a  pnva-  j 
lion  which  shecould  not  prevent.  T^ic  firaf 
week  in  Octobcr  was  fixcd   urour  !c;wing 
Tarefield ;  and  September  wis  (;iven  to 
our  nccessary  preparation?,  and  Lucretin'i 
consotation." 

Sir  Muidoch  pauscd  for  somc  momcnts  »  -. 
at  length  resuming  his  natrative,  he  säid, 
"I  am  not  quite  certain,  that  vhat  I  have 
further  to  sayisstrictly  conformable  with 
myown  notionsof  honour,  orwith  that  jus- 
tice which  is  prescribed  by  our  religion. 
My  mind  is  prejudiced;  my  suspicions  rest 
on  conjectural  ground;and  you must listen 
to  what  follows  with  caution  and  can- 
dour.  Belicve,  if  it  be  possible,  that  my 
infinnity  of  mind  has  raised  np  the  hidcous 
CS 
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spcctre  I  am  about  to  prcsent  to  your  cycs, 
and  call  it  by  any  namc  but  Flamairs"— 
He  spoke  with  emotion,  and  wiped  the 
faint  dcw  from  his  forehead.  "  One  evening 
in  the  early  part  of  September/'  continued 
Sir  Murdoch,  '^  wc  werc  summoned  froni 
the  avenue  by  the  servant,  who  said  that 
«Upper  was  served,  and  Mr.  Flamall  wait- 
ing  for  our  return,     I  had,  in  conformity 
vith  Harrict's  wishes,  given  more  of  my 
time  than  usual  to  Miss  Flint,  who  had  ap- 
peared  sensible  of  my  consideration.     Shc 
pressed  me  to  sup  with  her,  and  with  good 
natüre  added,  '  you  will  find  your  favouritc 
xagout,  whichl  orderedexpiesslyfor  you/ 
I  made  no  objections;  and  we  entcred  the 
dining-room.      Flamall  was  sitting  at  the 
spread    table,  readihg  a  newspapcr.     *  I 
thought/   Said  he,  throwing  it  aside,  *  that 
i  was  doomed  to  sup  solus ;  all  has  been 
waiting    here  these  twenty  minutes,   and 
mustnow  be  cold.  'Whose  fault  was  that?* 
replicd  Miss  Flint,  taking  her  Station.  « If 
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jpou.  had  aoc  giym  jwr  fr4f>iv^;  the  cotfk 
would  have  .  waited  ,.ßr  mm^^  *  I  wm 
lljrif  famUhod/  anfweicd  he,  *  tnd  a  h«^ 
giy :  iman  is  ndc  obaeryant  of  ccreitoi^«* 
Pttniig>|d|wobieryaii^  hinuclf 

to  the  mgoMt  of  miM^rpoinii^siuch  stood  tt 
htt  Va^^  and  wUti  the  eagemess  of  a  ktm 
wpgavcc  %94VA  thcm  ;  whea  abrupcljr  le» 
ünog  to  tlu^  aidc-board  he  regorged  whac 
hfi  had  takeiK  ripted  hig  mouth  aevcrad 
timesj  and  ,tbca..  sworcv  .that-.one  diib  at 
least  wuJiot  QKMigh  for  tbcdevil  hjaneUl 
Knowing  his  aversion  to  tpice,  and  partw 
cularly  to  Cayenne  pepper^  I  Was  not  di$«> 
posed  to  condemn  the  cook,  pr  to  reject 
the  mushrooms  on  his  evidetice;  I  therefor^ 
cxchanged  dishes  with  him«  and  helped 
myself  to  the  reprobated  mushrooms^  and 
Unding  them  seasoned  to  my  palate^  I  ate 
some.  He  observed  me^  and  remarked 
that  he  was  astonisbed  tp  see  merelish  so 
infernal  a  cookery.  '  They  arc  rather 
overdone^'  laid  l,  crossing  my  knifc  and 


60  LADr    MACLAIRN, 

fork^  and  asking  for  beer ;  '  but  I  havc 
not  yct  done  with  them.'  The  awkward« 
ness  of  the  servant,  or  my  haste,  so  roa- 
naged  the  business,  that  the  glass  of  bter 
feil,  inundated  my  plate,  and  was  shivercd  iu 
a  number  of  pieces  among  the  mushroomst 
Flamall  cursed  the  servant ;  and  my  wifc 
Said  she  was  gl  ad  of  the  disappointment  I 
had  received  ;  for  that  she  had  bcen  told, 
that  in  the  great  number  of  mushrooms  ap- 
parently  alike,  there  was  only  one  sort 
wholesome.  Order,  however,  was  restored, 
and  the  spirit  of  contradiction  gave  place 
tö  more  cheerful  conversation. 

••In  the  night  1  was  suddenly  seized  with 
a  violent  pain  and  a  severe  nausea;  which 
was  somewhat  relieved  bywarm  water; 
languor  and  stupefaction  succeeded  to  this 
efFort  of  nature,  and  when  the  physiciait 
saw  me,  he  pronotinced  my  life  doubtful, 
and  called  the  malady  a  putrid  fever.  I 
was  tempted  to  declare  my  opinion  of  ihe 
disease  for  I  had  heard  bis  ;  but  my  wifc 
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was  at  my  pillow.     I  soon  bccamc  uncon« 
iclous  of  my  condition ;  memory  chsed  its 

ftcords. 

'•  I  will  not  attctnpt  to  describc  to  you, 
thc  sensations  which  assailcd  mc,  when  I 
first  rccollected  my  wife.     A  sensc  of  my 
own  danger  and  of  her  protection  were  at 
oncc  so  blended  that  I  could  not  for  a  mo- 
menC  support  her  absence,  I  was  still  per- 
suaded  that  I  had  been  poisoned  ;   but  my 
imagination    had  given  a  new  form   to 
Flamall.    I  thought  it  was  a  fiend  invisible 
to  all  eyes  but  mine,  and  who  watched   to 
destroy  my  wife  and  child,  .  His  voice  was 
for  ever  ringing  in   my  ears — *  They  die 
if  you   discovcr  me  !'     But  Ict  nie  quit  a 
subject  which  unmans  me,  and  afflicts  you. 
Well  might  I  have  said, '  my  kinsf  jlks  have 
failed,  and  my  familiär  friends  have   for- 
gotten  me ;  they  that  dwell  in  mine  house, 
and    my   maids,  count  me  a  stran^gcr.     I 
called  my  servant,  and  he  gave  me  no  an- 
swer.*    One  bcing  only  filled  up  this  void^ 
and  that  was  my  Harriet  !    Soothed  by  her 
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gentlcness,  supported  by  her  prcsencc,  mj 
apartment  was  my  world  ;  and  thc  horron 
which  had  encompassed  me  gave  place  to 
passive  quietness  and  transienc  pleasure^ 
for  my  son  Malcolm  amused  mc.  My 
recovery  was  slow  and  gradual;  but  in  pro- 
portion  as  my  reason  gained  strength»  and 
my  hcalth  was  renewed,  I  expericnced  thc 
painful  sense  of  a  mind  conscious  of  its  lost 
energies  ;  and  I  considered  myself  as  a  sub* 
ject  for  unfeeling  curiosity,  rather  than  for 
respect  or  usefulness.  I  shuddered  witb 
dread  at  the  thoughts  of  beingseen^  and  Jbr 
a  time^  no  persuasion  could  allure  mc  into 
the  garden.  When,  at  length,  I  had  in  somc 
degree  recovered  from  this  despondency,  I 
listened  with  more  docility  to  my  wife's 
tendcr  cntreaties,  and  by  dcgreea  thc  garden 
became  the  boundary  of  my  voluntary  pri- 
son.  Mr.  Flamall's  proposal  of  placing 
you  here  produccd  another  Change  in  my 
mind^  for  it  roused  in  me  a  sense  of  injurics^ 
and  a  resentment  which  bespokc  a  mind 
once  more  alive  to  iu  original  charactcn 
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I  will  Icave  England,  said  1  to  Malcolm, 
with  an  cnergy  which  astonishcd  hini.  I  will 
have  no  conccrns  wich  Mr.  Flamall.  His 
very  name  is  abhorrent  to  my  cars.  He  is  a 
viltain  !  1  chcckcd  myself ;  and  Malcolm, 
to  mysurprise,  said  with  caimncss,  'I  have 
long  known  him  as  one.  Buc  if  Macbirn 
can  prevcnt  thc  mischief  he  is  iiow  niedita- 
lingjWili  he  not  exerthis  prcrogative  ?  My 
iather  is  made  for  ihc  agent  ofProvidtfnce 
in  the  cause  of  ihe  oppressed.'  He  pro- 
ceeded  lo  inform  me  of  the  circumstanccs 
relative  to  you,  which  had  reachcd  him  by 
raetuu  trf'a  young  friend.  'Hte  rcsiilt  of 
this  convcrsacion  you.  know.  I  vras  re- 
solved  to  receive  you,  to  giiard  you  from  s 
less  eligible  Situation,  and  in  a  word  to 
shelter  innocence,  as  securcly  ai  I  could» 
from  the  m4chinitions  of  a  man,  vho  I 
faave  reason  tb  believe  to  be  as  crucl  as  he 
is  artfid  and  dcsigning.  Deprivcd  as  yoa 
aie,  my  dear  youhg  hdy,"  cominued  chd 
wcuthj  cicatoi^*!  ^tboEC  pleasura  vbich 
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youth  demands,  and  of  the  society  of  youir 
early  friends,  yet,  believe  me,  you  are  noC 
without  a  guardian  here :  my  arm,  wcrc  it 
necessary,  should  protect  you  ;  and  in  a 
just  cause,  it  would  yet  be  found  a  Mac^^ 
lairn^s.'^  His  dark  blue  eyes  were  again 
fixed  on  my  face,  but  with  wbat  expres- 
sion! — '*  Not  even  my  Harriet's  Claims,*' 
addcd  he,  "  wr)uld  restrain  my  vengeance, 
were  my  Matilda's  image  insulted.*' 

**I  neither  fear  Mr,  Flamall'«' power, 
nor  have  I  submitted  to  his  authority," 
replied  I,  "in  choosing  to  withdraw  from 
my  friend  Mr.  Hardcastle's  hoose.**  My 
heart  was  on.  my  lips,  Lucy,  and  I  briefly 
related  to  him  my  motives.  *'But,*'  conti- 
nued  I,  *'  littlc  did  I  expect  to  find  a  parcnt 
in  any  abode  appointed  by  such  a  mis- 
creant  as  Flamall.  I  joyfully  accept  of 
the  endearing  title  you  ofFer :  call  me  your 
chiid,  your  daughter :  your  afFection  shall 
be  returned  in  acts  of  duty  and  rev^rence.** 
'*  And  whcn  you  forsake  us,*'  said  Ije,  rc 
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lapsing  imo  pensivencss,  "  what  arc  wc  to 
do?"  "  To  rejoice  in  my  happincss," 
answered  I,  "to  solace  your  declining 
years  with  your  Malcolm's  chiidrcn  and 
mine  j  to  live  an  evidence  of  that  tmtb 
which  promises  peace  to  the  virtuous  man, 
bolh  bere  and  herea/icr."' — "  It  is  her 
blesscd  spiric  which speaks,"  said  hc. — "  I 
will  not  permit  you,  my  dsar  fathcr," 
answered  I,  "  to  indulge  "in  this  enthusi- 
asm  i  let  us  call  a  new  subject."  "  I  will 
obey  you,"  repUed  he,  "after  one  ques- 
tion.  Teil  mc,  has  it  not  been  a  matter 
of  iurprise  to  you,  as  well  as  of  curlosity, 
to  see  my  wife  so  much  influenced  and  at- 
lached  to  Miss  Flint?"  •'  Yes,"  repüed 
I  with  firmness ;  i'  but  your  story  has 
lolved  theenigmat  Lady  Miclairn  knows 
that  her  brother  has  bcen,  and  may  be  still 
dear  to  this  woman,  ard  the  sistcr's  hu-, 
maniiy  wishes  to  rcpair  the  mischief  whjch 
the  brothcr's  infidclity  has  midci"  H<! 
Jooked   plcascd.      *'  It  may  be  so,"  ob- 
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servcd  hc,  ••  fbr  I  know  her  principla/' 
His  mfe  at  this  instant  entered^  and  with 
assumed  gaicty  I  toid  her^  that  I  had  beeil 
making  my  confession  to  Sir  Murdoch^  in 
return  for  his  adopting  me  as  a  daughter« 
She  smiled^  and  answercd  that  she  hoped 
I  was  also  disposcd  to  receive  her  as  a  mo- 
ther*  I  gave  her  my  hand,  but  added» 
"Will  you  bc  indulgent ?  WilFyou^likcnif 
father,  permit  me  to  lovc  thc  man  whom 
my  heart  and  my  understanding  bave  pre-« 
fcred  ?  On  no  other  condition  will  .1  pro* 
mise  to  be  your  Autiful daughter***  "Re- 
ceive the  blessing  on  any  terms,  my  dear 
Harriet/'  said  the  baronet^  pressing^  our 
hands  in  his;  '*  she  has  already  shed  peacc 
into  my  bosom,  and  hope  and  comfort 
into  yours.'*  Lady  Maclairn  made  no 
other  reply»  thaa  that  of  hiding  her  face 
in  my  bosom,.  and  weeping. 

Again,  Lucy,  do  1  repcat  for  the  thou- 
sandth  time,  that  all  is  not  genuine  in  ibU 
vjoman's  conduct*      There    is  a  someibing 
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which  pcrvades  and  obstructs  the  display 
•f  thosc  feelings  which  nature  has  bcs- 
towed  on  her,  as  ititcndcd  blessings  to 
heraclf  and  othcrs,  apd  with  which  shc 
sppears  perpctually  to  stniggle.  Ac  onc 
moment  her  hearl  secma  to  be  oii  her  vcry 
lips  with  mc ;  a  tanother,  she  is  silcnt,  and 
^  though  intimidatcd  by  my  prescncc. 
Sometimcs  1  fancy  my  frankness  is  obtru- 
tive,  and  my  manners  too  uncercmonlous. 
I  become  morc  artcntive,  and  she  appears 
Krious  and  morc  pensive,  and  anxiously 
jnquircs  whether  I  am  displeascd  with  her. 
My  aiiswcr  dissipaics  the  apprchcnsion; 
chccrfulncss  returns,  tili  some  unguarcitd 
Expression,  some  caiual  iiKident,  again 
impedcs  my  access  to  herhcart.  1  think, 
Lucy,  that  shc  would  not  be  a  suffcrer 
wcrc  shetotrust  mc  :  I  am  certain  that  my 
compassion  is  nnw  the  most  active  of  my 
fcdings.  She  imagines,  perhaps,  that  I 
:hink  her  a  sharer  in  her  brother's  plots 
md  contrivaitces ;  but  shc  is    mistakcn. 


68  LADY   MACLAIRN» 

for  I   know  that  she  has    detested    him 

• 

from  the  hour  he  proposcd  sending  her 
husband  to  a  mad-house ;  and  I  am  as- 
sured,  that  she  has  not  the  most  remotc 
suspicion  of  his  having  in  any  wajr  bccn 
accessary  to  Sir  Murdoch's  illness  ;  for  she 
has  more  than  once  told  me,  that  his  com« 
plaint  came  on  as  gradually  as  it  has  dis* 
appearedy  and  originated  in  the  catas* 
trophe  of  his  cousin*s  death.  I  muiC 
finish  this  subject.  Mrs.  Allen  assurei 
you  that  Miss  Cowley  is  well^  and  that 
her  nightly  dreams  are  not  disturbed  bf 
scarUt  Jtvers. 

Heaven  bless  you,  and  all  I  lovc  at 
Heathcot ! 

Rachel  Coviit« 
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Front  the  saine  io  the  same. 

S  you  arc  becotnc  rcasonable,  Lucy,  I 
will  teil  you  that  Doctor  Douglas  is  still 
of  opinion,  that  I  am  better  in  the  house 
than  I  should  be  by  anocher  bufFcting 
from  the  north  wind,  to  which  he  princj- 
pally  ascribes  my  late  indisposition.  My 
saline  draughts,  hoivcver,  have  now  given 
place  to  orange  jelly,  which,  as  it  pleascs  the 
ft-i,  Mrs.  Allen  makes  according  lo  her 
recipe.  Shc  Icft  me  this  morning  to  re- 
plenish  her  störe,  and  Mrs.  Warncrls 
little  parlour  being  convenient  for  the 
purposCj  the  cookery  was  done  there; 
the  kind  hearted  Mrs.  Warner  aidingand 
assisting.  "  I  wish,"  said  she,  "  I  could 
pcrsuade  m/  iady  to  exchange  her  taste 
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for  rum  and  water,  for  this  pleasant  and 

refreshing  jelly ;  I  am   sure  it  would  be 

bettcr  for  her:  she  is  in  a  constant  fever; 

and  uhat  with  her  poor  leg/ and  her  frct- 

ting,  she  is  hourly  sinking,"     Mrt.  Allen 

expressed    her   concern.      *'  You   would 

indced  pity   her/'   rcplied   Warner,  '^if 

you  knew  all :   she  is,  at   timesj  the  most 

miserable  creature   in  the  world  ;  and  be- 

tween  ourselves,  I  think  she  is  losing  her 

senses»    That  was  a  voarning  voice^  Mn. 

Allen,  that  reäched    her  from    the   poor 

captain,  the  last  time  he  was  in  rhis  house^ 

or  I  am  much  mistaken.     I  have  heard 

that  Miss  Flint   was  very  unkind  to  her 

sister,     Mrs.   Howard,  and  the    captaia 

roused  her  skeping  consciettct.    I  havc  livcd 

with  her  nine  years»  and  I  can  safely  say  that 

she  is  a  changed  woman  in  Icss  than  nine 

weeks.  She  has  of  late  taken  it  intoher  head 

to  send  me  to  bed  before    her,   and  I  hear 

her  for  hoürs  after  Walking  about  her  rooEn# 

Within    the  last  fortnight  she  has  been 


wiÜRg'M  4$f^  wdA  rammiii^  in  her 
cAinae^  fer  icttm^  iriticfa  «fae  bMrm  bf 

^hr  :alfieRd  I  ferl  d^tttwt  yob 
t «  {»«feilt  at  «viam^l  Äd.  iC  yM 
dpold  biiCMe  her  laii<c.  fso  woiitt  Mver 
Ibfger  it*     I  am  nit  -k  mak«  me  titm« 
We'vauie  .hd#  ihe  mSBtti^  -  ^Whydö 
jMi  not .j^emnide her  to bavtoinote able 
Mllk«4hatt.  hir  «pdthecafy^s  f  **  obierred 
Mn  AlteA.    «<  JBkM  jfou/  iAj  dear  Auu. 
A»t^    itpikd  Ihe»,  ««i^f  Macfeim 
hat  almest  on  her  bended  kned  b^gged 
ber  to  consolt  Doctor  Douglas«  with  whom 
she  is  so  pleased  ;    but  she  will  not  con- 
tent.   Shc  sayß,   '  Do  not  urgc  nie ;  jw# 
farow,  Harriet^  tbat  no  docttr  can  eure  tne. 
I  must  bcar  with  paticncc  thii  Visitation 
of  thc  Almighty/   and  thcn  shc  wtcpn 
for  hours.'* 

9 

You  know  Mrs  Allen,  and  you  will 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  she  ha«  seen 
the  miserable  invalid  thismorning ;  whom 
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» 

she  found  much  more  changcd  than  cveii 
Warner's  rcport  had  led  her  to  expect. 
To-morrow  I  am  to  dine  with  the  Hieart« 
leys :  my  doctor  is  the  promotcr  of  this 
enlargement,  and  will  be  here  to  sec 
me  properly  equipf)ed  for  the  coach.  I 
mean  to  be  docile,  for  I  cxpected  thi« 
morning  that  Mrs.  Patty,our  maid,  would 
have  laid  violent  hands  on  me^  for  daring 
to  cross  the  hall  without  clogs  and  my 
shawl.  Becheerful,  my  Lucy.  I  have  to 
write  to  our  Horace  :  and  remember  whcn 
you  write  from  Heathcot,  the  words  of  the 
pect :  "  Where  ignorance  is  bliss  *tis 
folly  to-  be  wise/*  Not  a  word  of  my 
dreadful  scarlet  fever ^  He  might  fancy 
fiction  wcre  truth,  and  that  your  Rachel 
Cowley  had  really  been  in  danger  of death, 
and  of  thus  cheating  him  ^  a  wife  to  rule. 

Your's,  as  truly  as  bis, 

R.   CoWLIY# 


•  --  \ 


-  .  ■*"    '  ' 


jng  ^iled,  l»?^  k»  ^.e»  JfTgi*  jvoln  .wi^ 
^r^ptng»  Sir  Mucdo^tt^twUK  leod^  'l^i' 
atkedij'*  What  lad  happcaed  to  dUtress  hci:,,'  * 
«*  Whcrefore  <}o  yoji  «^sk  jJ\at  qucstipn,  jsi^^ 
demandcd  Malcolm,  ^ith  gmotipp.  '^  Is 
itnot  .always  frani  onc  and  thc.sAme  cause 
that  my  mother  Stands  indebtcd  Jor  ^ipr 
tmU  pf  patiqace  ?'*^  '^If  you  rtican  pogr  Lyk 
crctia/*  .an&.\rci!cd  she  with  mildiiqss,  "yctu 
üvrong  her,  at  Icast  on  this  pccasion^  for  X 
h^ye  »f  ancely  ,secf>  hf  r  to.  day ;  sbe  was  gi^* 
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.  gaged  in  wming.  But  what  will  you  iijs 
ivfien  I  teil  you  that  I  have  to  thank  Miss 
Cawlfjf  for  my  red  eyes  ?'*  She  smiled  af« 
fectlonately  on  me»  and  added  that  I  had 
left  the  new  play  of  the  Straffer  in  her  way, 
^'  and  if  such  be  Kotsebue^s  influence  on 
the  passions/*  observed  she^  **  in  a  foiqgp 
garb»  what  must  be  the  efiect  he  producci^ 
in  hls  own  language !  I  have  becn  deep^ 
interested  in  the  piece^**  **  I  loae  my  pa« 
tience  continuaily^'^  replicd  I»  ^'  when  I 
fhink  of  the  houia  «f  comfcot  and  amuse. 
ment  you  give  up  to  the  silly  resentment 
ef  an  unreasonalde  woman.  Why  do  you 
not  cease  being  a  stranger  to  your  neigh« 
bpurs  ?  Mrs.  Heartley  ia  formed  for  your 
friend»'*  ^^  am  nevcr  m  happy,  at  at 
bomi^**  replied  she^  intenupting  mt.  <^  I 
have  my  blessings  under  thts  roof. .  haint 
has  endeared  it  to  me ;  and  at  presen^ 
Hcaven  be  pramed  f  it  is  my  own  fiuift 
if  I  be  not  happy«"  She  fondly  leancri 
on  ha  husbaqd's  Shoulder  aa  ahc  said 
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»•  Malcolm  placing  himsdf  in  the  YZm 
nt  tpace  on  the  other  side  on  the  sofii. 
terved»  with  seriousne»»  that  contenu 
»t^  at  ieast^  was  in  her  leach ;  for 
it  Mr.  Wilson  had  secured  die  rcfusal 

die  IVereland  Farm  /  and  could  either 
irchase  the  estate^  or  have  it  on  a  long 
lae«  **  I  am  rgoiced  to  hear  you  are 
ely  Co  succeed»'*  replied  she^  '^for  from 
ur  dcscription  of  its  bcauties  it  must  be 

enviable  spot."  ^^  To  me  it  would  be 
faraJise  vmdcT  any  dcscription^"  replied 
e  8on,  «^  could  I  promise  mylielf  to  see 
u  and  my  &ther  iniAates  with  me  there. 

cottage  with  mud  walls  and  indepen« 
nee  is  all  I  wish/'  *'  You  are  right, 
ydear  Malcolm/'  answered  she,  with 
g^ity.  **  But  do  not  imagine  your  mo^ 
er  is  a  slave  beneath  this  roof.  You  give 

the  little  vexations  of  my  life^  much 
3re  importance  dian  I  do.  Poor  Lu* 
ttia  may^  it  is  true^  somctimes  appear 

9  t 
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CO  you  capricious  and  imposingj  and  jdiui 
disturb  the  serenity  you  wish  me  i  but  I 
am  weak  whenever  this  happen^^  for  I 
know  ahe  loves  ine ;  and  whilst:«iJie  4tvQ| 
I  shall  ne ver  have  a  ^  wLrti  to  quic  Twtr 
ficid.*'  "  Would  to  God,  then,  thc  were 
dead  !'^  said  Malcolm.  ;''  You  woiild  bt 
more  charitablc/V<  anwser cd  shci  mHcfly^ 

*'did  you  better  understand -her  prdieitt 
condition. "  ^'  Perbaps  1  mi^/'  rcplied 
he,  ^^  and  wish  her  »reformatton»  could  I 
belive  the  Ethiopian  i  couM  change  hif 
akin.*'  "  Therc  needs  no  mipacle  to  «£- 
fect  a  reformation  of  cur  tempers^  MäU 
colm/'  said  she  ;gravely ;  "  the  attempt 
is  arduousj  the  path  is  dißicult  wfa^ch 
leads  to  repentance.;  hut  it  Is  not  inac«» 
cessible;  and  if  you  vknew  the  present 
difficulties  >of  thispoor  womanj  labour* 
ingunder  sickness  and  dejection  of  mind« 
you  would  not  wish  thatthe  onlyfriendabe 
has  o/y  ^'^r/i' should  quit  her/'   TMakoUs 


THs  1rirtrri«dv  v^tiAvr»      TP 

Im  sikiiced' ;  tad-llf  rachlbecliefiMNivci 
•f  Lady  M«cliini*i  OMdAiet  X  öu^  lo 
le  ülciieie<L 

<  At  «ipper^KCn.  AUcn  jeiiied*^1is  i  St^' 
lad  fiitl^      oa  tlie  iimlidtD  caU  fii 

^bpdf  Ikiök^i^  hvitpatiäytä  ptät  Mä. 

liijbs.  Alidltdli  tut  Hibm  inÄBtoVdficiL 
ftUyi  ät^'  '^  iülStn  ei^tiadiig;*  paun 
froWt  die  iämaät  hdfidtiM,  Likc  Mail- 
€oIm  my  hoor  tf f  cbiir^rtiDii  is  not  yet  ar« 
rived;  and  if  pain  and  sickness  are  nc* 
cessaiy  tö  her  salväriori,  why  should  I 
grieve?  Yet  one  dcfes  nfot  like  to  hear 
of  remcdies  that  arc  wörc  than  horse- 
whipping.  Goöd  night,  my  dear  girl  l ' 
Allen  is  weary,  and  I  am  on  my  good  bc- 
haviour  still ;  for  Douglass  is  ofTended 
by  my  late  hours«;   and  swears  he  will 
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write  to  Mr.  Hardcastie  and  prevent  jrour 
Ictte-rs,  "  tcmpting  me  to  cvil/*  Teil 
Mary  every  one  here  loves  her^  and  that 
her  sifiter  boasts  of  her.  You  will  add 
vhatever  will  content  you  tothenameof 

Rachsl  Cowlby« 


Thex^der  is  now  to  be  informed  thaC 
Miss  Cowley's  pen  was  for  more  than  a 
month  suspended  by  a  visit  which  Miss 
Hardcastie  and  Miss  Howard  made  at  the 
Abbey.  The  termination  of  Miss  Cowley*s. 
minorityj  as  settled  by  law^  put  her  into 
pos  Session  of  her  grandmother's  fortune ; 
and  counsellor  Steadman  was  induced^ 
partly  with  a  view  to  that  businesSj  and 
partly  to  consult  his  fair  dient  in  respect 
to  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Flamali  on  the 
subject  of  his  nephew's  secret  marriage»  to 
pay  her  a  short  visit,  The  young  lädici 
were  therefore  conducted  by  him  to  Mr. 
Wilson's;    and   their  escort    homc    was 
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ihe  counsellor's  fricnd,  whose  house  at 
Bishop 's- Auckland  was  his  abode  durlng 
his  stay. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Flamall  acknow- 
Jedged  that  the  restrictive  clauscs  in  Mr. 
Cowley's  will  relative  to  his  daughter'« 
marrying  M.  Philip  FÜnt  were  readcrcd 
null  and  void  by  the  impossibility  of  her 
acceding  to  the  conditions ;  but  he  tnsüu 
ed  on  his  right  to  the  exercise  of  his  offica 
not  only  as  this  related  to  the  management 
of  her  property,  but  also  to  her  choice  of 
a  husband.  With  many  law  argumenta  hc 
proved  that  Miss  Cowley  could  not  marry 
without  his  consent  tili  she  had  attatned  her 
twenty-fifth  ycar,  without  incurring  the 
dtsability  dectared  in  her  father's  will  for 
her  unconditional  ponession  of  his  pro- 
perty. '*  You,  Sir,"  continues  he,  "v/ill^  as 
a  professional  man,  see^  that,  were  I  more 
'  disposcd  than  I  am  to  for^o  a  trust  com-' 
mittcd  to  fflc  bjr  a  frieod  whom  I  sciH 
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reverc,  the  law  would  oblige  me  to  do  my 
duty.  Were  it  not  so,  believe  me  I  would 
cheerfully  relinquish  an  officc  which  nei- 
ther  ßuits  my  health  nor  gratifies  my  fccl- 
ings,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  Miss  CotvIcyV 
unjust  suspicions  of  niy  honour^  nor  of  thC 
prejudicies  she  has  infuscd  into  thc  minds 
of  her  fricnds.  My  conduct  shall  bc  a  fuU 
refutation  of  the  charges  she  has  brought 
against  me ;  charges  which  originated  from 
the  disappointment  of  her  romantic  vic^frs; 
and  from  too  implicit  a  confidence  in  thos6 
to  whose  care  she  had  becn  incaui  iously  trust- 
cd,"  He  next  entered  into  the  detail  of  his 

■ 

riephew*s  ingratitude,  &c.  but  as  the  reader 
is  prepared  for  this  subject  and,  it  may  be, 
disposed  in  favour  of  youjhfiiL  indiscrc* 
tion^  rathcr  than  to  sympathise  in  Mr.  Fla* 
mal's  mortifications,  I  shall  pass  over  this 
part  of  the  letter,  which  concludes  with 
ihentioning  his  Intention  ofconducting  the 
two  yourig  Co^leys    to  England  in  thc 
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follomng  springe  in  order  to  pbce  thcm 
in  a  .niQre:,suicable  Situation»  than  with 
tkeir  mother»  at  Mr.  Dalrymple^s. 

Miss  Cowley's  friends  still  adhered  to 
their  first  ppinian ,  t^and  Mr.  Flamall  was 
suflferai CO  remain in hispost without ocher 
matks  vof  distrust.tliaa  suchias  the  coun- 
sellor's  vigilance  and' the  Attention  of  Miss 
Gowley's  friend,  Mr.  Oliver  Fiint,  gavc  to 
his  modeof  cönduct;«  But  Mr.  Flamall 
wantednot  foracuteness;  and^  foiled  in  his  > 
ambition,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  secure 
a  safe  retreat.  ^  Fortunately  for  himself,  as 
well  as  for  Miss  Cowley 's  interest,  he  found . 
for  once,   that  **  honcsty  was  the  best  po- 
iicy:"   that  by  employing  his  talents  and 
his  diligence  for  the  benefit  of  the  estatcs 
he  might  succeed  in  gaining  a  good  report. , 
and  the  continuance   of  an  employment. 
which  was  advantageous  and  respectable. 
Sir  Murdoch  during  this  term  of  ju- 
bilce,  as  it  might  be  called  at  Tarefield, . 
found  other  faces  to  admire  as  wall  as  Miss 

^5 
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Cowley^s«     His    contentmeot    rase .  to 

cheerfuIncM«  and  in  the  cnjayment  of  a 

Society  whose   attention   and    solicitude 

vrere  given  to  please  and  amuse  him^  he 

so  entirely  gdned  the  advantage  ,OTer  hif 

habits  of  retirement  and  his  dejectiöll  of 

mindj  tbat in  Miss  Cowley's  vords»  **she 

liad  ceasäd  to  love  him^  for  hc  had  the 

nerves   and    activity  of  a   fbx*htinter/' 

Miss  Flint's  dcclining  health  and  spirits 

were   the  two  ostensible    apologies   for 

Lady  Maclairn- s  taking  no  part  in  these 

hours  of  cheerfulness  and  social  ease.    She 

succeeded  in  her  request  that  Miss  Hard« 

Castle  would  divide  her  tfane  betweco  the 

Abbey  and  the  Hall;  and  JLucy^  ivitha 

candour  and  gentleness  so  pceuliarly  her 

own^  was  not  only  charmed  with  her^  but 

"with  unceasing  labour  endeavoured  to  ic- 

xnove  from  her  friend  the  prejudices  she 

entertained  to   her  disadvantage. .    Mrs. 

AUen^  ever  on  the  side  of  charity^  tool: 

up  Miss  Haidcastk's  argumeoDi;  «nd 


TBE   VICTIM   OT   TItLAST.      83 

Miss  Cowley,  with  her  natural  frankneta. 
xknowledged  Ihat  her  being  [Mr.  Fla- 
tiiall''s  sister  mighE  havc  bilssed  her  judg- 
menc.  Some  Steps  were  taken  to  pro-  . 
iuce  a  reconciliation  between  the  captain 
and  Mus  FHnt :  these  were  made  witb- 
DUt  hi«  knowledge,  for  Miss  Flint  rcfiised 
to  see  her  niece;  and  Lady  Maclaim 
judged  ic  improper  to  urge  her  requestj 
>s  it  appearcd  the  subject  discressed  her» 
uid  increased  her  Tnelancholy. 

The  departurc  of  the  young  fadies  In 
[hebcginning  of  June,  again  leaves  me  to 
my  allotted  task  ;  and  my  readers  to  the 
gratification  of  thcir  curioslt/. 


■T-             .J^ 

.' 

» 
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V 
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• 

From  Miit  Cowley  to  Miss  Ilardcasile^ 

J3J£  comforted,  niy  dear  girl.  We  arc. 
trying  at  the  Abbey  to  forget  you^  and  to 
be  contcnted  with  roery^day  bles&ings« 
Mr.  Hardcastlc  and  Mr.  Sedley  are  noW 
"cnjoying  their  holidays.  And  I  hbpe  that 
Mary 's  April  face  is  exchangcd  for  onc 
ivhich  their  kind  grectings  will  render 
chccrful.  As  you  may  both  of  you  havc 
some  compunction  hanging  about  you,  for 
having  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  Tare^ 
Jfield,  I  will  inform  you,  that  fortunc,  liking 

Sir  Murdoch's  holiday  face  better  than 
that  of  Mdlvolio,  which,  in  the  days  of  my 

folly,  I  wickedly  gave  him,  has  by  one  of 

those  freaks  so  common  in  her  administra-. 

tion,  produccda  letter,  which  has  dissipatcd 
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the  gloom  yoat  abscnce  caused,  and  he  has 
bcen  laughing  wich  meat  the  contents. 
Here  followeth  a  copy  foryour  edificacioa. 
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To  Lai'y  Maclairn.from  Mvs.  Sergt. 

Pulncj',  June  Ihc  filh. 

JL  HIS  I^e£  wÜl  surpnse j^ou  I  daresayj 
)ind>  it'm^be,  puzsie  ybu^  unlest  you  re- 
»cmber  your  giddyXydia  Hatchwayj  but 
old  Tqvc  wuih  mc  ii  Äot  forgot,  thougH  so 
nuhy  ycars  h^ve  pa^ed  since  we  last 
inet. '  Hdwevef^  I  doiiot  not  but  as  MiSt 
-5ei^,  you  will  stHl  äckiiowledgc  yp^r 
ronnermeiid  J  «ikI  trusting  tQ  tfus  bopi^ 
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tions  to  renew  the  hintercourse  so  long^ 
iiiterrupted  by  various  hevents.^  The  bad 
State  of  health  af  my  eldest  girl  have^  jEor 
a  long  time»  been  a  grcat  afßiction  to  Mr.^ 
Serge  as  well  as.  myself«.  We  have  tried 
Bath^  and  consultedseveral  doctors  withoiit 
gaining  any  advantage..  Wc  are  now  mä^ 
vised  by  a  very  cfever  yo\xn^  man^  wfeiomt 
my  Jerry  meets  frequ^Hly  at  bis  hocacle*s^ 
a  CounseNor  Steadisnaa's,  tatmst  to  her 
youth  and  changje  of  air;;  and  it  'm 
determined  tbac  this  summer  shall  be 
given  to  journeying*  Thank  God^.  my 
Jerry  isahindepehdeni:  maiij  havinggtvcD 
up  business«  with  a  very  beMff  fortunr^^ 
so  we  have  no  cares.about  bexpencis ;  hot 
wehave  been  for  atime  quite undetermined 
in  regard  to  the  load  we  shouJd  takc  4 
was  for  the  txnvtr  of  Norfolk  ;  but  I  have 
heea  out- voted  •  My  däughter  Nom»  wlw 
has  just  left  her  school  m  ■  sqoag^ 
ctaQoes  much  of  the  beautiea  oi  Vüles,  and 

baye  |^ug)it  ik  act  «f  pii^a  to  ito  ut  i 
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I  but-  I  am  not  wilUng  to  Icave  England, 
i   aod  with   a   sick   penon  it   vould  bc  vaj 
improper  to  go  to  a  place  %-bcre  thc  pcoplc 
L  Ao  not  understand  English  ;  so  Vales  ü 
|i    out   of    thc    question.      But  Non  vdkt 
I    much,  at  present,  of  some  lakcs  in  jaar 
paif  of  the  World,   vhkh    it   secms,    are 
|l    wisiied  by  every  person  of    taste  j   aod 
althoughl  nevcr  beardof  thcmbcforc,  lani 
much  inclined  to  indulgc  her  with  a  s^ic 
<    of  them,  as  I  can,  at  the  same  tiirtc,  gTatifjr 
I    my  wi^  of  seeing  your  ladyship.   My  luis- 
band highly  approve  of  thts  plan ;  bat  fbar 
fkai^dtt  «iUnot  r^tk  sanai^  liWiäJii. 
even  fiir-a  B^it.or.two;  butl  tdlkiail 
am  oertaia  70a  «iU  wricome  ni  »  btU 
fiieiids  if :70a  caa  Bofte  it  comaiient  ta 
Mge-w.     Wc  i^LtmvrUsloir,  onao 
couac  ctf  Caitrfine  and  .ow  honcs;  «ad 
mt  yitfa  yott  a  dijr  or  two.     Yoa  an^ 
««pect  t»«ee  m,  tar  xA  higgy,  i^bat 
4beeiid«f  dmlMNidvr  bm.I  dMÜlKv» 
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mine  on  our  journey^  and  incase  our  wisit 
suit  you^   will   givc  yoQ  hötice  of   our^ 
happroach  bcforc  you  sec  us. .  With  cma» 
pliments  to  Sir  Murdoch  and  Mf.  Ma6b.~ 
lalirrt,  ...    V    v.,c 

I  remain  '  -.«i 

Your  affcctionate  cousin  and  friend,  ' 

\   'Lydi-a  Ser«i*. 
P.  S.  Wfr^all  bring  a  maid  wich  ut.< 
Counsellor  Stcadman  assure  my  Jerry-tteft 
you  will  not  firtd  it  diificulc  to  providk-ibr 
ourhorses.  Weshall  havesix  with-us^  be- 
«ides  tbe  servants',  that  run  bout  Mny  hns« 
band  ifi  oniy  afraid,  that  you  will  think. 
we  are  taking  a  freedom  that  may  givc 
not    only    trouble    but  ofibnce ; .  but  I ' 
laugh  at  his  sciiiples  ;  for  you  well  khow^ 
I  expect  no  ceremony,  nor  practice  none. 
with  tho^c  I  love* 

j 

i  havc  rcally,  my  dcar  Lucy,  ex^rtcd  tny 
litmöst  skill,  in  copying  Mrs.  Scrge'i 
cpistk  veriaüms  but  I  wa^  nevcrxhorc  cöo^ 


•  «  I    ^ 


f  ^  V  •     ^  ' 

ib^  («f  ^e  tni^'^i^yiätned'jn  die  wiae 
11^  <dMi^ytiaM/  ' «  ^i«ii  äip  a  cW 
^'  ^i^ lie  :^o6ta >/--  »Yß-'Oe 
^WSlhHf»,  *^  and  yiieii  ile  is'  öl^  Ke' 

she  has  still  tb'^lath  a  ^. 
ihemajr  neäd  wkhoiift  icnif^; 
I^Bnttsh  hnd;  l^ii^  scAiatmng  cy^' 

1ali£^ter  has  ks  t«ti,  I  *•  bimphred'* 
äf  Maclaim  to  '*  badm'tt "  these guests. 
;  did  more  than  smile ;  for  laughing  in 
•  turn,  she  asked  Sir  Murdoch  whether 
was  disposed  to  indulge  hls  daughter 
h  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  lan- 
ige,  which,  with  my  gaiety,  and  its 
'cky,    would    render   me    irresistibic. 

answered  cheerfully  that  he  had  onlf 
:  fear  ;  and  that  was,  lest  such  an  ad> 
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ditioa  to  her  carcs  should  be  fatiguing  to 
herself^  and^  it  might  be^  unpleasant  to 
Miss  Fllnt.  «<  I  have  ao  apprehensions/^ 
replied  she  mildly :  <<  as  Co  Lucvetia't^ 
consent/'  her  features  reassuming  theii; 
u^ual  pensiveness^  aad  that  suspicion  suc- 
ceeding«  ivhich  it  has  been  yours  and  Mrs» 
Allen*s  labour  to  convince  mc  pcocccd«. 
from  timidity  and  delicate  nerves;  '*  I^ 
have  no  doubts  of  my  sister  Liicretia-i« 
perfect  acquiescence^"  added  she;  **and  I 
confess  it  would  gratify  me  to  acquit  my^ 
seif  of  a  part  of  that  debt  öf  graticude 
ivhich  I  owe  to  this  lady's  aunt^  vho  by 
her  attentions  and  tender  care  of  me^  pro« 
bablyj  saved  my  life  :  her  father  and  mo- 
ther  also  were  extremcly  kind  to  me  when 
1  was  with  them^  and»  as  was  supposed^ 
far  gone  irr-^  decline."  ^  Then  lose  no 
time,  my  Harriet/*  answercd  the  baro« 
nct,  *'  in  acquainting  her,  that  we  shalt 
rcceivc  them  as  friends  ;  and  that  we  will 
do  all  we  can  do  for  the  accommodatioa 
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of  Jrienis.  She  looktd  pleascd^  but  hcsi« 
tated»  ''.  1  have  yet  cMie  point  to  sctcle 
bcfbre  I  dctermine»**  observed  shc.  '<Mn 
Seige  is  a  piain  honest  man ;  but  he  \% 
little  acquainted  with  the  usages  of  tbe 
World»  His  wife^  I  presume^  has  not 
gdned  much  xmprovement  of  mind  since 
I  knew  her:  alchough  in  a  prosperous 
Situation  of  fortjjai^^  we  may,  1  think^  con«r 
dude  that  her  society  has  not  becn  se- 
lect»  You  will  find  these  people  quite 
remote  from  yourself ;  tbey  wHl  be  trou- 
blesome  toyou^  and  if  my  cousin  Lydia 
likes  Tarefield^  she  may  delay  her  visit 
to  the  lakes  rather  longer  than  you  will 
relish:  I  am  certain  they  will  not  amuse 
you."  Sir  Murdoch  eagerly  set  asidc 
this  objection.  AU  is  now  cn  Irain  for 
Mrs.  Serge's  reception ;  for  Lady  Mac- 
lairn  has  sent  ofF  her  answer,  and  cor* 
dial  acceptance  of  the  visit ;  and  prepa« 
rations  are  now  making  for  their  arrivah 
In  continuation^ — For  once,  at  least,  in 
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« 

my  lifc  I  will  do  justice  to  Lady  Mac- 
]aim's  address.  She  fias  been  to  comult 
me  on  the  means  her  fertile  genius  has 
adopted  to  trick  Sir  Murdoch  into  another 
apartment.  Our  plot  has  succeeded«  and, 
"WC  are  now  busy  in  making  such  arrangc* 
xnents  for  him^  as  will,  it  is  hoped«  sooa 
reconcile  him  to.  the  loss  of  his  detest« 
able  giated  Windows^  and  which  will  tend 
to  obliterate  from  his  mind  the  saddeh« 
ing  ideas  associated  with  his  prison.  This 
apartment  is  now  to  be  destined '  to  the 
strangers*  use,  and  they  will  havebutone 
staircasc  Co  cxplore  to  their  sevcral  roonis#^ 
I  have  also  been  prepared  to  form  my- 
estimate  of  the  pleasure  1  may  cxpect 
from  our  visitors^  She  spoke  of  Mrs. 
Sergejs  parents.  Captain  Hatchway  was- 
the  master  of  a  ship,  and  his  family  resided 
at  Y — m — th.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Priscilla 
Hatchway,  had  been  the  early  friend  of 
Lady  Maclairn's  mother,  and  was  her 
first  Cousin.      "  1  have  not  fieen    Mrs. 


-  -.  * 

yftf  IbftuMCc; .  b]r.iM.'«C$esaioii  .{»f  ireri^ 
iRT^ich  he  Iktle  CKpecttd.  i  Ht  is  a  worthy 
tionest  inan:;,äad4i$  she  feays»  tihex^elr 
ieni  hiHsband»  though  more  than  twenty 
ycars  her  ftnior:;  but  you  may  iimginc 
that  ncither  bis  cducation.  nor  bis  pursuit« 
in  life  xan  4iave  any  similarity  >yith  Sir 
Mordckrh-i.  He  has  becn  <  Mr.  Sdtgq 
tfae  Yicb  taylixr'  UU,  within  thcse  tbrecoi: 
fcHir  yeant»  whcn  I  heard  that  be  ha4 
1$Fpppäd  »thflAde&igfiaüOiQj  for  <  Mr.  S^^ 
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the  cmiitäämri^  nöw^  it  appears^  bell  *Mr. 
Sage  the  gentUman  ;*  and  it  is  only  to 
be  fieared»  that  hU  lady  will  find  mote 
difficulty  in  sustaining  this  part»  than  anj 
which  she  has  hitherto  perforroed.  9ifc 
will  have  gained  little»  if  the  umplidtj 
of  her  character  has  been  infiringed  by  her 
commerce  with  fashion  and'luxurj;  for 
her  spirits»  wheti  I  knew  her^  wo«  A« 
tremely  volatile.''  I  was  left :  the  work- 
men.summoningher  ladyship»  whoitat 
present  very  busy  in  Sir  Murdoch*8  de» 
serted  prison.  New  hangings,  new  win* 
dows^  &c.  are  to  change  its  aspect.  Sir 
Murdoch»  either  discomfilted  by  seei^g 
the  alterationt  which  have  taken  place^ih 
his  fortress,  or  vexed  that  his  wife  hat 
converted  her  dressing-room  to  hit  oon« 
venience»  haa  been  with  me  in  hii  turni 
and  with  some  signt  6f  spieen,  he  tili« 
servcd»  that  Harriec  wouUI  have  matcsti 
settled  in  her  own  way;  fyf  Atmtftawt^ 
gsided  whatwas  <j|iiefio|ienicif»'  ^l  ccM 


■  *     ■  •         ■ 

■         I 

tqil  I  pipppn  vßKKfgoaa  peofKwui  wk 
M9^  logier i#M«lcw  dfa^i  ftir  I  ddolr 

gfüVtlJ^    ^  Ol  Alljr  MBNWenKV   mUCfli 

cquivalenc  for  %EK>rance  and  vulgintfi 
As  for  the  husband  of  cur  cousin,  I  am 
prcpared  to  find  in  him  jont  of  thoac 
Charakters  which  more  pcculiarlf  disgust 
mci  for  unless  he  has  moie  modesty  and 
coimnon  sensc  dMn  the  gemrality  of  that 
dasiof  men  whoi  are  idevaccdby  wealth  to 
stadyons  vhidi  neicber  thelr  binh  nor  9Ü' 
taimneofes  in  hndwle^  Ca»  make  easy  to 
thcip«  he  wüi;  soon  wf»ry'inc.  I  undei^ 
ft«idheJiatidicac%di)df^^  for 
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thc  contractor ;  and»  wichout  doubt,  &ni- 
eres  himself  qa^ified  to  rank  with  suij 
of  his  »uperiora.  **  I  saw  that  the 
blood  royal  of  Malcolm  King  of  Scot« 
land»  or  at  least  of  the  Highlanders«  was 
not  exhausted  t^  fiowing  chrough  thc 
veins  of  Sir  Murdoch  and  his  progeni^orS; 
for  so  mahy  centuries.  It  mounted  to  his 
face ;  and  I  should  have  smiied  saucily» 
had  I  not  rccollcctcd  *the  pure  rescrvoir 
it  filled  in  the  baronet*/»  bosom.  I  can 
pardon  this  child^sh  vanity,  Lucy,  whca 
I  see  it  qualified  by  an  honest  pride^ 
and  if  by  a  consciousness  of  the  emi- 
nence  of  our  ancestors»  in  the  annals  of 
time,  which  blazon  forth  their  glory 
and  virLue,  we  be  emulatcd  to  follow  in 
the  same  track,  it  is  well.  But  in  Sir 
Murdoch  I  regard  with  lenity  cvcn  a  Jittlc 
pride  of  hcart  for  the  shadow  of  greatness; 
any  thing  which  gives  to  him  sclf-consc^ 
quekce^  and  self^confidence  is  uscful  to  him,  as 
tcnding  to  repress  the  painful  recollectioff 
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of  ihosc  hours,  when  by  hU  maladjr,  hc 
■was  kvclled  lower  than  ihe  dustj  and 
undcr  which  thc  boastcd  prerogaiivc»  of 
man,  and  all  the  advcntidoui  circum- 
stances  of  his  place  in  thU  world,  ate 
Kunk  in  darkness  1  A  litde  vanitj  will 
not  hurt  my  patient ;  and  it  is  the  plea- 
sure  of  my  Hfe  here,'io  see  ihat  I  can  make 
him  laugh  at  my  follies^  and  forgei  hls 
own  infirmitics.     Fareweil ! 

Yours,  iaithfiilly, 

Rachel  Cowlit, 

P.  S.  The  Hcartlcys,  wkh  their  b:?aux 
teft  usyesterday.  Fosr  Malcolm  viahies  tbo 
Serges  faad  taken  the  unkncvn  route  to 
"  Vales."  "But  man  is  borii  to  troubic." 
He  could  npt  leave  his  father  to  the  bür- 
den of  Mr.  Serge.  Heaven  preaerve  you  1 
We  sre  well ;  and  the  domestic  erränge- 
■BCDts  necessary  for  our  expectfld  visitors 
have,beeB  uscful  to  Lady  Maclaiiii— f/w 
ibiHks  less. 

VOL.  III.  E 
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From  Miss  Cowley  to  Miss  Hardeastlt. 

Julj  the  Ist 

1 0  joumalise«  to  send  the  whole  and 
füll  length  pictures  of  thc  Scrges,"  such 
arc  my  Lucy's  commands.  «•  To  bc  iaith- 
ful  in  detailing  the  conversation  of  Mrs. 
Seigc^"  Voilä  Mary,  who  adds,  that  '*a 
new  language  is  so  dclightful  when  fnoin 
her  dcar  Miss  Cowley's  mouth  or  pcn  !*• 
Next  comcs  Mr.  Hardcastle^:  your  father, 
Lucy,  can  bribe,  can  cajole«  Tnic  to 
his  sex,  he  stiil  knows  the  direct  road  to 
a  woman*s  heart»  But  it  may  be  that 
you,  Avho  are  on  some  points  an  obsti» 
nate  unbeliever,  may  demand  proofs  of  hit 
savoir  faire  with  your  simple-hearted 
Rachel.    I  will  transcribe  his  little  and 


wdl-jetM   notc  Ibr   jrour    coovktioii« 
^  Mj  dear  nfi£tf^  I  send  jmi  a  modd«  bf 
whicfa  you  ait  in  fiicuve  co  «akc^ iip  your 
ktcers   for  Hcathcot.     The  gyntlcimh^ 
who  brought  mc  die  dispatchcs  fimn  Lis* 
bon  vhich  I  now  forward  to  700^  has 
filled  mf  heart  wkh  joy  and  hopc.    Ytmr 
irötber  Ikrace  was    the  tubject  of  bis 
GOkaveriadoa  for  an  hour ;  and  we  musc 
lovc  bim^  my  childj  for  he  15  beloved 
wherever  he  is  kiffi/ßm.    Whehmy  kind 
tisitor  quitted  mc^l  proceeded  toexamine 
thepafcel  he  had  left$   which«  from  its 
iDtund^cy^  I  judgedto  be  a  Portugal  onion«^ 
It  remsuns  for  you  to  invcstigate  the  truth 
of  my  supposition  {    for  on  examination^ 
I  found  only  the  first  "  peeling^^  was  des- 
.tined  for  Heatbcot^     You   will  thcrcforc 
be  graciously  disposed  to  indemnify  us 
for  the  unequal    partition   of   Horace's 
gift ;  and  send  us  the  sbreds^  trhnmijigs, 
and  even  the  ^4^^./Ärrtf^/ whkh  you  will 
glcan  from  the  respcctablc  socicty  of  Mr. 
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Sergejs  family.  I  love  mygirl  in  her 
sportive  humour ;  and  never.thinfc  of  her 
•without  losing  a  portion  of  my  own  !*• 

With  my  hcart  on  my  ups,  and  thc 
Portugal  onion  in  my  bosom^  can  yoti 
blame  me  if  I  should  transgress  yöur  law 
vof  charicy,  Lucy  ?  I  will  be  as  good  at 
I  can;  but.thus  tempted  to  fölly,  if  I 
sin  thank  my  betrayer^  and  do  not  chide 
mc. 

Yesterday  we  werö«ll  preparcd  for  ouf 
guests*  appearancc  at  the  dining  hour,  ü 
kept  my  Station  at  the  dre&sing-room  Win- 
dow, being  too  happy  to  be  good  Company 
bclöw  stairs.  Suppose  you  pbce  your- 
Äclves  by  my  side.  But  no:  that  idea 
would  have  spoiled  mc  for  an  obscrver  of 
all  beyond  the  walls  of  the  room  whcrep- . 
as  I  was  on  the  ö/^r/.  First  then,  drew 
up  a  handsome  piain  coach,  with  nQthing 
beyond  Mr.  Serge'is  modest.cypher  on  it6 
highly  finished  pannek :  it  was  drawn  hy 
;faur  beautiful  bright  ihay  horses,  drivcn 


*■  K;  cwo  postiltioos  in  piain  duk  greolivciy 
_^ck.eu.  This  equipigc  ms  foUowcd  bf 
ah  elegant  and  low  phaeton ;  ibc  bona 
maJdng  the  ser,  as  I  preajm;,  bciog  ex. 
acfiy  lijfc  the  others.  Twoout-ridc»,  «dl 
mounted,  cempleted  the  cavalcidc.  S» 
much  for  the  Ta^kfi  finc  appvmck, 
which  wanCed  only  glare  aod  attCDaäam 
ro  rival  a  Nahsb'i.  Mr.  Serge  iifrmlj 
and  cautiously  alightcd,  "  rcond  21  die 
ahield  ol  my  fachen."  (Sit  Murdoch  KCi 
Dot  my  profanation  of  Ojsiau'i  sublimhy). 
He  was  soberly  dressed  in  2  comploc 
mit  crfdark  brown  broad-dedb.  a  v^— 
(yptt  know  vcsf  vencration  for  wigt.)  irtüdi, 
|ia4  iE  been  prt^Kiiy  distributcd,  «ould 
bave  suppUed  crops  for  a  r^iinait  of 
^mce  journeytncn»  and  brainlcu  cox- 
combs.  A  latge  sUk  faandkerchief  tied 
loosely  round  hU  neck ;  piain  and  home- 
ly  featurcs,  witb  a  healthy  check  and  trcble 
chiB.  In  defiance  of  alt  given  nilcs,  Mr> 
9e^e's  leg  and  foot  are  adminUiIf  ncat 
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and  weß  formed;  and  though  neither 
decorated  with  silk  stocking»  nor  fashion^ 
able  buckles^  moi:e  than  rivals  Mr.  Smg^ 
bead*s. 

His  greetings^  \rlth  thc  baronet  vrtxc 
unconstrained  and  hasty  $  for  he  instant- 
ty  advanced  to  the  phaeton^  m  urhicb 
rode  the  poor  CaroKne  thc  picture  of 
youth  subdtifd  by  sickness ;  and  nearif 
cxhausted  by  fatigue  and  weak  spirits.  She 
calied  upon  me  for  compassicm^  and  i 
forgot  your  Orders^  i^t^hiht  contemplaüng 
her  languid  countcnance.  Thefather,  un- 
mindfui  of  all  but  her^  was  preparing  to 
assist  her,  whcn  Malcolm  saying  seine« 
thing  to  her^  took  her  in  hm  arms  and 
Garricd  her  into  the  drawing.rocuii'A 
Mr.  Serge  follöwing  hiwi.  Nejct  ap« 
peared  Mrs,  Serge  in  a  light  grecn  habit  p 
her  fair  and  round  face  heightened  to  the 
niilk-maid's  hue  by  thc  closeness  of  the 
carriage:  a  profusion  of  ringlets,  well 
filled  wkh  brown  powdcr^  but  which^  badl 
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maliciously  quttted  the  Station  assigned  it, 
and  then  lodged  on  all  the  prominent  paits 
of  Mrs.  Sergejs  pecson^  leaving  che  golden 
locks  depriVed  of  their  glossy  bright-« 
ness,  though  not  their  colour :  an  embroi« 
dered  waistcoat^  lappelled«  and  more  open 
at  the  bosom  than  even  fashion  of  late 
has  sanctioned  :  this  deficiency  "was  sup« 
plied  by  lace  and  cambnck ;  gold  ear^ 
rings  and  necklace^  a  riding  hat  and  fea-» 
thers  ;  and  in  a  hand,  garnished  with  ringr, 
and  gs  white  as  snow^  she  carried  a  para- 
toi.  Her  voice  lond  ;  her  utterance  flip- 
pant^  and  her  salutation  familiär  and  to-« 
Tjuacious.  Next^  lightiy  sprang  front 
the  carriage  the  btautiful  Leonora,  the 
youngest  daughter,  her  dark  brown  lockg 
hanging  in  disorder  ovcr  the  face  of  a 
wood  nymph ;  large  and  intelligent  dark 
cyes,  and  a  cheek  vying  in  colour  with  the 
autumnal  peach  :  the  lightness  of  a  syfph 
and  the  grace  of  fashionable  ease.  The 
loud  laugh  which  reached  me  from  Mrs. 
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Serge    did  not  prevent  mc  seeing  Miss 

Lydia  cmergc  from  her  concealment«     Shc 

very    dcliberately  gave  to  Sir  Murdoch 

a  Iittle  black  terrier  to   hold^  and  with  a 

piece  of  cake  in  her  hand^  as  deliberately 

secured  her  footing  on  terra-firma;  but 

she  was  slip-shod«  and  caution  was  necesr 

»ary.     In  size  shc  comcs  very  near  to  her 

inother,  and  she  would  be  as  pretty,  werc 

she  not  too  palc.     The  golden  locks  arc 

with  Miss   Lydia  softened  down  to  flaxcn^ 

colourcd,  which,  with  very  light  bluc  eycs^ 

givc  an    expression   of  heavincss   to  her 

countenance,  perfectly  conformable  to  her 

fat,  and  Square    person.      Next  and  Ia$( 

came  a  smart  abigail^    and  Miss   Jjydia 

hastily  seizing  her  arm,  foliowed  thc  Steps 

of  Sir   Murdoch  and  the  ladies  into  the 

house. 

I  remained  in  my  apartment,  tili  sum- 
moned  by  Malcolm  to  his  mother.  I 
learned,  that  Miss  Serge  had  nearly  faint- 
cd  before  she  rcached  the  drawing-roomj 


tfait  die  had  ieticed  to  her  own  rooin»  fcm: 
väi  re^vemi.  -rM^  intibdliccion  to  tfaft* 
tf^^aager»  ibBontedj  and  i  toök  mjr  seat« 
The  dustinoM  of  the  roäds,  and  apdogict 
&r  Me&  Stfge't  bäag  ia  such  ä «« picklc^'^ 
«Docctdcd  tof  the  cdmpliments  of  my  en- 
tnucei»  f^bat  at  FillH  vns^  busj  about 
CkreUnei  abe  viu  compelled  to  baccept  of  her 
ladysh^V&i«&^M^<,  and  itmain  as .  shü 
vas :  bat!  tlünk^ chHd^^  added  she^  tum-^ 
ii^  «0  Miss  Noia>  «<  ymi  might  makeyour^ 
adf  ä  fittfe  mos^tidy;  I  dai*e  say  Mist 
Cowley  wottld  lend  yöu  a  €omb.^*  My  offera 
of  Service  were  prcvcnted  by  the  young 
lady's  saying  pertly,  that  she  trusted  also 
to  Lady  Maclairn!s  good-nature  for  an  ex- 
cuse,  not  knowing  the  secrct  of  being  tiddy^ 
\(^ithoue  an  entire  change  of  dress.     The 
broad  stare  at  me  from  time  to  time^  the 
\reary,  careless  attention  to  what  was  ad- 
dressed  to  hcrself,  at  once  spoke  the  girl 
cf  fasbioH.     I  took  out  my   netting  boy, 
and  the  young  lady,  after  curiously  exa- 

^  S 


mining  some  book«  on  a  side  table»  wUtk^ 
drew  into  the  bow.  windüw  and  ^  read*  D9 
you  wish  me  to  speak  as  loud^andifaaba» 
Mrs.  Serge?.  recoUect  thati  have  her >dia« 
hct  to  acquire«  andthartllave^ot  a  speid^ 
ing  trumpet  at  command^but  l>1^iltido  mfk 
best.  To  the  detail  of  her  dau^tcr'slM^ 
illness^  who  had  taken  zll  ^*  mamier  di 
things/'  and  tntd^vL  boc^an^of  phync^miQm 
ceeded  <'  b0U  *'  stories-of  her  father  affi 
mother«  in  which  her  filial  tendemea#M* 
affectedly  appeared^  and^  to  which  Ijiäf  i 
MaclairTi  gave  a  lively  interest  by  addiiig 
her  testiopiony  to  their  worth*  '*  My  doup 
jnotherhadan  excellentc(mititution>  afid|bt 
best  spirits  in  the  world/' observedr.MfB 
Serge :  *»  even  a^er  she  was  a.  vidawarA/t 
could  tire.out  tworori  three:  partncrr  i»  1 1 
night's  dancing;  but^  dear^soul !  she  tnuldi 
too  much  to  her  strength^  and  refu5ii%n 
«hange  h^  dothes  after  being  wet  tö  tbe 
skin  in  vl  water  frolic,  sheneverheld  upjiiar 
Jiead.!'    Tears  feil  copiously.  froni^-  MAu 
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btttina  fcw  inkiiiies  tbc  cloud  ga¥e  plitftf 
uy  a  faeadtf  bugh»  on  recdlecÜtig:  M rw* 
PhfluJl' t  chcaring  her  widiirptinled^viiki- 
jdow  at  the  Castle  at  FÜmb^r^  •&  naharuUf 
^Smv  that  no  soul  alive  wdüM  have  takeata 
lorapainted wa^«^  Ogicstiontanä wmider-r 
-meacs  nieoeeded^  that  so  habdsoine  a  maitf 
hsd  ac«  inada  hiz- forimhymAivf mg  p  abe- 
va» rare ii; hftd been bis  ovnfiuilt^    Luljr 
Maclaini'soon:  choagedäiis  töptc  by'ask^ 
rngheFhliir  ahe  likad  Bath.    <ü  Whjr  onifatf 
wbole  wery^  velly*.  replied'shej  *•  bntit  w 
Rot  to  be  comparedl  with  Lunnun :   the 
rooms  are  certainly  w^j  grand»  but;  it  ia 
ia/zoaj^  the  same  thing,  I  like  to  see  a  play; 
«r  Sadler's.W^ßß  Piuch  betteFiand  as  for 
the  Cmcent^  atxl  the  Circusj  in  some  vindsy 

jfou  A^ould  think  yoursdf  in  Y — « di 

I>owns.  in  a  nortbhe^ster  g.  ^Mt  one  see- 
jwarms  of  fine  folks  co  me  from  the  hupper 
part  of  the  town^  to  basL  in  the  sun  on^ 
the  South  Farade,  Mfhere  we  had  oujf  lodgr«- 
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ings/*    Willing  to  hear  the  sound  of  the- 
beauty^s  voicc^  and  as  willing  ta  spare  thc 
further  distension  of  her  rosebud  mouth, 
I  asked  her  whether  the  season  for  Bath 
had  bcen  fulh     *«Much  as  usual/*  replied 
«hc;  "  thcre  were  many  peopk  of  rank  and 
fashion^   but    we  had  few   opportunities 
of  meeting  with  them,     Good  society  de- 
pends  on  a   proper   introduction/*     She 
threw  on  her  mother  a  glance»  which  I 
could     not    misunderstand.       <'  As    for 
hintroduction,  Nora/'    observed  the  good 
Mrs.  Serge,  "  I  found  that  wery  heasy ; 
you  have  only  to  shew  your  purse,  and  you 
inay  have  a  card  party  when  you  please. 
I  could  have  been  acquainted  with  several 
Istdies  of  quality,  if  I  would  have  played 
thenew  fashioned  way  at  loo,  but/*   con- 
tinued   she,    addressing    herseif  to  Lady 
Maclaim,  '^  I  was  soon  sick  oi pam  when 
he  was  in  geod  Company^  as  they  call  them- 

»elvcs.  I  was  not  cunningenough  for  your 
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Lady    Gudgeons;  nor  you,  child,  for  her 
raucy    daughtcrs."     Miss    Nora   had    not 
time  to  reply  to  her  share  of  thc  last  Obser- 
vation.    The    mothcr  continucd-^"  Who 
do  you  think  1  saw  at  Bach,  finer  rhanoiir 
princesscs?     But    you    will    ncvcr  guess! 
Don'c  you  rcmember  the  pretty  littlc  girl 
who  used  to  sing  to  you  ac  my  aunt  Pria- 
»y's  ?  I  mcan  the  Knacker's  daughter.  She 
is  now  the  wife  of  a  very  rieh  man,  and  is 
quite  the  fashion.  I  took  an  opportunity  of 
reininding  her  of  old  friends  and  former 
times;    she  drew  up,  forsooth !  and   Tjoery 
cotdiy  observed  that  I  had  a  vtery  good  me- 
mory!  She  had  been  so  long  in  the  ivorld, 
rfiat  She  had  forgotten  me,  tiH  I  annoiinccd 
my  name.  1  dctest  pride,  my  lady,  so  I  was 
rescdved  to  he  cven  with  her.     *Dear  me  !' 
laid  I,   *  I  wonder  how  people  can  forgct 
early  friends.    I  have  oTcen  thought  of  you 
aad  th$  scrape  you  gcri:  into,  t^  breaking 
dtrec  or  four'' quarreis"  in  Mrs.  Doughty'a 
pwÜour  Window.    My  d^  jnotheroften 
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med  to  laugh  at  the  fright  yoa  wape  jti^ 
vhen  sfae  paciikd  tHe  old  lady«  bf  jp^yi^ 
the  damage  you  had  tlone^  md  sating  yoir 
from  belog  put  in  the  cellar/  She  Iookc4;*^ 
ad^ed  the  Speaker^  laughkig  heartäy^  **  a» 
though  she  wouhd  have  pKeferped  Mm 
^  Doughfy^s  ceUar  to  my  conversatioa. .  Butt 
I  have  no  notioiTof  a  little  prosperity  tum« 
ingone's  head,  *tis  a  poor  retum  to  makcr 
Ibr  God's  goodnessr  *' 

Miss  Nojra^  daring  this  discourse;  tuulw 
i^Iapsed  into  silence^  and  vras  endcavoiuifis 
to  find  amusement  by  poring  over  9oinc 
music  books  she  had  taken  up.  **  You 
play^no  doubt/*  observed  I  ^''and  I  have 
a  harp^  and  a  good  piano-^orte  in  my  apart-« 
ment.''  She  stniled  bewitchingly#  **A 
little  on  both  these  Instruments/*  answered 
she»  ^'  but  I  am  out  of  practi ce,  for  I  am 
no  OrpheuSj  and  cannot  give  to  Stocks  and 
4itones  the  power  of  feeltng  the  chgrmsof 
music- '  A'  summons  to  the  dining-room 
prcvcntcd  my  rcplyr«   Wc^  thcrc  fiwiod  thti 


Tsx  ft&mi  or  rihtAVT^     nt 
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u4  Miu^LjdiM^wha^^md^ 

Me/*^  Moon  coinpfeeed  ii>e  fimiljr  pu^» 

•v  How  18  Mus  Seige?  '"^wtkoäLadf  Mk. 

fiuin»  in  t- tone  of  tendemest  w  peculbrif 

Ker  endo wmcAt s  **  1  hope  Aehat tlqp^ 

eAerwue- 1  ahould  not  beaUe fo {wdos 

myidf  Ibrnot  bcingwirii  her.**    s'Ite» 

tlüsigl'*  itplkd  the  fktha^  «« Äo  «u  bcu 

ter  urith  me,  for  she  18  8oflnriJed^  mdao 

ftarfid  pf  bdng  tfouUcfome  heic^  tfaat  k 

fia8  macHrher  vciy  pdorljr  indtcd;**    ''Wt 

i(^  80on  nudoe  her  wdl^  n^  good  su^tk- 

plied  die  bsrone^  if  8he  has  no-  maladjr 

more  seiious  than  thi» :  my  Harnet  wil 

soon  convince  her  that  she  is  at  home.^ 

*•  Thank  yc,  Sir  Murdoch/*  answered  um 

agitated  father.      ^'  V  have  no  doubts  on 

tliesubject;  and  Ptold  my  dear  girl'I  was 

sure  you  were  not  of  the  number  of  those 

who  think  a  sick  guesta  bürden.     God 

forbid  it  should  be  so !  for  such  must  needft 

fiave  hard  hearts  !    But  Willet  teils  us/' 

a)ntimied  be^  addressii^  bis  daughter^  Ly*- 
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dia,  ^f  that  yoar  skter  was  firi^taiedj  «hIi 
disturbed  Im  mght :  why  clid  you  not  xtOi 
xne  up  ?  You  know  it  is  what  I  desim  ypv 
tD  db  alwaye^  whiearshc  doos  npt  mttkh*^ 
^'Ldrd^  papa!"  replied  Misa  Lydk^  V^ 
was  nöchiiigbuta  drunken  man  in  t)ie  ipfqK 
Chamber  \vho  wai^  obsiroperous.  I.  itofd  J}ft 
twenty  times  that  our  door  was  holtcd«  ]Hh 
might:  have^/  with  the  other^//^rtUlaii)kr 
riscj  thcy  would  not  have  kept  me  fnon^ 
sieeping  if  Caroline;  had  becn  quict.^'.  ^'Mfi4 
Sfii^e  has  fully  accounted  for  ycur  aicisr^i 
Indisposition  to  day/'  observed  Lady  Mac* 
lairn  mildly;  ''  you  have  good  health^  my 
dear  young  lady^  and  do  not  know  ha^ 
acon  the  weak  are  fiuttercd ;  but  a  n%bt 
of  undisturbed  reppse  will  remedy^  I  tnui^ 
this  little  alarm.*^*  Poor  Lydia  blushed^ 
but  did  not  answer.  ''  I  expect  to  cstSc* 
blish  my  credit  as  a  Lady  Bountiful^  b^^foie 
you  leave  me/*  ccmttnued  Lady  Maclair^^ 
wiijh  »sumed  cheerfujness»  turoiDg  t0  Mri» 
Sergei  «^  I  hayc  not  ioj^tten  youi  aupt 


% 
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priscilU's  recijjcs.  which  savcd  me  from  a 
dccHne,  nor  the  kindness  with  whicb  »he 
iidministered  theni :  it  would  bc  t'o  inc  i 
blessingto  imicate  her  in  her  lender  cares." 
Mr.  Serge  crosird  his  knife  and  fork,  and 
fixcd  his  tearful  cycs  on  Lady  Macbirn's 
kce,  whilst  his  l^dy  cordially  thanked  her, 
and  added,  "But  you  musi  tr)-  also  to  per- 
suade  my  husbaiid  to  tUink  his  girl  not 
^  bad  as  he  fancies,  for  hc  not  only  (Itt'np 
ber  spirirs  but  ours."  " Soheäa  mamnia," 
laid  Miss  Lydia,  brcaking  through  ihe 
■tupid  vacuity  of  her  countenance  with  a 
liyKtty  Uut  surprisod  me.  '«Caroline- 
faa'(  ^  so  veak  as  pap%  tbiiii,  oc  $he  coiUd. 
qpc  liave  gone  90  mucb  in  tbe .  phaetoa, 
1i}i«a  she  knew  I  hatedtoridfi  *stuffed' 
up  in  the  coach."  "  Hold  your  cungue^ 
qbUtli"  Said  rhe  fathcr  gravcly;  "  you  know 
the  phaeton  was  ordcrcd  for  your  siiter'« 
Ute,  not  your  wbims."  She  was  silented 
and  logked  suUen.  Pitying  the  poor  girl 
»t  m/  sidCj  who  had  shpwn  unei^uivocal 
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marks  of  feeling^  as  well  as  oiimpatiake^  I  ; 
proposed  to  herto  withdraw  inta  my  apsit^ 
Bient,  and  Mm  Leonora  fotlowed  me  with 
alacrity.  She  itnmediatelj  went  to  the 
harp^  and  with  a  touch  convirtced;.iiie 
that  she  was  no  mean  proficient  *on  die  tn- 
Btrument,  any  more  than  m  shi^mg^thoi^' 
she  pleaded  berng  out  of  praccke^  tilice 
she  had  left  her  school.  Stir  Mnrdodr^ 
attractcd  by  cur  voices  fronri  the  ganln^ 
craved  admittance  for  himself  and .  BIr. 
Sei^e,  pleadtng  that  theother  ladiealiad 
left  bim  to  vtsit  the  invalide  Mr«$Qige 
with  mach  apparent  curiosity  examüied 
the  room  and  me  by  turns;  and  at  lengd» 
he  Said,  "  Pray,  young  fady,  what  i»  tfte 
name  of  the  boarding-school  wheK'^yMk 
were  trained  ?  I  replied  that  I  had  ntvtt' 
been  in  any  school,  having  had  the  goo^ 
fbrtune  of  living  with  a  lady  who  instniOl» 
cd  frie  herseift  *^'There  is  nodiing^  Jitor 
it/'  said  he,  nodding  his  head  sagaciously« 
^  Uy  Caroline  wa3  edtscated  at  home  by  a 
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goodaunt.and  ihough  shecannot  draw,  nor 
play,  as  you  and  Nora  do,  yet  she  is  a  \ery 
sensible  and  good  young  woman,  and  I 
think  you  will  like  her."  1  lold  him, 
I  had  postponcd  my  own  gratification, 
lest  my  visit  should  be  rroublesome,  tili  she 
had  somewhat  recovcred  from  theeffccts  of 
her  joumcy.  "  Ahj  poor  thing  !"  said  he 
with  emotion,  '*  rhcre  is  thc  rub !  she  is 
100  good  for  this  world!  But  you  will  aay, 
when  you  know  her,  that  you  ncver  saw  a 
morc  patient  sufFerer !" 

In  a  Word,  ic  appears  to  me,  thac  poor 
Mr.  Serge  ran  talk  of  nothing  buc  hia 
isOi^iUsi :  thu  hls  lady  can  do  any  thing 
beCtor  than  comniand  Ikf  conguc  :  that 
Mtts  Lydia  is  an  automaton,  uscful  to 
fetch  «id  cariy ;  and  that  the  beauty  is 
uidier  in  her  dement  here,  nor  contentcd 
in)r  where.  So  much  for  my  first  four- 
ud-twenty  hours  knowledge  of  this  iUua»> 
tiioua  &mily. 
Good  Night  l 
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Fnom  the  same  U  the  same* 

...  ..f 

I SUPPOSE  I  sfaall  havenoint«Uiga)0tr 
ofour  fricnds  at  Hartley-pool^  moic  dineff 
than  what  Mary  sends  me  from  H^itthpK« 
Malcolm  is  not  in  Sfiirit»,  he  confe^gct  thptf 
he  never  had  a  more  difficult  Icsson  to  pntw- 
tise,  than  the  one  at-  present  asstgoed  hfioi^ 
which  is  to  amuse  Mr.  Sei^  at  Tarefidd^' 
iiostead  of  guarding  the  Heaperian  fruit  äff 
ticartley-pool«  He  toldme  this  moning 
with  a  very  solemn  countenancc;  that  he 
beard  Alice's  beauty  had  gained  her  tlHl 
firstpost  ofhonour>  and  that she  was  raucH^ 
admired.  I  laughed  him  out.of  his  follje^ 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  Mary  to  giw 
Alice  a  hint  not  to  iook  ioo  hands9mi  ai 
Hcartley-pool . 
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Miss  Sergejs  incrcased  Indisposition  has 
>rcvcritcd  my  visitinghcr  tili  this  morning ; 
Doctor  Douglass  was  consulted«  and  he  has 
lappily  succceded  in  relieving  thc  pain  shc 
tuffered.  On  congratulating  her  mother^shc 
■cplicd,  '^  to  bc  surc,  it  is  a  comfort  to  sec 
icr  beasy:  but,  dear  me !  the  thing  is  to  »ee 
tlast.*'  And  withthi^ Observation  sheseem- 
)d  to  have  dismissed  übe  subject  of  her 
laughter-s  Indisposition«  and  she  talked  only 
>f  thc  iaies,  and  her  surprisc  that  shc  had 
[ivcdso  many  ycar«  inthe  World  withouthav- 
ing  heard  of  them  tili  within  a  fcw  months, 

Thc  fond  father,  in  the  mean  time,  now 
looks  up  to  the  doctor  with  the  most  san- 
guine  hopes  ;  and  is  as  completely  domes- 
ticated  herc  as  if  he  had  hcen  born  at  the 
Hall.  Malcolm  is  the  delight  of  his  eyes, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  are,  in  his  own 
words,  '*  extraordinary  people."  We  con- 
triveby  their  aid  to  amusehim  manyhours 
in  the  day  ;  and  the  goodbaronet  has  not 
.been  interrupted  in  his   pursuits :  he  ap- 
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pears  Co  enjoy  thc  enlaigement  of  tfae  ciakg 
particularly  in  thc  evcning«    Last  nig^; 
afcer  supper»  Mr.  Serge  could  taik  of  Mr" 
thing  but  his  day^s  amusement»    Hehi«|.': 
been  with  his  friends  and  guides    t^o  itt%' 
Wereland  Place»  a  farm  in  apeculatkm»  »'^ 
you  know^  for  Malcolm«  **  It  is  veiy  pdj^^^i 

observed  he^  ^*  that  v^cn  I  lived  in  Londii^^ 

• 

and  kcpt  tight  to  the  harä,  as  I  may  Mf^ 
I  used  to  think  of  the  pleasure^  I  ishould  ff^/^ 
joy  in  the  country;  but  when  there^  I       * 
always  weary  of  Walking  about  betoke 
«et.    Now  I  think  this  was  becauso  I  htd 
nothing  to  do  but  to  walk  about^  and  that 
it  was  idleness.  not  the  country^  of  which  l 
was  tired,  Pray  how  old  is  Mn  Wilson?*. 
Makolm  thought  he  was  turned  of  Äßyv; 
"  Surprising  !'*  observed  Mr.  Serge  i  ^'wbat 
a  colour»  and  what  activity !     There  is  no* 
thing  like  the  life  of  a  farmer  i  I  have  g^m 
Mn   Wilson  a  hint  today  that  I 
like  to  purchase  something  in  this  neidw: 
bourhood»  I  should  not  cavil  at  any 
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lut  would  fix  me  upon  you,  my  young 
riend,  as  an  apprentice  in  che  farming  bu. 
Iness.  I  see  clearly  that  in  Order  to  cn- 
oy  the  country,  a  man  must  have  country 
Kisiness  on  his  hands :  you  would,  I 
lare  say,  hclp  a  young  beginner  to  know 
»ts  from  barley."  He  shook  Malcolm'« 
land  with  cordiality,  and  addcd  in  a  low 
roicc  something  at  wiiich  he  laughed  hear- 
:ily,  and  whicH  produced  a  crimson  blush 
In  Malcolm's  face.  "  How  would  Mrs. 
pergc  and  the  young  ladies  like  to  give 
üp  the  fashionable  world,  for  the  busines* 
of  the  dairy  and  the  retiremcnt  of  the 
country?" aaked he.  "Dearme!"  answcred 
Mrs.  SeigCj  **I  bam  so  used  to  Mr.  Serge't 
^ays  that  he  khow  I  only_  laugh  at  his  vitns. 
I  am  suFc  he  is  tired  to  death  at  Putney» 
äf  he  itay  With  us  a  week  at  a  time  1  He 
-vould  make  a  fine  hand  of  it,  to  live  in 
tidt  pare  of  the  world,  where  votu  do  not 
tee  a  soul  by  the  week  b^her  !*'-  *,'  Are 
ihere  vof  nobl^men's  teau  near  you,  Mr» 
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MadlirAf  "  aftk«d  Miss  Leoriorti«  d»d^ 
ing  her  mother'ft  loquacitjr«  «<  Not  tniMf,^ 
Was  the  answcr:     ^^  So  much  tbe  betttt^ 
Implied  Mr.  Sei^ge^  *'  I  never  couricd  dhär 
custom  fior  their  acquaintance :  fet  tfvdy 
man  kccp  hia  Station  and  place»  and  'tut 
his  cpat  according  to  his  doch/  in  infm. 
wajrs  than  one.   I  am  a  man  mrho  love  |)0i* 
per  Subordination»  though  I  hate  alavoiy; 
An  army  is  bodly  disciplined»  in  my  sniiid» 
when  the  tfommanding  oilicers  at€  *1»i 
fellow  weil  met'  with  the  privates ;  IM 
ifirhcn  I  See  a  lord  or  a  duke  quit  hii  Hx\^ 
I  understand  how  matters  are  going  dn.J 
have  not  lived  in  the  world  for  nofihii^.'^ 
**  Well  bur,  papa/'  said  the  livcly  Mist 
Nora^  seixing  in  a  moment  her  father'i  dlu<* 
sion»  </I  suppose  there  is  no  sin  in  a  private 
soldier's  rising  in  his  rcgimcnt  if  hecan  do 
so  honourably/'     "  Ccrtainly  not,  child,** 
answered  Mr*  Sei^e.    *'  Why  thei»  dö  yoil, 
persist  in    refusirig  the  borough    ofibmi 
y oü»  and  being  knighted  ?  Your  £äfiäiy 
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might  be  the  better  for  good  connections; 
sifj  and  yourself  more  useful^  than  in  your 
present  private  Station."  "You  talk,  Nora, 
likeagirl/'  answered  the  placid  fatherr 
•*  but  all  the  world  knows,  child,  though 
ithas  not  yet  reached  you»  that  the  borough 
and  the  title,  might  have  been  purchased 
hj  any  man  as  well  as  your  father ;  1  nei« 
thcr  liked  the  price,  nor  the  duty ;  and  l 
trust^  those  who  had  the  bargain^  will  like  ic 
better  than  I  did  mine  for  clothing  the 
army/*  added  he,  turning  to  Sir  Murdoch. 
"  It  requires  a  better  head  than  l  have,'* 
pursued  he,  "  to  make  contracts  with  the 
present  managers.  I  give  you  my  word  thcy 
understand  vcry  well  how  to  make  a  good 
baigain  for  the  public  purse ;  and  I  found 
thcir  sbears  cut  c loser  than  mine,  notwith« 
Standing  my  experience  in  the  use  of  them, 
Howevcr,  it  is  all  well :  I  am  quit,  with 
knowing  I  nevcr  spöiled  a  poor  fellow's 
clothing  of  a  year,  for  the  sake  of  cabbag^ 
ing  a  shilling's  worth  of  the  stufig"     H? 

VOL.    IIT.  t 
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laughed  heartily  at  this  spccimen  oi  hk 
'wit,  and  enjoycd  ours  with  dclight.  Theie 
SergcSj  Lucjr :  amuse  me^  -they  exhibtc 
to  me  characters^  w^hich«  if  not  Singular  in 
themselvesj  are  new  to  mc.  iMy  atandacd 
ibr  human  naturCj  and  iiuman  conduct«  icn 
quires  some  medium :  as  it  stoodat  Heatfa^ 
CQt^  it  was  too  much  elevated  for  the  mul« 
titüde ;  and  in  my  respect  for  virtue»  yov 
haveoften  reproached  me/for  wantiog  pky 
for  folly.  I  am  persuaded  that  you  would 
at  present  be  satisfied  with  me.  I  am.  nei-> 
thcr  temptcd  to  laugh,  nor  to  yawn^.when 
Mrs.  Serge,  in  all  the  simplicity  of  vkind- 
ncss,  pities  my  duJl  ///>,  and  promises  mc 
to  exact  from  Sir  Murdoch  and  Lady 
Maclairn  a  positive  engagement  to  $end 
me  to  her  in  the  winter  months.  ^*  Thoiigb 
Putney  is  not  St.  James's-street/*  addsshe, 
''  I  so  manage^  that  it  is  always  next  doör 
to  any  public  amus.ements  l  like :  and  as 
Leonora  vi^ill  expect  to  see  Lunnun  next 
winter,  as  a  young  woman,  you  may  be 


#ift«hitih;>*^o&tiMäd  nfie,  «k  diibfc  pcople 

gatn  nothing  b}rgiviogUf>thepIeisuits0C 
youth,  supposing  alwkys  Acf  are  imioecBt.' 
Who  would  belicvc.LadyMiacraim,  Tot  ex- 
«mple,  was  nocmuch  more  than  thrce  yeara 
older  than  I ;  and  when  I  try  to  rccall  her 
bcautyand  chcerful  tenOpcrtotnyinaiKVy 
as  they  Struck  me  when  I  fint  knew  her,  I 
ean  hardly  beüevc  she  i»  the  Harriec 
Flamall  evcry  body  inu'lir  love  wirti.  To 
'be  sure  youth  bave  its  böUr,  bot  cheerfiil- 
nets  will  last  to  all  scasons,  if  peoplc  do 
itdCtaa^  it  out  by  indolence.  However.** 
added  she,  "  poor  Harrict  hroe  had  truts 
I  ncTt^  had ;  and  betwccn  ounclves,  I  have 
houd  my  aunt  Priscilla  say,  that  she  was 
catly  in  life  doomed  to  gorrow,  from  the 
däth  of  a  young  nian  she  lotcd."  We  havc 
had  many  such  conversations  as  thesc  in  pur 
«alks  i  for  I  devote  my  mornings  to  Lady 
Msciaim's  aervico*  Mrs.  Serge  is  delighted 
with  Mrs.  Wilson,  arid  no  less  pleascd  wich 
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my  friendfl  atthe  cpttages^  to  whom  shehat 
been  liberal  in  her  donations«    But  wich  all 
my  labours  I  can  perceive  that  she  is  hear- 
tily  tired  of  being  at  Tarefield ;  and  yester- 
day  she  cqnsulted  me  very  gravely  on  «tbe 
propriety  of  requesting  that  Caroline  migbt 
remain  at  the  Hall  during  her  exciirsion  ta 
the  lakes.    'Vi  have  no  doubtj^**  added  she 
with  alacrity  and  contentment,  *'iof  Mf^ 
Sergejs  preferring  to  stay  with  Caroline. 
Lydia  shall.remain  also«  to  amuse  her ;  and 
Mr.  Maclairn  will  not  refuse  to  squire  us; 
The  Coach  will  just  hold  us,  and  we  shall 
have  a  charming/rö//V  /"    For  a  momcnt  I 
feit  angry,  but  the  innoccnce  of  hcart,  which 
is  the  companion  öf  this  weak  head,  soften- 
ed  me.     I  with  all  gentleness,   thercforCj 
liinted  at  the  appearance  of  unkindness.amL 
jndifference  which  the  proposal  of  itself 
would  convey  to  the  mind  of  her  daugh.- 
ter;    and  withal  asserted,    that  I   knew 
Mr.  Maclairn    had  en^gemcnts,    which 
would  prevcnt  bis  Icaving  Tarcfidd  for 
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iui^  time^  '^That^ttuitiiic^/'  KplU  she  t 
flipp)«  ll^  m^^fornext 

ywataaHy^w^^Wi«^^^  if  it  cott  mr 

^bkffvtffiff^^i^^  her  alw  vcfjr 

tivilk^'llu^J  liad-beeni  frequentlj'ixionchs 
ae « time  in  London  during.  the  vinter, 
but  that  I  had  never  regretted  the  absence 
of  liondon  amusenfients  at  Tarefield.  She 
Nfted  up  her  hands  and  eyes^  and  said  1 
amazed  her.  I  quitted  her  during  her  sur« 
prise^  saying  I  was-  going  to  sit  ^ith  Miss 
Serg^  an  bour» 
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Ih  continuathn.'^'l  am  just  returncd 
from  visiting  the  poco*  dcclining  Caroline. 
She  is  a  modest  unafFccted  you  ng  woman^and 
rescmbles  her  youngest  sistcr*  I  tbidk  her 
fcatures  arc  still  more  regulär  than  hers^  and 
her  large  black  eyes  more  expressive,  from 
the  languor  of  sicknes&  that  soft ens  dowii 
their  jetty  lustre.  I  fancy  töo  she  1»  natura 
ally  fairer  tban  Leonora,  at  least  her  palc- 
ness  indicates  a  clearer  complexion.  SYit 
is  extremely  dcfective  in  her  shape  :  l  do 
not  recollect  having  seen  a'  person  marc 
crooked  ;  and  I  cannot  hclp  thinking  the 
dreadful  spasms  in^her  stomach  have  ori*. 
ginatcd  in  the  distortion  of  her  shape, 
and  from  the  compression  it  is  doomcd 
to  suffer.  She  was  in  her  easy  chair,  and 
thß  emblem  of  neatness  :  the  room  in 
exact  Order,  and  at  her  band  a  book.  I 
congratulated  her  on  her  cxemption  from 
pain,  and  told  her  that  our  favourite, 
Doctor  Doiiglass,  was  in  danger  of 
being  spoiled  by  our  gratitude  for  hav- 
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mg  relieved  her.  She  meekly  bowed, 
and,  thanking  me,  spokc  of  Lady  Mac- 
lairn's  kindnese,  and  the  fariguc  she  had 
so  tinfominately  introduccd.  '*  I  was 
cntjrely  governcd  by  my  wishes  to  oblige 
my  parents,"  added  she,  "  in  hazarding 
1  journey;  bcing  convinced  that  I  can 
«cpcct  no  bcnefit  to  accruc  to  mc  from 
fcaving  Pütney-  But  icarmisesmy  fami- 
ly,  and  diverts  my  dcar  faEher's  thoughts 
from  an  evenC"  which  he  considers  with  too 
jnuch  rcndernes3  and  grief.  lam  pleasedby 
BoctorDoiiglass's  frankness,"  continued 
»he  j  "  he  houestly  owns,  that  he  sccs  no 
advantage  for  me  in  travelling ;  and  he 
has  contrived  to  convince  my  fiiends  that 
f  cannot  be  betler  than  at .  bome.  They 
3o  not  undcrstand  him ;  bui  1  da,  Miss 
Covley."  You  will  suppose  niy  reply. 
«« You  read  sometimes,  I  sce,"  said  I, 
taking  up  the  volume  on  the  table :  ic  was 
die  Economy  of  Human  Life.  "  My 
lltcle  library  coatains  some  authörs  who 
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will  not  disgracc  yours.  1  will  bring  the 
catalogue/'  "Your  rccomniendation  of  onc 
will  sufEce,"  answcred  she,  pensivcly  smiU 
ing,  •'  for  I  am  not  ablc  to  read  much» 
My  fathcr  reads  frequently  to  mc  ,•  and  if 
you  will  favour  me  with  any  periodical 
work  I  shall  bc  obliged  to  you ;  hc  Li 
fond  of  works  of  that  sort.*'  I  pro- 
iniscd  to  send  the  **  Mirror"  to  her  room, 
4$he  net  having  lead  it ;  and  I  <^uitted  her 
in  a  proper  frame  öf  mind  to  visit  Miss 
Flint.  Shc  appears  to  mc  to  bc  considcr« 
ably  mendcd  in  her  health^  and  shc  was 
morc  cheerful  than  I  have  secn  her  for  a 
long  time.  I  always  thought  solitude  a 
good  remedy  for  thote  wlio  could  not 
cnjoy  socieryj  or  rather  who  spoiled  it» 
She  was  chatty,  and  of  ccurse  1  was  not 
ill  humoured,  Shc  asked  me  many  ques- 
tions  relative  to  our  gucsts  ;  and  parti- 
cularly  whcthcr  the  "table  was  abundant 
jmd  handsomc/'  '*I  hope  itis  so/*  addcd 
shc;   "fori    was  cxplicit   with  Harrict 
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iiat  point.  Her  friends'  cntertainment 
dl  consider  as  n^r  conccrn  j  under 
rroofiit  ought  tobe  50."  "I  onljr 
lyou  could  contrivf  to  sTiarc  in  your 
ätriity  below  stairs,"  obscrvcd  I,  "  I' 
iCertaiJi  it  might  be  efFected  without 
Mo  you,  or  trouble  to  the  servants, 
:  thun  onc  five  minures  would  accom* 
She  shook  her  head,  and  sakl 
»ras  fearful  of  hrcaking  into  thc  regi-, 
which  tlie  doctorhadprescribed,  atid 
which  she  trusted  for  some  relief  j 
jfaat  since  Mrs.  Allen  had  so  kindly. 
led  her  time  to  her,  she  had  all  the, 
"ort  her  Situation  nccdcd.  "How.4 
added  she, ."  I  should  bc  vexed 
'BSC  good  pcople  fancied  I  shunnei- 
frorn  piide  ;  and  Ithink  I  am  equil 
:eiving  thcm  as  tca-visicors  ;  will  you 
»e  it  to  them,  whcn  you  think  tf» 
emen  will  bc  abscnt."  **  Let  it  be 
.arening  tben,"  repljcd  I  with  gaiety.; 
'5 
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«  you  will   find  that   Company  iK^ill  not* 
kflscn    your  bopes  from   an  abstemious 
di€t/'     She  conscnted^  and  I  left  her  to 
announce  my  commission. 

In  continuatien.  —  IVednesday  moming. 
We  assembied  yesterday  in  Miss  Flinfs 
State  apartmcnt :  cven  the  poor  Caroline 
was  of  the  party.  The  firsc  coup  d^anl 
^onviAced  me  that  Miss  Flint  had  not 
quite  done  with  this  vain  World  :  all  was 
in  State ;  and  the  heiress  of  Tarefield,  in  a 
fine  muslin  wrapping  gown  trimmed  wijrh 
lace,  received  us  with  much  ceremony, 
hol  withno  want  of  kindness.  Ladf 
Maclaim  officiated  at  the  tea-table ;  and 
Mrs.  Serge^  whose  aittention  had  htm 
much  engaged  with  the  various  decora« 
laons  of  the  room,  now  suddenly  aurvejr^ 
ing  the  ponderoias  silver  tea-boaod  and 
tta-kettle,  wondertd^  according  to  c\x%m 
tom^  that  her  ladyship  did  not  cxchange 
1^  hqiTy  #ld  iashioned  plate  for  whaf  wus 
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tasty  and  ^^  beUgant.**  Miss  Flintj  with 
a  spiee  of  her  ancient  aiperity»  observed» 
that  it  had  been  long  in  the  Flint  fanülf^ 
and  she  preferred  it  to  more  modern.  '  ^'1 
beg  your  pardon/'  replied  the  uncon- 
sciouft  offendei'^  ^5 1  did  not  kno\i^  it  be- 
l6nged  to  you»  madam ;  but  i  cannot 
unsay  what  I  have  said«-  I  know  some 
fdks  think  dd-fashioned  plate  honourable 
to  themselves,  as  it  proves  their  faniily^t 
opulence ;  but  for  my  part;  it  is  not  mj 
notion  that  hönour  depend  upon  any  such 
things«  I  lately  soid  a  silver  bowl  which 
held  thrcegallons^that  had  been  mygreat- 
grandfather's.  You  Lady  Maclairn/'added 
she,  laughing,  ••  bcing  of  the  Hatchway 
•family  :  you  will,  perhaps,  blande  mc;  for 
it  was  an  omurabU  bowl,  as  I  can  affirm« 
It  was  aJpresent  from  the  ship's  bowners, 
foF  his  fighting  with  a  privatcer  and  sink- 
ing  her :  the  whole  story  was  engravcd 
on  the  rim^  with  the  namcs  of  the  '  bow^ 
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ners^^  and  of  thc  ship  my  great  grand- 
fathei  saved  from  the  cncmy.**  "  I  ccr* 
tainly  should  have  preserved  it/*  replied 
Lady  Maclairn,  '^as  an  evidencc  so  honour« 
ablc  to  the  captain's  bravery,  and  his  cm- 
ployers'  gratitude.*'  Dcar  me  !'*  an&wcmj 
shCj  ''  \i\io  trouble  themselves  with  things 
of  this  sort  after  they  are  past  away  a 
little  while !  It  was  quite  useless  to  me^ 
so  I  exchanged  it  fot  a  *\  bapron*'  and 
«ome  egg-cups»  with  other  triflcs.**  Thc 
sauey  Lconora  laughed  immodcratcly» 
*'  You  ought  to  say,  my  dear  madani>  an 
epargne.'  Without  a  musclc  of  my  facebc- 
ing  movcd,  **I  bcg  your  pardon,  saiji  I,  but 
as  the  Word  is  a  French  one^  a  stranger  to 
the  language  may  excusc  the  liberty  of 
jbeing  correctcd  in  the  pronouncing  it. 
Epargn^r,  means  to  saye,  or  tö  sparc^ 
and  this  elegant  ornament  for  a  table  is  not 
«aisnamcdj  for  it  is  commonly  filled. 
with  tri^cs  which  cost  but  little  to.  thc 
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nor  of  a  feast/'     **'  Thank    you,  my 
ir  Miss  Cowley/*  said  shc,  with  pcr- 
t  good   humour,   **  you    have   taught 
r  vrhat  I  did'iiot  know  beforc ;   and  if 
ira  had  employed  her  knowledgc  of  the 
ench  tongue  as  well,  shc  ^vould  not  have 
sgraced  her  heducation,   by  laughing  at 
r    mQthcr/*      Leonora  blushcd,     and 
Bwered    that    she    had    called    it    an 
^rg^e  constantly  in    her  hearing,    but 
3Ught    she    mighc    be    deemed  imper- 
\ent    to    carry   her  **  critique'*    farther. 
Rather  say,    chjld/'    replied  the  good- 
Ltured  mother,  **  that  you    did  not  wish 
e  to  understand    beparner  was   io  save, 
jt,   like  your  Lady  Gudgeon,    I  should 
udge  you  clean  gloves,  and  fill,  ^s  she 
,  my  beparner  with  wax  oranges  and  ap- 
es.**      It  was  now  her  turn   to  laugh, 
id  we  gave  no  ofFence  by  joining  in  her 
irth.     A  rubber  of  *^  Vhisk''  completed 
e  cvcning  j  and  Miss  Fünt,  graciously 
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thapking  her  for  her  Company,  saw  us 
depart  withoutany  signs  of  being  £ütigued. 
by  her  excrtions. 

Next  Tuesdaywc  arc  to  go  to  Dui> 
harn  to  pass  the  day.  Mrs.  Serge  has 
wisely  given  up  the  project  of  seeing 
the  lakes ;  and  as  something  must  be  doiie^ 
to  please  her»  Lady  Maclairn  has  pro- 
mlsed  to  accompany  her  in  this  jaunn 
If  you  are  not  gratefui»  so  much  the 
worse ;  for  not  only  time,  but  labour  i$ 
]ost  to  V 

Your 
'  Rachel  Cowlit^ 


■  f-»i 


ri' 


ISi 


LETTER  XLIL 


Trom  the^samc  to  the  same. 


o 


UR  good  doctor  wilLhavc  a.morerich 
and  costly  ofFering  from  xhe  grateful  Mr^ 
Sergc^  than  any  (h^t  osttntation  or  super- 
s(ition  ever  gave  to  Esculaplus^  or  to  an/ 
Saint  in  the  Romaa  calendar.  if  he  can 
manage  to  kcep  hii^  patient  as  many  years 
as  he  has  done  hours  from  the  cruel  in- 
vader,  pain.  Yet  I  ai^i  angry  with  Doug- 
lass's  honesty  ;  he  teils  me  that  this  poor 
girl  cannot  live  long ;  and  that  cven  the 
medicinc  we  fancy  so  efficacious,  will 
«ooa  lose  it&  benign  efFect.  "  She  knows 
her  condition/*  added  he  with  synuk 
pathy^  *^  and  has  oöly  the  wish  of  secing 
her  father  more  reconciled  to  thethoughts 
of  losingher»  butwemust  let  lum  en« 
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joy  thc  present,  and  trust  for  the  future 
to  that  Being  who  will  support  him.'* 

The  day  before  ycsterday,  Miss  Lcöi- 
nora  and  myself  went  to  Bishop'6-Auck:- 
land  for  an  airing,  The  dapper  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Willet,  Mt.  Sergejs  scrvant,  ac^ 
tended  us  :  and  1^  vcry  successfuUy^  C9ns> 
ducted  the  whisky  to  Mrs.  Crofts*  tlooK 
The  good  oFd  lady  received  uy  with.great 
kindness ;  and  aftcr  niäking  r  fcw  pur- 
chases,  her  daughter  attended*  us-  to  tUc 
circulating  library,  thc  principal  oBject 
with  Miss  Nora.  We  found  this.shop 
was  in  the  samestrect  with- Susan  Croftg*J 
and  its  rival  for  smartncss.     My  compsth^ 

• 

ion,  whb  had  languished  ftr  ^^^>'at  tKe 
iHäir,  instäntly  procecded  to-  ihake  an 
ämplc  Selection.     Scorcs  wcrc  preduCed 

for  hct  'use  ;  and  V  tliought  our-  buäii 
Ticss  finished '  hrfere, .  "vWicn'  ^ Miss  '  Lcönoni 
äccidchtally  töök  lip  ä  neVrno^'el  which 
y  shiehÄdbeen  dßngio-kti  för  i ^hth i** 
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it  the  third  volume  was  in  circulä- 
3n :  it  wa5  hourly  expected,  howevcr, 
d  the  shopman  would  send  it  with  the 
iith  and  last.  This  civility  would  not 
.  The  young  lady  could  not  wait :  shc 
)uld  purchase  the  work  rather  thiin 
t  have  it :  she  should  be  quite  miserable 
t  to  take  it  home  with  her,  her  curio- 
y  having  been  excited  by  seeing  it  with- 
her  reach.  <'  Has  any  of  your  neigh«. 
Urs  this  book^  Mr.  Type?*'  asked  Miss 
oft« ;  *'  perhaps^  by  sending,  you  might 
t  the  volume  for  the  young  lady."  "  He 
Kild  endeavour:  a  gentleman  at  the  Mitre 
d  hired  it  the  precedir.g  day,  and  per- 
ps  he  had  done  with  it."  He  aleitly 
ppcd  to  the  dcor  to  cvcss  to  the  inn, 
icn,  as  quicMv  rctiirnir.g  to  make  way 
"  the  envicd  possessrr  of  the  third  vo- 
lle, he  began  to  urgc  his  requcst,  and 
*  young  lady 's  wishes  for  the  comjilcte 
:  of  the  work.  A  graccful  compliance 
Iowed   from  a  vcry   handsome  man  of 
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about  thirty ;  and  who,  addrcssing  mc,  vciy ' 
gallantly  dcclared  that "  he  was  inexpris-^ 
sibly  ßatteredm  contributing  in  thc  smallcst 
degrce  ta  Miss  Comley*s  wishcs   and  plea-- 
surc.     Mtss  Cowley,  who  saw  no  necessitjr 
for    incurring    an    Obligation   "wkere  the 
obliger  had  so  manifest  an  advantage  ovcr 
her,  in  regard  to  his  knowrcdgc  of  her- 
name,    only    coldly    bowed,    and    stid 
that  not  having  any  peculiar  interest  to 
gratify  by.  his  politeness,  sbe  would '  refer* 
him  to  her  yoong  friend  for  thosc  thank» 
due  for   his   indulgence  of  her  curiosit3r» 
•'  /am  indeed,  sir,"  said  Miss  Serge,  <'ex- 
tremely  obligcd  to  you ;  but  1  shall  nov 
long  detain  thc  work,  far  Tread  very  quick% 
To-morrow  evening  they.will   be  rcturned,. 
or  the  ncxt   mörning  at  furthest.'*   '  He 
bowcd,  and  weleft  the  shop,  ordering  the 
books  to  Susan  Crofts*.  In  our  way  laskcd' 
Susan  the  n^ime  of  this  civil  gentleman  who- 
had  becn  so  ready  to  contribute  to  *'  Mist 
Cowley's"  happiness»  *'He  was  a  stranger; 
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larcly  come  'to   Bishop*s-AukIand.     ITc 

lodged  at  the  Mitre  Inn,  she  bclicved,  for 

shc    had  scen  him   there  scvcral    timcs 

.within  a  day   or  two,   and  she  thought 

him  a  vciy  handsome  man."     •'  I  think 

he  has  a  very  good  pcrson/'   replied  I. 

"  He  thinks  so  himself,  I  am  certain/'  ob- 

served  Miss  Nora,  «'by  the  elaborate  pains 

he  takes  to  display  it."  I  made  no  ans  wer, 

for  I  pcrccived  that  gratitude  had    not 

banished  the  young  lady's  displeasure,  in 

having  been   overlooked  for  the  gcntle- 

man's     •'  Miss  Covvley."      Mrs.   Cröfts 

in  our  absence  had  scnt  for  my  frost-bir- 

tcn  friends  from  their  school,  and  had  sct 

out  her  cake  and  wine,  whilst  Willet  was 

stowing  the  cargo  of  books  in  the  vchiclc, 

and  waiting  with  it  at  the  door.  My  grcet- 

ings  with  the  children  dctained  mc  some 

Kttle  time :   I  did  not  pcrccive  even  that 

my  companion  had  quittcd   the  parlour 

tili  I  rose  to  dcpart ;  but  concludcd,  when 

I  did  miss  her,  that  she  was  in  the  shop. 
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I  was  mistaken,  she  was  not  there ;  but 
approaching  the  door,  expecting  to  find 
her  by  the  carriage,  I  saw  her  Coming 
from  Mr.  Type's  with  hasty  Steps.  Oo 
cxpressing  my  surprise  at  her  absencc,  sho 
told  me  that  she  had  fortunately  disco« 
vcred,  in  taking  out  her  purse  to  pay; 
Miss  CroftS;»  that  she  had  left  her  pocket» 
book  on  the  bookseller's  counter,  *'  and 
judging  it  the  «ecurest  method,  I  went  fo5 
it  myself/*  added  she  ;  **  luckily  I  found 
it,  cxactly  as  I  supposed,  concealed  by  thc- 
books  1  had  rejected.  Only  think  l  That 
coxcomb  was  still  in  the  shop, .  Howfor* 
tunate  that  he  did  not  sce  it  V  I  snrtiicd^ 
for  I  saw  through  this  little  coquetry.  «'It 
would  not  have  becn  pleasant  to  me,  I  do 
assurc  you/'  pursued  she,  "  to  have  secn. 
it  in  his  hands  ;  for  one  docs  not  write 
onc's  thoughts  for  every  eye.  Neither  da 
I  beiieve  it  would  have  pleascd  Mr.  Mal- 
colm to  have  scen  this  beau  at  thc  Hall  on 
thc  pretcnce  of  giving  you  your  straycd 
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"  X  do  not  sce  the  drift  of  your 

replied  I  j  "  for  whac  conccni 

Machlrn  have  had    in  a  busi- 

:clusivdy  yours  ?     However,  I 

,'QU  bave  recovered  yOur  book, 

.  tKe  genücman  the  trouble  of 

he  Hall." — "  We  might,  not- 

i|gj    hayc   made  such  a  visit  a 

for    ourscivcs,"    answered  shc 

;  "for,    to  speafc  rhcrruch,  I 

lover  would  not  be  the  worsc 

jcalousy.     He  is  too  secure; 

tht^   hppes  and  anxietics    of  la 

torotiac    him:     You    reaüy 

.jjiough  brother  and  sister.  I 

re  how  you  contrive  lo  keep 

ilness   at    Tarefieid :    what 

^«/  Jovtr,  and   the    sober 

,|Hali,  I  think  you  as  much 

ijjlfS  :l  am, '!       "  Mueh   the 

iseji  1,  laughing ;"  for  my 

imaginary  as   your  own. 

ii^ry,  and  the  retJremenr  at 
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thc  Mall ;  and  I  am  attached  to  ics  "in- 
niatcs.  I  am  so  compietely  Malcolm 
Mäclairn's  j/j/^r  that  I  am  his  chiefcon- 
fident,  and  hc  rcads  his  love  lettcrsito  mc. 
He  will  soon,  I  trust,  be  marricd  to  k 
very  amiablc,  dcserving  yoang  hdy,  id 
whom  he  has  been  attached  sevcralyean: 
she  rcsidcs  with  her  mother  in  thii  ndgh- 
boured  ;  but  she  is  at  prcsent  froni'HomV/' 
"  Good  hcavcTis  !"  txclainricd  miss^Mönl 
with  a  pretty  theatrical  air,  ^*  yoü  makc 
me  cnvy  this  Phillis !  With  such  ä  swain 
as  Mr.  Maclairn,  and  with  a  mind  suir- 
able  to  her  Situation  in  life,  and  thc  socic- 
ty  in  which  she  will  probably  pass  all  her 
days,  how  happy  is  her  condrtion  when 
compared  with  minc  !**  "Miss  Hcart- 
ley/'  rcplied  I^  "  has  been  educatcd  by 
a  n[K)ther  who  has  prepared  her  to  act'pro- 
perly  in  cvery  society  and  Situation  in  life. 
Mrs.  Heartley  has  livcd  in  the  worldi  and 
is  a  superior  woman.'*  •*  My  lot^  thcn/' 
Said    «he,     «'is     misery   to    this    young 
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lady's  !'*    Shc  spoke  with  emotion.    "  Do 
not  answer  noc^"   continued  she,     "  tili 
you  have  reflectcd  on  my  reasQns  for  dis- 
content.     With  an  education  which  has 
f     Uiight   me  to  blush  at  ignorance«  and  to 
bc  offended  by  vulgarity  ;   accustomed  to 
cnjoy  with  girls  of  fashion^  rank,  and  for- 
tune»  the  advantages  and  the  hopes  which 
have    resulted   from    my  ^Situation   with 
them  ;  .1  am  now  doomed  to  live  in  a  So- 
ciety, in  which  I  am  hourly  exposed  to 
give  offence  and  to  be  offended.     Be  in-« 
geauous,  my  dear  Miss  Cöwley  !  Teil  me, 
do  you  think  that  .^evcn  years  and  more 
passed  in  oneof.the  iirst  schools  in  town, 
can  have  rendercd  me  a  fit  inmate  for  my 
father's  house,  or  a  suitable  companion 
for  my  mother's  acquaintance  ?     I  read 
in  your  countenance  that  my  appeal  has 
Tcached  .your  heart.      Can  you  bc  sur-*^ 
prised   that  I  am  disgusted  and  repining 
in  parties  composed  of  ^shopkeepers  and 
(beir  w^vcs,  masters  of  ships,  and  gen«^ 


) 


141  LADY    MACLAIRK, 

tcel  pcople  who,  in  my  mcthcr*s  dialect, 
live  "right  up,"  viz.  on  thcir  little  fortunc, 
and  who,  fancying  thcy  are  gentry\  because 
thcy  havc  no  longer  the  drudgcry  of  open- 
ing  a  Shop  and  standing  behind  its  coun- 
ter,    affect    airs     truly   ridiculous,     and 
even   sickening  to  me.     It  was  entirdy 
owing  to  Caroline's    influence  with  my 
father  that  we  came  hither,  instead  of 
being  draggcd  down  to  Y — m— -th  with  a 
paity  of  my  mothcr*s  ^*  boli  "  fricnds^  Mr. 
Crimp  rhe  coal  merchant  and  his  femily ; 
and  it  was   not  witbout  some   difHcülty 
that  we  prevaiied  on  my  mothcr  to  givc 
up  the  tovotr  of  Norfolk  which  thcse  her 
hold  fricnds  had  proposed.     But  I  would 
havc  died  sooncr  than  havc  submittcd  !     I 
have  met  with    mortifications    at   Bath, 
which  will   prevent  my  having  the  folly 
of  ever  being   seen  again  in  a  place  of 
public  resort  without    proper  introduc« 
tion !     This  was    a  fear  I    never  expe- 
rienccd  at  school,  when  looking  fi^rwards 
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to  my  freedom  from  it«  confinemcnt.  Miss 
Serge ^  thecontracter's  daughter,  was  therc 
on  a  level  wich  che  first  girls  in  the  house : 
nor  was  there  one  pupil  in  it  whosc  master» 
wcrc  more  liberal  ly  paid,  for  my  mother 
chose  I  should  make  them  presents  cvery 
vacation  ;  and  she  was  equally  attentive  to 
secure  me  fiivour  with  the  governess  and 
teachcrs.    Amongst  the  girh  to  whom  I 
was  particularly   attached  were  the  two 
Miss  Godgcons,     Thcir  father  Sir  Am- 
brose was  dead  ;   and  their  mother ;»  Lady 
Gudgeon,   livcd  too  gay  a  life  to  think 
much  of  thcir  comforts  or  wants.     AU 
mira  Gudgeon  confided  to  me   her  dis- 
Contents  and  difficulties;  and   in   return 
she  shared  my  purse.     It  grieved  me  to 
leave   her  at   school  during  the  holidays  • 
and   on  my  mentioning  to  my  father  and 
mother  those  neglected  girls,  they  invited 
them  to  Putncy  the  following  vacation. 
Lady  Gudgeon  made  no  objection ;  and 
from  that  time  my  friends  always  accom^ 

VOL.  III.  G 
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panied    me    homc.     Last    midaiimmer 
they  were  removed  from  «chool,  and  sent 
dowa  to  their  mother's  houae  in  Berk- 
shirc.    From  thig  place  I  rtceived  poor 
Alii>ira's  melancholy  letters  :  though  thea 
tumed  of  seventeen^  she  lived  immuitd  at 
the  Dale  wich  no  other  Company  than  that 
of  her  sister«  an  old  nurse^  and  the  gardener^s 
family.     The  winter  approached,  and  1 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  my  b&- 
loved    Almira  and  her  sister  would  be 
bnught  out  at  Bath«  as  soon  as  the  Birth 
Day  was  over.     Lady  Gudgeon   haying 
becn  Nvith  them  for  a  week,  and  Unding 
Clara  in  danger  of  growing  too  fat,  had 
cngaged  to  introduce  her  with  her  sittcr, 
on  condition  that  she  left  off  suppers  and 
took  more  excrcisc.     You  may  judge  of 
the  joy  I  feit  on  gaining  my  mother*s  prou 
mise  of  takingme  to  Bath;  and  the  still 
greater  satisfaction  I  had  on  Unding  that 
Lydis^  was  includcd  in  the  family  party^ 
instead  of  being  left  with  me  at  Mrs« 
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S  -'s,  as  preparatory  to  reconcüing 
her  to  the  confinement  and  instructioJi 
she  was  chought  to  want.  I  had  fore- 
ßccn  the  ridiculc  I  must  have  braved  ;  and 
with  a  heart  exulting  at  this  escape,  and 
palpitacing  with  expected  pleasure,  and 
the  hopc  of  mecting  my  frienda,  we 
reached  ßath,  and  settled  ouiselvcs  on  the 
South  Parade. 

"  In  a  few  days  aftcr  our  arrival  Ladjr 
Gudgeon's  name  appeared  on  the  üst  of 
new  comers,  and  my  joy  was  complete. 
Her  ladyship's  condescension  enchanted 
my  molher  ;  and  kind  hearted  as  she  is,  tbc 
Miss  Gudgeons  constantly  receivcd  from 
her  hands  tickets  for  the  play,  and  thcir 
iBOCheE  found  acarrit^cathcrcommand; 
Durii^  the  space  of  three  wcekv>r  a  montb> 
WC  constantly  niadü  one  pacty.  I  »v 
my  mother  ni^tly  ^paying  for  her  lessons 
at  Lady  Gudgeon's.  via^t-ei-une  table;  but 
of  wh«t  impoitancl:  was  a  little  mo. 
Qcy  to.  my  father.?    Yct  he  appcared  cveiy 

C  2 
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day  to  like  the  Godgeons  lest  and  less;  and  at 
lengthfbrbad  my  mother't  playing  caids  ät; 
the  Rooms  with  her  lady^hip»  or  going  tö 
her  partietat  home«  On  ^nie  occasionsitii- 
invainto  reason  with  my  father.  My  mother 
submitted^  and  I  wa$  told  thac  my  youi^ 
friends  were  silly»  giddy  gtrls,  ^hö  did  Ibb^ 
no  good.  l  pearfectly  undersfood  that-my 
father  had  judged  with  precision  ontSÜu 
xa  Gudgeon*s  xharacter  ;  ibjril  knew  ste 
was  -deceitful  and  seifig,  ^md  she  'had 
shown  herseif  to  rnein  Sier.true  colMn 
from  the»  fzrst  ball  in  which  1  had  becä 
noticed  for.my  dancing.  I  also  was 
no  stranger  to  her  maiice  from  thetlnie 
her  favourite  Captain  .Fairly  became  at« 
tentive  and  polite  to  me.  «Caroline's  in« 
creasing  iUness  ät  this  juncture  prevented 
our  amusements^  and  gave  an  ostensible 
reason  för  my  mother's  declining  Lady 
Gudgeon's  inyitätions.  At  length  Caro- 
line was  bettcr ;  anci  my  mother  joined 
a  family  party,  who  lodged  at  the  ncxC 
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house^  and  with  whom  my  father  was  be- 
come  very  sociable.  As  I  had  bcen  engaged 
to  dance  wirb  Captain  Fairly  at  this  ball, 
I  was  not  willing  to  be  disappointed  ;  and 
knowing  that  I  should  meet  the  Miss  Gud- 
geonSy  I  meant  to  join  them^  when  ac 
the  Rooms.  My  mother  had  already  placcd 
Eierseif  at  a  card-table  with  her  new  ac« 
quaintnncc  when  Lady  Gudgeon  entered 
ttie  room.  Following  the  examplc  of  the 
^ung  lady,  my  companion,  I  kiept  close  by  - 
my  roother's  side,  waiting  for  dptain 
Fairly's  summons.  *  How  is  this,  my 
Jear  Mrs*  Serge  ?*  cried  Lady  Gudgeon^ 
advancing  towards  her  with  a  smilc;  *  you 
herc  !  and  a  deserter  !  Buc  you  will  find 
four  place,  when  your  rubber  is  up.' — 
*  I  thank  your  ladyship, '  replied  my 
jnembarrasscd  mother,  *  but,  to  teil  you 
:hc  truth,  I  do  not  like  your  game  so  well 
IS  vbisfy  for  I  do  not  so  well  undcrstand 
it/  A  stiflcd  titter  fron  the  Surround- 
ing    groüpe  foUowed  this  speech.     *A» 
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you  picasc,  Mrs.  Sergej  answercd  licr 
ladyship,  moving  on  withouc  deigning  to 
notice  me«  or  the  smile  of  concempt  fröm 
thosc  she  passed. '  She  tpok  her  .post^ 
opened  the  cards^  and  sent  for  lier 
daughters.  They  had,  I  presume,  thcir 
Instructions ;  for  in  passing  nie  thejr  dfid 
^pt  see  me^  and  in  repassing  me  I  was  sa^ 
luted  wrth  a  broad  stare  and  a  giggl^ 
which  I  had  seen  too  often  practised  not 
to  comprehend.  I  was  prepared  for  the 
jicglcct  I  met  with  in  the  dance'.*  Tfe 
Miss  Gudgeons  neither  spoke  nor  deigned 
to  turn  hands  with  me^  and  wiiilst  thcii^ 
heads  were  adorncd  with.feathers  and  tur- 
bands  of  my  giving,  their  looks  of  scom 
cut  me  to  the  soul.  Captain  Fäirijr  saw 
my  distress^  and  their  rudeness  ;  ahd  said 
something  to  Clara  on  her  carelessness  in 
the  dance.  With  an  insoleqt  laugh  she 
asked  him  whether  his  credit  was  oiit  with 
hisold  taylor,  that  he  so  diligentlycourtcdf 
a  new  one.     This  was  too  much  for  mcf 
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tö  bcar,  and  1  gave  up  dancing  forthc  | 
remainder  of  ihe  evening.  But  my  mor-  , 
tifications  werc  not  yet  flnished.  After 
fiaving  heard  my  mothcr  annouce  that  arts 
were  irutnps,  scen  her  mark  her  onours,  \ 
and  win  the  rubber,  although  she  had  thc 
curse  of  Seotknd  every  time  in  her  öwrf, 
thc  party  broke  up,  and  the  lady  pro- 
posed  going  into  the  ball  room  to  give  her 
daughtera  caution  to  danceno  more.  On 
entering  it  I  was  astonished  to  see  my  good 
father  quietly  Standing,  wich  bis  two 
thumbs  hooked  undcr  each  arm,  and  en- 
joying  the  sighc  of  the  danccrs.  He  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  ac  finding  me  idle, 
and  Said  he  had  come  on  purpose  to  see 
mc  dance,  having  Icft  Caroline  purely, 
Fairly  urged  me  to  go  down  the  dance 
riifin  commencing,  and  encouraged  By 
bim,  I-  was  determtned  to  show  my  spiric. 
In  our  way  we  encountered  Miss  Clara 
fiudgeon,  'By  your  leave,  fair  lady/  cried- 
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my  fattier^  bustling  through  the  grottpe. 
'  Bless  mc!'  said  Miss  Clara,  '  is  it  yöu 
Mr.  Serge  ?  Are  you  come  '  to  lee 
fashions  ?* — •  Even  so/  replied  he,  «  but 
if  you  are  of  my  mind  you  will  think  those 
ac  Putney  as  good  as  any  here^  and^  for 
ought  I  can  see,  you  footed  it  away  in  iny 
parlour.with  ten  couple  as  merrily  as  you 
do  herc.  But  where  is  Almira  ?  I 
hope  she  has  her  Putney  hpliday  lace;, 
for  yours  seems  as  clouded  as  whcn  yoor 
six  weeks' gatnbols  finishcd  with  us.'  ./  I 
really  cannot  dircct  you/  "sir^*  answered 
she,  retreating ;  '  but  if  you  cannot  scc- 
ber^  she  will  undoubtcdly  soon  pcrcdve 
you.*  A  loud  laugh,  and  a  disdainful 
toss  of  her  head  accompanied  this  speech  i 
but  my  father,  not  conceiving  that  her 
intention  could  bc  uncivil,  went  oir 
searching  for  Almira,  tili  I  told  him  that 
thcy  had  been  ofFendcd  by  my  mother'r 
not  joining  her  ladyship's   party.      Ifc" 
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only  nodded,  and  said  it  was  all  vcrywcll.- 
From  rhis  timc  the  Gudgeons  wcre  stran- 
gers to  US ;  and  bicause  Captain  Fairly 
chos:  to  be  civil  chey  cut  bitn.  He  laughed 
at  iheir  impertinence ;  but  I  had  no 
pleasure  at  Bath  after  this.  as  you  may 
im^ine." 

In  my  animadversions  on  Miss  Leo- 
nora's  Httle  mrjative  you  will  not  suspect 
me  of  äparing  the  Gudgcon  family  ;  and 
I  added,  that  neither  the  simplicily  of 
her  father,  nor  her  mothcr's  provincial 
dialect  would  stand  in  her  way  with  the 
discriminating  and  the  virtuous.  "  It  is 
easy  to  think,  and  to  say  chis,"  replied 
she  with  vtvacity,  "  when  ffc  are  remote 
ftoih  ihe  regrets  and  dissatls^tions  of 
living  with  those  who  can  neither  guide 
nor  inaprove  us  :  who  do  not  even  know 
^yhen-they  wound,  nor  can  comprehend 
why  they  ofiend.  If  I  sing  I  am  asfeed- 
whetha  it,  bcj  a  psa}m  pf ,  soi^, .  and  thej^ 
«5 
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wish  fbr  Alley  Croakcry/God  aaic  de 
King»  or  Black^CTcd  Susan.    If  I  pby; 
it  must  be  Handelns  Water  Piece  or  ünt 
Variadons  of  Nancy  Dawsdn«    Oh  1  yoft 
]uiow  not  the  misery/*  added  she,  burlt^ 
ing  into  tean/  '^  of  bdi^  doomed  to  live: 
with  those  who  are  perpetüally  disgiistiqg 
ourtäste»  opposingourfeelings^andomcAiu 
dicting  by  their  habits  and  niodet  of  :Iife 
those  which  niore  refinement  have  itfr» 
dered  nccessary  and  essenfiat  ta  our  cbtü- 
fort !  -  Indeed»    Miss  Cawfey^    I  «peak 
from  bitter  experience ;  and  I  sometimet 
widti  thatj  like  Lydia»  I  had  been  kq^C 
at  home»  and  been  happy  in  ignoraB^e.**  i 
'was  Struck  by  her  acuteness»   and  mowd 
by  her  distress ;  and  with  much  seiJoiiih 
ness  I  exhorted  her  to  correct  a  senaibifily 
whkh  tendedmore  to  cherish  a  hsäiiim 
zefinement  of  feeling»  than  a  love  fbr  whät; 
ynm  commendable.  **  Believe  me»  nay  detc 
|oung  frkod/'  added  I,  <'  that  sdfthoogli 
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not  eJucated  as   a  girl  at  a  fashionable 
boarding  school^  nor  iri"  Lady  Gudgeon's 
societies^  your  father*s  character  has  been 
pcrfcctiy  understood    by  me,  you    will' 
find    in   kirn  your  pride  and   boast^    by 
weighing    his    trifling  defccts  with  hi« 
integrity  and  uprightness  of  hcart."  "I 
know  his  worth/'  rcplied  shc,  wecping, 
**  hc  must^  be  loved ;  but  A^hat  will  you 
say  for  iny  mother  ?^* — '*  What  I  really 
thihk,"  replied  I,  «*  and  must  cver  think^ . 
tili  I  find  out;  that  a  little  knowledge  is* 
j^dged  to  be  aq .  cquivalent  for  a  base 
mind.     I  would  rather»  a  thousand  times* 
ovcfi    bc  Mrs.  Sergc's  child  than  Lady 
Giidgeon's ;  and  I  wou  Id  convince  the 
World  by  my  respect  to    such  a  pareii^ 
that   I  was   qualified  to  appreciate  what 
was  really  estimable  in  it^  and  by  my  re- 
sentment  check  the  idie  laugh  of  thoie^ 
more  incorrigible  in  their  ignorance  tKih 
the  object  they  contemned :   for  it  müsit 
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be    allowed,  at    least,    that  Mrs.  Serge 
is  not  conceiicd.     Your  cducation  has  beca 
liberal,"    continuedl;    •'  you  have  en- 
dowments  which   your  mothcr  has  not; 
and  for  a  piain  reason^   she  had  not  the 
means   of  acquiring  them.      Show  your 
parents  that  their  kindness  has  not  been 
thrown  away ;    and  above  all  things  ma- 
nifest to  others  that  you  are  supcrior  to 
the  ingratitude  and  meanness  of  despising 
your  benefactors,    because  they  happen 
to  be  less   fashionable  than  yourself  in 
the  cut  of  their  garment  or  in  their  ad- 
dress.** 

We  now  cntered  the  avenue,  and  Leo- 
nora  composcd  her  pretty  face,  saying, 
with  a  dcep  sigh,  that  she  wanted  a  true 
fricnd !  I  silently  agreed  with  her.  I 
leave  to  Mary  the  profound  reflections 
which  this  little  airing  has  brought  for- 
ward  in  my  mind  ;  it  not  being  my  busi- 
ness  to  reason^  but  to  detail«     Heathcot 
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and  its  inhabitants  musc  not 

cngage  me 

'  a  moment  longer ;    for  I  am  Lady 

Mac- 

lairn's  "  right  band." 

Yours  cver. 

Rachel  Co 

WLEY. 

P.  S.  Mrs.  Allen  scnds  yoi 

1  her 

bless- 

ing.     Shcjs  Miss  Flint'ä  r/|i; 

ba„ä 

,    and 

comforter  lo  boot  ;  but  when. 

and 

where 

is  ic  that  she  fails  in  goodncss : 

LETTER  XUn. 

Prom  the  same  to  the  same. 

Saturday  eveniog. 

_  A  DELUGE  of  rain  has  fallen  here 
since  last  night;  of  course  we  have 
all  bcen  stationary  to-day.  My  spirits 
roscj  however,  before  dtnner  oa  seelng 
our  doctor  cntcr  in  his  oiled  surtout«  llke 
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Jests/*  Caroline*«  biack  ^et  wanted 
not  spirit^  when  wich  resentment  and  vcx* 
ation  she  asked  where  she  had  picked  up 
such  trash.  *'  Trash  I"  repeated  Lydia^ 
**  1  do  not  know  what  you  mean  by  trash  L 
Ic  will  not  make  you  cry^  as  that  book  - 
bave  done.  I  am  sure,  when  we  read» 
this,  we  laughed  tili  our  sides  ached/^ 
^^IVe!'*  echocd  Caroline^  '' whp  do_yoa 
mean  ?"  "  Why  Willet,  and  Mrs*  Eatty,^,; 
and  ■  *'  she  hesitated,— "  and  Mr» 
William."  «'  Why  will  you  thus  gricyp 
me,  Lydia  ?  Why  will  you  thus  forcc  me 
to  grieve  your  dear  father/'  said  Caroline^. 
''  do  you  not  know  that  he  is  displeased 
when  you  seck  your  society  in  the  scr« 
vants*  hall?  Did  William  give  you  that 
book?"  **Lord!  no/*  answercd  Miss 
Lydia  with  terror.  "I  found  itin  Jacob'j 
coät  pocket^  he  only  read  bere  and. iberez 
bit.'V  "And  did  you  not  blush,  Lydia^ 
when  you  produced  a  book  jpurloined 
from  a  postilUon'Sfppcket^  which  a  better 
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informed  ser vant  saw  was  not  proper  for  hini 
toread  to  femalcs,  eveaofhis  own  class  ?" 
**How  should  I  know  that  ?"  replied 
she.  *•  You  know,  I  suppose,  that  you 
have  becn  forbidden  to  talk  with  your 
father's  postillions,  to  frcquent  the 
kitchen,  er  to  take  the  Icad  in  the  ser- 
vants*-hall.  Willet  also  knows  my  fa- 
ther's commands ;  but  enough  of  this : 
I  shall  inform  him  they  are  disobcyed." 
Miss  Lydia  burst  into  tears,  and,  implor« 
ing  her  sister  to  say  nothing  of  this  mat- 
ter, sbe  faithfully  promisecf  to  rcstore  the 
bock  to  its  owner  hy  means  of  the 
Cook  maid,  and  never  to  go  near  the 
aervants'-hall  again.  This  contest  had  too 
muchfrettedpoor  Caroline.  I  saw  thatshc 
was  again  in  pain,  and  pretending  to  morc 
industry  than  I  had,  I  helped  Lydia  to  . 
finish  the  trim'ming  business  ;  leaving  the 
invalid  to  recover  her  tranquillity.  The 
poor  girl  amazed  at  my  condescension, 
asked  whether  I  did  all  my  ownjabs  i  for 


ahc  concruded  ttiat  Miu-  Cowl^r^ad  beeil 
at  a  £x)nd6n-  boatding  scbtxrf;.  'beamir  , 
»he  playcd  onthe  Karpr- 

TcU   me  in  your  ncxt  ihat  you  havc  j 
Rad  enough  of  my  talcDts-in  the  gossiping  i 
way.     Lhaveonly  »fear  thar  Horacewilt  1 
suspect  my  understanding  is  in  its  retro-  .  j 
gade  motion,  for  t  have  not  writtcn  to' 
hkn    thU  last   formight  a  lettcr   which> 
would  not  disgrace  a  Miss  in  her  Teens..; 
"  Evil    Communications     corrupt     good*,' 
manners."'     This   is  not    my  apology  r- 1 
but  folfy  is  catching,  and  you  havc  be- 
tmyed  me  into  such  an  observance  öf  it^ 
that  I  yescerday,  without  reflection,  b^an: 
st  Speech  with   "all  mandfr  o£  pcrsom.**' 
So-  look  to  the  consequences  of  my  itä&' 
ness  to  assume  any  form  or  languagCi  mj!^' 
Xucy  prescribcs  for  her 

FaiiKfut. . 

Raciul  Cqwlh:;- 
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In  continuatioH. — I  am  inclincd  to  be- 
lievcthat  Miss  Lconora  is  emulous  of  rival- 
ing  her  grandmamma,  Mrs,  Hatchway,  in 
her  hairbreadth  cscapcs  by  sca  and  Tand. 
Whilst  I  thought  her  shut  up  in  her 
room»  and  devouring  Manfmia,  the  he- 
roine  of  a  good  novel  intitied  the  Manor- 
HousCj  she  was  in  the  avcnue  enjoying  a 
shower-bath.  In  ret Urninge  completely 
dreftched,  her  mother  perceived  her  from 
the  Window,  and  as  I  conceived,  unsea- 
sonabTy  stopped  her  in  her  way  to  dry  her 
clothes,  by  an  angry  lecture  on  her  folly 
and  he^dlessness.  **  I  am  not  surprised/* 
added  she,  in  a  sharp  tone,  '*  that  I  can- 
not  keep  a  laundry-maid  :  six  or  eight 
white  dresses  in  a  weck  to  wash  would 
tire  any  one's  patience.'* 

It  is  probable  the  lecture  would  have 
concluded  with  this  notable  Observation^ 
had  not  Mrs.  Serge  unluckily  perceived  at 
this  instant  the  lamentable  breach  which 
the  brambles  had  made  in  the  costly  deep 
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lace  which  trimmed  Miss-  JLeononfi. 
pelisse.  ''I  don*c  believe/*  exclaimod  sl»^ 
surveying  the  mischief^  '^  there  is  otk  tfacf 
face  of  the  whole  earth  fouTbtfUals.  Nonl 
Your  hextravagance  is^  enough  to  diffsc^ 
dit  a  police  beducaiionf  Though  jtnf^ 
father  is  a  rieh  man  he  has  somethii^  bfiU 
ter  to  do  with  his  money  than  to  bpj  vqu 
every  month  a  twenty  guinea  lace»  Itlq«-* 
asightl  It  would  provoke  .a^9t  L  Qot 
would  think  you  had  not  common  sefiuto 
walk  in  the  pouring  rain^  andtläoam 
^^^'^  and  ditches  with  a  new  •ttiirty-goiinfi 
pelisse.  *'  Miss  Nora  laughed,  not  witS* 
out  contempt.  ''  Never  mind/'  .  said 
she,^  rudely,  snatching  the  tattered.  anrf 
wct  pelisse  from  her  motber's  hand^  •*  ä 
is  only  another  evidence  that  the  SttffB^ 
with  all  thcir  wealth  arc  töo  poor  for  the 
purchasc  of  common  sen&e^  or  good 
manners  :"^  then,  with  a  curtsey  to  Ladf 
Maclairn,  she  retired  ta  change  her  drcss«, 
Mrs.  Serge,    with  an  heightened  colour 
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following  her  steps.     I  believe  this  brouiU 

krie  bccame  more  serious  in  their  apart« 

mcnt.     The  young  lady  did  not  appear 

at  the  dining  table,  and  Mrs.  Sergejs  fair 

free  still   glowed.      "Whereis  Nora?" 

isked  the  father,    adjusting  his    napkin 

under  his  chin*      *'  Does  she  dine  with 

Caroline?"      "  No,"  xeplied   the  wifc, 

''  she  is  btisy  drying  the  books   Sam  has 

brought  her  from  the  library,    they  arc 

as  wet  as  water  can  make  them^  and  she 

hat  had  enoagh  of  the  rain  for  one  day." 

Her  folly  was  related  with  some  asperity, 

tnd  the  postillion'sdrenched  conditionde- 

scribed.  Mr.Serge  wished  that  neither  had 

taken  cold ;  and  with  a  placid  air  took  his 

toup.  When  the  heroine  appeared,  she  was 

in  perfectgood   humour;  but  I  perceived 

thatihe  had  been  weeping^and  look  fatigued; 

something  of  a  deprecating  tone  and  pcn- 

rive  air    soon  produced  their    cfFect    on 

the  rclcnting  mother,  and  all  jyvas   har- 


ä 
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mony  in  th$  evcning..  f  ctifuksniipgtMik 
her  what  new  novels  had  beoi  scntiMr  fmm 
the  librtry-  ^  I  bavc;  noe  exanliii^idii 
parcel/'  r^ied  she  i^ridu  smocünmÜM^ 
•'  foc  I  have  for  once  4iiCQvcMl  ihäl 
thercarecertaiaffainei  of  «Mufcin 
a  novd  cannot  be  read  witb .  ektiM 
ment  er  ititerese :  besidcf/'  ^ddMJniM^ 
«*  X  have  been  teazed  witli)»  pdif  i'»(idj|^ 
teeth^  which  will  be  attribMed;4||wtij^ 
morning  ramble»  itotwithstaot&ijg^M 
ftlt  it  moTc  thana  week  z?""  diei»  BIM 
to  Malcolm«  with  more  coquetry  ifaaftt  I 
had  ever  observed  in  her  inaniier/slMiiiodi 
a  sweet  sitiile  asked  him  to  piescjdbtilbf 
her ;  and  directcd  his  attentioa  to^  totUi 
as  the  one  which  she  suspected  wa&  flisA 
cased.  I  could.  not  preserve  nxf  gnqrilf 
on^  seeing  the  sangfroid  Mrith  which  MU* 
colm  examined  the  most  bcautiful  tnoBCb 
nature  coiild  form,  and  the  del%ht  whadi 
Mr^  Serge  manifestcd  at  his  NojQL'ii  cfaoiiit 
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-of  a  doctor;  who  with  thc  ^olcmnity  of 
an  old  nurse  acquitted  thc  ^spotless  tooth; 
.and  ordered  somc  whcy  on  going  to  bcd. 
**  It  is  ten  to  om,**    ohstrved  Mrs« 
Serge  with  good  humöu^,  ^'  whether  evcn 
^your    rcmedy,    docior,    will  remove    her 
'Cold  in  one  night :  it  wiU  not  surprise  mc 
that  shels  laid  upfor  a  week.*'  *'*Why  will 
you  anticipate  disappointmcnt  for  her  ?'• 
a$ked  Mr.  Serge,    "it  will  be  ^ufficient 
vwhen    ic  arrives^  and  if  she  cannot  sce 
;Durham  to-morrow,  she  must  take  thc 
punishmcnt  of  her   heedlessness  ;    but  I 
Warrant thetooth  will  be  well  with  a  good 
night's    sleep." — *'  I  had   settled    with 
Caroline,  before  my  oftenceof  the  morn- 
ing  had  made  the  excursion  to  Durham 
a  doubt,'*    answered   Leonora,    "  to   re- 
main  with  her,  thinking  my  sistcr  Lydia 
would   be   amused  by  the  jaunt ;  and  to 
be   honest,  I  confess   I  have  no  hope  of 
being  quit  of  a  cold  that  I  am  sensible  is 
the  efFect  of  my  indiscrction,"     '*  Yes^'* 
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observed  Miss  Lydia,  "it  wa*  scttled  I 
should  go  last  Mpnda/j  but  you  know, 
Nora,  you  promised  to  contrive  that  I 
should  ride  in  the  phaeton,  and  1  v/aald 
rather  stay  at  home  than  go  in  the  coach. 
I  am  always  so  deadly  sick  in  a  coach, 
that  ]  hate  thcm."  "  Nonsense  !"  cried 
the  mother,  "  that  is  a  ncw  fagarf .  You 
nevcr  complaincd  in  a  close  carriagetill 
the  phaeton- -was  bought.''  "  Well,  my 
love,"  observed  the  placid  Mr.  Serge, 
*'  but  as  pleasure  is  the  purposed  end  of 
our  -little  journey,  why  ehould  not  Lydia 
have  a  share  of  it  unmixed,  and  as  €gu 
dear  girls  have  agrced  in  this  busincMj 
we  will  manage  so  as  to  please  ljy^$i 
You  will  not  refuse  your  assistance.  ^,.: 
dear  Malcolm."  added  he,  smiling:  "poi^ 
shall  have  the  daughter  instead  of  the  &«  ■ 
ther  to  conduct."  Malcolm  acceptd 
of  the  exchange  with  good  humour  ;  and 
all  werecontemed. 

I  have  had  so  much  business  of  late  «i 
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hands  that  I  believc  I  have  not  (ticn- 
cd  thc  incrcasing  good  understanding 
:h  subsists  betxn'ccn  Malcolm  and  Mr. 
■y,  our  ncw  curate.  He  is  become 
•equent  and  welcome  vistor  here,  and 
acquisition  we  all  enjoy.  Malcolm 
1  suspect^  given  him  a  hint  that  His 
lent  duty  requires  assistance ;  and  most 
r«dly  hc  finds  in  Pärry  an  excellent 
ijutor.  The  baronet  enjoys  his  con- 
Efttion^  and  Mr.  Serge  is  no  bürden  to 
.  I  foresec  wc  shall  not  nccd  Party 
tou.ifiorrow's  excursion.  Thc  rain  is 
r  pouring  down  in  törrents,  and  it  h 
Inight.  May  Heavenguard  your  pil- 
',  my  Lucy,  with  its  accustomcd 
idness  !  Mary  shall  have  my  Journal  of 
;  Dorham  expedition  in  due  time. 

Yours,  &c. 

Rachbl  Cowley* 


'OL.  III,  H 
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UTTERXUT. 


From  the  same  to  tke  samc^ 

3!^HE  interruption  ia  «ly  usual  punc« 

tuality^  my  dear  friend^  and  which  \m 
alarmed  your  too  tender  fears,  induces  me 
to  write  lo  you  without  delay»  for  the  ex« 
press  purpose  of  assuring  you  that  I  am 
perfectiy  well ;  -and  that  in  nny  failure 
during  a  few  posts  nothing  has  occurr«d 
to  xliuurb  me  beyond  the  concern  I  bave 
heen  under  for  the  happiness  of  those 
around  «ne.  It  is  not  too  much  to  take 
fpr  granted  that  you  bave  long  sinccper- 
ceived  in  Misls  Leonora  Sergejs  character 
and  opinions  certain  indications  that^will 
prepare  you  for  the  recital  of  her  preme- 
ditatedj  and  by  this  time  successful  jour- 
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ney  to  Gretna-Grccn.  But  as  in  your 
Code  of  laws^  and  modes  of  Instruction 
Mary  will  stand  no  chance  of  being  an  adepc 
in  the  science  of  intrigue^  duplicity^  and 
cunning»  it  may  not  be  useless  to  place 
before  her  an  example  so  caiculated  to 
impress  on  her  mind  the  dclightful  grati-> 
fications,  cnjoycd  by  the  girl  of  spirit^ 
who  prefers  running  away  from  the  rc- 
straints  of  parental  care,  giving  up  alt  the 
decenciä  of  her  sex  and  condition^  and 
proclaiming  to  the  world  that  she  is  void 
of  feeling  and  principle,  in  order  to  attain 
the  man  whom  she  lovcs  for  having  be- 
trayed  her  to  scorn  and  ruin. 

As  I  predicted  in  my  last  Ictter,  the 
weather  prevcnted  cur  going  to  Durham. 
Miss  Nora's  tooth-ach  bccame  a  sorc 
throat,  and  a  slight  fever.  She  was  of 
course  an  invalid,  and  poor  Sam,  the 
postillion,  had  more  than  öne  drenehing 
commission.  Wednesday  we  had  a  sün 
unclouded ;    and    on    Thursday^  we  set 

H  2 
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out  fpr  Durham  u^ith  a  doubtful  iky,  and 
an  oppressive  heat  in  the  air.  Miss  Lydia» 
atuffed  ioto.her  mother-a  pea  greexi  ridii^ 
dress^    took  her  allottcd  Station    in  the 
phacton  wiih  Malcoln^  with  an  alacrity 
and  contenctnent.  of  hcart  that  paid  her 
good  father  for  the  aacrifice  of  his  plesu 
surc.     Douglas  in  the  curricle  with  Sk 
Murdoch,   left.us  nothing  to.  wiah  tÜEV 
him.     Lady  Maclairnj»  your  Rachel^  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Serge,  had  Mr.  Parry  for 
their  beau  ;    and  I  saw  wich  jjleasure  her 
ladyship  checrfully  sustaining^  her  part  in 
this  arduous  trial  of  her  ^trength,  in  aa 
undertaking  so  averse  to   her  habiu  of 
life.      The  siin   favoured  the  out*ridcn 
tili  we  rcachcd  Durham.      The  delicate 
Lady   Maclairn   prefcrring    the  office  öf 
Caiercr,  to  a  sultry  walk,   was  fortunateljf 
left  at  the  inn  to  qiiict  and  r^pose,  whilst 
we  sallied  forth  to  see  the  public  places ; 
but  I  believe  that  in  reaching  ihcm  we 
saw  all  that  was  worthy  of  notice  in  the 
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town;  and  a  burst  of  thnnder^  and  a 
black  clöad^  wamed  us  tö  retum  with 
all  spced  to  the  shctter  of  our  inn.  Hap-» 
pity  fbr  us^  a  deluge  of  ratn  spared  oür 
timid  friends  from  die  terrors  of  the  thun« 
der  atoim ;  and  ourselves  from  tbe  painr 
of  wfm%  them  in  hv«crics,  ar  weil'  ai 
WC  from  any  further  cxhibition  at  Dur« 
bam.  A"  card-table  and  chess-board« 
with'  a.  sumptuous  dinner  itllcrd  up  our 
fieasuraUc'titne;  But  no  felicity  is  per- 
manent I:  Even  a  party  of  plcasure  is 
liable  tö  vexations«  Lydia's  enjoyment 
of  thedcssert  was  interruptcd  by  an  alter- 
cation  bctwecn  her  father  and  herseif. 
He  inslsted  on  her  rcturning  home  in  the 
coach^  urging  the  dampness  of  rhe  eve- 
ning.  Miss  Lydia  contended  that  the 
rain  had  made  the  evening  fair,  and  much 
pleasanter  than  the  morning.  Mr,  Serge 
was  firm,  and  the  pouting  girl  was  forced 
to  yicld  to  his  authoriry.  It  would  have 
becn  as  well    had  the  young  lady  been 
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indulged ;  for  it  was  proved  demonstra-* 
iivily,  that  a  close  carriage  did  not  agree 
with  Miss  Lydia  Serge  :  and  although 
iire  did  not  coticur  with  her  in-calling 
Mr.  Serge  'ill-natured  and  obstinate/  we 
could  not  but  allow,  that  less  pertinacity 
on  his  part  would  have  been  discreei^  and 
Mrs.  Sergejs  lecture  on  gluttony  as  wclL- 
spared  for  another  time  and  season. 

On  the  carriage's  driving  up  to  thc  hall-— 
door  I  was  shocked  on  seeing  Mrs^  AUenK 
advancing  with  precipitation  to  meet  us  ^ 
she  was  wccping ;  and  in  evident  distresi^ 
stopped  to  speak  with  Malcolm  and  Mr-i- 
Serge ;  who  in  a  moment  ^deavoured 
qwit  the  phaeton  exclaiming  aloud,  "  Sh 
is  dead  !  my  child    is   dead  1"  and  Mal- 
colm, giving  the  rains  to  a  servant,  sprang 
from  the  carriage  and  entered   the  house.-»: 
Whilst   Mrs.  Allen   in   vain  repeated  t(p 
the  poor  fathcr,   **  No,  no,  my  good  sir : 
hear  me."     You  will  judge  that  this  con- 
sternation  was   not  long  tö  bc  endured. 


iMcalni'krabainee  w«t  but  momentiiy«- 
ave  :  ali^ed  vichiti^V   Bsdd   he 
;  fAiid  be  added  vith  ^sumcd  eoau^' 

rie^  *i^  Miss^  Leonomis  mming;  she^ 

^lMil>ly  shdceired  in  die  neigbbour- 

1^1  am  gouig^at  Miss.Sergtt  reqaest  w 

there  faavinß  beett  lome  bluüdeiiAg* 

yt\  Miithe  read  whkh.Mks  Leönora  indU ■ 

iMtJBcd  [m  leaving  the  höuse  for  a  vaik.'* 

pjlKyafqHng  this^  Malcolm  leaped  into  the 

[iclcimd  disappeared»    /*  I  see  hbw  it 

f^  isbscfycd  Mr»  Sergc^    panting    fos 

ith^   '^all  isclear!  but  God  is  mer« 

^cHul!  Let  mc  go  to  my  Caroline,  let  mc 

iCC  mf  comfort,  my  darling,  and  then  I 

ihdll    be    patient."       Doctor     Douglas 

pfcvcqtcd  him,  hy  arguing  the  danger  of 

agitating  her  spirits  still  more  than  they 

liad   been,  and  wc  conducted  .the  treiti- 

Uing  father  into  the  dining-parlour ;  Mrs» 

Allen  attending   Douglas     to    Caroline'* 

foom«    Mrs.  Serge  had,  with  the  astonish^ 

pacnt  which  the  scene  had  produced^  lost^ 
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apparentljr»  the  tue  of  kertoAgiie'iRid 
powecs  of  reflcction«  dl  rauEhiagite 
parkmr  sfae  burst  into  tors  si  imA:  'witk 
more  of  rcscntmentthan  despair,  idb$enMe^ 
Chat  she  was  only  sori^  Mr.  MfciMrn.liai 
so  much  tfoufale;  for  die.  öouiated^'iioc 
but  Lconora  would  be  at  the  Hall  aa  «opo 
as  himself.  *'  Thft  is  her  pchif tnce  */* 
continued  she ;  *<  because  i  tras  an^y  miA; 
her  for  Walking  in  the  rain  she  has  stoppet. 
at  some  house^  and  h,  peiiiap«,  laiighiiig 
at  our  fears.*'  *«  Before  you  are  töo  siäi- 
guine  in  your  hopcs,  Mrs.  Serge,**  'täid 
her  husband,  with  much  coldncss  of  ixiaiw 
ner,  '^  it  may  not  be  aofiiss  to  know  wboi 
she  left  this  house;  and  what  grouixb 
those  whom  she  has  quitted  have  &r  theitj 
suspicions/*  Mrs.  Warner  was  simw 
möned.  Her  evidencc  consistcd  in  the 
following  particulars.  Miss  Nora  soon 
after  we  had  left  the  Hall  changed  her 
dress ;  for  Warner  met  her  in  the  garden 
at  one  o'clock  equipped  for  a  journey. 
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and'  with  8ome  surprise  observed  that  if 
she  meanc  ta  take  an  airing  she  would  be 
disappointed»  as  Mr.  Willec  was  gone  with 
hts  sister^  for  the  day^  to  sec  the  Castle, 
wd  had  taken  the  only  horse  and  carriage 
rcnaaining,  which  was  the  little  market 
cart;  The  young  lady  said  that  she  had 
only  thought  of  a  walk  in  the  avenue; 
but  she  believed  it  would  be  wiser  Co 
stay  at  •  home,  fqr  there  would  •  certainly 
be  a  jhunder  shpwer*  /'  She  sauntered 
with  me  into  the  vestibirk^*'  continued 
Warner^.  '*  when  seeing  your  shawl^  ma^ 
daip,"  addressing  Mrs.  Sexge»  ^'wbich- 
you  omitted;  to  tüke  ^with  you  for  Miss 
Lydia's  u&e,  she  wrappcd  it  round  her^ 
and  Said  slie  would  venture  a  Jittle  way^ 
for  she  was  half  dcad  for  want  of  exercise; 
and  away  she  tfipped,  promising  not  {o 
Jöse  sight  of  uie  cottage  on  the  green, 
which  is  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
hence,  hinting  that  she  had  promised  the 
old  wooian  who  l^vcs  there  a  trifle  for 

"  5 
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« 

her  grandchild.    I  thought  no  more  of 

thc  young  lady/*  continucd  Warner,  "tili 

the  storm  came  on^    when  Mrs.   Allen 

came  to  see  ivhether  she  was  with  MJm 

Flint  or  in  her  own  room ;  saying  diat 

Miss  Serge  wished  for  her  sister*«  coni» 

pany^  as  she  was  a  cowaid  when  it  thun« 

dered.  We  were  sadly  perplexed^  madamt 

Having   no   man-servant^  but  the  gv« 

dener  and  his  lad^  at  hand^  and  the  thuiu 

der  was  dreadful  here :   so  Mrs.  AlIeDi 

trusting  to  Miss  Nora*s  promise  to  mt^ 

waited  a  while^  saying  she  was  certain  it 

was  better  that  she  should  remain  afacU 

tered  in  the  cottage  than  to  venture  homc 

in  such  a  tempest.    llie  rain  soon  abatedi 

and  we  sent  the  gardener  with  an  umbrelli 

to  Dame  Bank's.    She  had  not  seen  the 

lady,      You  may  judge  ofour  frightl 

The  gardner  send  his  son  were  sent  difie« 

rent  ways  to  no  purpose.      About  two 

hours  since  they  retumed  in  consequence 

of  news  they  had  picke4  up  at  the  Kam«   A 


kttaiiMt  iN^biitdincered  theiioutr  duriiig 
4h^n6ini}hMd :  seth'^z  ladjr  huttening.  ra^ 
iili^ililusk»ai(ri  foOT  thc  road 

^illiihvnw.'  -Shb  was^Mtgted  b)r  a  ^Ok 

' 4W  tofeliip^i:  ^Ste M  ^Qineij^  :whi» 

)Mii  in  scswlcu     Wkü«^  thcjf 
iHttiing^  with  Hunt:  «ik):  thii  atraANr 

Ijfaqr^^*^  He  hfKt  pais«^ 

'  «d:\MieddMitricm  /  leavi4%  Dorhanri^  and 
liä)£<oate».  che  .läidy  in  white^    but   not 
her  face:  aheseemed  to  be  aleeping  on 
the  vgentleman's  Shoulder.     •'  My  lady,** 
addrd  Wamer,  *'  is  sadly  ruffled  and  dis« 
tioacd  by  thii  disascer;  and  if  Mrs.  Allen 
lud  noc  bcen  wich  Miss  Serge^  God  knowa 
HFhat  would  havc  bcen  the  event  of  a^  day» 
«idreadful  as  this  has  beenl     My  ladjr 
and  Mrs*  Alten  only  fear  they  have  done 
wrong/  In  not  sending  an  express  to  Dur. 
harn»  as  aoon  aa  the  men  returned;  but  as' 
m  wmtcb  ttme  had  been  lost^  and  thejf: 
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hopcd  you  would  not  be  latc  ön  tht  imdi 
they  gave  up  the  thought ;  and».indeed»;:ic 
ivas  impossible  to  havegained  anyadvanta^^e 
from  pursuing  it/'     "  You  say  truly»  mj 
göod  woman/*  observcd  Mr«  Serge^  vith 
suppressed  agony^  '' The  chiid '  who  fiM?* 
«akes  a  parent's  protection  caniiötifae  h> 
nefited  by  being  pursued.    '^But  repenfimce 
^ill  overtake  her«     No^  she  is  gone^  goot 
for  ever  1'^  added  he  rising  arid  pacitig-cht 
room! — Lady  Maclairn  retired  with.  Wte 
ner.     Again  the  pöor  old  man  qirittedüui 
seat,  and  dcliberately  taking  ofF.  his  twfl» 
wiped  his  hcad  and  cyes.     «'  Wherc  is  tlic 
heart,  Miss    Cowley/*    said  he,  ' 'hltat 
would  not  bleed  to  see  such  a  girl  as  ny 
Nora  thus  lost,  thu^  betrayed'  to  ibiiy  ind 
wretchedness?   Poor  creaturc!'^  added  hc^ 
*'  how  hard  is  thy  fatc !  A  meite  babc»  «I 
one  may  say,  thus  to  be  ensnäred  and  de« 
ludcd!  Thus  to  be  the  victim  .of  idesigf«^ 
which  a  highway  robber  would  acoriii.at 
bencath  him.    J3ut  Co  die  vUbun  itba.  Jim 
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irobbed  me  of  iny  child^  will  I  place  the 
^ngs  I  feel ;  God  learnt  from  that  child 
the  knöwledge  of  my  sufferings  !^'  He  was 
Bllenr  for  somc  time^  nar  did  his  lad)  au 
tfctnpt  tö  comfort  him:  she  appeared  stu- 
^ifiod  by  the  blaw,  and  I  trcmbled  for 
hcf  säfety.  On  seemg  me  apply  my  saks 
«G  relieve  her^  he  again  rose  and  said  to 
htt^  ^*I  pky  yoü;  but  remember  how 
itaatiy  Timies  X  hä\c  forewarncSd  yoo»  my 
tfear  I^dlay  tt^hen  at  Bath !  I  told  you 
igaih  sHid  again  that  you  encöuraged  that 
Fairly's  vkits  too  much.*^  «*  Captain 
FairlyV  repeatcd  the  wife,  putting  aside 
the  salts,  with  more  surprise  than  sor- 
row,  ^''what,  in  the  narae  of  wonder >  has 
Icd  yoü  to  think  the  Captain  has  any  eon- 
eem  in  this  good-for-nothing  girl's  elope- 
ment  ?  1  only  wish  you  may  find  she  has 
^n^  no  w6rse!  I  ho  möf^  believe  «he  i» 
gone  iofF  with  hiiti  than  with  the  pöpe.  1 
know  more  of  Captain'  ;Fairly  than  yoa 
ioi  ^i  k  tu  alwttys  yoür  way,  Jeriy>  to 
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biame  me.    Do  you  think  me  tuch  a  ibal 

as  not  CO  have  seen  it,  if  he  had  made 

love  to  the  girl  ?"    •'  Wc  will  not  faH  ottC 

on    that  question/*    replied   Mr.  Sergej 

<'  ve  have  troubles  sufiicient  for  the.hott^ 

All  I  have  to  say  is  ihr,  \vhether.itbe 

C'.ptain    Pairty,  or  any  otker.  honpuift» 

blegentieman  of  b^is  class,  who  has  robbed 

me  of  nny  child>  he  shail  find  his-  work  u 

unprofifable  as   those  who,    as   we  say« 

perform  their  work  with  .«  a  hot  nocdk 

and  burnt  thfead."     Jercmiah  Serge  hai 

not  worked  early  and  late  to  enrich  a  ras^ 

coli  nor  will  I  coumenance^child  who  hat 

preferrcd  the  proteccioaof  ^rascal  to  that 

of  a  tender,  honest  father/'     He  covered 

his  face  and  wept  aloud»     Mrs.  3erge  was 

silenced^  as  well  as  myself..    The  dejected 

father  was  roui;ed    from  this  sorrow  by« 

the  entrance  of  the  doctor,  who  told  hiin^ 

that  Caroline  was  much  easier«  and  w^. 

disposed.  to  sleep,     ''  Blessed  be  God  !'* 

Said  he^  with  an  expression  of  gratitudc^ 
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One  ^hope  remains.  But  I  will  go  to 
d/*  added  he  languidly,  *'  for  I  am 
-angely  disordered^  <ind  only  a  trouble 
myfriends."  Tears  again  streamed  from 
I  eyes ;  and  no  one  opposed  his  retreat. 
^e  soon  foilowed  his  exaimple^  and  sought 
at  repose  which  was  not  to  be  found  at 
arefield-Hall :  I  traced  her  benign  foot«* 
:ps  to  Heathcot;  and  chere  it  was  that 
c  spirits  of  your  Rachel  Cowley  found 
lt.  My  dear  Mary  will  expect  the  se« 
lel  of  this  wonderful  busine«s  with  more 
an  usuai  curiosity  :  she  shail  not  be  dis« 
»pointed  by  her  afFectionate 

Rachel  Cowley. 


.     .     <•     .   .w  —  ^ 
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Fromikt^amc  to  ihe  same- 

Tuetday;, 

On  Sunda]MXK>rning  we  säur  notbing  of 
our  di»consolate  guests.     Mn  Serge  vai- 
closeted  with  Sir^  Mu-rdocb ;    and  Mn^ 
Serge  was  too  much  indisposcd  to  rise  be.- 
fore  the  dining  hcur^     Before  I  give  you 
the  conver sation  the  baronet  has  just  beea 
detailing  to  bis  wife  and  myself^  I  must 
teil  you^  that  such  is  my  veneration  for 
Mr.  Serge,  that  I  cannot  be  at  peace  widr* 
my  conscience  tili    I    bave  made«  ^^Ta- 
mende  honorable/'  for  the  flippancy  of^ 
my   pen   in    describing  him  to  you  on 
my  first  seeing  bim.    A  few  more  such, 
kssons  as  I  have  had  will    correct  my- 
presumption  iqr  judging  toa  soon;.'and 
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vheh  I  am  agatn  tempted  Co  laiigh  at  a 
double  chin,  or  the  cut  of  a  man's  face»  I 
will  remctnber  Sir  Murdoch*s  and  Mr. 
Serge's»  The  baronet's  account  of  thc 
interview  betwecn  hiai  and  this  good  crca- 
turtihas  ao  steeled-my  heart  against  Miss 
"  Noia,*'  that  I  iriah  to  leave  her  on  her 
joumc^ ;  änd  ibr  oncc  descend  tx)  a  vuU 
gtfism»  and  säy  to  you»  that  if  it  takcs 
V  nine  taylors  to  make  a  man/'  i  can 
prove  without  difiiculty^  that  it  would 
takt  ninecy^and  nine  gentlemen  to  make 
such  a  taylor  as  Jeremiah  Serge.  Read» 
and  be  incredulous  if  ybu  can  !  The  con« 
ircrsation  began  by  the  baronet's  argu- 
mcnts  of  hope  and  consolation.  '*  I  hope 
that  intime»  and  wich  God's  help,  I  shall 
bc  comforted/*  answcrcd  Mr.  Serge  ; 
"  but  it  is  not  to  bc  expccted,  that  I  who 
am  quite  an  unlcttered  man,  should  be  so 
ablc  to  mcet  niisfortunes  as  rhose  who 
know  more.  I  have  endeavoured  to  do 
my  duty,  as  well  as  I  was  able  to  perforra 
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it ;  but  I  fear  my  ignorance  has  broughc 
this  calamity  on  my  poor  chiM^**     ••  How 
can  this  be/'  asked  SirMurdodi;  "have 
you    not   lived   to  rcnder  your  childreit 
happy  ?"  «'  I  thought  I  had/'  replicd  he^ 
mournfullyj,  *'  and  perhaps  I  accuse  my* 
seif  whhout  justt  grounds;  fqr  I  darc  «ayi 
that  be  a  parent  ever  so  wise  and  learnec^ 
if  his  heart  is  wrung  as  mine  is^  he  wHl 
think  of  some  failurc  or  other  of  his  own^' 
•which  may  have  led  to  the  evil  he  de-; 
plores:    however  this  may  bc,   I  cähnot 
help  knowing^  that  my  loveof  peace^  and« 
my  ignorance  have  brought  me  to  sorrow.^ 
1  never  iiked  this  Captain  Fairly,  who  it 
without  doubt  the  bctraycr  of  my  poor 
child  ;   for  we   found  last  night  a  lettcr 
-N^hich  Nora  left  for  her  mother,  in  my 
wife's  night  cap,    I  hated  to  sre  this  cox-' 
comb  perpctually  dangling  after  my  wife^ 
and   I  told  her  so ;    but   she  cricd,    and 
asked  me  whcthcr  she  had  ever  given.-me: 
cause  to  bc  jealous.     1  could  not  say  she 
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had,  for  I  believe  there  never  was  a  more 
&ithful  wife ;  and  moreover^  I  heard  her 
constantly  talking  to  this  puppy  about  a 
sweetheart  whom  he  expected  at  Bath. 
Somc  few  days  before  we  left  that  place  I 
met  with  a  friend»  who  knew  something  of 

'  Fairly's  father.  He  told  me,  that  he  had 
left  this  young  man  a  pretty  estate,  and 
some  money ;  but  that  he  had  dissipated  his 
fortune«  and  was  then  a  gambler  and  a 

*  fortune-hunter.  I  told  Lydia  this,  but 
she  only  laughed,  and  said  my  friend  had 
mistaken  the  matter;  for  fortune  was 
hunting  after  Fairly,  a  rieh  widow  being 
in  love  with  him.  However,  by  this 
time,  I  know  Captain  Fairly**  added  he, 
with  rcsentmert,  "  but  he  does  not  yct 
know.Jeremiah  Serge.  I  will  teach  him/ 
Ignorant  as  I  am,  to  know,  that  the  goose 
1%  not  so  easy  to  pluck  as  the  pigcon.  No 
man  is  more  easily  dcccivcd  tlia;i  I  am, 
Sir  Murdoch.  How  should  it  bc  orhtr- 
wisc?  For  to  this  hour,  I  have  never  bccn 
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dble  tt)  discovcr  that  dishonesty  was  pro- 
firable  to  a  man^  even  in  this  world,  to 
$ay  nothing  of  a  better;,  but  when  1-  am 
tricked  by  a  knave^  bis  business  is  donc 
with  me.  I  am  not  tM'ice  caught  in  thc 
sainc^in.  But^  Lord  heiß  me  V  1  talk  as 
though  it  was  keeprng  my  mone^  that 
could  console  me !  Älasl'whatam  Ithr 
better  for  riches  !  One  child  who  hat- 
becn  the  prop^f  my  every  comfoit,  is  sink-r^ 
ing  into  an  untimely  grave!  a  secondj  «o^  " 
trained  as^to  be  üseless;  and  the  tbird.  wbo" 
was  my  pride  and  pleasure,  the  property»' 
of  a  villain !  I  must  teil  you,  Sir  Mur«- 
doch,  all  the  bitterness  of  my  souI,  It 
has  for  some  time  been  in  my  mind,  how  . 
tö  make  thar  wcalth  which  Providencc  has- 
placcd  in  my  hands  a  blessing  to  my 
child ren,  I  never  wished  to  aggrandi-zc- 
myself  wirb  all iances  that  wcre  above  my 
•  cur/  Yct  I  tbought  my  Lconora 
would  not  disgrace  any  man.  I  somc-i 
times  talked  with  mv  counsellor  and  best 
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friend«  a  Counsellor  Steadman^  on  this  sub« 
j£cc ;  and  I  begged  of  him  to  look  out  for 
sie  a  son  in  law^  who  had  honour  whcre« 
vith  CO  mcet  my  honesty,  and  good  sense 
eaough  to  balance  an  easy  fortunc  with 
an  uncertaia  expectation  from  birch.  Hc 
aometimes  joked  at  my  anxiety  ;  and  said 
my  gtrl  woiild  do  for  a  duch^ss.  But 
knowing  I  did  not  wish  for  a  duke»  he 
mentioned  a  young  man^  who  to  me 
Stands  higher  than  the  whole  peerage. 
This  was  your  Malcolm^  your  crown  of 
glory,  Sir  Murdochl'*  The  baronet  sur- 
prised,  attcrapted  to  spcak.  '«Hear  me 
out/*  continued  he,  *•  before  you  censurc 
me  for  looking  above  mc.  I  knew  t-hat 
you  had  married  my  wife's  relation,  and 
that  wich  your  rank,  you  had  the  fcclings 
of  a  man,  Your  son  had  evcry  thing,  Lut 
money^  aüd  my  child  had  voiib  tbat^  a  fa- 
ther  whom  no  man  can  reproach.  So  1 
determined  to  visit  Tarcfield,  ard  to  take 
my   Chance*      Hospitality   and    kindiiciss 
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ha  VC  received  tne ;  and  encouraged  bj 
them^  I  ventured  to  hint  my  wishes  ta 
Mr.  Maclairn.  But  he  did  not^  or  as  I 
now  know»  he  could  not  listen  to  mCt 
In  our  ride  home  from  Durham  1  wai 
explicit  ivith  him ;  and  like  what  he  iS| 
he  "wzs  also  explicit  with  me;  and  toM 
me,  that  his  hand  and  his  heart  had  loHg 
been  plighted  to  a  young  lady  in  this 
neighbourhdod.  I  \i^ili  say  nothing  of 
this  disappointment^  nor  the  shock  it  gave 
my  mind^  on  hearing  that  that  very  <;hild 
had  abandoned  me  for  whom  I  would  have 
travelied  barefooted  through  the  world  to 
have  providcd  her  with  such  a  protector 
as  Malcolm  Maclairn.  I  have  now  told 
you  all,  except  what  will  comfort  mc. 
Give  me  your  band,  Sir  Murdoch^  for  my 
bearl.  Let  me  have  a  share  in  your  bless- 
ing  :  make  me  usefül  to  your  Malcolm's 
happiness.  This  is  what  I  ask.  It  shall 
not  make  me  proud  ;  but  it  will  comfort 
me^  ahpl  be  a  blessing  to  my  last  hour/* 


^iss  Lydia  entered  iherooin,'taHV  ^IC 
^r  sister  Caroline  wishedltOk^eft  hcrfiu 
tfier;  and  wringing  Sir  .Mut^hlA-lund 
hastily  foUowed   Ljrdi»,  .to  tliie,  li^ 


I  will  now  leavc  you  tfi.your<9tnneotii 
,ving   to  write   to  our  *c;0W4.pf  gl•l]^* 

läifu,  pour  le  jveseni .  !..;'.    ■ 

Rachil  CoifLiT« 


prom  the  aame  to  the  samt. 

Ah  I  flattcry ! — I  see  I  must  go  on  with 
my  ^pathctic  lale.'  TTierefore  I  ma^  aa 
well  procced  and  leave  to  tbc  flatterers  to 
kcep  up  the  connexion:  Doctor  Doug- 
bu*  was  present  at  the  fint  interview  be- 
ttfeai  Mn  Scige  and  CaroKn^  andeven 
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rcgulatedit.  A  tendipr  cmbräce;  ii«!ito 
»ssürance  of  her  being"  free  from  j^ 
was  sM  tbat  was  permitted ;  and  the  'fOli 
iather  satrsfied  wüh  this,  rtttcätcdiä  t!ft 
doctor's  ccmmand.  Malcolm  perstnSS 
him  to  ride,  and  thcy  rcturned  not  tili 
the  placid  features  of  Mr.  Serge  cötAI 
bear*  our  kindncss.  To«-day  I  hawr  Mch 
Caroline;  having^heard  from  Mrs,  Altai 
that  she  was  casy  and  composed, 

I  was  prepared  ta  find  her  in  bed,  but 
not  to  see  her  father  stretched  by  Her  sidc 
on  the  outside  of  it,  thinlcihg  he  was  with 
h»s  wife.  O»!  how  fcrvently  do  I  wish 
that  every  girl  whom  folly  and  heedless« 
ness  may  tempt  into  the  same  road  to 
ruin  which  Miss  Leoncira  has  taken^  could 
have  witncssed,  as  I  did,  the  pangs  which 
rend  a  parenfs  bosoYn  fjor  .the  desertion  of 
a  chiid  !  Woüld  to  hcaven  I  possessedthc 
invisible  belt  oi  fiction,  I  woiüd  resen'cit 
for  the  sole  pwfposc  «f  making  such 
oficnder^  ,the  ^wnsefca.  spcctätor*   oF.  che 


iBÜsery  they  cause!  To  judge  from  tM 
ftnguish  1  felr,  they  would  be  janAf 
bunuhed  !  Caroline  was  supported  '  bf 
nillows  in  a  sitting  posture,  her  coiOittti . 
Iftance  still  wearing  the  Impression  of(E«- 
tftes,  and  the  languor  occasioned  fay  pun 
iHnd  Opiates.  Her  father  was  weepir^iil 
|fcilcncc,  his  face  covered.  "  You  iiHH 
jfcrgive  her,"  said  the  tender  pleadcr.'tlt* 
tirely  unmindfui  of  my  cntrance.  "  Yött 
will,  my  dear  father!  Yes,  I  sce  you  Wlt  r 
rcccive  ^in,  this  dcar,  this  poor  deluded 
girl  1"  "  I  will,  I  will,"  said  he,  sobbing; 
^  I  #ill  d»  any  thing,  father  than  see 
Jon  ^ieve,  my  blcssed  chüd !  my  only 
bope.'*  "  Consider  her  youth,  her  in- 
expericRce,  her  beauty,"  continued  the 
(bug^iter.  **  Ahl  poorcreature!"  replied 
die  affiictcd  parenc,  "  I  do  consider  them. 
and  my  own  incapacity  also !  These  have 
been  her  destraction!  She  is  lost^  im- 
p»ably  lott!"  "1  hopcnot,"  answered 
OnoKne ;  *'  we  are  all  liaWc  to  error,  my 

vol..  III.  .1 
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dear  father:  no  age  can  securc  U8  alwayj 
in  the  right  path»  without  other  aidg  thin 
cur  own  feeble  powers  ;  but  we  inajxe* 
turn  to  duty^  we  may  recoyer  the  grDiU|d 
vfc  have  lost,  and  if  her  husband  loye 

•  1 1  ■ 

her«   and  what  must  be  that  man  vto 
could^  in  his  circumstanceSj  fall  in  a$&> 
tion,   all  may  yet  cnd  weil/'     ^'Itcan 
neverend  well;*'  answered  he,  relapsiflg 
into  agony«  ^'  I  say  she  is  undoMe^  niined 
Ibr  life  !   She  has  united  herseif  to  a  thle( 
a  base  purloiner  of  another's  treasure;and 
for   what?    why  for  the  pelf,    which  is 
dross  to  the  loser  in  comparison  with  a 
lost  child  !    This  rascal  is  too  base,  even 
for  hope.     This  was  no  boy^s  trick  with 
him:   neither  her  beauty  nor    her  inno- 
cence  ^Hured  him,     She  was  the  casket 
in  which  I  kept  my  money ;  and  had  she 
been  the  foulest  thing  in  nature«  he  would 
have.  been  contented  with  his  prize,  so 
his  purpose  of  wickedness  had  been  ac- 
complished.     He  is  a  villain  !  my  CarcH 
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Iine ;  and  vhether  it  had  been  my  mk, 
or  my  chtld»  that  had  opcned  to  him  my 
cofkrs,  it  would  have  made  no  difference 
to  him.  But  God  help  me^  what  am  I 
doing!"  added  he«  checking  his  vehe- 
mence  and  sorrow.  "Gricve  no  morc, 
my  dear  Caroline«  all  shall  be  as  you  di- 
rcct;  only  bc  comforted:  this  poor  girl 
shall  be  pitied,  shall  be  received  again 
into  a  fether's  arms.  She  shall  not  find 
me  unjelenting.  She  shall  be  happy  if  I 
can  make  her  so«  and  that  mll  cheer 
you.** 

I  could  not  remain  in  the  room  any 
longcr :  I  was  totally  subdued  by  the 
language  of  nature  and  aifFection,  and 
again  my  heart  bitterly  reproached  the 
child  who  could  abandon  such  a  father: 
who  had  not«  in  his  sharpest  pangs  of 
sorrow,  uttered  one  menace«  and  who, 
hanging  over  the  sick  couch  of  a  dutiful 
idaughter,  thought  more  of  her  consola-^ 
tion  than  of  his  own  injuries.     I  recalled 


IS6  LADY   UACLAiair» 

my  wish^  however;  for  had  Miss  Lau 
nora  been  present»  she  mast  havc  dicd  of 
compunction;  and  Caroline  häs  madems 
charitable.  I  hope  she  M'ill  live  to  lO« 
pent;  and  repay  in  some  measure  her  & 
ther's  goodness. 

Mrs.  Serge  did  not  appear  tili  the  tes 
hour  yesterday.      She  looked  pale^  and 
ivas  for  a  time  silent  and  sorrowAiI ;  but 
at  length  she  began  on  the  subject  of  her 
inquietudc.     The  fugitive  was  by  tumi 
'^  an  xingrateful  girl«''    and    ^*  her  poor 
betrayed  child;"    but  what  appearcd  to 
have  noade  a  deep  Impression  on  the  mo--^ 
ther^  was  the  diflficulties  to  whicfa  Misi^ 
Nora  would  be  exposed  in  the  journey  fo^ 
want  of  clothes  and  linen. .  ^'  She  wouU^ 
besucha  figure!'*  and  thcn  ''for  a  girlJ 
like  Nora  to  be  married  in  such  a  low 
life  way !  She^  that  might  have  married  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  world^  even  a  no- 
bleman^  with  her  fortune!'*   "Thatc^ 
nion  of  yours,  my  dear  Lydia,*'  obaervcd 
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•  Seigc,  somewhat  dryljr,  «*  has,  I 
,  becn  too  often  repeated  before  Mr. 
rly ;  and  it  has  had  its  eifect,  for  it  has 
quered  his  dislike  fa  a  brown  girL** — 

lady  coloured  crimson  deep  at  this 
lark. — **  There  is  no  accounting  for 
behaviour/'  answcred  she;  "butifit 

money  hc  wanted^  I  know  that  hc 

;fat  have  had  a  widow  with  thirty  thou- 

1  pounds  in  her  pocket  by  bolding  up 

hand.     I  must  think  Nora  courtcd 

i:  his  handsome  person  might^  without 

discredit  to  her^s,  or  any  woman's 
äce,  have  pleased  her:  however,  she 
^t  have  done  worse,  Jerry ;  for  after 

Captain  Fairly  is  a  gentleman^  and 
ongs  to  pepple  who  can  push  him  for- 
rds  in  thc  world :  I  know  he  has  great 
itions  in  the  East  Indies."  «*  Are  yoii 
:  mistaken^  Lydia^  as  to  the  place  in 
ich  this  noble  captain  has  friends  and 
inections?**  asked  Mr.  Serge.  "Oh 
"  replied  she  eagerly,  *'  I  have  heard 


j 

t 
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him  spcak  many  times  ot  a  couftin  he 
has  at  Bombayj  who  married  a  nabobj 
bccause  he  would  not  mariy  her  hhnsdf : 
so  in  despair  she  went  to  the  East  Indiei, 
and  got  a  husband  in  a  fortnight  after  Aic 
arrived/'  *'  I  must  still  think  you  areott 
in  your  gcography/'  replied  he,  •*&rl  , 
must  believe  he  vrill  never  find  any  fncndi  ij 
to  acknowledge  him»  unlest  at  Bottiqr 
Bay;  and  upon  condition  he  tmMfM 
himself  thither^  my  purse  shall  be  opötio 
him/*  •«  Lord,  Jerry,  how  cniclly  ywi 
talk!"  answered  the  weeping  wife ;  *'bii( 
I  know  you  so  well,  that  I  ought netto 
mind  what  you  say :  when  you  see  ycM 
pqor  girl  on  her  bended  knles  before  you^ 
you  will  forgive  and  folget.*'  «*I  bviC 
foi^ven  her,  without  seeing  her  on  her 
bended  knees,'*  replied  he  with  emotbo* 
'^  Let  her  reserve  that  hunüUty  for  hat 
heavenly  Father :  she  has  ofiended  him  in 
foigetting  her  duty  tö  me ;  and  this  grieres 
me,  Lydia,  more  thaq  you  think/*    A 
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1%  «Off  idled  down  hJshoaeitftfx:  üiea 
tUMibg  mSirMurdochsnd  hislady.  he 

-  expressed  his    concern  at ,  haviag    givenf 

r  them  so  much  trouble  and  YCXfttion  i  and' 

,  mentioning  his  Intention  of  leiving-  cb* 

[  Hall  on  Tuesday  morning,  provi^ol  tX)Cf<r 

1   Tor  Douglas  did  not  oppoae  the  meugre. 

j    l  omic  Ihe  reply  made  to  thk  dechijutOft.- 

"  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt."  a^  he,' 

stniggling  to  suppress  his  tean.    **  You 

are  good  and  kind-hearted  peopk,_  and  at 

such,  speak  as  you  mean  r  bijc  my  child 

wishes  to  be  at  Putncy,  in  Order  to  r6. 

ccive  and  comfcfrt  her  sister."     The  doc- 

»robserved,  that  Miss  Serge's  anxiety  to  ' 

Kturn  home  would  be  more  hurtfal   to 

herthan  the  joufney.     It  was,  thcrefore, 

mcied.  that  our  guests  should  deparC  at 

Ölt  time  they  proposcd^  which  ia^  faow- 

cvcr,  postponed  tili  Thursday. 

My  rcverence  for  Mr,  Serge  ha»»  m/ 

[  dear  Lucy,  risen  within  theie  fcw  last  days 

to  veneration.     I  have  even  negicctcd  niy 
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boundcn  duty  to  tny  dear  Sir  Murdochi  in 
Order  to  watch  Mr.  Scrg^  in  his  sdlitaiy 

w 

Vf'ilks  in  the  avenue,   We  undcrstand  each 
ocher.     He  talks  to  me  of  hii  idol  Caro- 
line ;  asks  me  a  thousand  questiona  about 
Mr.  Hardcastle;  and  wonders  that  he  oeyer 
heard  Counsellor  Steadman  mention  so  cik 
traordinary  a  man  !     Then  he  stopa. J^4^ 
in  my-  face^  and  says  vith  a  aigh^  *<  \l^ 
would  I  give  to  see  piy  Caroline  a6  heidi^j 
as  you, Miss Cbwley  ?  But sheia^is^gooda^ 
you  are.   If  you  knew  the  hcaft pf  mj  cJ^ijA. 
you  would  love  her,  and  pity  me»"  .   Tbe 
tone  wich  which  he  calis  Caroline  ^'bif 
child"  is  so  peculiariy  tender,  and  expres* 
.siveof  his  affection  for  her»  that  a  stranger 
to  him  and    his  family  would  concludc 
that  his  hopes  hung  on  the  life  of  an  only 
cbild :  but  in  his  conduct  to  them  all  he 
appears  to   be  governed  by  one  leading 
principle  of  affection  and  induigence ;  and 
the  prefcrencc  he  gives  to  Caroline  is  the 
result  of  that  confidence  and  esteem  which 
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hls  own  unsophiscicated  understanding  hu 
discovered  to  be  due  to  her  worth  and  t»> 
lents.  He  calls  her  sometimes  his  Tfvp^ 
ac  another  his  Pride,  and  his  Boait ;  and 
this  moming  with  a  flood  of  tears>  he  üäA 
me  that  I  could  neverknow  what  were  the 
advantages  he  had  reapcd  from  having  lud 
a  child  like  his  Caroline ;  and  he  concli|4^ 
that  my  läther  had  been  weil  educate^^  }iig 
the  wisdom  he  had  shown  in  regard  tom|i 
whereas/'  added  he^  "my  child  has  ^ttn 
eyes  to  the  blind,  as  I  may  say»  in  herjjiu 
xents*  house." 

Farewell  I  I  am  going  to  tske  an  aini^ 
%ilbMr>  Seine-    Your%  ever. 

Racmu  Covur. 


M 
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From  the  same  to  thc  samcm  ^ 

YoU  al«  sony»  you  say»  tluit  die  Säget 
have  left  Tarefield  so  soon;  and  tlikt  dao 
my  sweet  Marjr  regrets  die  löss  of  die  bot 
pait  of  my  romance«  thc  itcoveiyofMbs 
Sergejs  health^  anü  the  happiness  of  dK 
ivhole  family,  by  die  forgiveness  of  the 
imprudeht  Leönora.    Bat  I  cannot  gratify 
Mary«  Heaven  in  its  o  wn  time  will  renda 
to  Caroline  Serge  the  meed  of  sufieriiig  vir» 
tue«    Miss  Leonora  must  first  foigive  her- 
seif^  before  her  father's  pardon  can  bea 
blessing  to  her;  and  if  she  is  ever  entided 
to  his  forgiveneas^  it  must  be  attained  hj 
the  road  of  self-reproach  and  repentance« 
I  can  only  wish  her  well  through  the  rüg- 
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gMl  paUi,  t^d  j]^  Uut  «he  mtjr  Boc  stuio- 

afpai^hjcsrc.  '  -J  ciionot'.  bdp  iv    ^f 

cendancy.     But  I  send  you'  Che  millf^lKy 
or  a  conversation  betvKien  nifE  xii4.  li^wi' 
Serge,  which  will  a£  onceaccopiic  Ibr.^iny-  ' 
uncharitabie  senttments  in-mcditiobiiig  tftfr 
fugitive  bride.  . ;  '* 

WLUing  to  beof  somfuiein.^.Bfn^ 

^   bustle  preparatory  to  ow  faepdt*  dlp^- 

|i.  ture,  and  to  which  was  added'tibciiyije  tl^ 

'    common  indispositioa  cf  Miii  Fünc.  vho 

has   aot  yet   recovercd   from  the   consc- 

-QWaKf!ft'.'Pf  Miss  Nora's  unceremonious 

.^CputMrCj  X  o£feted  my  Services  to  Cuo- 

»;%i^  vho,  as  bdi^  the  least  exacüi^  I 

'  dm^it  in  dsoger  of  being  the  mMt  fin- 

tgötteit.    ^e  was  quietly  and  meckly  ait' 

taig  iD  her:  easy  chair*  and  alone^     Shc 

*'ieceivcid  oic  wUh  aatis&ction.    I  bc^^  to 

-  ntXi.     Hie  coaverSation  soon  turncd  c» 
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her  sisttr,  her  hopes  of  mecting  her»  »od 
effecting  an  entire  reconciliation»  and  fix* 
giveness  of  her  marriago.  <^  I  have  önljr 
one  fear  to  harass  my  spirits/'  added  iriie, 
*^  and  my  cfforts  to  check  mj  impatknce 
augments  this  fear.  I  know  that  mf  life 
depends  on  my  bring  placidi  and  I  BMf 
render  inyself  useless  Co  Ixoiion.  fiOB 
my  anxiety  to  serve  her*' '  I  pauedtm 
goodness.  5«  Ic  is  my  duty  only  diat  I 
can  perform^'*  answered  she  i "  and  cvcn 
in  my  att^mpts  and  hopes»  äa  theae  räaft 
to  my  sister»  I  am  govemed  by  a  still  Stt> 
pcrior  principle  of  action.  I  well  kaov 
ivhat  my  dear  father's  sorrowwill  bCj 
ivhen  I  am  removed.  He  will  need  <om- 
fortj  and  Leonora  has  only  to  use  her  Oft- 
derstanding»  and  to  employ  her  cares  assi- 
duonsly  to  be  the  consoler  he  will  vaat 
in  the  first  access  of  bis  sorraw :  his  God 
and  his  own  piety  will  then  be  his  coafo- 
lation,  I  trust.**  '*  And  I  most  fervendy 
hope/'  replied  h  ^'  that  your  youtb.  and 
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your  patience  will  effect  yöur  restoration 
to  hnlth.  You  will  live,  I  trust,  to  bc  a 
comfortand  a  blessing  to  yourgood  fa» 
ther,  and  all  your  fiimily.  You  may  rea« 
sonably  hope  to  enjoy  many  years  of  com- 
foitable  existence  in  this  world,  before 
you  are  recalied  to  the  heaven  for  which 
you  are  so  richly  prcparedt"  My  warm 
and  tiunest  manner  surprised  her,  I  be« 
lieve;  for  her  eyes  swam  in  tean,  and 
she  blushed.  *'  1  am  indebted  to  a  good 
and  (Hous  aunt,  who  brought  me  up/* 
rqplied  she,  '*for  the  patience  and  the 
peace  of  mind  I  have  enjoyed  under  a 
course  of  trial,  which  my  youth  littlc  ex- 
pected  three  years  since.  How  often  have 
I  blessed  this  relation  for  her  lessons,  and 
for  an  examplie  that  has  supported  me^ 
and  which  will  I  hope,  still  support  me 
to  the  end.*' — She  checked  herseif,  and 
then  proceeded. 

••  This  aunt,"  continucd  she,  ^*  might 
with  propricty  bc  called  my  fathcr's  best 
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friend.  JLeft  an  orphan»  and  withput  thc 
means  of  life.  she  received  faim  whcn  a 
inere  boy ;  and  supported,  bim  as  ,h^ 
child*  On  the  death  of  her  husband^ 
who  lefc  her  rich^  she  placed  my  father  at 
the  head  of  the  businesa^  and  althmig^. 
not  more  than  forty^  rejected  for  hif  wiSffL 
leveral  overcures  of  marriage.  .  She^im* 
perintended  his  family ;  and  in  thct  ^XS^ 
perity  and  tranquillity  of  nny  fadier^s  Jife» 
he  was  in  danger  of  forgetting^  tl^t» 
*  man  was  not  bom  to  bf  alone/  .He 
was  advancing  to  the  season  of  fAA  bat* 
chelorship^  when  he  married  mj  motheir; 
who  is  füll  twenty  years  younger  tl^ui 
himself :  she  was  very  pretty^  and  j^oo^- 
natured:  my  aunt^  as  she  has  told,  nij^ 
fearedj  oh  hearing  of  the  mariiagey,  tfaft 
my  fether's  good  genius  had  forsalpa 
him  1  but  although  a  mere  household 
drudge,  she  had  understanding  todjsCQ- 
ver  that  a  man  of  my  father's  age^  with 
anaffluent  fortune«  and  a  thriving  iodus^ 
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tiy,  was  not  likely  when  in  love  to  bc 
*  tontrotded  by  adviceJ  The  good  humour 
and  docility  of  the  young  wife  soon 
gained  her  good  will,  and  her  frank  con* 
fession^ .  that  she  knew  noching  of  fiunily 
numagement^  and  was  unequal  to  the  di« 

« 

rection  of  one  so  numerous  as  my  fiaher's, 
induced  Mrs.  ^Massey^  my  aunt^  to  givc 
up  her  plan  of  living  in  the  cpuntry.  She 
xetained  her  post  of  usefulness ;  and  my 
vMthsT^  delighted  by  the  amusements 
within  her  reach^  and  contented  with  the 
idleness  of  an  indulged  childj  saw  with 
gratitude,  rather  than  jealousy,  her  au- 
thority  del^ted  into  the  hands  of  one 
who  never  interfered  with  her  pleasures 
or  wishes." 

\*  I  was  the  iirst  bom  child«  and  the 
first  serious  vexation,  that  my  aunt  expe- 
rtenccd  from  my  fether's  marriage.  She 
had  hoped  to  see  my  mother  a  nurse;  but 
she  was  disappointed.  I  was  sent  into 
che  cpuntry  i  even  so  far  as  Borg  ;  and  two 
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years  nursing  thcre  recurlied  me  to  St» 
Martin's  Lane^  half  stupified  with  God- 
frey's  cordial,  and  ricketty  in  evcry  Joint. 
Unfortunately  my  mother^  attrittuting 
my  bad  hcalth  and  feebleness  to  «auial 
weakness^  rather  than  to  improper  b»-> 
nagement^  punued  the  same  line  of  ooik 
duct  with  my  aistcr  Lydia^  who  was  borii 
a  more  vtgoroüs  child;  but  willing  lo 
make  some  concessions^  she  pläced  her  tt 
East  Harn,  a  little  furtder  distant  fram 
London^  and  oh  Epping  Forest.  Coitittry 
nursing  would^  it  is  probable^  have  kspt 
its  ground  in  my  mother's  good  opimoiv 
from  the  proof  Lydia  gave  öf  its  üüäif, 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident^  lAüiSk 
happened  to  my  mother^  in  retlunDi^ 
home  from  visiting  her.  She  was  in  codi» 
pany  with  my  father>  and  they  were  both 
robbed  by  a  highwayman^  who^  not  ccxi- 
tentcd  with  their  watches  and  pucseSj  was 
brutal,  and  so  terrified  mymothcr»  diat 
she  was  in  danger  of  her  life«  and  die 


THE  VICTIM  OF    VILLANV«  S09 

consequence  was,  her  losing  a  male  child 

by  a  premature  birth.    Leonora,  at  my 

iather's  «equest,    wns   rearcd    by  a   wet 

nurse  at  home ;  and  my  mother  found  the 

nurscry  in  the  attic  no  Interruption    to 

her  amusemcncs«     About  this  period,,  for« 

tune  augmented  my  father's  abundance: 

he  gained    the  twenry  thousand    ppund 

prize  in  the  State  lottery';  but  this  ac- 

cessioa  of  wealth  made  little  altexation 

in  cur  modes  of  life«    My  mother  prefer« 

nd  M  ßt  coach  to  any  other,  and  ob« 

served  that  she  had  a  country  house  in 

eveiy  good  inn  within  an  airing  from 

toviu     Her  early  habits  of  life,  and  her 

icaoteness  from  the  fashionable  world  and 

in  follies^  had  happily  secured  to   her  a 

idirii  for  enjoyments,  which,  though  more 

common,  v/crc  less  ruinous.   She  was  con- 

tented  in  her  own  sphere  of  action,  and 

uncontrouled  by  my  father,  who  viewing 

cvcry  proof  of  her  kindness  and  liberality 

to  ochers  through  che  medium  of  his  own 
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active  benevolence»  was  indulgent  to  tbe 
defects  of  my  mother's  mode  of  bcing  use- 
iuK    But  a  death,  or  a  birth^  in^tnyfämi- 
ly  within  her  knowledge  or  rcach,  wa»  tfae 
Signal  for  her  to  desert  her  own»  A  strai^ 
ger  might  at  timcs  ha ve  mUtaken^  qi  die 
night^  our  house  for  the  abodc  of  an  ac- 
coucbeur.  Alert  and  vigilant^  my  mpcbcr   . 
obeyed  the  first  summons  ;  and  with  czui-.  ; 
tation  would  detail  to  my  aunt  the  itfp>  . 
she  had  trodden»  or  the  road  she  had  pa$90^  j 
in  the  carcs  of  providing  for  a  funeral»  M  | 
getting  a  wet  nurse  for  an  Infant«    Ixeallj   j 
believe  she  has  answered  at  the  fönt  fa   i 
more  children  than  she  can  recöllect  hf 
their    baptisnual   or   sirnames,    and  h» 
gone  more  miles  to  trace  the  qualütOk 
tions  of  a  cook-maid  for  her  friendi^lliilt 
a  judge  goes  on  his  circuit.    In  a  woid^ 
all  was  pleasun  to  my  dear  mother,  that  «o 
bustle^  hurry,  and  an  excrtion  of  her  con« 
stant  flow  of  animal  spirits.     I  fear  I  havt 
spoken  too  unguardedly  of  my  mother's  lit«  >; 
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e  foibles/'  continued  Caroline  with  a  mo-^ 
est  blush^  "forbclievcmc,  shc  has  many 
Kcellent  traits  in  her  characcer;  and  evcn  in 
er  ^nistakesj  the  goodness  of  her  heart 
Mtvails.  But  I  h^ve  been  led  into  this 
confidence  in  you^  Miss  Cowley^  from  the 
pcculiar  State  of  my  thoughts  as  these  relate 
to  my  sister*s  unfortunate  marriage.  I 
OQce  or  twice  saw  the  man  to  whom  she  has 
10  unguardedly  committed  her  own  happi- 
Jtts,  and  the  tranquillity  of  her  father«  I 
ms  not  pleased  with  him ;  for  I  perceived 
dttt  he  was  a  designing  man,  and  had  aU 
itidy  secured  by  bis  attentions  my  mothcr*8 
good  opinion.  I  now  dread  his  influenae 
Wi  her  son.  The  genuine  virtue  and  sim- 
plicity  of  my  father's  mind,  with  his 
iadulgence  and  liberality  of  temper,  will 
be  feebie  barriers  to  oppose  to  this  Cap. 
tain  Fairly's  seductions,  should  it  be  his 
pleasure  to  lead  my  mother  into  the 
mares  of  dissipation  and  fashionable  life. 
Ihavc  observed,  evcn  from  the  hour  the 
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Miss  Gudgeons  first  accompanied  Leo- 
nora to  Putney^  the  facilitjr  with  wbkb 
my  mother  adopted  new  ideas  of  her  im-: 
portance,  and  new  notions  in  regaid  to 
our  modes  of  living.  Ac  che  last  yhm 
U'hich  chese  girls  paid  us^  she  ofiended 
one  of  my  father's  mosc  ancient  and 
respeetable  friends^  by  omitting  to  i^ 
vite  his  wife  and  daughter^  becauselie 
was  a  sadler.  Her  short  residence  Md 
acquaintance  with  Lady  Gudgeon»-  at 
fiath^  though  fortunately  terminaMl^'  wil 
not  without  its  bad  ejSects^  and  I  hate 
been  concemed  to  set,  from  time  to 
since  our  retum  to  Putney^  my  dear 
ther  assuming  with  her  neighbours  moie 
of  Lady  Gudgcon's  manners  than  thtj 
liked;  but  her  cheerfulness  and  ^'^'nrf 
of  temper  soon  conciliated  theuit  aol 
foanished  from  her  mind  her  'gepMcl 
•ociety/  My  father  will  be  made  wretch- 
ed/*  continued  the  amiable  creaturt^ 
'*  ahould  thii  Fairly  gain  an  ascendancy  in 
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the  family;  for  I  am  convinced  he  is  a 
worthless  man,  and  void  of  evciy  princu 
ple." — She  was  agitated,  and  I  mw  that 
she  wich  pain  suppitsud  something, 
«*  My  mother  has  been  niueh  gratified/^ 
puraued  she,  by  my  employing  my  good 
ofifees  in  Lconora's  behalf :  that  is  some 
comfort  to  mCj  and  it  is  wrong  to  antici» 
pate  eviK  Leonora  is  now  hit  wife^  and 
I  will  only  think  of  her  future  security; 
not  of  her  pr^ent  condition.'*  She  agaiix 
paused.— -^*  I  was  reading  this  morn« 
ing/*  continued  she,  "  the  story  of  the 
Homespun  family,  from  *  the  Mirror  :• 
you  will  not  bc  surprised,  my  dear  Miw 
Cowlcy,  after  my  little  detail,  that  I  could 
not  help  being  Struck  with  the  analogy 
I  found  between  this  family  and  our  own. 
AU  our  mistakes  have,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  originated  from  the  want  of  educa« 
tion  ;  I  mean  of  that  education  rcquisite 
to  the  safcty  of  the  individual :  one  suit- 
able  to  their  rank  and  place  in  life.    Had 
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xny  dear  fkther  not  been  raised  to  such  an 
unezpected  accesston  of  wcalth^  all  faad 
been  well.  My  mother's  activity  wobld  have 
been  confined  to  the  duties  of  hirätitioii, 
and  the  carc  of  her  childreii.    Our  prcttat 
dangers  would  not  have  found  a  [flade  in  die 
abode  of  competence  and  contentnioit :  ikv 
would  my  father's  unambitious  mirid  and  ' 
simplicity  of  character,  have  been  äntfl^ect 
of  censure  or  of  ridicule/'    I  will  ^siut  ruf 
pen  the  task  of  recording  my  reply  ta  diii 
appeal  You  Icnow  my  wisdom^  and  jf«  Ute 
Solomon's  ''  it  be  vanity  and  vexation  of 
spirit/  *  it  servcd  one  good  purpose,  fbr  it 
led  US  into  a  Icss  serious  conversation  on 
.  the  subject  of  fem'ale  education  and  femili ' 
attainments.     So  leaving  to  your  sagacitf   j 
to  fish  out  as  you  can  my  profound  obscr-    j 
Vations,  I  will  send  you  Caroline  Seige'i 
opinions  upon  these  important  topics. 

'*  I  am  no  advocate  for  ighorance/' 
Said  she,  in  reply  to  an  Observation  I  Ind 
madc;  i*  but  I  am  persuaded   that  the 
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same  mode  of  educatioh  cannot  be  ad$>pu 

cd  vich  safety  or  Utility  to  evciy  girl ;  and 

granting  all  the  advantages  which  you 

have  enumerated  as  resulting  from  a  cul- 

tivated  understanding  and;  refined  taste,  I 

must  still,  be  of  opinion,  that  we  should 

be  instructed  with  a  view  to  the  sphere 

in  "which  we  are  destined  to  move,  and  to 

the  duties  to  which  we  are  more  peculiar- 

ly   appointed.      It    is  not    my  Citber's 

wealth  or  connections  that  could  render 

Lconoia  happy  under  the  parental  roof» 

Toö  much  refinement  for  our  piain  man- 

ners  has  made  her  discontented  and  un- 

grateful ;    and  she  will,   I  fear,    be  un- 

happy  for  life,  and  a  constant  source  of 

misery   to  her  parcnts.     Lydia  on   the 

other  hand," — She  cast  down   her  eyes, 

and  with  some  hcsitation,  added, — **  may 

be  tbeir  disgrace;  for  she  has  bcen  too  mucb 

öcglected.      I   have  many  times   blessed 

God,  Miss  Cowicy,  for  the  instructions 

oi  my  youth :  they  were  such  as  suited 
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mj  Situation ;  and  tfaejr  have  made  at 
ineful  to  my  familf^  besides  havingta» 
forced  thac  patience  and  resignacion  omIm 
will  of  Ged,  which  my  tiiidft  faawf  medi^ 
and  which  the  most  brilliant  atcnnoMdi 
might have failed  in producing»' ; i  htmti 
you  see,  not  contidered  in  tfair  view^  dtt 
education  of  a  young  penon^  wfaa^  SSat 
yourself»  bas  been  judiciously  »kI  ptf 
instructeds  buc  that  tuition  whichi^»  ofl 
teti  appears  to  me  to  ncg^cct»  not  aoif 
what  is  usefui^  but  what  prindpattyiMi^ 
stitutes  the  only  object  worth  aftcnding 
€o ;  for  unlcss  moral  discipiine  goea  dkaag 
vith  the  enlargement  of  the  undcsBtandü« 
ing,  and  the  cultivation  of  taste^    tint 
are  nothing;  and  indced  are  often^iMV 
ftrmcl$us  tban  ignorance.    It  is.  tnic,**  add- 
cd  she,  smiling^  <'  that  my  aunt  Masscy^ 
lessona  were  not  calculated  to  rendcr  me    j 
either  polite  or  accomplished ;  but  therr 
is  nothing  in  household  wisdom  to  perfot 
the  mindj  or  rniskad  the  iniagination«  I 
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-  4hiMM '4»ve>l^  raid  more  thiui  I 

f  ifiljb  4nK  «he  was  <öf  optnion  that  I  read'' 
^  moiqjbjjfbr  agtrt  t  aad  wich  seine  vaniqr» 
liQ^lMglld  «f  iby  aikhmiKk^  when  LeoiÄra'« 

meniäoned.    Mf  bad  hddthg 

ittA  coafineincQt  to  irldch  ic  has  aub^ 

jßmBß'tkakt  Ikave  «nade  nie  tbnd  of  teading^ 

; '  hqibdN*  Jwkh'aatis&ction  that  |  havc  i«a« 

aiiphir JafP^er  «#ik[>  find  anrnscment'  froga 

^[iiaijhp:^'  4iiIe;;'W0aklj  >  L  am  perfvadod^  tQ 

i  |tiMM:r'4IM/f ,  added  *<he^ .  amaiiigi' «'  have 

^  uinMurafcHi  Iq  leam  Hebicir i  but  I  Waa 

^lyohward  i  with  his  choic«  of  books»  ■-  aad^ 

^«dittva  confined  oiirselves  to  those  w/: 

«nderpund.    Be  not  surprised^  my  deac 

.Mi«B  Cowley,  that  Ithusplead  in  favour 

«f  4inadomcd  goodnessj  and  piain  sensc^" 

forngnued  she.     <'  My  &ther  has  shown 

mci  that  virtue  needs  not  the  polish  of 

tiie  world^  .nor  the  acquirenaents  of  the 

«cteols^  to  make  ita  way  to  the  estcem 

Udrcvcrcnce  of  those  within  the  reach 

^  iu  attractive  powers.    You  have  wit-. 


2lJt  LADT  MACLAIRK, 

nesscd  my  father's  goodness  tp  his  chil* 
drcn;  and  believe  me^  when  I  teil  you, 
that  bis  whole  life  and  conversation  has 
been  exactly  similar  to  the  *  Israelites^  in 
whom  there  was  no  guilc*  God  will 
conifort  and  support  him  when  I  am  le- 
moved!  But  I  know^  too  well  for  my 
tranquiliity»  what  he  will  suffer  when  I 
am  removed«  and  that  thought  prcventi 
my  being  what  I  ought  to  bc."  She 
checked  herseif,  and  wiping  away  a  All- 
ing tear,  proceeded  :  '^  I  have  notfinidk' 
ed  my  little  history,*'  said  she  snuliog; 
''  but  1  shall  tire  you ;  yet  it  is  neccssary 
in  Order  for  me  to  bring  forward  my  con* 
clusionsj  and  to  leave  with  you  my  con- 
firmed  opinion  on  the  subject  we  havc 
been  engaged  in.'*  You  will  supply  my 
answer,  Lucy. 
'*  My  aunt,  in  the  mean  time,'*  continiied 
Caroline,  ••  trained  me  up  to  bc,  as  she 
said,  her  '  right  band/  and  she  frequendy 
adverted  to  her  age  and  infirmities  as  an«» 


.. 
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other  and  powerf»!  motivc,  which  I«i  her 
to  keep  mc  so  much  in  the  domestic  way. 
I  was  remindcd<:ontinually  of  my  father's 
<;omforts:  of  che  disorder  and  confusion 
pf  such  a  family  as  ours^  if  left  vithout  a 
manager;  and  hlnts  were  from  tlme  to 
time  dropped^  that  my  mother  had  no 
turn  for  family  affairs,   though  a   good 
parent»  and  a  good  woman.     Lydia's  in- 
dulgences  grieved  her;  but  she  had  too 
much  on  her  hands,  for  hourly  contests ; 
and  my  mother  was  satisfied,  that  in  her 
day-school  she  learned   enough  for  her 
yearSj  and  that  the  kitchen  was  no  worse 
for  her  play  hours,  than  any  other  place. 
Nora  was  the  idol  we  all  worshipped  :  she 
was  lively  and  attractive  beyond  evcn  the 
attractive  age  of  infancy  :    she  was   the 
pride  of  our  hearts,  and  the  delight  of  my 
father's  eyes  !    Even  Mrs.  Massey   was 
unable  to  resist  her  fascinating  vivacity 
and  sweetness  of  temper ;  and  young  as  I 
was,  I  have  remarked  the  pleasure  which 
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bcamed  from  her  own  comely  face,  on  bc- 
ing  told,  that  thc  little  Leonora  was  "her 
very  imagc.*'  I  had  just  attained  myfiU 
teenth  ycar,  when  we  lost  this  good  aunt 
A  will  n  ade  in  my  father's  favour  whilst 
he  was  yet  a  bachelor,  put  him  in  posses* 
sion  of  her  wholc-propcrty,  which  I  have 
been  told  amounted  to  near  thiity  thoUi- 
6and  pbunds. 

I  have,  however,  reason  för  believiflg 
that  Mrs-  Massey  had  frequently  thoiigte 
t)f  altering  the  form  of  her  donation;  and 
sccuring  to  iis  her  fortune  after  my  fathcrt 
death  :  for  I  remember  well  hearing  her 
many  times  say,  that  my  mother  was  nW 
jfit  tor  business,  and  might  be  left  a  youig 
widow«  From  these  remarks  she  would  few- 
tily  turn,  and  descant  on  the  advantagesof 
habits  of  economyand  order;  5ecountingK) 
me  the  management  by  which  she  had  second- 
td  her  husband's  industry,  and  with  wbat 
comfort  they  lived  to  see  their  little  bcgin^ 
nings  of  .one  thousand  pounds  acciHnu- 


L.  and  their  buslneas  ^laily  flooriahii^« 

bpwever,  chüd/'  she  would  odd,  **  jrour 

fer  is  in  a  muchmore  extensive' li|ieaf 

tness  than  his  uncle  ev«F,Wi  and^'hi»' 

ly  is  a  very  di^reqtfMK  fiom  mio^y 

rhoves  him  to  Uve  «jtiAoicezpenfei 

that  is  no  reajon  Sttrhän^  cxtrava^. 

t  OT  careless ;  and  you  mufC  never  r^ax; 

•jour  duty."    ft  may  bc  nieccilB«7  tae 

^ou  that  my  fttber'j  'hotudbpid  inv^, 

er  than  is  comtBon  With  -peqple  in  liitl* 

).     He  carried  oiMm  ekteatJvc.cQOH:. 

De  in  the  whoIeB4le  Une  öf  faü  tnde»; 

!     manufactured   hU  owti .  cloth,   in  iL' 

ijHK  of  business  at  or  near  Wakcfield  In. 

irkshire'.     In  consequence  of  thcse  en-- 

^einents,  we  had  in  the  fämUy  acvenil 

üng  men  as  assistants  xnd'  Clerks»  wha 

Öied   at  our   table,   and   it  was  a  liberal- 

Ic.  .My  father  had  purchased  tbe  house 

-Bitney  before  the  melancholy  evcnt  of ' 

T^aunt's  deathj  meaning  to  make  it  the 

xidence  of  my  mother  and  his  daughten :- 
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and  in  his  first  depression  of  spiiitfffori 

•    ■  ■         ■ 

lost  which  no  acces^ion  of  ifbituAe  'CcliK  ' 
lessen^  hr  declared  hts  intehtion  of  qiHC^  - 
ting  bbsiness,  and  living  there  himself;  iPbf  ; 
atime^  however»  he  fouind  in  mc,  atvli^  ? 
Mrs.  Massey,  to  use' his  own  paräal  wmb^  1 
of  praise ;  for  assisted,  by  an  okf  doofeftk  *- 
of  my  aunt*s  training^  I  superintcndtil-'^tlK:  ] 
house  in  St.  Martinas  fane^  and  il9^'<|0B^  ,i 
facher  still  found  it  his  abodc  of  cote^jitf^  1 
Leonora  was  at  this  period  at  her ^MüM^ 
Lydia»  buc  I  need  not  recapinibtt/ib 
you  her  defects  !  I  mcntioned  tö  my  6-* 
ther  my  fears  for  her  ;  and  without  anf 
Opposition  on  my  mothcr's  pärt,  shc  wai 
permitted  to  bfear  me  Company  in  Stt 
Martin's-lane.  But-  Twas  too  young  fer 
a  duenna,  and  too  feeble  in  health,  ftr 
endless  contests;  and  warned  by  thegood 
od  woman  who  directed  in  the  kitdidV 
that  Lydia  was  too  often  wanttng  to  hitt 
pens  mendcd  in  the  counting  heutig 
J.  gavc  Dp  a  Charge  for  which  I  was  s^ 
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littlc  qualified.     It  is  nearly  thrcc.yeam 
tince  my  complaint  became  formidable. 
Mr.   Tomkins,    my   father's  associate  in 
business^  married ;  and  I  was  no  longer 
necessary  in  St.  Martin's-Iane.     Country 
air  was  prescribed,  and  my  father,  in  order 
to   watch  over  my  health,   gavc  up  his 
commercial  concerns  and  bis  enjoyn.ents. 
In  cvcry  intcrval  of  ease,  1  have  endca- 
voured  to  win  Lydia  to  some  useful  appli* 
cation  of  her  hours ;  but  neifhcr  my  ap- 
peals  to  her  reason,  nor  even  her  vanity, 
have  bcen  attended  with  success.     Nora^s 
contempt  of  her  has  not  been  unobserved, 
however;  and  she  has   returned   this,   by 
fostering  in  her  heart  a  resentment,   which 
no  time  will  soften;   whilst  she  manifests 
to  me  a  good  will  and  affection  unbound* 
cd,  but  as  they  are  checked  by  her  habits 
of  idleness,  and  predilection  for  Company j, 
in  which   she   finds   herseif  without  re- 
straint.      Thus,    my   dear   Miss    Cowley, 
have  I  vainly  endeavoured  to  be  useful  to 
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mjr  sistcrs.    Alasl  1  havc  foun4  tbat  ittf 
argiiments  are  no  more  tinderstODd  faf  , 
beauty,  accomplishments^  and  z  ßniilM    - 
cducation,  than  by  vulgär  i^orance,  ajfll    ; 
rudeness.    Too  much  refinement  bnäil  ^; 
one  hand^  and  too  Ütde  on  the  öthelsl    ' 
ha ving  defeated  my  purpose  of  seeuig  jdhciij. 
w^hat  I  desire;  the  children^  and  che  |i^ 
py  children^  of  a  parent  beyond  all  pnuHJ   j 
for  purity  of  heart^  and  the  huinUc  inl    i 
genuine  graces  ofXhristianity«   *AijMl.'llt   ; 
me  ask  you/'  added  she,  with  ai;iiituald^  j 
«*  whethcr  in  a  world  like  this,   and  fof 
the  accommodation  of  creatures  like  oür* 
selves,    it   i$  not  wisdom,  to  prefcr  the 
lowly  but  snug  cottage,  to  the  sumptuoui 
palace,  under  every  consideration  wbich 
our  reason  may  suggest  in  the  chöice*     If 
the  gorgeous  structure  wants  a  5olid  foun^ 
äaiion^  and  the  cot  tage  a  fence^  I  should 
still  seek  my  safety  under  the  low  tnud. 
walls,  believing  that  the  higher  the  ediSci 
is,  the  greatcr  is  the  hazard*" 
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Mrs.  Sergejs  entrance  prevented  njf 
neply;  and  Unding  she  had  sonie  direc« 
tions  to-  give  to  the  servant  who  followcd 
her,  relative  to  Caroline**  clothes,  I  wich- 
drcw«  Whac  a  loss  will  this  amiable  girl 
be  to  her  family  !  Ic  is  to  be  lamented» 
that  heaven  recallg  her  from  a  world^  in 
which  &he  would  be  an  ex^mple  that  good 
sense  is  worth  something/and  more  to  bc 
aoveted  than  '*  goldj  evea.  than  pure 
gold." 

•I  did  not  take  leavc  of  her  without 
tears.  She  has  pronüsed  to  write  to  me  if 
her  health  permit  her. 

I  forgot  to  inform  you  of  our  parting 
scene  below  stairs,  and  shall  preface  it, 
by  telling  yoo,  that  Malcolfn  now  ranks 
with  me  amongst  my  zzorihies.  Never 
tklk  to  me  of  your  Sdpio's,  your  Titus's, 
and  such  •*  heathenish  folks/'  as  Deborah 
used  to  call  them  in  her  indignarion,  on 
hearing  that  they  worshipped  images, 
whilst  I  can  produce  a  merc  village  s wain 
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true  to  lovc ;  and  who  expects  ihc  objtct 
of  his  flame  cvery  haur  to  retum,  and  rc- 
connpense  him  for  a  month  of  sighs  aod 
absenccj  yet  calnüy  and  heroically  pit- 
parcs  to  devote  those  hours  of  joy  to  tlic 
comfort  and  assistance  of  the  dejected  Mti 
Serge  on  the  road.  The  poor  manj  mth  a 
heavy  heart^  mentioned«  that  they  should 
find  the  way  much  longer  to  Putney  oa 
returning,  than  when  in  search  of  their 
"kind  friends.  *•  You  have  shewn-  us/' 
added  he^  *Uhat  we  have  relationsi  tod 
we  shall  go  home  with  hcavy  haats, 
counting  the  miles  which  separate  usj 
but  I  shall  never  forget  Tarcfield,  nor 
like  Putney  again  *'  *'  We  part  ai  itla- 
tions  and  friends/'  answered  the'worthjr 
baronet,  täking  his  hand,  "  as  such  wc 
have  participated  in  your  recent  vexatioD, 
my  good  Mr.  Serge ;  and  we  arc  oiily  to 
be  contented  by  your  promising  us  aiK>- 
ther,  and  a  longer  visit  next  sununer. 
Teil  Lconora  I  shall  not  forgivc  her,  'tiU- 
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I  see  her  in  her  late  nest ;  and  her  hus« 
band  shall  pay  us  for  her  late  desertion» 
by  remaining  with  us,  tili  we  are  weäry  of 
hlm  and  her/* 

"Thank  ye!  thank  ye!*'  was  uttercd 
by  a  voice  which  could  not  proceed,  and 
which  touched  me  to  the  very  souh 
«'  Thcy  .  wait  for  us/*  observed  Mrs. 
Scrg€>  "we  must  part.**  Malcolm  took 
Caroline's  hand,  and  asked  her  wherher 
she  had  courage  to  try  the  phaeton  for  a 
milc  er  two:  **  when  you  are  weary," 
added  he,  smiling,  **  I  will  be  contented 
with  your  father/'  Tlie  poor  man's  fca- 
tures  swelled  with  his  emotions.  **  The 
JLord  be  merciful  tö  me!''  cried  hc,  ^^but 
I  vcrily  believe  you  mcan  to  take  care  of 
US  on  the  road."  *'  Undoubtedly,"  an- 
swered  Malcolm,  '^  and  in  rcturn  I  shall 
expect  you  will  take  care  of  me  at  Putney 
for  a  week.'*  *«  God  will  bless  you, 
young  man,"  answered  Mr.  Serge,  in  an 
undcr-toned  voice,  and  with  great  solem- 
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nity.    ^'  This  is  not  che  .fim  jAoinef ^; 
iHimantty  thar  will  be  placcd  tickybur^no» 
count,  nor  will  it  be  foi}gott3tn;  ^tmfi  '0i^. 
duty«  beyond  that  oigoodwitli  hab  4d  !^r . 
to  che  Performance  of  this  seoond-  ikif  if^ 
cbarity/*     Malcolm  coloutM^-atirt^  Mtf"' : 
tencd  his  Steps.     I  am  conVifU^^liii' 
Mr.  Sei^  alluded  to  his  foli^wilps  it'  . 
father  to  town^  when  foriM,  he*lcÄ;||i^ii 
home  in  a  condition  o'f  wealoiejüry'^iiWrfi^-^ 
the  6on*8  tendemess  saw  itnd  cofci^üiialKt 
ated:    I    have  no  dottbt  bf  Cottüscliai^ 
Steadman's    having    memioned    to    hki 
Serge,  the  filial  conduct  of  a  youüg  ttiui 
ivho  so  completely  won  his  good  opinioB^ 
vhilst  he  was  with  us* 
\  The  baronet,  thinking  it  a  good  oppor* 
tunity  of  paying  ofF  something  from  tl* 
«core  of  *'favours  Kceived/*    persuädtd 
me  to  take  an  airing  with  him  after  oW 
guests  were  departed.     Wc  droVti  t*  Bfc* 
fihop's-Auckland ;  for  since  Mä»  Läonöti - 
has  ipade  us  acquaintcd  with  Mr.  3^^pP» 


I 
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ilifjr»  SSr  Miffdoch  indi.  noyels  wich; 
Hftviditlr  «nd  interest  of  a  miss'  in  her 
M,    Stfnicthing  in  Miss  T/pe-s  xoskvt^ 
fcxcitcd  mj  Curios%.    On .  inquiring* 
iHierdl  tfaevolumcs  Indbecn  rtlumeil 
sil)  li^  bcm  placcd  .to  Misa  Serge*«. 
iMntj  iherq^^  wittia  smilein  die 
iiattmv^adding^  that  she  hoped.  the 
ij^:  iady  wonld  in  her  tum  üad  tfae 
llirahe  iMd,  sent  witfa  tfac  books  as  ex^' 
»r  jAü  explanatioa  foliowed,   aad  .1 
jlil'tliat^Miss  Nora  had  judged'ic  expe» 
II;  to  U9e  my  natxie  instcad  of  her  own, 
Ivr  :(eontrivanc€  to  secure  for  her  jour« 
a  change  of  linen,  and  the  girl  with 
IC  confusion  of  face  Cold  nie  that,  she 
iight  the  gentleman  at  the  Mitre  had 
%  my  lover  ff  cm  what  he  had  said. 
o  now  leaving  my  dear  Mary  to  con- 
r  at  her  leisure  of  the  mar>;ellous  and 
ufold    talents   necessary  to  efFect  the 
jicipation  of  a  young  lady  of  sixteen 
leventeen^  £rom  the  galling  yoke  of 
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parental  prudcnce^  and  the  insxpid  scciU 
rity  of  a  parental  xxx>f^  I  shall  condiide . 
this  letter;  sincerely .  congratulating  lK|t 
on  the  little  acquaintance  9he  haa  witb  j 
cunning^  ingratitude,  and  ai  courage.wlüidr  > 

aets  at  defiance«  even  a  life  of  miaery^ ;fir 

■• 

the  gratification  of  having  fbr  tnhaix^ 
«'  her  (mn  mind.^^     Not  doubting^ 
Mrs.  Fairly  will  soon  condude  the 
by  publifibing  the  succeeding  voltibi^ 
der  the  title  of  "  The  too  latc 
ance/'    Heaven  prcserve  you,  my 
girls^  and  believe  me  sincerely  your 

Rachel  Cow£ei> 


) 
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tATuts  €owky  to  Ifif«  Bardcäitk^ 

>i£V£R  shztti    n^  deir  Luqr,   «. 

|)pt  to  conceal  ffCftn  jau  die  ittte  of  ipy 
You  judgod.  righc.    I  WH  dCf 

fted  by  the  contntt  of  Honcc>  ;lair 
Bis  accouBtoi  Lord  WilliamTs 

%eat  danger,  by  the  stidden  bunting  of 
>B  abscess  on  the  lungs,  and  the  depressim 
t^mind  with  which  Horace  wrote  the  ac- 
count  of  this  dreadful  alarnij  could  not 
bt  balaHced  by  the  more  flaitcring  hopo 
■ith  which  he  finishes  his  letter.^  He 
'*yt,  that  the  patient  is  relieved.  and  that 
1k  physicians  are  of  opinion,  that  his  life 
■M]'  be  prolonged  by  this  efibrt  of  natiuc, 

-But  thoughts  will  intnide  Lucy.  Ho- 
"Ke  contmually  over  the  coucfa  öf  a  per- 
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«on  in  Lord  Willism's  Situation«  »imI^m 
Image  which  cheers  niy  scrious  hoürtV  * 
believfe  diat  &w  medical  mcn  now  re^ 
fuse'their  concurrence  in  the  opinion  ihal' 
consumptiona- arc  contagibus,  parlicuUil]r 
n>  tbfHC  who  arc  jroung.-  U  has  been, 
and  must  be,  a  matter  of  surprise  and  rc- 
gret-to  me,  that  Mr.  Hardcastlc  haE  not. 
participated  with  me  in  these  apprehcn- 
-w'onfr  I  'btit:  oA  W'  contideranon  would  I 
wiih'lfiin'tobeTalarnwd'at  this  momcnti 
being  certäini  thar  mute  woutd  induce 
•Horace  to  leave  bis  frtend  at  this  juncture.- 
•rwill  therefore  imitate  him  in  hi«  virtst;. 
and  tbtg  you  will  do  the  same,  anä  kavr 
tbc  event  to  tbat  Provideiic«  wWcH"  W' 
ftitherto  preservcd  bis  hcalth,  aad-'-wlt- 
liessed  bis- perseverance  and  foftitude  iB* 
tbe  exercise  of  bis  duty.  I  frahkly  c<n^.- 
fess  that  I  have  KQt  been  altog«c^-,y«ik^ 
Beatrix,  since  riw  »cceipt  of  HoracV»  h*^ 
ie^ers ;  .an^  -the  albsence  of  the  ■  Sergo«  - 
wil&  äut  «f  an^  fjiendB  from  AtsA^Äief, 
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has  left  ine  more  leisurCj  than  has  been 

useful  to  me ;  but  knowing  my  remedy, 

I  havc  applied  to  it;  and  I  am  at  prcsent 

Sir  Murdoch's  pupil  for  painting  in  oils : 

he  encourages  nie  :   and  I  am  employcd  ; 

the^  Heartleys    are,    however,    returned, 

and  my  spirits  are  returned  with  thcm. 

Teil  Mary  shc  is  to  give  füll  credit  to 

Alice*s  news  of  her  uncle's  triumphs  at 

Hartley-pool.      He   is    become  a   beau, 

and  a  yoang  man,  and  could  we  manage 

to  keep  him  easy  in  regard  to  Miss  FI  int, 

WC  should  all  be  contented  with  him  ;  büt 

he  is  too  anxiotjs   for  her   to   keep  long 

his  good  looks,  which,  to  say  the  truth,  arc 

beyond   any   I    cxpectcd  to  sce,,  for   he  is 

absolutcly  handsome  wich  his  ruddy  fnce« 

Malcolm  returned  last  night;   and  y*>u,  a« 

we  did,  will  expect   Putney   ncv\:>.      He 

saw  [30or  Leonora  only  once  :  she  was  in- 

disposed    when  he  left  his  good  fricnds, 

but    Captain    Fairly    had    scvcral     tinjes 

shown  himsclf  to  the  modesl  rustic.     MüU 
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colm,  was  by  no  means  pleascd  wich  him« 
•  He  says   that,    cxcept  a   showy   persoxii 
which  may  be  called  a  handsomc  onc,  hc 
could  not  discover  a  single  attraction  in 
this  man,  which  was  likely  to  captivate  a 
girl  of  Leonora's  description ;  for  he  \z 
cold,  formalj  and  aifected  in  bis  manner; 
and    announces  the  little  he  has  to  say 
with  a  pomposity  which  divertcd  hitn, 
and  which  it  was  astonishing  could  have 
escaped  Leonora's  ridicule.     But  he  thinks 
the  captain  is  acting  a  new  part  with  thcse 
simple  people,  and  he  asserts,  that,  Fairly 
has  worn  the  buskin,  or  at  least,  has  stu- 
died  for  the  siage,     Malcolm  very  dis- 
creetly  took  care  to  be  absent  the  first  day 
the  offending '  daughtcr  was  received   at 
Putney  ;  but  judging  that  the  interview 
would    leave    Mr.    Serge  dispirited,  .hc 
returned  in  the  evening  before  the  new 
married  couple  had  left  the  house,  which 
they  did,   it  appears,  in   order  to   their 
finally  quitting  the  Adelphi-Hotel,    for 
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Aitney^  whcrc  Malcolm  Icft  them»  *'  On 
^(üefti^  thc  drawing  room/^  contihued 
<Nir  favourite;»  *!  I  found  only  Mrs.  Serge 
i^tÜ  the  captaiDj  and  a  soit  of  awkward 
fotirödüctibn  followed.  The  captain  ap^ 
jjjtSücA  impatieht  for  his  lady's  depaiture^ 
Irlto  irith  her  father  was  with  Miss  Serge; 
Aalt '^expressed  in  high-flown  •  terms^  his 
|^>prähensions  lest  his  dear  Leonora  should 
Ifc  cMoqpletely  ill^  with  a  dajr  of  such  fa« 
tijgue  tmd  trial/  for. her  weak  and  delicate 
IpMts*  I  thought  him  an  awkward  hy.^ 
j^iöcrice.  *'  Oh !  do  not  fear !''  answered  the 
mother^  with  more  tartness  of  manner 
thän  I  had  yet  perceived  ;  *'  Nora  will  bear 
this  day^s  fatigue  as  well  as  she  did  her 
journey  to  Scotland  ;  though,  to-  say  tHfe 
truth/'  added  she,  *'I  do  not  think  her  com-- 
plexion  improved,  by  travelling  post  for 
so  many  miles ;  and  unless  rest  restores 
her  colour,  you  will  be  in  danger  of  re* 
newing  your  preference  of  Lydia's  fair 
ikin  and  hair.'*     She  laughed^  but  it  was 
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obvious  thac  more  was  meant  by  this 
Observation^  than  I  could  understand ;  the 
captain,  howcver,  probably  did  ^  for  wilk 
a  smilc  he  reminded  her^  that  all  stiata« 
gems  were  lawful  in  lovc  and  war.  '^  That 
is  more  than  I  will  allow/*  answered  shCr 
colouring;  '^and  I  fnust  needs  think,  that» 
battle  or  a  wife^  so  gained,  sbow  more 
cunning  than  couragei  howcvcr,  Ict  thi» 
pass,  you  have  succeeded ;  and  I  trust  ycnr 
will  be  happy  with  your  *  Nut-brown 
Maid/  The  captain  spouted  some  poc* 
try  in  rcply ;  and  Mrs.  Serge  with  a  look 
of  softcncd  rcsentmcnt  remarked,  that  hc* 
weil  undcrstood  the  way  to  a  woman'» 
heart,  and  she  had  no  doubt  of  his  know- 
ihg  how  to  kccp  Nora's.  The  door 
opcncd,  and  Mr.  Serge  entcred  the  room 
with  his  wceping  dai-ghtcr.  Malcolm 
hastily  rctrcating  inro  the  inner  apartment, 
heard  her  sobs  and  adicus.  The  next: 
day,  she  took  possession  of  her  desertc(l 
nest ;  but  was  too  ill  to  join  the  fami!)  at 
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thcir  repasts.  Malcolm  saw  her,  how- 
cver,  for  live  minutes,  when  he  took  his 
Icavc  of  Caroline,  who  has  wonderfulljr 
ftupported  herselt  during  this  *>cene  of  vex- 
ation«  Hc  was  commissioned  to  say  all 
that  was  cordial  and  kind  on  the  part  of 
thc  harrassed  Serges ;  but  they'  could  not 
write. 

Wc  are,  my  dcar  Lucy,  becoming  lamis 
ät  Tarcfield  Hall :  Miss  Flint  could  not 
settle  for  the  night,  without  sending  War- 
her with  her  compliments  to  Mr.  Mac- 
lairn,  with  inquiries  after  his  health  and 
Mr.  Sergejs  family.  Malcolm,  whose 
heart  is  that  of  a  lamb,  also  colourcd  at 
this  uncxpccred  civility  ;  and  he  very 
handsomelysent  his  acknowlcdgments,  and 
Miss  Serge's  particular  respects  to  her 
fellow  sufFercr.  So  true  is  it,  that  *^  soft 
words  turn  away  v\rath,"  that  I  verily  be- 
lieve  Malcolm  listened  with  pity  to  his 
mother's  accoiint  of  Lucretia's  sinking 
health  and  spirit.     I,  wisely  resolving  to 
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profit  frort!  this  temper  of  charity,  havc 
been  in  the  invalides  roofn  for  more  than 
an  hour  this  nfioming.  Lady  Maclaim  is 
relieved  by  these  measures^  and  poor  Miss 
Flint  oftcn  appears  amused  by  our  chat. 
But  ic  is  incredible  with  what  patience  $he . 
bears  the  pain  in  her  knee^  which  is  excru- 
ciating  at  times^  and  prevents  her  sleepiog 
for  nights  togcther«  Who  could  haye  be- 
lieved  that  pain  and  sickness  would  have 
rendered  Miss  Flint  patient  arid  subnussivc  1 
As  it  is  a  bitter  jemedy»  Lucy^  so  it  ought 
to  be  an  efHcacious  one ;  and  ic  is  our 
own  fault  when  it  proves  useless.  Believc 
me  cheerfui  and  well,  for  indeed  I  am 
both  ;  and  I  am  going  to  the  Abbey  thi« 
cvcning  to  exult  with  tbe  i)appy,  and  to  bc 
happy. 

Your's,  affectionately, 

Rachel  Ccwur» 
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Ffom  thc  säme  to  }^e  samc. 

OUR  confcssion,  my  dear  Lucy,  with 
övn,  shall  be  placed  aside ;  but  within 
'  reach,  in  order  to  be  useful  when  we 
again  so  absurd  as  tö  yield  to  the  de- 
mdency  of  anticipated  evils.  Your 
dier  is  well ;  Lord  William  gaining 
Pünd  ;  and  we  will  be  cheerful  and  con- 
tcd.  Mr.  Hardcastle's  letter  agrces 
:h  mine ;  and  whether  the  physician's 
3CS  be  or  be  not  weil  grounded^  we  will 
thankful,  that  the  interesting  patient  h 
icved  from  a  portion  of  his  sufFcring, 
i  Horace  from  the  immediate  pangs  of 
ing  him  expire. 

I  am  just  returned  from  inspecting  the 
ntents  of  two  largc  boxes  sent  from 
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rown,  by  Order  of  Jercniiah  Serge,  Esq. 
"  ToSir  Murdoch  Maclairn,  at  Tarefield- 
HalL"     A  short  note  from  his  lady  spc- 
cified,  thac  having  rccoUected  that  the  lea 
equipagc  which  »he  had  seen  at  TarefieU 
was  thp-prt>|AMp:.'Of  M'^s  Flinr,  she  had 
presumed  to  hope,    that  thc  one  which 
graeitudc  had  'signed-  -^ith  the  iniciaU  J. 
fL.:S..TOUld  fiad  &volir  at  the  Hatl.  and 
•be  rccmftd  by  Sir  ;'MiJrdoch  and  Lady 
^aclüm;  at  amarkofiheir  lave,  and  as  a 
trtbute  of  their  scnac  of  the  kindnesses  thcy 
■had  »et'vrttib  undertheirhospitable  roof." 
X^roline's  style  was  cjjvious  in  th^^jme* ; 
ÄH  that  fasblon  änd  vealtH  hxvtitv^- 
;g«tcd  as  aa  appcndiige  toche  tieatdAh  ; 
successively  appeared  in  piain  but  Iij^pr  j 
finished  püte.    The  other  ^k  cattiiiäil  ; 
a  Buperb  set  of  Dcrbyshire  clärä ;  flH^  ! 
piece  so  accuixtely  {mbted  ::witlirinbM  '] 
taken  from    thc  romantic..«ceneiy  tHÄ  ; 
-which  that  part  of  Ehgland  abouhds,  ^ 
I  conceivc  it  .to'  be:ui  outrage.oa.tatfe^iv 
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SC  them,  as  they  would  embellish  the  flrst 
abinct  in  Europe.  Sir  Murdocb,  asi  fan- 
fed,  !ooked  more  oppressed  thandelightcd 
y  this  munificent  proof  of  Mr.  Sergejs  gra- 
itudc;  forsurveying  thecostIyurn,&c.&c. 
IC  gravely  observed,  that  wtaltb  had  made 
Ät.  ScTgt  profuse,  if  such  werethe  commoa 
cturns  hc  madc  for  common  civilities.   A 
mall  parcel  dircctcd  to  Malcolm  divcrted 
ris  attention  from  pursuing  this  train  of 
hought ;  for  \nrh  an  elegant  gold  watch, 
ind  achain  loaded  with  trinkers,  were  let- 
«rs  ^rom  the  family ;  and  the  one  address« 
rd  to  the  baronct,  which  was  somcwhat  in 
:hc  ofiron  form,  being  produced,  he  retired 
Ä^ith  hrs  share  of  the  prescnt. 

In  my  next  ycu  shall  sce  our  Joint  la- 
bours ;  for  \ve  have  conquered  our  reluc- 
rancc  to  receiving  the  offerings  of  pure 
rood  will  and  kindness  ;  or  rather  thesc 
irc  forgottcn  in  our  admiration  of  a  being 
irhosc  good  will  is  more  gratifying.  Mrs. 
Allen   has   already   begun    her  share  of 

VGL,  iiit  L 
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copying"  thc  Jetten  from  Putncj.  So 
peace  bc  with  youl  lam  going  to  be  good, 
and  luppl/  her  abtence  in  Miss  Fünft 
room. 

Rachel  Cowiiti 

lH.coiüitiuatiintf~-y/z  have  agrccd,  that, 
3S  Mrs.  ßeige  wrocc  so  much  in  a  biirry; 
and  that  as  we  are  ounclves  so  much  in  a 
huriy  to  gratify  your  curiosity^  it  may 
suffice  to  g^ve  the  substance  of  Mrs. 
Setges's  .lettcr  to  her  *'  dear  cozin."  She 
Tcfers  her  for  particulars  to  "  Jerry  -,"  and 
U  contented  wlth  rejoicingi  that  niattfn 
are  amicably  settlcd:  not  in  the  JejnC 
doubting  but  that  CaptSdn  Furly  will  aQC^ 
gain  her  husbatid's  good  opinion,  he  bb 
ing  a  *'  wery  sensible  man."  $he  ü-iB 
engaged  in  Shopping  for  Nora^  thal:^ 
bas  hardly  an  hour  she  can  call  her  oWDj 
aqd  what  with  a  change  of  servantt»  *ai 
one  thing  and  another,  she  finds  hendf 
quite  fatigüedi  but  Mrs.  Fairly  wai  ooC 
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rcll  enough  to  ordcr  her  new  dresses; 
ind  ic  was  necessary  they  should  be  in 
isind,  against  her  seeing  the  captain's 
friends.  This,  I  think»  is  ail  that  is 
worthy  of  notice  in  Mrs.  Sergejs  cpistle, 
accept  her  kind  compliment  to  me,  in 
K^hicfa  she  assures  me  that  she  shall  insist 
>n  having  the  pleasure  of  seeing  mc  her 
^est,  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Fairly  is  settied 
in  London.;  and  that  wich  the  young 
bride  and  Miss  Cowley,  she  promises 
ticfself  much  pleasure  in  the  winter  months ; 
For  Nora  might  be  said  to  bc  a  stranger  in 
town»  as  well  as  Miss  Cowley, 

Caroline*s  short   note  to   Malcolm    is 

dritten  in  a  style  of  afFection.     She  calls 

him  her    **  Dear  irotber,**   and    requests 

Km  to  present  to  Miss  Heartley  the  watch, 

&c.  she  had  sent.     *^  Her  acceptance  of 

this  trifle,'*  adds  she,  '*  will  convince  me, 

that  she  admits  my  Claims  to  your  frierd- 

*l^ip,  and  that  she  will  pardon  me  for 

^sing  a  title,    which   Malcolm  Maclaira 

L     2 
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sanccioQs ;  and  which  she  frankly  confm» 
edj  it  gave  her  pleasure  to  use,  altboogil 
attended  with  regrets  too  selfish  for  Miif 
Heafdey's  indulgence/'  She  coBcludd 
"with  wUhing  that  she  had  secn  AÜCQ 
but  adds,  **  your  affection  for  her  at  oncc 
bespeaks  her  worth ;  and  she  will  desCTve 
che  happintsss  M'hich  awaits  her." 

The  following  ktter  you  havc  entiit* 
Not  a  syllabk  of  Mr.  Serge's'  ahäll  bc 


I-KTTER  L. 


Tutney,  October  thc  111h,  WW? 

^'  My  good  Sir  Murdoch  and  Coiisin,** 

X  SEND  you  with  my  kind  love,  * 
snfiall  tribut«  of  my  gratitude,  the  schti«* 
ments  of  which  I  shall  carry  withmc^^ 


I 
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ny  grave,  for  all  your  hospitable  cares  of 

1^;  when  wuh  you ;    and  above  all^  for 

roiar  pity  and   compassion  towards  my 

fear  sick  child.     I  havc  only  to  say  oa 

liis  sübjecr,  that  not  you,  nor  any  under 

^our  roof,  will  cver  live  to  repent  of  your 

kindncss  to  Caroline ;  for  there  never  was 

I  young  creature  who  better  dcserved  the 

consideration  of  good  people. 

.  ««  You  -must  take  the  will  for  the  decd, 

if  we  have   blundered  in  regard  to  the 

diings  we  have  sent  to  your  worthy  lady  ; 

but  Caroline  thought    her  mother    had 

judged   very  properly  ;   and  was  certaiii 

you  would  be  pleased  wich  any  nnarks  of 

our  afFeccion^  seeing   we  arc  not   those, 

who  do  one  thing  and  mean  another ;  and 

if  the  fashion  of  these  things  should  not 

läppen  to  suit  your  fancy,  the  fault  is  not 

^y  wife's,  for  she  took  a  great  deal  of 

pains  to  get  what  was  tasty,  that  I  musc 

^y;  and  Lydia  would  go  to  the  world.*» 

^^  to  scrve  a  friend. 
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**  I  have  had  a  mctting  with  my  poor 
Nora,  and  my  fitie  spark  of  a  son  m  law: 
it  was  just  as  my  tlear  Caroline  said:^jt 
would  bc.     I  nevcr  feit  so  uncomftrtiAfe 
in  my  lifo  as  when'  I  saw.  my.  poor  Ji^pi 
atcempting  to  speak  to  me,  and  unabk  0, 
utter  a  word !  I  was  likc  a  dy ing  ümn  l 
could  hardly  breathe.    Wkat  thcnromt 
she  have  sufTered^  Sir  Murdoch?    St^M, . 
she  had  left  mt  for  another^s  proOtetitMi* 
not  I  her:  but  women  bave  a  gitaf:^ 
vamage  over  us^  for  tears  rdtcve  tfactt»  ' 
and  aithough  I  have  shed  many^  and  finmd 
them  serviceabie,  yet  on  this  occasknl 
could   only  compare    my    ejrea   to.  dry: 
Springs.    Weil«  I  sent  her  to  CaroKoe^ 
room«  where  I  knew  she  would  find  coAi* 
fort.     So  then  my  gentleman  began  ta 
talk  of  his  Ime  and  his  bonour^   hiaiA 
stopped  him  short«  and  in  so  many  woids 
told  him,  that  I  would  not  give  him  a. 
cast  off  brass  button  for  his  wholc^  stock 
of  either  of  thcse  articles.     <  A  littlc  ho- 
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tmty,  Mr.  or  däphun  Fairiy/  added  I, 

^  wJMlM  have  pleascd  me  better.    I  aixi.^ 

I^hün;  and  it  majr  bej,  in  your  eyer»  an 

'  i^g^iant  man.  I  see  lio  ttohotiriWrunhii^ 

owaty  with  ahothcr  man^s  child»  any  morc 

.  thati.  vith  his  purte;  nor  any  love  in 

ciicatiqg  a  sUly  young  girl  of  her  princi- 

.  ptef  Qt  duty  tsp'  herpairents,  and  reducing 

.  her  to  a  life  of  sorrow  and  repentance» 

. IfaWeWbr;  it iiino  loiiger time  to think of 

ffiiii  i  iriiat  18  doiie^  is  done :  she  must 

to  make  the  test  of  wbat  is  done.  -  You 
lonowing  my  cäUing  arid  Station  in  the 
vorldj  and  need  not  fear  on  that  score ; 
Piray  teil  nie,  what  is  your  calling,  Sir : 
What  are  your  prospccts  and  pursuits?  I 
am  told^  yoa  have  sold  your  commission^ 
and  spent  your  father's  estate/  He  look- 
cd  confounded,  said  it  was  unfortunately 
tnie^  the  indiscretions  of  youth  had  dissi«. 
pttted  his  means.  and  bad  health  had  obligedl 
bim  to  quit  his  regiment.     But  he  tf us^ed; 
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that  at  thirty  veafs  of  age«,  i)e  had^  gatfid 
cxperience^  anfl  that  he.(Bigbt  ytt^yclD^ 
obliterate  from  the  vjForM's  rccoltcctML 
the  follics  of  ä  youtlf  öf  si^tecn,  ca 
mittcd  to  his  own  directioni  with  ft  swtiiML 
bV'  his  sidc,  and  a  feathtr  in  hia  HaL/ 
•  Wcll^'  Said  I,  *  this  is  what  Icall  iüx^, 
Now  teil  me,  what  is  becoipe  oF  row« 
estate:  your  father  lefc  h.tp  yQU^  ^Rld. L 
should  like  to  see  it  rec}aiii)C^>  ama  m. 
your  hands^    to  leave  i(  to  a  soa^  wut 

■:■-■■■■■■  '  ''..*'.■. 

migbt  be  made  prudent  by  you]^  txjkäS^^ 

ence  :  I  am  not  a  hard-hearted  aian>  Mr«' 
Fairly,  nor  are  you  the  first  I  havc  assisU 
cd,  whose  fortune  was  out  at  the  clbovs», 
This  estate  1  will  redecm^  proVidcd  yWr 
are  content  to  reside  on  it»  and  on  condi*', 
tion,  that  1  know  your  debts  to  their  fuUi 
extcnt.'  He  assured  nie  that  thes,e  w«?. 
trifling  j  but  confessed  that  the  estate  wa(i^ 
mortgaged  for  nearly  its  fuU  value.  *ll^Q^ 
raatter/returned  I,  *  I  will  not  recede  from. 
my  purpose ;  I  did  not  like  your  trade  at.; 
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h :  try  whcthcr  färming  will  noü  cm- 
j  you  more  profitable :  be  kind  to 
rrwife«  and  I  will  pass  overall  ofienccs." 
fle  ihanked  me«  and  again  tatked  oF 
hcKiour^  sayi«g  he  was  ready  ta  givc 
any  s^curities  I  wisbed»  fdt  my  daugh-^ 
's  futtire  Provision»  *  I  want  none  fromc 
1/  answered  I,  *beyond  that  Iove.an(i 
h  you  have  given  her  beförc  yöur 
tfcer;  for  thc  rest,.  I  sball  be  her  sfcu^ 
»h.  My  daughter,  by  her  imprtidentr 
iddct,  has  made  over  to  me  the  eare  oF 
nriding  for  hcE  childrcn ;  and  thcy  shall 
:  be  beggarsv  if  I  can  prcvcnt  it-  A. 
i  tale  indeed  would  it  be,,  to  put  oit; 
emiah  Scrge's  grave-stone,  thaü  htt- 
sted  the  property  of  hard-earned  indus-» 
,  and  the  future  n^eans  of  supporting; 
family,  to  a  girl  of  sixteen,  who  thrcvr 
rself  away  !*  My  gentleman  was  angry ; 
1 1  again  stoppcd  him  short :  *  You  will 
'  well  to  remcmber/  said  1,  '  that  I  ami 
man.  who  have  made  my  way  in  the 

^  5 
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worid,  bjr  a  wry  limple  rule  in  arithtnctic, 
twosnd  anought  will  never  make  thrccin 
mjr  reckonii^ :  a.lacod  jackct  will  never 
tupply  the  wanc  of  a  good  lining.  Do 
you  take  hecd  Co  merlt  my  kindness,  and 
leave  to  me  the  proviajon  for  my  daughicr. 
Your  good  conduct  will  make  me  genc- 
loa«.  Till  X  know  more  of  you  I  will  be 
just,  and  eveiythree  monchs  Nora  shall 
have  one  hundred  pounds  to  pay  jrour 
bsker*!  and  butcher*!  billi.  But  I  «an 
yoa,  not  to  trust  to  ime  for  being  an  sasj 
fbol  to  manage.  I  itpeat  it,  Mr.  Fairly, 
I  am  not  an  ill-naturcd  man,  althougba 
vcfy  firm  one  on  some  occasions.  Senng 
but  a  very  littlc  way  beforc  me,  I  see,  pK- 
hapSiprettyclearlyjWhaticis  my  duty/oii; 
and  when  I  see  ibat,  nothing  can  tum  bic 
from  forming  ic.  If  you  wanta  littlereadf 
catli>  say  so,  I  will  supply  you,  as  I  wouM 
-  any  mania  needi  and  will  forget,  iftaa, 
•hat  my  mojiey  probably  pays  for  the  po« 
fannes  tbat  carricd  tny  child  to  Gretn* 
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ttm.*l  So  I  put  intö  liis  hand  aafcun* 
tril^  pound  Jbahk^npte»  whieh  he  toolc 
{Hb  a  lower  bow  thdn  I  eoul3'  have  imde 
li^tea  timea  the  siim^  to  « imui  i  had 
pfliil  Oiir  e<mferciice  ÜAtshedi  by  mjr 
pfeig[ '^rdiafe  I  dlought  mf  hmise-  &  more* 
|HM«;Kskh»iceforAi»youngw  thar^ 
Bbr«.  ptibik  onc,  or  private  lodgings^ 
i^^ib^Mm  was  teady ;  and  ofibring  ffif 
ntff  t^idd  him  that  it  depended.  eit  Rkn^ 
If^to  'find  a  father  under  ka  roof/  I 
nij^t  he  looked  ashamed»  and  Ms  handi 
cmbibd  8(^  that  brought  to  my  mind 
loie  forcibly  my  blessed  Master's  com-*- 
Rüds^  *  If  thy  brother  sirmeth  againsr 
seven»  and  seventy-times-seven^ 
shalt  forgive  him/  And,  after  allj. 
ir  Murdoch,.  where  is.  the  comfoct.  of  an^ 
arelenting  temper  ?  This  man.  may  turn 
üt  a  good  husband,  and  repay  my  for« 
^ness  of  him  an  hundred^-fold  by  his 
»dness  to  my  poor  heedless  girh  Hb 
BMi^,  if  he  will,  make  a  worthy  man,  andt 
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a  good  father»  and  b(^ft«onilb|t^t9  nfhMJß 
any  rate,  I  have  donis  mjr  4m|r,  Wld(]||lc|Kri^ 
cd  my  bletjRd  CarcHliaftL  ^  S|hf;t«(4  McmJIII^ 
vciyraoroing,  that  Oia  wm  qnmklk  ikii^. 
secured!  che  apprabatJon^'OC  TOy>Qii3i  <■>! 
science,  and  the  iavoUr  :«l^  QoA^bfßf. 
goodnesB  u>  LeooQUa:;  aod-  ithW^  injr^lMk» 
duct  had  given  her  a  joy  yfakfeiiwtj^NlM 
had  not  the  power  to  teaacii^v  ^CNi^feifclfiAi - 
coutd  but  see,  and  bewktel::  iBiir  Jdlll»» 
going  wherc!  only  ahe  ci»!  be .  bifHnMfiHi 
glorified!  '-^      /  .  •  .  f.i-^  . 

'*  I  shall  not  finish  this  letter  CoUdt^«  ai 
I  must  Urse  see  Counaelior  Stcadnmt»  sihoi 
vill  write  to  yoi^  by  tbis  conveyüipe.. 
You  will  have  from  him  tbe  buitaesa  ponr 
before  u»>  and  I  sfaall  expect,  your 
to  be  specdy.'* 


.  1 1 


October  the  HA. 

"  My  friend  the  Counßellor  aMurQ^ft  nc^ 
that  he  has  so  explained  my  views  and 
wiahesj  that  you  will  not  be  offiu^dcd»  4ior 
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be  able  to  miäitndersUod  roy  intentiond.  I 
sball  therefore  altogethcr  ^a:aive  the  sub<» 
ject,  and  iinish  my  palper  with  my  own 
cares  and  troubles  ;  for  it  ii  the  only  relicf 
Lfind  to  disburden  tny  mind  of  the  multi- 
tude  of  thoughts  that  oppress  me,  and  I 
cannot  help  believing  that  my  gracious  and 
merciful  God,  knowing  that  I  should  want 
a  fiiend  to  support  me  in  my  triak^  has^ 
opened  to  me  a  road  in  which  my  igno- 
rance  and  weakness  woutd  mect  with  help 
and  kindness. 

*'  Poor  Nora  has  not  got  up  her  spirits 
yet ;  she  looks  sadly,  and  seems  more 
.  pained  than  encouraged  by  my  pity  for 
her.  Poor  fool  !  She  is  like  a  young  bird, 
Sir  Miudcch,  who,  in  too  much  haste  to 
try  its  wing,  has  just  reached  a  limed  twig 
in  sight  of  the  nest  it  so  heedlessly  quitted ; 
and  she  now,  poor  girl,  like  it,  sorrows^ 
and  thinks  of  the  comfort  she  had  with  us; 
My  wife  says  that  the  Captain  is  vcry  fond 
of  her,  and  if  all  be  gold  that  glitters,  1 
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quietudes,  which  still  prevent  my  bcing 
wbaf  I  ougbt  to  bt. 

**  It  will  not  surprise  you  to  hear,  that 
in  my  hours  of  solitude^  my  thoughts 
recur  to  Lady  Maclairn's  aflTectionate 
greetings  and  tender  solicitudes;  to  Mrs. 
Allen's  soothing  cares  ;  to  Miss  Cowley's 
encouraging  smiles  and  animating  con?* 
versations.  These  thoughts  will  intrude ; 
and  I  cannot  yet  treat  them  as  intruders. 
Yet  I  have  my  father :  hxsX  tbat  fatber  is  a 
source  of  my  deepest  sorrow !  I  sec  hc  1» 
dcceiving  himsclf ;  that  he  cherishes  thc 
most  fallacious  of  hopes.:  he  thinks  xsA 
better^  because  my  pains  äre  less  acute» 
He  sees  not,  that  nature,  worn  out  in  the 
unequal  struggle,  is  passivcly  yielding  to 
the  inevitable»  though  still  suspended 
stroke ;  and  I  have  not  the  courage  to  tel! 
him,  that  his  Caroline  is^every  hour  ha*. 
tening  to  her  grave,  A  fever  which 
eludes  his  notice,  and  profuse  nightly 
perspiralions,  to  which  hc  is  a  strangerj^ 
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must  soon  be  terminated.  I  am  neichcr 
deceived,  nor  alarmed.  I  have  made  an 
I  acquajntance  wich  my  conqucror,  which 
has  slripped  him  of  his  terrors,  and  I 
find  [hat  aspcct  which  is  so  appalling  and 
so  hideous  when  viewed  from  afar,  and 
through  the  medium  of  this  world's  plea- 
surcs  and  gratificacions,  not  unfricndly  to 
ihe  weary  sufFcrer. 

••  1  have  weighed  and  measured  my 
portion  of  painfui  existence,  with  that  of 
thesinner,  who,  likc  'the  giant,' runnerh 
his  race  to  desttuction;'  and  1  am  thank- 
ful.  1  have  entcred  again  and  agatn  into 
that  seat  of  judgment,  which  none  but 
the  eye  of  my  Maker  can  pervadc  ;  ncither 
remorse  nor  fear  assail  mc.  I  have  been 
an  beedless  child  ;  but  never  a  bardened  oae, 
with  my  carthly  parent ;  and  how  has  hc 
lovcd  me!  and  can  I  for  a  momcnt  ircm- 
ble  at  the  thought  of  meeting  face  tO 
I  face,  my  Hcavenly  Father,  my  Alniighty 
I ^Friend,  who  knowcth  that  I  am  butdiwc 


260  LADY  MACLAIRNi 

before  him ;  and  who  has  yct  uphdd  me 
with  tenderness  and  love  ?  No^  my  dear 
Miss  Cowley:  imperfect  at  tny  Services 
have  been,  manifold  as  have  beea  my 
omissions  of  duty^  I  cannot  foi^get  dtat 
I  have  for  my  salvation  a  God  of  infinite 
mercy  and  goodness ;  and  in  hope  I  shali 
calmly  resign  up  my  spiric  into  his.handi. 
I  have  been  led  into  these  reflectioiis  bf* 
the  considerations  of  that  gracious  provi«» 

• 

dence  umhieb  has  permitted  me  to  sce  my 
dear  father  somewhac  relieved  froni  U» 
late  vexations ,  and  >vhich  hath  allowcd  tx> 
me  the  meaiis  of  being  useful  to  my  sister» 
All  has  been  done  that  we  can  do  for  her 
comfort.  We  must  kave  the  fliture  t^ 
her  öwn  conduct,  and  the  principles  of 
the  man  to  u^hom  she  has  so  anguardedly 
trusted  her  happincss.  I  wish  to  enter« 
tain  a  favourable  opinion  of  Mf.  Fairly; 
but  I  am  uncandid/or  he  is  unvi^orthy. 
He  disgusts  me  by  his  attentions  and  flat-' 
tery  to  my  poor  mother,  his  fulsome  and 
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rtdiculous  fondncss  to  bis  wife  before  my 
father.  With  ifte  he  affects  a  pragmati« 
cal  gravity  and  importance,  talks  of  mjr 
wondcrful  wisdom^  patience^  and  fortu 
tude,  ^till  he  convinces  me,  that  I  am 
peevish  and  irrascible.  Poor- Lydia  is 
€ithcr-  ovcrlookcd  or  rcproved  by  him, 
with  an  impertinence  which  my  mothcr 
and  Leonora  ought  to  check.  The  con- 
sequcnce  is,  that  she  detests  him ;  and  hail 
nioped  in  her  own  room  tili  she  is  unwelK 
Shc  grieves  also,  poor  thing !  for  Willet'« 
removal  from  the  family.  This  young 
woman,  whom  you  will  recollect  was  with 
US  at  the  Hall,  was  a  favourite  with  my 
mother,  and  in  fact  Lydia's  companion 
and  friend :  indeed,  we  all  liked  her  as  a 
usefxil  well-bthavcd  young  person.  Wil- 
let,  however,  took  offence  on  finding  at 
our  return  hithcr,  a  house-kceper  instalkd 
in  Office,  by  Mrs.  Tomkins,  at  my  fa. 
ther's  and  mother's  request,  du  ring  our 
abscncc:    she  was  impertinent,   and  not 
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chusing  to  make  concestionh  or  tovcccpe 
of  the  sution  my  mother  chote  foci^M^ 

che  quitted  her  good  Isdf  and  bef.;^; 
Miss  Lydia  fdr  anothcr  servicc.  \J.'}0f, 
bcen  a  gainer  by  this  change  in  omßlßl^ 
nistrarion.  Willet  was-too  IkdyVttrJ^ 
useful  to  me;  and  we  have  gained  a^^ÄI^ 
in  the  good  woman  whom  Mn.  ToiqlJBi 
recommended  to  us.  Mrt.  ThcAiiliMl|tli 
so  pleased  my  dear  father«  thac  h«4t||t^ 
his  fond  consideration  pxxHiioted|Mtr^l| 
place  of  more  trust  than  the  homdbotft^M 
room — she  is  now  my  constant  attendanti 
and  her  daughter  superintends  below  stain 
Avich  great  regularity  and  diligence. 

''  My  mother  has  been  absent  from 
home  nearly  a  fortnight.  She  accooipi- 
nied  Mr»  Fairly  and  Nora  to  his  houö^ 
near  Chelmsford  in  £ssex$  uith  the  In- 
tention of  seeing  that  it  was  a  suitalde 
abode  fbr  her  daughter.  I  was  niuch  gra* 
tlfied  with  my  sister's  ireply  on  the  occa» 
slon.    She  said  she  should  be  happy.  witk 
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«i^liPQappop^atiaminthec^  Isus^ 

pcce  pppr  j^oa  bat  iarthecouiK:  of  a  few 
4l$yit  imelii:  dbcovered  that  she  has  gaincd 
iMt  little  hy  exchanging  the  yokc  pf  htr 
ttm^  and  generou3  father^  for  the  chain» 
j^,  wfffUock.:  a.  xegjbaaatuii  suii:,;  and.  .« 
^ladjtime  man»  Shc  h  not  in  spirits; 
l^ii(()i;^  hei^  dq^iutu jfc  ahe^  has  written  twice 
tßßtigf  itünari  her  expression»  of  gratitudc, 
plddJMn^vferhis.inoncy^  and  I  believe  thej 
v^diigfati^  by.her  feelinga«  Shemair 
t)aiiil:t|llf(;hpttS(e  as  being  all  she  vishei^ 
bitf  thM  her  too  fonä  and  anxious  busband 
thinlcs  2t  Stands  in  necd  of  repairs^  and 
that  it  cannot  be  made  a  suitable  rcsidence 
fbr  Her  for  less  than  fifuen  bundred  pmnds. 
The  money  was  instantly  advanced ;  and 
Ixonora,  in  her  second  letter  inforined  us^ 
that  Mr.  Fairly  had  consented  to  live  at 
the  farm  tili  the  house  was  ready  for  them. 
There  was  an  appearance  of  content  and 
triumph  in  this  letter  which  delighced  me; 
Shespoke  of  her  plans  of  furnishing  it 
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i$rtily:  ofhergHnkm  UKl«^t)le«|^^Ü6li 
»he  hoped  to  find  ih  fl  «Ottage  orne. 
"  Yesteidayt  Jn^tonJ  dtmy  mother,  whom 
WC  ezpected,  arrived  t  Jetter  from  her, 
dated  frwn  Rev^land  -Parte,  thc  seat  of  a  rieh 
.nabob.  calkd  Anthonf'.Itangle,  Esq.  His 
liouse  borders  on  Mpi  Fairiy's  little  cstatc, 
«id  his  lady,  reeently  ihMrricd.  was  one  of 
Nora's  scbooi  cofnpaniohs.  My  poor  (?car 
mother  wrk«  m  rapturci'of  the  grandciir 
«id  «yle-of  ■Rerdftndfftrk  :  the  table,  thc 
ttxietf,  «nd  the '  pflHtdfess  of  thc  young 
mistress  of  the  manaion,  who  at  cighteen 
ör  ninetcen,  pufchased  with  her  beautj' 
and  accompliehmentf,  thc  State  of  an  Am- 
tie  prjnces«,  and  a  husband  of  forty,  al- 
Tcady  a  crjpple  wifh  the  dtad  palsy.  Leo- 
«ora  wiil  be  her  gaest  ftw  some  time;  in 
thc  ejtultatkm  of  my  mothcr's  heart  shc 
hopes  thcy  will  keepber  tül  her  own  'hf- 
tte  btii*  16  fcady-  j  ftM-  Nora  is  adorcd  ä 
the  ^rk,  Can  J^)ü  bJamc  me,  ifwy 
ftnxioua  and  appFchensive  mifld  noBfli^ 


YftsTicTUt  ov  vixlawt:  I^S 
r= riie-MMf  (ff  ihc  HtnnnpUD  fajäaüf  t  Alu  1 
/-flbioytta  are  «oo  judkioüfttiöic  to  ueiJie 
danger  of  wäth*eaxi6aioa»  n  ehete,  cd  wry 

etotber." 

"  This  iater,  xAj-Attäc  Min  Cowbjr,- 
will  noc  afaiuse  fbu«  but  k  irill  make  iti 
appeäl  to.jrrtir  good  lucute;  you  will 
think  of  tke  invalid  whb  hu  l^eguiled 
three  or  foaf  tiidiotts  d«]Ft  ^  ütett  allottqd 
dullness,  in  writing  it:  you.  will  thinfc 
you  see  her  raitii^  her  languld  eyes  to 
heaveji,  wRitÄäh'6Bi'#äffie!f6üta  petitipn 
for  jour  happinessi  and  you  will  think 
with  Icindness  of.the  gratefui  and  obliged 
**  Caroline  Serce.'* 

"P,  S.      I  shall  say  nothing  of  my 

hntber^  Malcolm  Maclairn.     Ah!  would 

-    tD  heaven  I  had  a  more  legitimate  ckim 

f.  to  use  that  title,  than  cven  his  kindne» 

■    fias  given  me.*  What  a  differencc  in  No- 

'»'«  fate  would  SQch  a  man  have  madc ! 

ft  i«  Bot  possiblc  for  ftie  to  teil  youj  haw 

Vol.  III.  M 
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gentle  how  humane«  his  cofiductirat  i» 
US  on  the  road.  But  he  is  a  ^ood  laad^t 
virtuous  man ;  and  may  che  Ahaug^ 
bless  him !  My  father  wrkes  to  SSr  AÄlf- 
doch«  or  to  him«  I  belicves  he  detiiiälD 
have  my  letter  to  enclose.  I  .eipeet^;lio 
aee  my  mother  in.a  fewdays/and  i|bi. 
Tomkins^will  be  with  us  tb-morrow 


ingi  to  pass  some  time  at  Fütney«**    v 


.>  *• 


t     I   -  ■ 


tSTTER  UL 


To  Malcolm  Maclairn^  from  Mr.  Serg^  w 
*'  My  dcar  young  Friend/' 

xlAVING  reccived  from  your  ff)0^ 
father  morc  compliments  than  I  ask^* 
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and  less  information  than  I  wantcd,  rcla* 
tive  to  the  plans  in  which  you  wert  en- 
gaged  with  Mr.  Wilson,  when  I  was  at 
Tarefield,   I  havc  taken  my  measurcs  in 
my  own  way,  and  with  better  success ;  for 
Wilson  and  I  have  managed  the  business 
without  compliments  or  demurs;  and  you 
arc  feirly  lurcbtd,  if  you  bc  a  young  man 
too  proud  to  accept  of  a  kindness  from  a 
true  friend.      Hoping  you  will  scc  the 
drift  of  my  meaning,  I  send  you  a  draft 
on    my  banker  for  a  thousand  pounds : 
it  is  placed  in  your  name,  and  herewith 
you  have  his  acknowlcdgment.     Get  mar- 
ricd  and  settle  at  oncc:  have  no  fears:  I 
will  take  care  of  my  farm  and  my  fanner. 
Lct  your  nest  be  well  lined :  I  send  the 
bin  for  that  intent;  meaning  to  take  care 
myself  of  all  without  doors»     Your  ans  wer 
fo  this  will  either  break  the  thread  of  our 
love,  or  join  it  tili  death;  for  it  will  ei- 
ther show  me,    that  you  do  noi    know 
Jcrcmiah  Serge,  or  that  he  docs  not  know. 

M   2 


Malcolm  Mftclainu  Htftteftr^  gätii2ii| 
where  the  ''shoe  witl  |Hiich/'  I  wSI^tf 
that  "^hen  I  wänt  my  monejr  tffSn  I  iri^ 
uk  yoü  to  f>ay  it.  And  in  the  meah  iäi^ 
reeeive  a  g<fod  interett  for  ic  in  yaor  |^;Äit' 
will  and  kindncss.  ^^mi^  God  pibqpHr 
yoo,  tnd  my  ttiönqrthus  ein|ritqfc!d1 

''lamyourkrHngfricnd^     ' 
•       '\JekbHiah  Snai.*^ 


1 
\ 


-  b 


u* 


I  Was  with  Lady  Mac£asrn  "i^cfn  !i<i^ 
son  read  her  this  letten  I  cannüt  ^« 
scribe  to  you  the  varioirs  changes  of  fttf 
Gountcnancc,  whilst '  he  was  so  doing. 
Her  lips  trembled,  and  wkh  difficülty 
fhe  aaked  htm  Mhether  Sir  MufdötSi 
would  be  satisfied  to  sce  hb^on  establiäk^ 
cd  in  life  by  Mr.  Serge.  Malcolm  W 
swered  that  his  father  Icft  him  to  actäi 
Hb  own  judgment  directed :  that  ht  hsd 
convinced  him  of  the  probabiiUty  of  boty 


,  ■ 

/ 
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i£ic  to  repzy  jbjs  generotis  friend^  and* 

t|uit  ie  was  in  fact  a  good  spccilation  for 

J  ijfr.  Serge.    «  B«t/*  addcd  he,   »'I  am' 

l  lyÄ.  goyemed  altogether'by  this  congfde^^ 

[^  tjcxn  ih.niy  purpose  of  accepting.  Mir« 

Seige't^  Jkindnejnu    I  am  not  too  proud  to ' 

!v .  ve^eive  £ivo|irs;.  nör  so  mean  as^  to  coyit- 

i  thcm»  llie  volüntary  offering  of  an  honest 

\  apd  generous.  heart  shall  be  recdved  with* 

\   %  fiank  and  honest  gratitude^  and  \  mzy/ 

\:  live,  my  dear  mother,  /^  'give^  üs'^l  aa* 

t  /f  rf«ivf  benefits.  At  anjr  i;ate  I'  agi  not 

.'  wprthless,    and    my  bcnefäctor  vwill  lutf 

ha¥C  to  blush  for  bis  predilection  in  my 

fiivour ;  for  I  shall  never  forget  his  kind« 

wss.    And  the  prospectl  my  dear  Miss 

Gowley,'*  added  he,  scizing  my  hand  as 

if  it  had  been  Alice's,  *'  is  ic  not  tob  aU 

Hj ring  for  romancic  scruples^  and  a  fast!« 

dious  pride  to  combat/'     I  smiied;  and 

he  now  eagerly  ran  over  the  advantages 

vhich  would  ultimately  accrue  from  the 

'  We^-eland  Farm :  expatiated  on  the  hap-. 


.j 
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pincss  bdbre  him ;  and  in^  the  niogt  niw 
quafified  manner  advening  to  Miss  FUnt^^ 
dissolulioii  as  a  cbntingency  Chat  yoidd 
not  break  his  heart^  he  drew  a  picttiimf^ 
domestic  peace  and  comfoit,  to  wbfclilA; 
affection  gave-the  most  glowing  ccdöoiÄ^' 
*'  We  shall  then  taste  tlie  blessingt  tf , 
Union  and  love  undisturbed/'    säld  W 
"  My  Alice  will  revcrcntc  and  ^cctc^ nqr. 
mother;  and  we  shafl  see  her  smile«  änd 
oless  our  infants**    The  poor  mothir  tfi^ 
swered  only  with  her  tears.     *•  Why  ^' 
you  wcep?*'  asked  he,  with  tendemessi 
*'  It  i3  because  I  fear,  my  dear  Malcolm,*^ 
replicd  she,    "  that  this  cup  of  joy  wiH 
never  rcach   my  lips/'      *'  It  is  I   thjij 
ought  to  have  this  doubt  to  check  my 
prescnt  contentmcnt,"  answered  he  scri- 
öusly,  **  vvhilst  I  see  my  mother  wasting 

her   health  and    spirits    on ."      Shc 

prevented  his  finishing;  and  with  agentle 
smile  asked  him,  whether  he  had  seeh 
Ivtr.  Wilson.     He  replied  in  the  negative^ 


■K      . 
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adciin^  tbät  he  was  then  going.    ^^  Do 
not  foi^to  teil  yourfriends/'  said  she^ 
^.that  Lady  Maclairn  meiins  tawrite  to 
Mr.  Scige^.  and  tothank.him  for  having 
renderihg    her  son   happy/'      Malcolm 
kkaed  her  glowing  cheek^  and  withdrew. 
"Poorfellow!"  Said  shc^  the  ins^tant  thc 
docfr  dosed^  ^*  how  little  does  he  know 
that  nothing  oh  this  aide  of  the  grave  caq, 
naate^iV  taotber  hßppyl    I  see  your  sur*. 
piJaCj  my  dear  Miss  Cowley»''  added  she^ . 
«eeping»  you  are  not  prepäred  for  the 
frankness  with  which  I  now  confess  that 
there  has  been  foryears  a  canker  worm  in* 
^  this  bosom^  which  has  not  only  destroyed 
roy  peace,  buc  which  has  also  t-ainted  my 
very  face  by  its  baleful  influcnce.     You 
are  yet  a  stranger  to  the  woman  before 
you  ;    notwithstanding    that    penetration 
which  has  shown  you  that  she  is  not  what 
shc  wisbes  to  appear.     I  havc  perccived 
your  suspicions  ;  and  in  a  thousand  in« 
stances^  have  marked  your  but  too  accu* 
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rate  concIiiaioM.  I  hafte  had  Jatid^rtf 
sfcrugglc,  hot  only  with  my  Mcant nrroiyMi  . 
but  with  the  acute^aense  of  being  su^pifeMl 
as  a  diceiiful  woman  by  tfaat  being-  to  vAtfA'  ' 
I  stand  indebted  for  the  onl^  co(nfoit,df 
my  life :  by  my  husband^^  frten^  «ml  cm^ 
soler  i  Yer^  Miss  Cowley»  iny  «oul  jt 
yearning  Co  convince  yeu  thaC.it  isiioiiatf 
and  sincerc.  I  must  explain  tp<  yoai  iM; 
causes  which  have  imposed  Ufwa  itte  %. 
conduct  of  duplicity  and  deceit»  ^  i'  ipvfi, 
a  friend^  Miss  CowIe|r:  yes,  {  iraii|  » 
friendj  in  \i^hose  falchful  bosom  I  maq 
iK^ith  safety  place  a  secret  that  oppreises  my 
own,  and  which  must  destroy  nie.  I  haw 
for  some  time  resolved  to  take  this  Step. 
You  will^  I  think^  be  disposed  to  graat  me 
your  compassion^  if  the  narrative  I  meaa 
to  place  before  you  should  exclude  me.. 
from  your  friendship  and  esteem/*  She 
spoke  with  so  much  energy  and  feeling» 
that  I  was  confounded^  and  remained  si- 
Icnr.    '•  1  distress  your  generous  nrind/* 
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she,  ^*  but  >ecoUecc  your.  conr 

•     ■."  *    ■ 

duet  s  ttcadl  the  nuihberlesp  *  instances  iia : 
which  your  candour  arid  goodness  have 
^   been  ezertcad '  tö  spare  the  too  conacious 
diisembler.    I  will  only.  say  a ;  few  ward|s  ^ 
-  Ittore:  justice  to  myself  demands  them  r 
'    Häd  not  your  .firm  refusal  of  PhHip  Flint : 
r'   rendevSci  my  purpose  needless^  you  would : 
'   Inm  known  hb  mother.  befoi^  ypii  ha4< 
been  Ulk  weelc  underthisroofr    I  wifl  jagt: 
^  «flf  vfatt'  «ete  ray  fediQgs  wheh  I^foiiafi^ 
7  tl}aC:  ddt  trial '  of  i  my  streQgth  was  sparcd^ 
^   mel'  Yott  once  invited  qic  to  call  you* 
.  «gr  iaughUTi\  added  she^  renewing  her 
tean#    ^*  Good  God  \  could  you  at  that 
moment  have  seen  my  heart !     Could  you  ^ 
laut:  have  conceived  what   then    passed 
chrough  my  very  soul  I :    You  were  the 
cfaild  of  my  husband's  fond  and  gratcful : 
iövel     You  had  «aved  him  !     But  I  wjsis 
unworthy  of  you  !"  lam  not  made  for  mo- 
•  oaents  ^f  this  Jkind,  X^ucy «    1  could  not 

MS 
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«peak  :  but 'hiding  my  face  in  her  txttA 
ed  arms,  'i  sdbbcd  fordi  mj'  feeiii^« 

motnent  left  me.  I.wa»  diutttpidl  3nci> 
terday  in  my  apartment  iritii  a^pld  in-  lif 
head^  whichyou  will  plaeötothe  rad^catw. 
Sir  Muiüoch  and  Mrs.  Allen ifnuuk  aone 
remonstrances  x)n  tny  inaiating  liKat  ;^(|r 
should  keeptheir  engagementa  tQtf(lä»< 
the  Abbey.  And  you  will  jiidge;duttpf 
time was fülly engaged  bytfae mamuGripfe 
I  now  send  yoo. 

Lady  Madaim  took  her  tea  vaith  m^ 
and  with  composure  and  dignity  of  »ob- 
ner,  she  said,  ^*  I  sce,  my  dear  Miss  Cow* 
ley^  that  I  have  taxed  your  sensibilityac- 
verely.  You  are  now  acquainted  witfarAe 
unfortunate  Harriet  Flamall,  and  are  now 
qualified  to  judge  of  her  hopes  and^pi«- 
tefisions  to  your  kindness."  '  You  are  an 
angd/  exclaimed  I,  with  honest  fervoiir. 
*  Patience  and  sulTering  have  xnade  jw 
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Qoe^  tstti  before  your  time/    She  moum^ 
fiiUy  shook  her  head.    ^\  igtatefully  wel^» 
come  the  sentiment  which  has  urged  the 
-'  Biiiapplied  epithet^**  6aid> shc.     ^\  I  accepfi 
witb.  jojr  acid  comfoFt  the  fHendship  whicb 
dkutjQd  it^    1  kwyw  Miss  Hardcasttei    Do 
jmi^  my  dear  Mias  Cowley,  prepare  her  fbc 
•.  her  knowiedge  of  nu..    Teil  her^  diat.you 
;  Im^  xtaceived  me  as  aguest  worthy  of 
,  .your  potft  bosom» ,  Send  her  the  maßu«^ 
;    acr^Hii^  and;  ask  her  whether  tvio  heart«. 
vill  HOC  be  needful  co  sheltw  mine- finoiiir 
'    th«  Of^resAion  untler  whicfa  it  groand 
^e  dnead  of  having  those  papera  in  ixsf 
^eoaeasiön^f '  added  she^   <'  has  frequently 
iempted  me  to  destroy  them.     Yet  I  wish 
^  leave  some  memorial   behind  me^  to 
'witne&s^^  that  my  soui  abhorred' deceit»  and 
ihat  even  under  the  crucl  yoke  of  ir,  my 
principlcfr  were  firmly  those  which  recti«. 
xudeteaches*.    The  peace  and  honour  of 
tny  husband  and  son  wer^  of  too  much 
.cojisequence  to  be  hazarded  by  niy  inipa«- 
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tience  undcr  thc  dependctiGe  to  irtudiAf    ] 
own  weakness  had  reduced  nie.    .BUH  *^ 
FIint'6  capric<s  and  temper  Ksyc  bdnfi  .'^ 
tut  pei4y  evils  s  and  ixiy  coäS^rniiCjriHii  fctf   > 
will  hat  bem  arnj^y  iec(N»ipdmMxi  tiji^ifti 
reflection  Chat  I  haves«rved  atiilMMfikv^ 
aldiough  a  weak  oiie^  to  pli«M<M.^ 
would  have  betraycd  hct  ntf>^to  «aMM 
and  ffCfNxnch.    She  wanted  'iwc  fiKJ^Imfe^ 
ther^s  ai^guments  to  inblcad  1ie#^  ^llit 
was^a  stranger  to  his  aittficct#    Avij  % 
whom  but  myself  was  it  owing  that  Jbt 
knew  the  betrayer  of  her  intcgiirf  and^ 
bonour  ?   Can  you  any  longer  bc  8iitf>rued 
that  I  have  yielded  up  to  motives  ao  päw« 
«rfuU    that    independence^    wfaich  updtr 
every  privation  of  fortune  I  ^hould  have 
calied  tUssedness  to  the  life  I  have  passet 
vnder  this  roof.   Oh^  you  know  not«  Misa 
Cowlcy/*    added  she,    weeping  bit^iiy^ 
^<  what  ^  I  have  endured !     Bat  what  «^| 
\,    if  not  usefui  in   contributing  tö  Sir 
Myrdoch  Maclaim'a  comfort  aad  ^appt» 
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ne3S  !  I  had  deceived  him^  and  imposi- 
tion  was  my  hard  duty.  How  often  havc 
I  wished  that  my  death  could  have  been  as 
beneficial  tö  him^  as  a  life  miserable^ 
though  de votcd  to  his  scrvice  ! " 

You  will  love  and  revcrence  this  woman^ 
XxiVjm  I  am  certain  you  will.  Sedlcy 
will  gl  VC  you  this  packet,  You  will  un« 
darstand  my  caution.  I  have  written  to 
Mary  in  French,  exprcssly  to  prevent  her 
inquiries.  Ixt  me  know  that  the  manu-* 
Script  is  säte  in  your  hands>  and  that  yoi^ 
concur  with  your  perhaps  top  impetuous^ 

Rachel  Cowley, 

P.  S,  We  werc  reading  a  beautiful  work 
of  Mrs.  Inchbald's,  called,  ^'The  Simple 
Story,"  whenthe  vagrants  rcturned.  Red 
cyes  and  defluxions  in  the  head  arc  the 
Icast  of  these  tributes  which  this  novel 
merits.     Ours  escaped  all  further  inquiry. 
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Manuscript  iniended  far  Sir  Murdoch 
Maclainij  .from  hit  IViß^  and  sentit 
Miss  Hardcasilt  by  Mus  Cowby^ 

The  vows  of  fidclity,  of  obedSenc^cf 
lorc,  and  gratitudc,    whieh'  the  dbtaiie 
Harnet  Flamall  plighted  at  the  aJtar  wiA 
you,    my  Maclairn,    wcrc  registcred  ia 
heaven;   and  I  am  prepared  t&  ähiwilr 
utidismaycd«  the  inqutry  whkh  lüritt  Üb 
madc  rclätively  to  my  pei^brmance' of  mf 
duties  asyour  wife.     Yes,  P  am  prepared*^ 
and  God  and  man  will  acquit  me  of  haf* 
ing  deviated  from  my  duty  in  the  course 
of  ibat  honourahlt  character^     But  to  what 
tribunal  shaü  I  appeal,  when  callect  upott- 
•to  answer  to  the  Charge  of  deecit^  of  im*- 
Position^  of  falsehood !  Of  having  imposed 
4)n  thy  generous  confidence^  and  of  having 
vorn  a  name  2ind  a  title  to  which  I  had  m 
righty  and  which  I  have  contaminatedl   h 
there  not  a  refuge  for  the  penitent  ?    Has. 
sot   the  Almighty  promiscd  to  foigive- 
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0 

3ns  contritc  erring^  children;    and    wiH 
S^bclaini's  noble  •mind,  refuse  pity  ^uiä 

^  ^«onopassion  to  an  offi^nderwhom  he  lovesf 
"^He  eoHMi:  for  it  is  hi«  delight  to  walk  in 
:die  path  hift  Maker  hath  appointed^  and 

-yo  honour  him«  by  imitating  him  who  is 
"perfect  in  bis  goodness.  The  history  of 
mkj  life  will'Containall  that  I  have  to  urge 

;in  extenuation  of  my  errors,    I  am  in^ 

• 

>duced  CO  place  it  before^you^  by  the  hopc, 
-that  it  may  produce  on  yoür  mind  a  con- 
^viction«  iki2(L  I  was  not  deliberately^  ^y%m 
-tematicaliy  wicked;  and  that  as  baving 
bcen  deceivid,  1  am  an  object  for  com», 
tniseration^  though  not  justified  for  bav^ 
^ing  deceiued  otbers^ 

m 

HISTORY  OF  IHE  FLAMALL  FAMILT^ 

Yoü  know  but  little  more  of  my  family 
-and  connexions>  my  dear  Maclairn^  than 
ithät  I  was  the  only  daughter  of  a  reputa- 
ible  attomey,  who  lived  respected  in  mo* 
^dest  affluence;.  and  who  died  as  he  had 
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Iivcd^    with   an  unblmniaHecl^  cMincttik- 
My  mother^    whose  un4ii9ta«ditig  MtM 
virtue  would    have  döoe  honour  to  'wt-'^ 
atation  in  life^  dicd  whon  1  VB*  10  'li$\ 
aimh  year;    and  in  her  last  ilteeis  lAr 
requested  my  fatherto  plice  inCj»/«%3flid^ 
deccasc^  in  thc  house  of  the  lädy^  wfa*^tll|l^ 
instructed  her ;  and  with  whom  riki  Imd^ 
continucd  to  live  qn  terms  of  ^  ifUämCf 
and  mutual  regard.    Thia  ladyVsciiHBSq^ 
had  been  gradualty  esrablishing  itself  ta« 
the  opinion  of  the  public^  from  the^titte* 
that  my  mother  had  becn  onc  of  tis  pft* 
pils;    and  it  >vas  at    this  period  jo&tif 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  respectabK* 
"boarding-schools  in  London»     Friendsbip' 
for  my  mother,  added  to  the  governing 
principles  of  this  excellent  woman*s  mindi^^. 
produced  a  tendemess  for  me,  which  wii^ 
nccessary  in  the  first  instance  <rf  my  rs*- 
moval  from  my  indulgent  fachet;  bot  I- 
soon  found  that  in  my  good  governess  I' 
had  a  iriend>   and  my  school  insensibijr 


INIC3MM  mf  bQi»e^  ©uruig  thi$  pcriod  crf 
m^life^  I  cnjoydi  ey«iy  «dvahtage  which 
l^gpfimd  ^Nther  CQuId  suppljr ;  and  his  li- 
ipnlity  excendcd  to  wh^tey^r  was  judged 
||iut|A>l!B  fgr  ^irls  of  laige  fortunes.  It  i$ 
jpflftwy.tQ  iMncxQA  Mus  Flmt*a  arrlval» 
ll^ji  JllMrdber^  ^  during  rnji  long  re«d(^e  m 
l|^  iwiiae;  bm  a^  I  «las  two  or  three 
IHM»  y9i|9gFr  thjin  herself^  1  had  formed 
mT}Mi»(ft^rfe;  aiiid  ar  I  was  not  paiti-^ 
OlllirljP'MEnct^  by  h«r  manners^  we  hud 
MB  ittJtl»£r  MirercoursfE,  than  sucli  as  le^ 
il||Il;ed  from  bdng  under  the  same  roof* 
ySfith  the  partialicy  of  my  father  and  my 
gpv^rness^ .  I  happily  enjoyed  peculiar 
iparks  of  afFection  from  my  brother,  who 
was  some  years  my  senior;  and  to  him  I 
stood  indebted  for  my  instruction  in  thosc 
branches  of  femalc  accomplishments,  which^ 
ü  bcing  very  expensive  fröm  the  attend* 
mpc  of  capital  masters,  my  father  might 
mve  thought  unr\ecessary  ^r  a  girl  in  my 
j:»tion;  but  my  brbther  judged  of  my  ta- 
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lentTM/avourablf^  ihat  iio  improveiMtt;* 
could  be  useless  to  me.    I  had  ju«t  gasjui''  , 
tny  sixteenth  jrear«  when  my  dear  4tAm 
was  suddtnly  removed^  and  jny  hapjäMKi 
interrupted.     My  govemess  kept  me  at  f >  . 
cherishcd  guest  tili  some  dayi|^  afborr^itect 
fiineralj  when  she«  gave  up  her  xrhaigtj^^ 
an  aflfectionate  brother.    It  vMf  MtUfi 
improper  to  mention  hcre  an  event  y^Ut 
soon  afterdeprived  me  of  this  kiestimüM?- 
friend«    Easy  on  the  aide  öf  forätde^vaad': 
breaking  in  health^  she  gave  bp  her  kliodl^ 
to  another  person,    and    retired    to  the 
wcst  of  England,  whcre  she  had  ncar  rcfcK 
tions.     My  gricf  for  the  loss  of  my  father 
was  for  some  time  countenanced  byihc 
dejcction  of  my  brother  Philip's  spiritl, 
and  I  discovered  it  to  be  my  duty  tolt- 
strain  my  tears  before  him.     I  even  at- 
tempted  theoffice  ofconsoler,  and  assumed 
a  cheerfulness  wiih  him  whichwas  remote 
from  my  feeling».     One  day  I  particularlj 
endeavoured  to  lead  him  to  ^  more  resigiw 
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Ipubmisj^ion  to  tlie  wjll  of  Heaveri.  He 
Idkliis  head^  ^nd  in  a  despoirding  tone, 
riiedj  ^'tliat  he  should  not  need  my 
iMly  admonition,  couM  he  forget  his 
Itf,  but  it  was  for  bis  Harr f et  that  he 
feircd;'*  An  explanaticm  foHowcd.  My 
Jikt^B  death  had  been  accelerated  by  the 
Bctlties  which  pressed  upon  him :  he 
iHtist  escaped  bei ng  Insolvente  ^  Philip 
JFincaotiously,  or  rather  with  the  honest 
Iffeof  iparing  to  himself^  and  me^  a  dit-» 
Kc-  86  faumiKatrng^  administered ;  aiid 
f^fiects  had  been  inadequate  to  the  de« 
ihds.  He  had  consulted  his  friends : 
1  met  with  assistance  and  encourage- 
?nt ;  and  had  every  hopc  that  diligence 
i  economy  would  in  time  extricate  him 
►m  his  difficulties.  In  the  mean  time, 
(f'as  his  blessing ;  and  if  I  could  siibmit 
th  checrfüines-s  to  superintend  hisfami- 
for  a  season,  he  should  be  happy,  and 
»k  forward  to  my  more  eligible  Situation, 
s  now  mcnüoned  his  conncctions, -and 
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the  chancGi  w&ich  wen;  iq  lij»  fiuitwir  j^. 
hinting  thattny  fiathei: hfii  atloi^it  kftlj||||( 
thc  integnty  attacfae^  ta  Im  pßfoit,  t^-^ 
knowkdge  in  h^s  pi)Dfeai9!li^wltV9l|.|^ 

could  dispute.  I  wa^inor wti|nk)j^c4  für, 
this  conßdencCj  but  I  rcmindod  Imfy  tt^ 
my  education  had  qiiü\&t^  .m^  .§pß  «[ 
teacher  r  and  that  mth'  Ntrs.-  JP^«''^  :I!B^ 
commendation  I  had  no  ()oul>C  of  b|||q|^. 
able  to  provide  for  mysclf»  *^  Wc  |i|Mf 
ow  and  t^e  samp  intesest^'*  Kpl^j)%, 
«*  to  conceal  cur  aüüji-s  fiüfn  A|ff]|>  liv^ 
aod  from  all  the  world.  Whil^  hy  VKf 
exertions  I  can  keep  matter»  as  thejr  noW 
standj  1  shair  not  be  suspected  of  being  p 
nec^ssitou^  man.  You  know  not  tljf 
World  you  live  in,  my  dcar  Härriet :  wc 
mu&t  keep  up  appearanees,  in  order  to* 
surmount  our  difficulties.  You  are  youi^ 
and  beautiful,  and  in  timc,  may  marrjF- 
well.  Till  you  can  mafce  a  better  cx- 
ehange  for  my  protection  and  love^  thatb 
by  degrading  yourself,,  my   last  guineik- 
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^dl  bc  «pent  to  mppdrt  you.  Have  n& 
icarSy  I  will  snpport  niy  sister^s  Claims  to 
<ctptet:  you  shall  neverserve  for  wa^es^ 
«Hi  thosc  of  tove  fail."  Pcnecmted  hy 
Als  gDOolfsest  and  generosity^  it  Will  be  no 
«nattcr  of  aurpi- ise  to  ycm^  my  dear  Nfo« 
lelnni,  thac  I  trpsted  to  this  brocber ;  and 
Itipaid  liis  kindness  by  the  «nost  asiiiduoiit 
attchtion  to  bis  eomferts  and  interett«. 
^or  Heafiy  a  year  I  superintended  kis  ^ 
4nily  «ith  contentment  i  for  PhHip  pratsed 
^kbä^ttlsaCmg  his  housekeeper,  and  fr6* 
igocfitlx  "declared  that  he  would  not  chan^ 
ine  fbr  the  riche;stt  wife  in  the  kiitgäom^ 
for  that  I  had  cstablished  his  credit  by  my 
anänagemelnt.  I  saw  three  ckrjks  cönstant« 
ly  employed  in  the  office,  my  brother's 
Mgular  attendancc,  and  every  appearance 
of  bnsiness  as  in  niy  fathcr*s  time  going 
on*  The  new  year*s  day,  I  was  tokJ, 
that  he  was  happy ;  for  he  could  without 
^nconvcnience  augment  his  dear  Harrict'« 
jittle  allowance  for  clothes ;  that  he  wished 
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to  see  me  always  dressed  like  Harriet  Fl»» 

mall,  and.the  gentlewoman;  though  ncver 

like  a  girl  on  the  look-out  for  a  husbani 

or  a  simpicton  ready  to  take  up  with  anf 

ofFer.     I  weil  understood  that  my  brothcr 

was  litcle  disposed  to    favour   what  ait 

called  love-matchcs,  at  which  his  witand 

ndicule  were  contfantly  pointed;  but  i&I 

was  neither  exposed  to  tbose  lemptatkui^ 

nor  in  any  haste  to  change  my  conditioni 

I  received  these  indications  of  his  prU'^ 

d^nce  with  gratitude;  perfectiy  coindd- 

ing  with  him,  that  love  was  not  the  bettcr 

for  being  houseless  and  unfed ;  and  as  I 

had  no  wealthy  suitors,  thougb  some  dan« 

glcrs,  I  was  perfectiy  contented  with  bci 

ing  mistress  of  my  brother's  housCj  and 

seeing    it    his   abode  of  peace.      With 

youthful  spirits  and  youthful    vanity,  I 

exulted  in  the  regularity  which  presidcd 

at  his  table,  and  my  heart  was  gay,  whcn 

Philip  said,  "  his  Harriet  was  nevcr  takcn 

by  surprisc,  nor  unfit  to  bc  seen."*   Kind- 


THE  VICTIM  OF  VXLLANT.      IZHT 

|8.had  giyen  me  an  interest  with  Im 
ftmts,  wbich  were  two  maidsj  and  a 
jC-jbpy;  and  when  my  brother  led  a 
jfpd  to  bis  table^  they  goo3-naruredIy 
1^^  that  they  h^d  shared  with  their 
Jlfivss  the  liver  and  bacon^  or  tripe,  in 
per  tp  sup  on  more  costly  viands»  Nfy 
g|her*ft '  person  and  address  wcre  much 
|i|Hi  favouFj  and  it  was  not  without  some 
gp^nent  pn  my  partj  that  our  acquaiAt^ 
(ac  *^  yondkred'  that  the.  handsome  and 
Itcable  Mr.  Flamall  did  not  marry." 
mt  hints  given  nie  by  our  Chamber^ 
ijdj  who«  as  I  fancied^  thoüght  her  ririas« 
T:  *'too  sober  a  gentlenian,"  Icd  me  to 
ipece,  that  my  brother  had  formed 
DEi^  connexion  which  stood  in  the  way 
t  more  honourable  one;  and  whilst  his 
{tilar  Visits  into  the  country^  in  one  cer- 
ji  direction,  strengthened  my  suspi-» 
MOS,  I  could  not  help  doing  him  justice 
•  the  consideration  with  which  I  was 
ard<d  from  a  knowledge  of  this  $up* 
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posed  irregularity  in  his  condiiet;  arid 
sensible  that  his  cäutions  in  regard  to 
minc  wcre  scrupulously  exact  ainfd  jno» 
per,  I  prudcntly  Icft  Philip  to  ju^'^ 
the  propriety  of  his  owh  actiöns;  HHi 
with  unbounded  trust  believed«  Chat  If  fie 
crredj  it  was  because  he  was  httman^  titA 
could  not  be  altogether  pctfett,  u  I 
aometimes  fondly  thöught  him;  wMk 
with  the  utmost  solicitude  he  recMnoittd« 
cd  to  .  me  the  improvement  of  thj  tim^ 
and  the  prudence  necessary  for  iny  secs* 
rity. 

Undcr  these  happy  crrcuiMtänecs  rf 
lifc,  did  I  rcach  rny  scventccnth  ycar, 
when  towards  the  autumn,  I  was  rcquest^ 
cd  to  prepare  for  the  accommodation  oft 
young  man,  who  was  to  reside  wifli  ui« 
Philip  perceived  my  surprisc.  *'It  w« 
not  possibie  for  me  to  avoid  receivir^  hin* 
under  my  reof/'  added  hc;  '^hismothcc 
pressed  the  measurc  on  me,  with  so  mucW 
earnestness    from   hej^  death-bcd»  that     H 
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ffg»kim^  stpnding  a%  )  .<|o>  »» ibe  fd^. 
|tt||^;arguardiaa  to  the  yipung-nuMH  ^w|^  i 
Mifto^  *.^*%Ic  connqcioiv  or  fr^ea4,.iQ  t^ 
H^  tP  ir^  he  cao  tu^,;  «tccpt-my- 

dt^,but,,at  ,pitaent  ^  mere  gic^.hoin* 

||||D|^<9^  I  should  not   b^b  wrprised» 

fejiiql^ljliij  exceasi ve .  sorrow  for  the  lo^s 

|^l)^.aDj(ir:frifnd«  and  the  efiectS'  of  l^b 

bB^tdful  ftver^  he  bc  plunged  into  a  de« 

l{ipe«     You  will  bc  kind  to  him«  my 

^  Harriet/'  continucd  he,  /'for  you 

(ill  pity  him.     If  we  can  manage  Co  get 

tum  well,  hc  will  becomc  wy  pupil  in  the 

<Ace^  for  he  is  poor,  and  must  have  some 

cmployment*    He  is  sensible  of  thi^  and 

gEateful  for  the  education  and  little  mean^ 

which  Mrs.  Duncan  ha«  contrived  to  Icavc 

bim,'' 

A  sick,  consumptive,  fricndlc«s  youth, 

^01,  m.  N 


oppräünd  whh  «ordw  liM'  A    iiiüijl 
doÄh,  wa»  a  gaest  not  Xo^bc'pfaeatiuiillf.' 
ittferior  pMt  of  eur  hßnnei'tur  lieft  Müür 
was  visiced  bj  the  450ud»  tun;  ;a!b#*  lüft- 
next  to  tt»  «  light  drctsing  ckMet^  "tipptt^' 
pmted  fbr  iny  book».ttiid  1»arc«ur  IriNt; 
hcaldiy;  and  theatric -wwcqtiaMyiCilwäb 
nieht.    The  poor^  dejectsd  Kyoaaij^'^M^ 
should  fmd  a  home^  and^k  iiuli  iOtiilk^ 
aad  the  books  night  hdp  tb  dPMW 
thoughts.    This  resolution  -^MiM(|Mi' 
The  following  weck,  Mr.- Cha^bM9lMtf' 
made  his  appearancc  at  our  dhimg- ^taMe; 
and  on  introducing  him  to  me,   Philip 
congratulated  him  with  kindness  on  hb 
improvcd  good  looks;  whilst  I,  withoino-" 
tions.of  pity,  gazcd  on  the  finest  ybtid) 
my  eyes  cver  beheld,  blasted  by  sonow 
and  slckness.     His  deep  mourning  dtcsi/ 
the  sober-sadness  and  dignity  of  his  per- 
sona his  collected  demeanour  and  unstu« 
dicd  case  of  manners,  surprised  me.     From 
time  to  time^  he  spoke;  his  intelligent 


I    • 
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d)rÄ  wert  i^ed ;  ind  as  the  s-ubjece  wS^^ 
^ited  tö  the  recent  events»  his  cothtfe^' 
äsitKt  marked  the  keehest  s<jnsibilit]r^  and' 
Atb  most  profound  gridf.  Withoüt  äitf 
tff  thatt  aiukward  timidity»  ^hich  I  häd' 
Been  led  to  expect^  he  with  pblitdnets' 
ibaäc  his  apologies  for  wishing  to '  retirt:' 
iUrhis  Toam,  alledging  that  he  had  made' 
^jEMtloris  during  the  morning,'  which  had' 
fttigütd  him.  Philip  with  much  civility 
CGöidudied  him  to  his  apartment«  t  had' 
ifaen  tD  Tcceive  his  complimeift  ort  leaving 
die  roonij  and  feit  a  secret  delight  in  re* 
flecting,  that  hc  would  find  the  one  her 
sought  suitablc  in  those  accpmmöda- 
tions  which  he  had  a  just  title  to  expect 
under  any  roof.  I  still  remained  stand- 
irtg,  lost  in  thoughts  which  perplexed  nie, 
The  extreme  caution  of  n\y  brother  in  re- 
spect  to  me,  seemed  to  have  yielded  to 
his  zeal  for  a  stranger ;  and  I  feit  uneasy 
that  I  could  not  think  Mr.  Duncan  a  la^f 
ftist  new  to  ibe  world.  *'  But  he  is  poor  and 

N  2 
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friendless/'  thought  I,  *'and  my  brothcr 
trusts  to  tfaose  disqualifications  for  mj 
safety.'*  A  deep  sigh  followed ;  for  I 
discovered^  that  poverty  was  no  shield  to 
my  bosom.  My  brothcr's  returning  stq». 
toused  me  from  my  revcrie»  and  I  ut 
down  to  the  piano  forte,  to  prevent  mjr 
Agitation  from  being  noticed,  and  be». 
gan  to  play  a  lesson  which  lay  opcn. 
on  the  music-desk,  in  the  hope  of 
evading  any  further  conversation^  relative, 
to  a  gue3tj  who  I  already  discovered  had 
gained  too  much  of  my  attention.  But 
Philip  immediately  reassuming  the  3ub- 
ject,  and  thanking  me  for  giving  up  my 
room  to  the  stranger,  asked  me  what  I 
thought  of  him.  **  Poor  yovmg  man/* 
replied  I,  '*  he  looks  con&umptive  and 
very  melancholy.  I  should  not  bc  sur- 
prised  if  the  air  of  London  was  found 
pernicioüs  to  health  apparently  so  weak 
and  declining."  **  He  must  take  his 
Chance  on  that  point^*'  answered  my  bro* 
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dicr,  •*  and  should  your  prognostics  bc 
Verificd,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  should 
YCgret-hisdeath.  Under  the  circutnscänces 
•of  ah  ill^cimate  birth  and  friendless  con- 
dition^  life  can  afford  but  a  vciy  scanty 
"Jportion  for  bis  hopes  or  cnjoymcnts,  •  It 
ftppears/'  continued  my  brothcr,  •'that 
-DuDcaAj  as  he  is  called^  is  one  of  thoile 
^mbsippy  beings,  who  are  destined  to  share 
•the  ii^uquity  of  their  mother^  His  pro- 
iKibly  has  woirn  tbc  cloak  of  hy pocrisy  and 

• 

xonceadment  so  long/  Chat  shc  has  forgot:- 
tch  if  was  borrowcd,  or  that  she  was  the 
mother  of  a  child  whom  she  did  not  dare 
(o  acknowlcdgc.  I  know  that  the  good 
woman  who  has  passed  for  his  mother 
has  Icft  him  a  fcw  hundred  pounds,  the 
«avings  from  an  annuity  allowed  her  for 
-this  child's  mainrenancc  from  bis  cradle.*' 
«♦  But  you  know  also  his  real  mother/' 
■observcd  I  with  eagcrness.  '^  Indeed  I 
do  not/'  answcred  Philip,  *'  nor  does 
Duncan  know  her.   I  have  some  reasons 
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for  believing  she  iivcs  in  a  foreign  ca^ 
try  ;  is  a  woman  of  birth  and  fortunci  and 
probably  one  of  those  chaste  damct«  wkt 
thinks  *  the  world  can  nevcr  thme»'  t^ 
&c.     1  am  sorry/'  continucd  ony  bnv 

ther^  *'  that  I  was  not  sooner  knowa  to 

i 

Mrs.  Duncan.  I  mighc  have  gaincd  muf  ' 
insight  into  this  poor youngfellow^liai- 
tory,  and  perhaps  bis  mothei*  it)i|^rj(i|^ 
been  induced  to  cpntiiiujs  bis  aMiiil^ 
But  ic  was  too  late  to  press  tbe  faufinm 
on  a  dying  woman.  She  only^  dcclamdL 
thät  she  was  not  the  real  mother  of  Charfe^ 
commonly  calied  Duncan  ^  and  requestcd 
he  might  be  told  so.  I  trusted  to  bqr 
papers  for  further  Information^  but  no^ 
thing  satisfactory  has  appeared;  and  f^ 
the  present^  I  think  it  is  better  to  leav^ 
him  to  his  regrets  for  the  loss  of  bis  tt- 
puted  mother,  than  to  the  bitter  convic- 
tion  of  his  birth  and  desertion.**  1  cn- 
tircly  coincided  in  Philip's  opinion ;  and 
our  Conference  finished  by  my  admiring 
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lijs  goodness  and  hunjaniry,  and  vehe- 
.mentlyreprobating  thc  nionsterwho  could 
^ive  up  an  infant  to  save  hersclf  from  ihc 
■jcproach  and  shanie  she  alone  mcritcd. 
-  Mr.  Duncan's  healthj  for  thc  space  of 
Nnore  than  a  monch,  gave  an  ostensible 
■colour  to  my  attcntions.  I  had  pity,  for 
-the  moBivc  of  an  assiduity  which,  young 
38  I  was,  my  hcart  whispcred  was  but 
the  aasumed  namc  for  lovc.  My  brothcr 
Crustir^,  as  I  concluded,  to  the  effects  of 
ihis  intelligence  relative  to  bis  ward's  for- 
tline  and  disgraccful  birth,  for  the  secu- 
jäty  of  a  girl  of  sevenccen,  whose  good 
sense  and  prudence  were  proverbial  with 
him,  left  the  interesting  invalid  to  my 
wnremitting  cares,  tili  the  bloom  ofyouth 
was  restored.and  Mr.  Duncan  was  deemed 
in  a  condition  to  pasa-some  hours  in  the 
effice,  in  pursuancc  of  his  declared  inten- 
tion  of  studying  the  law.  To  what  pur- 
pose  should  I  detail  the  progress  of  a  pas- 
mon  mucually  excit^  utidcr  suoh  circum- 
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stanccs  as  I  hav<^  ulreadj  nieAtiohcd?  .  Lee 
it  suffice^  that  my  lover  wai  a  atMDger  tö 
the  arts  of  seduction^  and  mysetf  cöo  iA> 
cxpcrienced  for  the  documcncfr  o(  wofl^Üy 
prudence^  and  too  innocent  for  dou6ti  or 
cautions*  * 

Amongst  the  number  of  ejcpcdieiiti  we 
had  ingeniously  contrived^  to-  eUäde  mf 
brother's  knowledge  of  our  unioo»''  dfl 
Mr»  Duncan  was  of  age,  was  one  ^läch 
appeared  practicable  and  safe :  xnjf- lover 
-suggcsted  it,  and  related  to  mp  theüiocr- 
est  h^  had  with  the  good  wöman  under 
whose  roof  his  mother  had  died.  It  ap* 
pearcd  to  him  a  provldencial  interfeitfnce^ 
that  had  conducccd  them  to  Mts.  Kcjth*i 
humane  cares ;  for  such  was  the  name  of 
the  pcrson  with  whom  they.  lodgcd« 
«'  My  dcar  mother,"  added  Mr.  Duncan, 
.«'  was  indcbted  to  chance  for  the  recom* 
jnendation  of  lodgings  in  London,  whcn 
she  was  a  stranger.  At  Grantham  wc 
took  up  a  lady  apparently  of  somc  respec- 
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tibilit^   in  the  neighbourhood   of  idur 
town;  fbr  she  was  in  a  gentleman's^  caN* 
nage;,  when  she  inqutred'  at  tiie  U\tt  tfie* 
hötir  at  which  the  stage  coach  would  reäch' 
Londbn»^'    She*  was  a  handsome^  >pieasanr>. 
and-  weli-bred  woman,  and  gocxl-hutnour« 
cdly  communicative;     My  mother».in  die* 
couTse  of  our journejTj  expressed  some  re^ 
gret  on-  not  having  written  to  her  onljr 
agcnt  in  town,  to  sbcure  ipdgingsr.for  her; 
obMcrViiig  tfaat  she  did  not  much  cnjoy  the^ 
l^oughts  of  being  fbrced   to  sleepin.  a* 
Gcmunon'  inn;      The  courteous  st>aaget 
ihstantly  engaged  to  conduct  us  herseif  to' 
lodgings  which    she  cöuld  recommend^. 
adding)  that  her  uncle,  Counsellor  Peach^ 
Jey,,  had  recently  quitted  his  apartmerttar, 
fbr.  a.  country  residencc  near  town^   and* 
■  that  by  agreemcnt,  or  rather  favour^  the 
Keiths  had  permission  to  kt  the  rooms^in* 
his  absence,   for  their  own  emolumenr« 
But  thiß  indulgence  was,  it  appearedi ,  li-- 
mited^.  and  the  lady's  goed  office«  vere-^ 


t*  ■ 
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reqvisi tc  to  ou  f  soclirfcss  •  Ste  kiädif.  ipaw 
fonned  her  protnis^^  and  I  tictieve  «BT 
fäithcr  usefül  Co  u»  in  thediitrciftiAg  scenrs 
irhich  followed,  My  gratitüdeon  lorv-i 
ing  thi$  houae  for  your  braclier^Si  hmgl 
believc»  attached  Keith  aad  fais  IrifeMo 
me.  He  aerves  the  officc  of  clerk  in  dfif 
parish  church^  and  might  ässitc  äs  cfi«^ 
tually.  Your  brother/'  addcd:  hs  mmtiagi 
^  pays  his  devoirs  regularly  cwarySoadif 
in  tbc  country.  Yott  are  tEendpicd  bf  t 
more   populär  preacheo    to  iMf  fipa 

Mr.  G *s  flock,  and  I  stispect  titft 

your  servants  are  not  scrupuloua  *in  the 
observance  of  their  sabbath/' 

I  complied  with  a  project  fröra  wUch 
I  had  little  to  fear^  well  knowii^  ihat  my 
brother's  example  had  been  contagicmä  in 
his  family.  Our  banns  were  puhlished: 
Keith  ofHciated  as  father  at  the  altar^  and 
his  wife  as  my  friend  and  companioB«  nff 
appearance  not  contradicting  hers.  My 
husband  dcnianded  a  certificatt  i^  eur 


narriage^ .  and  I  recomed  •  home  with  it  ia : 
nf  boMtit  tunwspectcd« 
-   Willi  a  ctrcinn^)ection  nrely  preserveä 
iir  aimioiii  irhere  the  simi  tOKial  of  yetr»^ 
Sid  nojr  amount  to  .foitjr^  ive  duded  for  a 
dme  all  lospicion«    My  gkuation  became^ 
tfae  Signal  forterrorand  atixiety  to  break: 
IM»  tiMt  contentment  of  hearr»  which  had 
aäesceedtfd  tb  our  nuirriage. 
:    Dwean.  in  vain  ufged  the  necessity  of 
Um  c^mAy  dedaring  bis  dainis  to  protect' 
wtk-  I^oppOBcd  to  bis  arguments  my  dt^ 
fmdence  on  my  bMiher^  and  bis  miab^ 
tity»  3)irbich  would  feriomc  motitbs  pite*. 
vent  bis  free  agency.     I  pleaded  theei^ 
pected  absence  of  Philipe  wbo  constantly 
Icft  town  in  the  sititimer  vacacion;  and 
amguinely  brougbt  forwards  my  project 
of  prcÄerving  our  secret  by  means  of  Mri^ 
Keith:  tbus  passed  the  early  monthg  of 
my  pregnancy.    But  I  was  unable  to  coun- 
terfeit  heahh*     My  brother  was  alanhed 
by  my  coogh ;  and  n\y  friends  recom--^ 
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inended  to  tne.  countrj  ur,  ,At  dus 
eventful  period^  Mn*  Nateinoäy  vrbk  hßt 
daughter»  now  M rs.  Soge,  paidtheir  u« 
nual  Visit  to  London.  Mr.  Hätohnnqr 
was  master  of  a  ship^  and  his  wife:  and 
only  childj  Miss  Lydia»  contcnted  wilii 
its  accommodations»  and  fond  öf^aä^de« 
ment  with  which  they  were  too  ^fionifiat 
for  fear^  every  sununer  inade  thvt^üak 
voyage ;  and  stationii^  thcmsdyior.  ia 
Wapping«  enjoyed  wich  unweiüMd:aQi 
^ivity  the  more  renmote  and  fiMfaionaUc 
plcasurcs  of  thc  metropoiis.  TJiqrwcit 
x>ur  relations;  and  dining  in  Rcd-^OA 
»quare  from  time  to  time^  during  their 
«hoft  stay«  had  been  the  customary  ofier« 
ing  of  good-will^  and  for  which  they  li« 
berally  paid,  by  supplying  us  with  tur- 
kies  and  red  herrings  in  the  wimer. 
Their  remembrances  of  this  kind  had  been 
so  abundant,  that  we  on  our  side  had  cn» 
larged  our  civilities ;  and  Philip  had  for 
thc  two  preceding  visits^    tr^Ued  chcm 


.^  , 
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vith  a  sight  of  Sadler's  Wells,  or  theHaf« 
market.  On  seeing  niy  pale  and  emacü 
ated  form,  they  expressed  tnuch  compas<« 
aion ;  and,  with  the  utmost  generosity,  they 
declarcd  I  should  not  be  -  hürried  to  a 
.  crowd,  in  order  to  please  theth.  My  bro. 
tfaer  as  warmly  insisted  that  Miss  Hateh- 
way  abotild  not  be  disappointed  of  her 
annüement ;  and  this  contest  finished  by 
thc.good-natured  mother's  bemcaily  sky^ 
jo§^.  sbe  preferred  remaining ;  with  me: 
During^lthe  absence  of  the  party,  my  ilU 
hcakh  was  ifae  subject  of  her  con versau 
tion.  Change  of  air  and  a  voyage.were 
urged:  she  was  certain  that  sea  air  would 
restore  me  in  a  month.  She  remembered 
that  her  mother,  before  her  marriagc,  was 
thought  in  a  dcclinc;  and  had  been  cured 

by  residing  a  few  months  at  Y h.     I 

immediately  saw  the  advantages  which 
might  result  £rom  my  quitting  my  bro«- 
ther*s  house;  but  I  had  my  husbandto 
copsult«     This^  however^  I  happily  e£- 
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ftcted^  for  my  restless  cousia  rerälftcnd' 
a  shop  near'  us,.  iir  whacb^shc  had  jmv^ 
chased  some  article-atfeir  (}ays^befbit;aiid: 
ahe  wished  for  more  of'  h;  My  cd^|iH 
again  befViended  me;  it^  wasnoar  ninc 
o'clöck,  and  the  evening  uiqaldMattl»  so^ 
she  sallied  forth  alone.  My  hmhmä' 
blessed  heaven  for  chis'  ptomistd  ddtfsr» 
ance ;  he  urged  me  to  accept  o£  d»' jnk 
tation^  and  declarcd  that  he  wouKlMBiMe' 
me  from  Y — -«-h  to  Newcastic^.  ud  fimr* 
thence to  Leith :  for  that  IshoiildAKitivi» 
turn  to  my  brother%  tili  my  spiiits  ivcsc 
more  equal  to  meet  bis  resentment*  Ar 
supper^  the  good  captain  seconded  his 
lady.  «'  He  had  long  piloted  his  womcn/' 
The  cabin  was-  neat;  and  I  had  nodiiQg. 
to  fear  in  the  "  Charlotte.**  My  brocber 
counselled  me  to  try  the  experirocnt  ;.aiid- 
my  voyage  was  determincd  on.  At  tbe 
expiration  of  a  few  days  the  sitip  aaiied* 
Our  navigation  was  prosperous  and  de- 
lightfuUy  pleasant*     I  was   in    na  way 
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incominockd ;  and  tfae  good-  frrends^  witfo 
me»  cxulted  on  Bccing  me  ke^nly  devou» 
tcsubiscuitr    Freed  fromthe  dread  of  mf 
bwther'«  iiiqiiUkoml  cyts,  and  amuscd  hy 
che  novf  Icy  Gif  the  scene^  »13^  »pirits^  rosio  ta 
ehd^ifolnciis  ^  and  I  was  kd  Co  considitf 
ihy  feitiafe  friends  irkh  some  curromy  and 
MAtisemcm.    Mfs#  Sergc^  at  present^  to^ 
«trbngly  resembleä^  her  gpod  mother  m  her 
jpMmi«  tlM  it.is  only  necdssary  to  observt 
that  Iriien  Jroung^  dhe  was  cxtremeljr  pitü 
tj.    NaiQre  had  not  been  less  faithful  in 
tlie  lineaments  of  their  minds.    Both  cd* 
joyed  an  exubcrance  of  Health  and  activi- 
ty ;  a  constant  flow  of  animal  «pirits  and 
good  humour ;  to  which  was  annexed  an 
absence  of  thought  or  attention  for  the 
lAorrow*     My  observations  soon  led  me, 
howevcr,  to  doubt,  whcthcr  their  sum  of 
positive  happiness  exceeded  that  of  their 
fetlow  mortals.     Their  constant  restlesi- 
Hess  ;■  their  in^atiabie  cravings  for  van^y 
and    pleasure^   might  be  fairly  weighed 
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with  die  cares  of  tht  ainbitious,  and  Ae 
labouis  öf  the  philx>8opheii;.  and  most  is- 
surcdly  were  as  fatiguing  ai  the  demandt 
of  vanity.  A  **  frolic^"  to  Ute  Mn- 
Hatchway*ü  teitn  for  »  jaunt  of  plcasuiti. 
was  the  supreme  good  itrher  opinieo:;it^ 
was  necessary  to  heu  existence;  and  Itow- 
ever  qualified>  ajl  was  a-  ^froUc^*  wbich' 
put  hep  spiritis  in  motiön».  Having  been  wer 
to  the  skin  in  an  open  cart;  er  alcptLU^a^ 
.barn  on  »traw^  or  in.  a.  bod^  with  Yajä^ 
dozen  companions>  on)/  gäve  zcst'to]^- 
remembrance  of  the  ''fxjn"  occasioncd: 
by  any  disaster.  If  the  plca&ure  had. 
smoothly  rolled  on  in  post=-chaiscSj  i^id  a 
goqd  dinner,  and  a  good  inn  receivcd 
them,  their  joy  was  coroplete;  *'  for  what 
was  money  made  for,  but  to  be  spont?' 
Those  yiho  worked  had  a  right  to  spenV' 
Nö  grievancc  tormented  thcnii  but  beii^' 
stationary;  nor  did  they  believc  there  was^ 
a  malady  which  a  dance  would  not  cnie- 
To  peoplc  of  this  de&cription  I  could  obIj^.^ 
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pleadthe  weakncss  of  my,  bodily  strength« 
W«  wcrc  safely  landcd  at  Y— — h,  the 
caftatSn  {>roceeding  in  his  voyage  to  Sun- 
dcrland.  A  neat  habitation  announced 
*ht  opulcnce.of  my  fricnds  in  that  class  to 
:%hich  thcy  belonged.  ^  The  first  day  was 
|xus^d~in  settling  ourselves^  vi'hich  was 
-pcrfcntned  with  admirabie  dispatch  and 
t>jtier$  for  Mrs.  Hatchway  observed, 
that^  **aft:er  a  hoiiday,  idl^ness  was  ingra- 
titüdf .*? ?  .The  ncrt  day  wais  jgiven  tötheir 
ndghbours^  who  ,were  numerous.;  'but  I 
.was  indulgedy  and  in  my  neat  little  cham« 
bcr  enjoyed  the  priviiege  of  writing  to  my 
busband.  At  suppcr^  my  cousin  told  me, 
she  had  engaged  me  to  see  a  ship  launched. 
«•  We  shall  brcakfast,"  addcd  she,  "  with 
the  captain's  wife,  who  lives  on  the  quay. 
As  sooa  as  the  ve^sel  floats,  we  shall  go 
cn  board,  and  sali  in  her  down  the  river. 
You  will  see  also  the  fort  and  the  pierj 
»nd  in  the  evcning  ^c  shall  rcturn  home 
in  cans;  they  are  the  fashioa  here,  and 
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the  exercise  thcy  gtve«  i»  atronglf  ttfopit^ 
mended  to  invalid^«"  I  b«d'  seeo  scM^ 
of  these  vehicks  moving  in^^thc  strocti;  utf 
instancly  imagincd  tiiSLtwwbigeliarfWo^tL' 
though'  drawii  by  a  horse,  wduld'  ubtif 
suit  me.  I  pleaded*  fatigiic»:  and  witllflur 
the  smallest  ill-humour  appetriag»i/I««ip^ 
toldj  that  no  weicofne  was  wofdl  ju.fHV 
thing,  iffolk&were  not  1dl  to  jiid|ge  Ibr 
rhemsetVes:  **  so  please  youndl^ .  xn^^^BÜr 
Härricr/'  addedtshc«  «'and'yoo^^#i!i]ikHe' 
me.  I  hope to see  you^  be£3rayou.'.]am' 
us^  as  eager  to  run  aftü^^a  fiddle^  and  a^ 
fcnd  of  aride  in  a  cart  as  this  girlj  wh^* 
two  y^cars  sincc  was  a«  fondi  of  her  ow||i 
room  as  yoursetf;  but  I  soon  made  ba 
what  you  see  Her,  as  healthy  a  girl  as  anf 
in  England  ^  and  her  aunt  will  teil  you  80^ 
when.  she  comes^  I'  have  no  notion.  of 
patcbrWork,  and  darning  muslin;,  wKicte 
costs  so  dearly;  Lydia  was  half'  kflled  by* 
being  with  my  sister-i-  You  willtake  care- 
of  yourself,    my   löve,*'  continued  shc  j; 


\ 
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•f  Saiah  will  be  lefc  wich  you  ;  and  i  can 
-trust  hec.^'  ' 

*^,  3he  wt^  not  miBtaken ;  Sarah  was  assi* 
duouSy  and  my  tranquillity  concinued 
ViHnternipfced  tili  one  o'clock^  when  she 
inforaied  me,  rhat  Mrs.  Priscilla  Hatchr- 
fWay,  Iki*  inaster!s  sisteir,  was  in  the  paf- 
..louf;  iiml  wishcd  to.  see  mc«  **  Therb 
Jim  boen  some  blunder/'  added  the  girli; 
,"  iftr  she  in  come  to  dine  with  my  nnisu 
:tftss/'  Civility  compelled  me  to  leave  my^ 
mtreat.  A  neat  well-dressed  woman  of 
ibrtj^  tad  upwards^.  rose  to  salute  nme^  and 
«ith  moch  good-nature  congratulated  mfe 
on  my  safe  arrival*  For  some  time  I 
fbund  my  guest  an  intruder;  but  she  in« 
aensibly  engaged  my  attention,  by  talking 
of  my  mother,  and  flattered  my  seif  love,. 
l>y  observing,  that  I  was  her  very  picture. 
I  learned  that  Mrs.  Priscilla  had  fuliy 
cxpected  to  meet  the  family  party.  '*  | 
sent  my  sister  word,  yesterday/*  conti- 
nued  shesmiling,  **of  my  Intention i,  but 
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a  ship-laünch  was  too  seriöüs  a 

for  me  to  Interrupt,  andthey  well  kticMr 

I  am  not  apt  to  take  ofiencc  wh^re  ikw 

is  intended.** 

After  dinner  she  proposed  to  me  i 
walk;  to  this  I  had  rio  objectioni  andthe 
took  the  road  to  the  fort.  The  levtl  iflfd 
fine  turf  I  trod,  with  the  prospect  ia  fiew, 
beguiled  the  time:  for  oh  the  Ieft:wi«l&e 
xnain  ocean,  and  on  the  rigfat  tÜe  nvcr, 
which^  at  the  fort,  forms  the  tiar  aUd  ite 
pier,  useful  for  working  the  vcsüeltf 'fröm 
and  into  the  harbour.  Wc  reäched  the 
ferry-boat  which  led  to  a  village  on  the 
opposice  aide  of  the'river;  and  we  nt 
down.  *'  I  havc  had  my  designs  in  coa- 
ducting  you  hithcr,"  said  she  ;  *'  that/' 
pointing  to  a  small  neat  habitation,  *'ii 
my  house;  and  you  scc  how  casy  the  road 
is  which  separates  us.  Have  yöii  any  öb- 
jecrions  to  cur  drinking  tea  there?  1  will 
conduct  you  homc ;  and  if  the  vagranti 
are  rccurncd^  I   will  sup  with  them;  for 


TUE  VICTIM   Or  VILLAXY.        309 

it  is  a  füll  moon^  and  the  boatman  will 
wait   my   call/'     I   acceded   to  this  ar- 
rangement^  and  we  soon  reached  the  housc, 
buc  with  some  surprise  found  the  parlour 
filled  with  Mrs.  Hatchway's  fricnds,  and 
she  busily  engaged  in  assisting  the  maid^ 
to  prepare  a  r^ale  of  fruit  and  tea.     The 
good   Mrs.   Priscilla  received   with  mo- 
mentary  gravity  her  sister's  greetings  and 
apology.     This  amounted«  to  having  for- 
gotten^  in  her  hurry,  to  send  her  notice  of 
her  engagement,  and  intention  of  calling 
upon  her  in  her  way  home.     To  this  suc- 
ceeded  her pleasure  of  seeing  me.  ''Nothing 
cver  was  more  fortunate!  for  they  expect- 
cd  a  cart,  and  I  might  ride  home."     The 
Company  now  claimed  our  attention.  This 
consisted  of  several  persons,  but  the  prin- 
cipal  carc  of  Mrs.  Hatchway  was  directed 
to  a  lady  who  had   been    ^'^  uncomforta- 
ble**  on  board  the  ship^  being  fearful  of 
the  water.      I   found   she  was   from  the 
country,   and    with  her  husband   had  a 
d«fughter  of  Miss  Lydia's  age*     A  survey 


/ 

310  i.Ai>r.mcsjLitir, 

of  Mrs.  Priscina*!  pulMtfAtMcAnitiii 
was  furnished    wich  good  priilts^  And'f 
Ivuidsome  book-casc;  tht  Windows  conh 
manded  the  sea^  and  a  pretey  garditi  huf^' 
from  the  elevated  ground  tb  the  riVtri    f\ 
expressed  my  approbstion-  of  her  jMdifr; 
and  in  the  kindest  manner  she  pricted  idfc' 
te  try^  what  she  called^  c^m/fy  ^  Irell '^' 
4ia  air,     I  thanked  her,  and  äekudmÜtg^ 
cd  that  I  thought  her  Situation  dei^|^i(^« 
Then  dleep  here  to  night,"  amwänd  Idie 
eagerly^  •'  I  will  show  youmylktle  1q^ 
ncst."     I    looked    at    Mrs.   Hatchway. 
"  Please  yoursclf,    and  you    will  please 
me/*  Said  she  with  her  usual  good-hu- 
mour.  ''  Do,  my  dear  Miss  Flamall^  con- 
sent to  my  aunt's  proposal/*  cried  Mim 
Lydia ;    ''  for  then    I   shall  see   Beedä 
races/*     This  settled  the  business.     The 
strangers   werc  accommodated    with  my 
room  at  Mfs,  Hatchway's  house,  and  my 
trunk  was  sent,  for  greater  dispatch^  that 
cvening;  and  bcfore  my  cyes  were  opcn 


rthe  neit^^neniing^  Ttnjr  ¥ ^h  friends 

«werooathcMMd  /to  Betcka  races«    7*b^ 

«calM  in  their  11^7  ai  cov^doorj  and  laid' 

iChtii^ttbtence  woüid  not  -bc  *for  inore  than^ 

^»wiA.  'Qn'Che  maid-tcrvanf«  dcflivering 

-.thi^meMi^ac  ourcomfoftable  breakikst: 

inM^vMni«  ürlscilla .  laughed^   and  said 

:t|Mf  hiof-Mhtef'&^'weeks  were  not  alutiyvtc^ 

gutatied  by  thc  calendar:  she  had  known-' 

•sbme^   tfaat  bad  extended  to  jix  of  tum* 

cenmkm  reckomng-of  timCi  *^  and^BhouUlr 

eithera  Wedding,  a  ehdc^cning,  or  a  fi»^^ 

nefil  jntenFcne/*  added  she,    <*  you  tmf 

find  this  ^*frolu'*  longer  than  you  vnih, 

unless  you  love  quiet  as  well  as  I  do." 

You  will  not  be  surpriscd  that  I  wished 

for   nothing    but    for    letters    from  my 

Charles,    and  .the    Prolongation   of   my 

frtend's  pleasures. 

Duiican  was  made  easy  by  my  account 
of  myself,  and  my  new  Situation.  I  wa« 
happy  in  his  assured  love,  and  we  mutu- 
aHy  agreed  to  w^it  with  patience  tili  hc 


could  sce  me  at  G*-?-ne«v:ASMtQ^i^hi^ 
ncarljr  clapsed ;  vhen»  in  thc.  ptoK^fk&Hk, 
ezpectcd  letter  from  my  hwbfMly .  «m^i 
rived   from  Mit.   HatGhv»7>  rr.SiMtllfl^^^ 
bad  btän  favourablc«  .  ShOrWMJdcnipql 
in  apice  of  herseif.  Lyd»  mraa  t»  tirlmdli; 
mäid  CO  her youngfricpidk  Md.^Bni^Jliii: 
aktter  from  her .  hustend,  tO:i9foRB|Jh|K: 
that  he  wag  going  to  I^Khv'ahjC^hlJlj)^. 
dulged  her  friends  in  their  re(|uea|;^  :^IHI^ 
duB  good  news  did  notfiuaftmfm  uhklß^ 
miasod  rcceiving  my  cprdial  fytjßupmt*^ 
The   sympathizing    Mrs.  PrtacUIa  dU- 
patched  a  person  the  nexc  morniqg.totbc 

Y h  post-ofEce^  and  endeavourcd  V^ 

divert  my  attention  tili  the  woman^s  le^ 
turn.  She  brought  me  a  letter:  it.. had 
my  brother's  writing  on  the  addrewu  ^  1 
turned  pale^  I  supposcj^  for  she  sinUp^ 
observing  that  I  might  have  anotber^  aod 
still  more  welcome  letter  oa  the  morrow« 
•*  It  is  from  my  brother/*  answered  l, 
still  mournfuUy  holding  the  fatal  scroll  ia 
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jpi|r  fand/l  ^^  Weil,  and  pm  mfy.  Juane 
9Hkl  aevri  Ihnn  jr^ivr  iradMcn'^  nplkd  ahqr 
jJMtag4 '  *^Sa  I  »UL  go  ttnd  fei  you  Mmc 
Jtmtberriei;'  vhitst  t]mi  aie  hus^^f 
.^  TMemiCuI  ihcatTcai  Fnitn  -  mkat  ^un«» 
'Ammi^use  did  k  ariae  ikat  I  icmfEuml 
ferotal  jninitcfi  ^with  Ah  kfiter  um^pcnei 
•ii! nqejhindi  Iirecafieotod.d»criuidjnt 
mMUMdiü:  ifirnnor  iOic9'  stfod  that  PhÜip 
laced ;.  qjriüng  Ifectcnu  &MDe 'uni!»tnni 
terror  seizcd  Moy  ap&riu:;  and  I  srepi:«  At 
ImIgciL  I  .«Bi  mistoetf  of  its  iconteott. 

n  An  MKfltMsafiii^*  {ym,thai  »zßthc  jvcMPdLI 
f*;oqRur|encehadcngaged  hts  time^and  hsj^ 
SMSod  bis  mind.  His  ward,  Duncani  hsA 
Jd^BConded ;  a  Charge  of  a  highway-roh« 
faery  havJng  been  iodged  against  him  at 
Ae  Bow«street  ofKce.  He  had  been  $\xt^ 
iBoned  on  the  occa&ion  to  answer  to  aqoic 
ii|i|€Stions  relative  to  the  youog  offoideri 
bot.  be.  was  sorry  to  say  that  his  evidenc^ 
in.  bis  favour  could  not  set  aside  th<$ 
pioofs  of  his  guilt.    Hc  Jmd^  l^vcyei:^ 

VOL.  III.  o 
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«cted  pnidendy  in  vithdrtWii^.'froiiAe 
ihrditened  prosecutiön.  «*  I  hm  idhikK 
all  in  my  power/*,  added  «mjT'  bfccfiäv 
**  to  soften  his  accuter^  but  he>ist»ikKr^ 
mined^man;  and  sayBthflt'hcftänndif^ti. 
cede»  in  justice  to  thexofaunimit^,  mot^ti 
himsdf/'  Much  fbllowed/m.fvUclraqr 
brotfaer*s  :vetation  had  fdr  k^aljaBt);  bii 
own  refnaätm,  wd  tlie .  imrtifitriiHirinf 
tanring  ic  knoifern  thatthe  faad^ihadtbBB* 
tiexioAs  with  a  high|r8]r«rafaft)^ASri-j4  -sÄn^r 
.:.  I  df d  not  tfaint  oa;r8ading<httkfaii|iM 
ietter :  no!  >I  did  >not  die»  whtn.Afitth 
would^have  been  ä  bitssing!  l)ut  gnsping 
it  with  convulsive  force^  my  whcde  fciflM 
ahivering  as  in  an  ague  'fit^  I  •  raraincd 
motionless  on  my  chair^  conscioiis  «bf  the 
ovenvhelming  tidc  of  misery  whicft^wfti 
bursting  on  my  head.     At  last  ifiipellcd 

* 

by  ideas  too  dreadful  to  be  recaUed,  and 
too  vague  to  be  ascertained^  I  hornod 
down  stairs.  The  kitchen  was  my  passage 
txf  thc~.gar4en«  and  the  fire^  I  bdieve 


.- ..  t 
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tracted  me ;  for  1  sat  down  by  it,  in  a 
great-chajr,  which  had  ils  Station  in  the 
chimncy-comer,  and  bending  over  thc 
hcarth,  mynerves  relaxing;  the  horrid  pa- 
pcr  fdlfrom  mjf  hand,  and  hcedless  of  my 
danger,  I  gazed  on  thc  flame  it  raised.' 
The  maid-scrVanl  at  this  moment  entcred; 
and  screaming  out,  that,  "  my  gown 
wGuld  take  fire,"  recallcd  mc  to  recoUcc- 
tion.  I  Started,  and  with  a  decp  drawn 
sigh,  Said  "  Ict  mc  die!"  When  recalled 
to  Hfe,  1  found  myself  in  my  bed.  My 
worthy  friend  was  watching  me:  her  looks 
bespokc  distress  and  pity.  .  "  Bc  comfort-^ 
cd,"  Said  shc,"''you  are  safe  with  me. 
Bc  composed,  and  trust  to  my  care."  LeC 
it  suffice,  Harriet  Flamall  was  saved  from 
rcproach  and  shame,  and  like  thousands 
of  her  unhappy  sex,  was  doomed  to  wccp 
the  loss  of  her  infant,  and  to  be  thankful 
it  lived  not  to  partake  of  its  mother's  dii-- 
g»ce.  Mn. :  Priscilla  ,  Hatch^ay  was,". 
i,'.:,:-.]....   ',;...;  i-;   .o:«u:  ;;■.... -1  ■;■■■  "-- 


I    •      •■ 
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ibowevcTj  informod  glkiy^sttuatiaai.  od  Ji^ 
.adviMd  iBC  DQ  givc  kMlr  tof 
'ficute^  whieh  I  htfd  werq  ift  aqr 
Sbe  cnfofced  the  pmAmotM^n^y 

m 

imy  maniage  a  MCitBt»  txU  Mr»  .Dlitcwi 
appeaiaed«  HjU  Ict»«  ta  «e  lywi' jitf 
Mssec)  ber  ui  h»  &wi»r.  r«  SbcÜad  äÜ 
be]icye  he  was  capablp«f '«KliMiiQttiifi 
u  thait  of  wbkh  he  WM  acewcd.'^.*  Bhttjr 
bour  she  'icpcacc4  <lm  it.  «M  iwpbMMw 
aod  t\M  n  requtrac)  widi  hftr  -nhiBi  Ajti» 
presumpti^e  piqof  tp  condciPl»  iqrvitti^ 
](nuch  more  one  whose  «cniiManMCs  Ivicrt 
^  noble  and  pure. 

I  am  prolix^  my  dear  M^clairn :  I  n^ 
endeavour  to  be  less  so.  Enccninigcd  la 
bope^  soothed  to  patience.by  this  pcceUcnt 
vornan»  and»  above  all»  led  to  duak  wi^ 
her,  that  I  should  hear  tidiQgi  of  mf 
busband  from  Mrs.  Keith»  I  combafeed  A 
efieccually  viih  my  giiefii«  as  to  he  aUe  to 
^uppress  their  appearance ;  ,  and  hzvwg 
seen  xny  friends  retum  to  meet  Captain 
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HactUiwäy^  I  prefet-rcd,  for  sevcral  reasom^ 
rh«;  cöhVcyftnce  of  his  cabtn  to  any  other. 
Wc  had-  a  tedioas^  passagc,  'which  was 
bfgbly  bencficial  tö  tnc;  for  on-  reaching 
my  homc,   I  was  congratulated  on  my 

good  hoksi     My  brothcr  was  on  an  excur- 

•       •  • 

Möii;  and  I  proficed'fromliis  absence« 

I  w^rit  to  Mrs*  ICeffh's  housc#  It  was 
diuc  Up ;  and  ^Uo  be  Ittt^^^  Ready  to  sink^ . 
£  tmi^ä^  the  opposite  shopy  and  madc  my 
itt^öMes.  ''  Keith  had  been  takoi  up  on 
sosplcionof  forgery»  No  öne  could  cell* 
i#hat  Was  become  öf  his  wifc.  Thcir 
göckls  had  been  sdized  by  the  proprictor  of 
the  bouse^  which  was  very  hard,  as  the 
Gounscllor  who  Jived  in  the  apiartnKnts  in« 
the  Winter  months,  had  boifght  every  thing 
for  his  own  use ;  and  bad  generously  per- 
mittcdthem  to  let  the  rooms  for  their  be- 
ndfit  six  nK>nths  in  the  year;"  Somecom- 
lYients  were  added  to  this  account :  Mrs. 
Xeith  was  pitied,  and  the  shopkeeper  fi- 
nished  by  saying  that   it  was  a  pity  her 


tAPs  oc^uion.  I  -camtot^f^rdon  lih  ihgra- 
ticude,  foT  he  ytis  tjaoM  ni:e  a  brother 
mtder  my  hxrf".  Hbwe^dTj  when  hc  can 
diaw  for  bis  liUle  (und-;  I  shall  see  his 
naftic  Ido  not  ddubts  [n  a  few  wceks 
fDort  I  shftll  he^  tbac  beliaB  not  forgoitm 
Ihc  Iklle  money  which  he  may  withoui 
perit  Claim  from  tat,'*  The  conversstion 
thentumedaif  thevilicöl^sbusiness,  whom 
my  brocher  litten^  «rpfit  of  bis  way  tä 
tpxrn.  I  .w*s  fijrcibljr  ithick  by  what  I 
lud  bcardt ;  DtlacBil's'  crael  cksntioa  of 
mcj  his  apparent  jngfatihide  tö  myhtb* 
iherf  the  sockty  he  hid  mixod  ivt  tii 
suipectcd  crime,  atfd  ncglect  of  'vridqi^ 
aeiied  upon  my  heart.  I  KKi4ved-tiredftj  . 
ceal  from  my  brother  my  cönilection  %ith. 
a  reputed  robber,  and  ä  man  ü/htt  had 
without  pity  left  me'tp  suffer  the  pemlrf 
of  my  weakness  and  ctedutiey.  My  biöa 
thcr's  peace  was  to  be  prescrVcd ;  »tiä  I 
was  firmto  my  purpose. ' 
Again  1  remonstrared  on  the  exp&tte  iS 


ICKÜghigfiii  "  S37  not  a  Word  ön  that 
skUij^ti  my  dctfr  Harrict^  I'intreac  you," 
stti»iii^r«d  Philip.  *•  Ih  prcserving  you,  I 
Ml  pLrMervifig  imy  own  comfcrts.  I  wöuld  • 
ftptnd  'tnf  laut  idiilUng  to  sec  you  weit  and 
hdffyi,  but  tül  you  hare  inore  cDnfidence 
in  my^affitction^  I ^misst  despairi*'  «^  Whac 
M  it  700  mean 7*^  asktd ^  T  in '  trembling 
doabti-  ^*Nöt  to  alarft\»  no€  to  distress ^ 
you/' '  rqdicd '  he*  witb  soiemnity • .  « '  Are 
]cpir  mHyvwell  >  enougb  «o  retum  home  2 
Are  you  «qtnil  to  tbevexcitiöns  which  your 
iKomto  soderjr  wiirdemand?  Can  you' 
be  cbeerfüt;  and  prepared  Yor  every  accU 
dentf  AMwer:  these  questions.  I  meati 
not  to  reproachv  but  to  heal.  I  will 
noti'.*  continutd  he/  taking  my  cold  hand^ 
^  teave  you  in  suspense.  I  amno  stran-* 
ger-  to  your  fatal  engagetnents  with  a^ 
otiprinciplQd  man«  Nothii^.  of  thia  in« 
dtscretfon  can  be^  recallcd ;  but  in  a  dis^ 
covery  of  your  marrutge  is  invoivfd  «ly 
m^as  weil  as  your  own*    Wben  you  art 


mott  eompontdk  I «Hl^ niiiifiiHHmii 
in  themcan  tfcnftvMy  lo|H»q^ftpi|liiyiii 
■pd  loye.  Wfi^ir«id  OflMH  MrlMR^ 
conduer  hu  been»  IfwU  iyff^<niM>qpi»: 
ituon  and  principles.  Let  these  rest^ve 
äie.qutwion.  -Are  your  peacc  and  happi< 
ijesi,  my  sacoesa  4nd  reputation  in  life,  to 
be  sacrificedi  t4  a  romamic  attachment  [o 
a  vHlaüti.  -whoae„name  is  alrcady  a  tt- 
proiich  tfrittfimently  because  we  sheltcrd 
him?**'  He-jqutfted  me  much  agitatctJ, 
aod  unableto: Fitness  my  agcmy« 
-  My  brothcr'i'  lenicy  was  noc  tost  ufxm 
me.  GratefuI  for  his  forboiKa^inv^ttiKbx 
cd  by  his  argumcntj.  laiudiMUlyiiiw 
deavoured'.  t/o  appear  »hat  he-  niiha^n 
My  occupations  were.ienewedr.ffBd'jiif. 
aerenity  was-^uch,  as  qBpoxduon  mf.'tß^ 
quaintance.  The  |KKlr.>;iuid<owicadeA 
Wanderer  was  i:egaMed,:«ST0itef/iriHaL;i( 
naamyducy  neVer  tananifc.::ocver-M!iiet( 
^ve  «dierwise  th«i  .guilty  «rf*  Ae  emnn 

of  having  abandomd  .me«     SotDctima  I 


.  iftadMrKajBefläKny.ius  convenatioii»  tdtxi 

■•-läm  tothm-wuif  U£:>-;andithe.suBpicidisihet 

■.^rtMukmA,t£  hiMi-aief-ebahg.Mrs.  Dun^ 

f    can'saon.-  Among  the  reasons  heassigticd; 

j    for  this.  opinion,.  was-her  anxiety  to  sce; 

him  acconip/isbedt  as-.vKÜ   as  &olidiy  in-^; 

j     atructedi  her  never  proposing  any  plitnx: 

\r\  for  hisfuture  provision^and'  the  sUeace> 

k  she  prescrved  in  respcct-to  his- resourdes,t 

k  and  her  own..   I;  once  mentioned  to  Mrr 

1    Duncan   my  brothcr's-  accouBt  of   MrSii 

Duncan'sc^eciaration.     He  was-apförcDt-; 

'    ]/ agicated-;  and  I   regretted  my  too  fondt 

laqufAifffftlii^iEte  he  endeäroured  tofCbn-<f 

Krte  ma .  fot:  my^  indisoretion.     In  thes 

moMy^otm}  painful  reflectioni,:!  somtM 

.^timei'Qoi^tured  that'iMr.  Duncan  faad: 

-  rdiacovered' hü:parents ;.  and-finding  hiki 

:   ivak-and  expeccationa  incompatiblewhh 

bn ^^Bgemenu  wich  me,  had.wittidrawi*: 

ftomithtt  lungdom:  -  that  he-hadsven  on* 

cened  tiitf  sUny-which  had  becDxbculatedt. 

■nd  tnuting  to  a  tploididiumeuKl  fonune 

iilw^jbvopi  wUb.the.  wQrld«^lud-ieft  tfac 


?r 
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naibe  of  DuBcaii  to  K^nmkwoAAMIkfij^ 
md  Ul  wnrtchäl  wti«  td  <fi4M^ 
gnve«    These  ideto  ytwtitodcfofci  ■Mp«|i> 
Ad  wtrc  tfacn  diacartWtiiwtlii  diiriwi  aft* 
imwoftbjrcf  kirn  mid  «ix^jmM^^  ÜMdow-: 
nof^thitt,  andlikfoodM^iNaBUlii^ 
hoMt  kad  chetr  OICII04    Thw  flinlmili^iiflij 

ddufiiäuwl  tt>  iptsk.  Ca 'iij:  lNflid|p(4 
haduud,  thal  heivvrid^bc  lapBM^Illlll 
wich  me^  wken  i.  w»^ii  m. 
tratUd  vidt  codre  tscMÜiddhop«*^ 
femitidcd  hfnr  idf  hisrfmmdl^^ 
the  iame  ,thne  üw  i  fbufai^ 
vhich  distracted  faiy  tnind  imSnafiiSf  W^ 
every  purpaeie  of  mj  itasoir^  ancft  tovmilA^ 
for  my  rel^ous  £uth  ;  I  ömM  iMV'bV 
itsigned^  Cill  J  was  cdn? itlcad^  thfB  ;jlli 
ahould  see  my  busbatid  no  iaMc^  .  .  f; 

s«  I  have  expected  tkic  wpplkmiaii^ 
iaiiswered  he«  with  caltmunfli^  ^  msitf 
prepared  for  it«    Ic  is  um  sh 
jdmild  be  informed  of  all  thar  it^  luifeir»  Ol 
diis  unhappy  man«    Nckwithiamdiig  dw 
ftidiull  caicfiiUy  avoid  a  Mbjeoi^  «J^oh 


I 
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liiey  w(dl  know  haa^g^vemne  morevexation 
dialrtnf -iiCinrseifte  of»ipiUe^  something: 
mjr  Wbciätitallf  dbro-  which  will-  afitcK 
yom     t  hCfft  see»  äliä^  my^  Harnet  has 

vitii  ^tiie'  eifdumfuccs'  wbich^  have  goiu 
wÄfiiid^  me  af  thit^  wretdiedP  msuk^  guilti. 
]W|k>wil^lht  ijwie  accadil^  puitoethMr  lähisr 
*  •Cy^Mli^^  «rhif  h  beeMica:  you.  I^  wüB 
r^Jjfpr.  0f  hw  iminutoi-  to-  jroiirself^^ 
«3pP^|H^jiiiloeking  Im  scratoire»  apd^ 
taku(^^  he  gäve  me», 

«^  Olil]{^  pniiyiiie'itie,^  löser 

ti|^  of  jumr  Elvif!p»>  ia^yoursorrcHfirfof  a;» 
wwthkss^  hugbatid.'*  He  pressedJ'my  haad^ 
to  hk  bpfiOfrii.  and.  lefi:  tHe  room.  The 
^ktttß  before  mr  was<  addressed;  to^  Mt«^ 
Flamalli  in  the  wdl-known^charactors  oß 
mf  kttsband»^  .L  was  stilhweeping  arer  k^ 
when  PhiHp  laetumedi^and  without  speak*«^ 
Bigi^^placed  himself  opposite  to^me  with 
visibk  anxiety«^    The  Contents  of  the  let« 


PITIIV  ailT 

;-if{  won:l  lSw'^-*i, 
.:       '    r:  -y.    r»r.'I    l     ..-■/ 

'  FrümC^rt$t'D»rtcMi0jfffiS6ääUii 

.      "Sir,,  , -.    -;,  ..„  t*>i-.t 

"" X  OU  mll  MC  tne  no  more.  My  inyji- 
terious  Cönduct  \lill  be  soon  fitatly  ex- 
|>l!lined'to-yoa.  Let  it  suffice  here,  thät  1 
^ow  myself'the  hüsband  of  your  sistcr, 
atad  thät-  th'e  purposc  of  my  souV  wai  to 
Bavc  scen,  oncc  more,  my  belovcd,  ruinfd 
wift.  Büt  I  was  not-equat'to'iitetatkof' 
tellhig  her;  th^t  she  must'  ßtrgecCta^r 
bancan:  '  tct  her  not  corse  Ulm,  gracioiii'. 
hcavca !'  alftroiigh'  Ke  is  cuIpabU.  ~i9tit> 
ptUiyf  Lost  to  honöurand  to  ha^DCfl^'. 
still  will  he  pray  for  her,  and  die  hfcr^fifitlü 
fol;  though  wretchtd :        '-' 

"  P;  S.    Tlie  twenty  ^inow  you  ad*' 
vanced  formy  JQurney  have  becn  die  a 


tj(|>U.  I  jmpfoif,  fi^in  fou  jf,  Kgiid  .fni], 
l||j;t|i«|.&ir;your,siilEr.  :)rfar,the JVl., 
»>«B*'j;<'¥.  JS"»  hWi$<iw'h'<:<'»>P>»i!*n.f<>t 

llWilV,..:.:    ,:;.-,. ■:;.:,:^;v,^     ,•.    ' 


hilip  suFcred  my  agonjr,t9.be  idieyed; 

7a  flood  of  tcars,  without  itUerniptiifiv 

but  not  ivithoutsympathf.  Hevu-v^ifi^ 

movcd  by  my  condition.  At  Igigth,  ta^qg, 

my  band,  he  said,  "  1  i^not  iciipW;^-.  I^IK 

.  flevtr^^a^ctj.-M'ttetb^'^  am  acting  ri^c  by. 

diüylindulging  your  wifhcs  at  the  hazard, 

'    ctf'.diatressing  )iou7  ^ut  '^^I  couldJiopethjs 

painful  remedy  mightj  in  ihc  end,  prove 

•fficacid  M9w  by  coavincing  your  undentand- 

ing^aild  yopr  ^DCiplv  of  the  folly,  as  well 

«.  che  sin,  of  ruining  your  health  by  rc;grecs, 

inWch:  you  ought  not  to  indulgt  for  so 

wa(«h(c9s   an,  obj«ct,    I  would  wiUingly. 

^tl^y.yow.cvuioiify  jl^y  detaüing  every^ 

ckcunMtvueof  thü  gnhiip0,a^;  baa$: 


prrtittcKd  thM  you  will  no  longcr  judge- 
rtlctftOtCTfcA'in  my.opinibnof  [his  yourg 
mm;  na«*  '»ewple  ro  think  yourscif  böuiid 
tb  bdfeve  t&t.  he  ought  no  longef  to- 
Ci^)^yaw4tt)iights,  orto  have  a  place  iit' 
fdarhetai."  ••  Pfocced,"  said  I,  "I<P 
me  bcoonriiiccd  that  thcre  is  not  on  earth 
shopeformC'!"  "  This  language  is  thiat 
of 'ft^ri,'*  rtj>licd  he  gravely,  "  tny  sistcr 
«iiH'bt'CMii^:by  experience to thiak  itsOi. 
iKld^  tfiifr  tiHte,  I  trust,  is  not  remote,. 
irfien  jhü-ivilt tkBs  hcaven  fortKe doertMO 
^;^  nukn  whöth  she  now  deplor«,  and  she 

tfötttruted  with  all  thfrConafequcnotib'wMdlt' 
ytwAä  andtmnt'havfr  foitowed^hii  -JBiaifiii 
Sftg  in  thwcouritry.'-' 

'  *'  liong  befor»  yönr  exAimtoftr.  Ha^ 
t— li,"  continired  my'btia^t,  "I'JB»»- 
^ted  DuRcan's  conductj^  «nd  aUasaaMÜ- 
Irhat  of  jfbiMT  unhappy^  pattkU^.  iö-Ul-^ 
ftTour.  I  consequetitlf  otttervetU>f«'iiM»- 
Aarrowfy,  i]Dt;)«iijmy.Han'ktitflta>:l;wiMi 
aSI^youfÜtiendi,  bcUtivWi  y0ü.W»'caMiaH  = 


l 


y. 
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kowiver'faar  fäifcJy  iniglM:  tiive  tJcKn  'tf*. 

wiiil<i  |w^öift;ia»r  hi»  titAtkteikhnii  «m)V 

ibOTt  «ür^  iviA  Ms  #b«rve  1h  ttüpkt  t^ 
daMP  -'I  tnw  fidid  dip  Wg^bM;  ütd 

«MI  Unr  Ml  pxtu  ttlÖM  ättiply^'^ 

itiiellieciimr  lud  ftittmrkai  thw  Im  1m4 

bedn  0F  Itte  a»  uittucetfsuftfl  i^Iäyer»  äAd  1 
begab  to  bctteve  ft^offn  hi^chMgi^df  Cötii. 
dott  äfabüt  thfö  peHod^  tftat  he  had«  likt^ 
MOilt  utiguarded  yoünjg  men^  been  drawii 
kl  to  pläy  by  a  Iktk  go6d  förtuhe,  and 
theA  dismisiied  to  his  sad  experience  far 
Wtnt  of  fiiore  frion^  fö  lose.  He  wäi 
ÖOC  öf  ^rnt9^  rarely  from  höme^  aiid  dilia 
ge»  m  the  ofSce.    1  resscrived,  thircfore> 


3M       :.     tA9X  w«o>ifA»Vr  3t!r 

^•Icavo-himto  bis  own  rrfleciions,  and  cber 
gopd  fniiti  of-  repentance-  for  ihe  error* 
into.  frhich  h^  had  beenbet-ra^cd.  Soon 
IJttryou  Icft.Cown,  1  happened  to  be  wich 
him  in  tbe  dcrks'  oßice  when  a  persorr  ' 
callcd  upon  mefor  the  paymcnt  of  a  small 
bUl.  .  A-dCiQc*ency  of-Eilver  Icd  me  to  ask 
binKOi'lqadinea'few  Shillings;  hc  did  so; 
wmI  tgtin  I'WK  surpriscd  at  seeing  mmy 
guincay  in  hit  possession.  The  man  had 
no  soomt;  quihed  us,  tlian  I  observed  to 
lliin,  tluu  finding  his  purse  so  weU  rmedj 
1  should  not  reproach  myidf  Tot  MmC  tf 
puncUiality  in  the  paymem  df  bii>(]ttaixeri)t 
supply,.  nor  wonder.  at.  hh  noti  iuiBif 
remindcd  me  that  it  1lad  boen  düe  aibti* 
ai^t.  Hc  colourcdj.  andj-addedjl  "Ooo- 
would  think  Duncan..  ypa  had  eitha 
stumbled  on  a  conoc^led  trcanir^  Mt 
foühd  one  in  your.  cone^aled  pamffc*'' 
*'  1  am  not  a  &pendthrift,!'  replied  h» 
fiaughtlly,  "and  l  know  1  haveatlcM 
otie  parcnt  who  will  ncv^;  abai^dpn  v»^ 
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"'iMim.he  terfirised  .tne^:  by'askiiig  isy  per«- 
jto  .foe.  absoit  fof  a  wcdc'' cor  tat. 


Hl 


^lil^s  jI  - ,  hcsiticed . .  **  'Am  .1 :  not  to  be 
wBtained  .whithä:^  sMd  ivlih.iirhotn/yoti; 
AjWgPU^^-^  »ke<l  Iccddlf.  .  Hc ireplied^> 
llMtM:W9ii  g«$ng  to  Hvwich;  wbcfe  he 
jlt)|MkA|ti.^hakr  of.tho»  tojwhom'in  futüra 
|Jb^;diJcM4  be  itipoimbte  for  bis  actionsii 

'  m^Thtoptand'; ihdüIge&ce-frDm  me,  thä 
ptnjuWUQn  he  had  requcsttd;  M}r  clei^k^» 
^iinoOt»  goodrnaturedly  remärked>  r  that. 
Charles  had  fagged  hard  during  theab«^ 
keoCe  öf  the  other  clerk»  and  he  had  a. 
light to  a  jäunt:  it  would  do  him  Service; 
^:hedid  not  look  well.  Inipressed  hj: 
9fl  idea,  that  he  had  beard  jsoniething  ofi 
his:relatjons4  I  gave  my  consent  to  an  ab-^ 
JCipce  of  tcn  days ,-  and  at  the  same  timfr. 
p^\d  bim\hkquaitcr's  arrears  of  twenty. 


3ST  LÄDT  MACriLArftl!», 

pöundä.     He  promised '  to  narrte  w  tM 
ih>ii^  Harorkh;   and  L  left  the  office  to- 
join  my  fricrtdi  who  had  eng^ed  me  in  ä 
party  to  Windsor.«    Two  diy^y  tlap^ 
bcfoFC  I  rcturned  bomc^     I  •  uras- prcpared^ 
to  find  Charles  absent :  and;  vhilit  at  tht 
diningi-table»   F  asked  Gasüallj^   at'  whstr 
dme  Mr.-  Düncäh  Käd  set  öiir  on  Mi- 
joürney^    Tbc   servant  rqj^lied,    thtft  bc* 
had  kft  tbe^house  the  strtie  eveniHg  whfa« 
myself.     Mr.  Simons  had  uip|^  wlthi 
bim  at  the  inh^  and  had  seen  hiifh  moirtitt 
his  horse  befdre  He  left  bim.-   ''  1  hope  l» 
did  not  ke  bim  tipsy  too/'  anfttMied  I^; 
^miHng;  ^but  yy  the  hcnir,  I  «hould  ftür 
tteit  neither  the  ohe.  nör  the  other  was  fiiibr 
ajourhey,  eitheröiifoot  oron  horseback.'** 
The  servant  said,  that  Mr.  Dtincair  did^ 
not  wait  for  the  morning,    it.  being  hii- 
Intention  to  ride  a  stage  by  rnöOn^.  light'.- 
**  And'   how    did    he    manage    Ibr    bis 
dothes  ?*•   a^kcd   I.      *«  His   trunk   was* 
s^nt  by  fhe  coach  on  Monday/'  reptieäS 
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^\^  IsuL  There  iKas  aomething  in  äiis  ac«. 
'^xmot  irtucfa  ^  did  not  itke ;  j>articularl7 
hif  rtinavuig  fa»  thiii^»  hcfore  lie  kiiew  I 
•houldcQOiaitffo^iis  leaving  thehousc.  I 
^expresaed  my.  surpriie  to  Skncms»  vho 
mi  he  was  in  tbat  plot»  for  he  well  {enew 
tbac  1  -ihould  not  be  able  to  refuse  the 
poctr  fdbw^  and  he  had  set  bis  heart  upon 
goiog  An  honehack :  m  I  advised  him/* 
conlinucd  I^e^  *^  to  send  his  portmantcau 
by  the  $(age  at  all  hazards^  and  when 
he  h^  your  leavcj  I  carriod  hixn  to  a 
liyery  stafcje  to  looJc  at  a  horsc  whicfa  I 
thou^t  would  suit  him.  It  was  a  fine 
«nimiil;  and  the  youngstcr  was  so  well 
plcased  widi  him»  thac  he  hired  him  of 
mjr.friend  for  the  journe/;  and»  young 
^i^n  likct  said»  he  would  ride  him  to 
Rumford  before  he  slept:  soweadjourned 
to  a  chap.house»  where  I  supped  with 
him^  and  at  ten  o'clock  I  saw  him  off ; 
althoMgh  the  moon  cheated  him»  for  ic 
Igas  raining  hard»  and  I  thought  he  was  a 


00%        -    x^vTi'aMütxmKjTT 
fool  tö  aee|;'antte«Miiiiuaa(irof  dii^pd 

thing^f  thftt:ciihiiti^r>er^iqMimriraiii^ 
|)lainljr.  Ikiutvciy, ntfMfcfinwiwj-ifcliiMi 
Idd  Tcndercd  nK^utrtnjRJ'^HtrvrfrtvMM 
mmj  Iiowever,  in'the  office,  and  I  icill 
employed  him.  -I  now  thought  therc 
appe&Kd  a  secret  intelligence  betwcen  him 
aod'  Doncan ;  I  dissembled,  notwiihsrand- 
ing;  and  droppihg  thc  sitbjectj' applied  to 
tbe  businesa  bcfore  nie  A'man  shorrly 
after  bmught  a  lettbr  to  Simons.  It  was 
.fromDuncan,  and  tbe  purpori^of  icwas, 
1  found,  to  inform  him,  that  finding  thc 
horseunflt  forthe  journey,  he  had  seilt  him 
back,  requesting  him  to  settle  tbe  busiocsi 
Ttith  his  friend,  and  to  cell  him  that  he 
had  narrowly  cscaped  a  broken  leg'bf 
trusting  to  his  judgmcnt.  Simons  swoi^ 
accorcHng  to  custom,  and  followcd  thc 
messengcr.  I  was  told  that  he  had  paid 
for  thc  horse's  journey  to  Rumfoid,  anä 
thas.Dtmcan  would  remcmber  travelüa{ 
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4n  the  darl^'  för  söme  ttme^  having  been 

jtbrowii  from  a  horse  too  good  för  him. 

^Judge  of  my  astonishment  on  receiving 

Ol  sttimnons  on  the  foilowing  ^morning  to 

rappeai'  befoitc  the  simng  justices.   I  found 

it'  was  to  be  examined  relatively  to  my 

*€Jerk,    Charles  Duncan,    and    to  mect   a 

person-'in  the  Office,  iiv4io  had  positive!/ 

•worh  to  bis  having  been  stopped  on  the 

Rumford  road   by  Charles  Duncan^  and 

robbed  öf  his  watch  and  purse. 

;    I  thttticd  with  horror  to  the  rcading  of 

this  ^ntleman's  deposicion.    It  was  clear 

Jind  positive  in  cvery  point  that 'ascertained 

the  criminality  of  the  action,    and    the 

identity  of  the  horse  which  Duncan  rode. 

A  crape  concealed  Duncan's  face,  and  the 

accuscr  obscrved  that  he  appeared  to  be  a 

young  adventurer.'*    Some  appearanceof 

lenity  in  the  manners  of  the  gentlcman, 

who  was  a  man  in  yea»s,  induccd  me  to 

relate  as  much  of  Duncan's  story  as  had 

come  to  my  knowledge ;  but  I  picaded  in 


LADY  »ACtAnVf 

yain  :  a  ^art^nt  was  issucd  for  apprchtnd- 
ing  hifn«  You  nia]r j  udge»  my  detr  Htrriec, 
•of  thc  4t^&e  of  my  miiod  whdu  on  fttttm- 
ing  hame^  instead  of  &nding  Sknoni  k 
the  ofiice»  tq  whom  I  was  anxiQua  to  g^ve 
che  particukrs  l  bave  related  to  you»  I  fnund 
a  letter  from  him  on  his  desk^  addres^ed  to 
mysclL  Ic  wa$  cDuched  ici  an  ioafdent 
atylc.  «'  He  fas^l  not  ttfne  to  scttk  ac^ 
(:Qiünta  wkh  me^  but  thought  bis  long  and 
faithfui  Services  entUkdto  the  ci^imidcradoii 
ff  wing,  for  a  vtry  special  and  ptiosing 
occaskm^  the  trifle  of  cash  he  had  in  liis 
hands  on  niy  account/*  This  wa«  tbmt 
five-and-twenty  pounds.  He  vams  me  to 
%ry  my  influence  with  Duncan's  prosectttOTf. 
as  matters  car^ied  to  extremity  agdinst  nqr 
$ister's  husband,  would  not  toid  tomy 
credit.  Shall  I  proceed?'*  added  Phü^ 
ivith  emotion ;  <*  need  I  describe  my  am» 
$atiohs !  Your  marriage^  and  tbß  wretchea 
^with  whom  you  had  confederated  to  hlnt 
ifiy  happiness  and  reputisttioq,  fpr  a  tupe 
overcamc  me.    But  my  sister.  soon  rc^ 
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sumcd'  her  wontcd  power  in'  my  soxxtl 
Frovidence  appears  to  have  seconded '  my 
ftmd  hbpe  of  rescuir^you  ftom  the  snarea 
that  encompassed  yoa.    Yoür  youdiand 
crcdüUty  here  föünd'  a  compassionating 
fiiend,  infihitely  more  able  thair  myselC 
to  befiiend  yoa.    We  may  rest  in  the  firS 
convtction  of  never  being  molested  hy 
Duncan  or  Simons.     Keitfif^  bas  finished * 
Hi$  carcer  in  a  -  gaoi»  to  wfiich'a  suspicion 
of  aiding'  in  a  forgery  conducted'  hinr. 
His  death  was  occasioned'  hy  a  wound  in  ^ 
Nis  Head^  in  consequence  of  his  attempt  to^ 
cscapc  justice,  and  hiswretchpd  wife  is  at 
this  tisJA  SL  nurse  at  the  Lock-Höspita^ . 
'for-which  post  she  is  qualrfied. 

Such  are  the  people,  and  such*  the  lover 
to  whom  you  gave  up  your  fame  and  pros« 
pects  in  the  worJd  l  Be  gratefiil  to  hcaven, 

•  my  dcar  girl,  for  a  deliverance  from  such 
connections  so  little  to  be  expected,  and 
givc  methc  only  recompcnse  I  ask  for  tfafe 

•  bours  of  anxicty  you  have  caused  mc»  Lct 

VO£*  III*  p 


«e  jec  yoa^  mvfer  R>7r^n0^;«(t..ri)9Migi 
^noß  Mataia.thc  cto^tff.fl»^  lylw^ 

äbcadfiilly  isnolicaiied..  I  fiMerbi,  aMflol 
ffjF  ^mrxis)gf>>  ;m4  «>  live  %r:iÜf4Mllff 

From  this  tiaoe  it  seeme4<  t»  I}fr.^;ii4df 
.«greecl  between  u»>.  not  t9  D9f»^  Cksä» 
f^ticftn^  and  1  ejcerted  my  spuäcakaawtlltP 
cheerfulness^   wbicb^  alrboi^  {^^jmip^  '^ 
^pptentcd^  my  brother;    bup,  ^^^l.Vtbicl 
badlgaiaed!  The  art  a£ccmccsUmei%9lii 
tihe  secrelt  pf  hoarding;  itp  ipy  s^rjKüW:^^ 
my  private  hour$^    Mjffadc^  fon^f^ 
»tili  attr^xitiv^  apd  my  b|Xft^  ew  (ijbqr^| 
^oaipUmeitt:€d  me  oa  having^  i^  ^iiffui 
fmsivepgis  and,  wi^mjg  pi^fly^*,  ^fW^I- 


JhHlii—ii.i«iini>iMknde;  and;  tepfai-itf  gaiUL 

^!fad « inültd^  ib ^ :  !K  l^n  ine  hm^^*  tiaßlieäi 

Ü^  saying'  möce*.  :I  i«ouid«fokga  pomp^^ 

qind  jdcbe^  this  world^s  fi^oup;  and  Bhe 

rnöcommödsicioJUK  Mcessaiy  tx>  m)K  Jiicist» 

«fote»foi!  thc  Chance  ofseeinghim  wHac  he 

'üince  wa»k     I  would  traverse  tht  globe 

^^ch  him ;  I  would  share  iit  his  miseiy^. 

--«iid  paitake  ia  his  toits  wi(houi  a  murmur^ 

i«oüld  I  find  him*    With  thesc  schtimcnfs^ 

tosuppoit  me  in  my  d«ty,  I  shal^  at  oiiec 

say  ta  any  maa.  wba<  importunes  n>e  with 

e&rs:  of  marci^^^  tha£  I  am  Charles  Dun^ 
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can^i  wtft."  My;  bn>thcr  wasdi^kasedi 
He  calied  inie  jan  <*infktuated  womair^  z 
romantic  fool;»*'  with  other  epithcts^  which 
I-  sball  omk^  l  did  noti  resent  this  harslu 
ness^-  and  aycar  passed^  without  thcsubjccc 
of  a  lover  being  named,  .or  any  appeariög  to» 
put  my  constaacy"  to  the  test.  At  thk  pe^ 
jiod  I  was^  surprised  by^  seeing  Philip  enter 
the  littje  closet  in  which  I  usuatly  passed  wf 
vacant  tiine.  My  ChaHos  had  augmented 
its  attractions'  by  decorating  it  with  hif 
drawings,  and'^enlarging  tbenumberof  the 
books.  L  instantly  perceived«  that  nvy 
brother  had  an  impressive  manneri  He 
sat  down  beside  me^  tenderly  chid  me  for 
my  preference  of  this  closet^ .  and  added» 
that  he  was  afraidl  should  want  fortitude 
to  meet  the  Intel  ligence  he  came  to  conv- 
municate  in  a  spot  so  devoted  to  the  pur- 
pose  of  nourishing  unavailinggrief.  I  trtn»-- 
bled^  and  would  have  spoke^-«But  — -— ^-^ 
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CHAP.  I. 


':'  — —  1-  WILL  not  attempt  todc- 
tnbc  my  agitations ! — ^^  In  order  to  re- 
^vc  these  cmotions,"  continued  he,  "I 
n  ease  your  suspence.  I  have  seen  a 
rsön  who  has  brought  me  intelligence  of 
mc^n.  A  stranger  was  introduced  to 
•j  at  a  cofFee  hpuse  last  night,  as  want- 
l  to  know  and  speaK  to  me.  He  an- 
ixiced  himself  as  the  super-cargo  of  a 
itch  ship,  now  in  the  Thames,  and 
\j  that  he  was  charged  with  a  commis« 
El  for  me,  by  a  gentleman  whom  he  had 
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known  at  Surinam.  I  instantly  ordeitd  a 
private  room,  and  he  informed  me^  that 
he  had  first  seen  Duncan  at  Amsterdam; 
had  there  learned  enough  of  his  story  to 
pity  him ;  and  that  he  inade  the  voyage 
to  Surinam  with  him.  ^^  His  unfortunate 
condition  and  deep  dejcctiQn,  during  our 
passage,"  addcd  this  man,  */  more  andmore 
interested  my  feelings,  for  one  whose  edtt- 
cation  and  manners  had  promised  a  vcry 
difFerent  career.  .  I  was  happily  disposcd 
to  befriend  him  ;  and  as,  fortunately,  I 
had  the  means  of  so  doing,  for  I  recom- 
mended  him  to  a  inerchant  there,  wborc- 
ceived  himinto  his  counting  housc.  But 
the  fever  of  the  climate  scized  him  bcfore 
he  had  been  a  fortnighton  shore.  Hesaw 
his  dangcr,  and  had,  as  it  appears,  bcctt 
prcparing  for  it.  He  gave  into  my  hands 
the  picture  of  a  young  lady,  which  he 
worc  in  his  bosom,  with  a  parcel,  in  whidi 
he  informed  me  was  contained  soQaelettcrs 
of  the  lady's,  with  one  foryou.     Hecon- 
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jured  me  to  deliver  these  to  you  in  per- 
son,  knowing  that  our  ship  was  bound  ta 
this  port  on  her  return.  I  promised  to  ob- 
serve  his  Instructions^  and  I  have  only 
fmther  to  add,  Sir,  that  knowing,  as  I  do, 
the  love  he  cherishcd  for  the  lady,  whom 
Jbe  blessed  with  his  last  breath,  I  think  it 
xight  to  hint  to  you  some  precautions  in 
«cquainting  her  with  my  poor  friend's 
dcath."  "  You  may  suppose  I  satisfied 
him  on  this  point/'  continued  my  brother^ 
and  I  endeavoured  to  sift  out  of  him, 
^^i^ether  hc  knew  the  whole  of  Duncan's 
adventures  and  secrets.  *'  It  was  an  un- 
liappy  business,"  observed  I,  '^  that  obliged 
this  unfortunate  young  man  to  quit  Eng- 
land and  his  friends,  who  were  able  and 
not  indisposed  to  serve  him,  had  he  not 
been  too  precipitate  :  his  flight  was  nearly 
the  death  of  the  yonng  woman  in  qües- 
tion.  You  surprise  me,  by  telling  me 
that  his  attachment  for  her  continued, 
Did  he  oftcn  speak  of  her  ?"  '^  Never," 

A  3 


&  tsUBI   MACLArfiK. 

replicd  he^  *'  Nor  do  I  eveh  know  ber 
riame  or  address.     Wbeh,  in  nearly^  bb . 
last  hour,  he  gave  tne  her  piqjture  ftom. 
his  bosom,  and  said»  Mr.  FLamall  knoirs 
for  wbom  it  is  destined«     He  will  tike. 
care  to  teil  the  unfortunate  injured  object  = 
of  my  love,  that  Charles  Duncan  has  ex- 
piated  all  bis  errors,  hy  ifyiag:^  and  leaving. 
her  free. — I  said,   with,  seriousness,  tiut 
the  most  fisital  of  Duncan*s  errörs  had  becn 
that  of  not  knowing  his  best  friend ;  t 
mistake^   however^  whtch  had  not  bMn. 
shared  by  tlie  young  lady^  whose  heart 
he  had  gained ;  for,  that  she  still  lodoed 
iip  to  me  for  friendship  and  consolation. 
Our  convcrsation  finished  by  settling  «ff 
next  meeting  for  this  morning.     I  bave 
just  left  him,  satisfied,  as  I  believe,  thst^ 
Duncan  had  in  me  a  friend  as  geberous  u 
himself.     There  is  your  picturc  and  dni 
packet  of  your  letters,  with  onc  for  mti 
which  I  have  just  received  from  the  gen- 
ileman.    I  will  leave  it  for  your  peratal 
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wlien  you  are  able."  He  quittcd  me, 
unable  to  witness  my  distress.  My  Dun- 
can^s  letter  I  shall  copy. 


I-ETTER  LIV. 
Charles  Duncan  to  Mr.  Flamall. 

Surinam,  Sfc» 

"BEFOREthis  rcaches  yoür  band  I 
shall  be  numbered  with  those  in  the  grave^ 
.  mild  appear  before  that  awful  Tribunal,  at 
which  mercy  has  her  everlasting  post. 
Therc,  and  there  only,  does  Charles 
Duncan  expect  to  find  justice ;  for  then 
alöne,  will  his  errors  be  weighed  with 
hiß  ditnculties.  Incloscd  is  niy  will,  in 
which  I  have  left  to  Harrtet  Duncarij  my 
lawfiil  wtfe,  the  whole  and  entire  property 
bequeathed  to  me  by  Margaret  Duncan, 
my  supposed  mother,  and  the  only  friend 
I  ever  kncw.  I  have  charged  this,  my  pro- 

A  4 
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perty,  wi€h  thcf  paytn^rit  o£  »ne  bonlMi  ' 
and  fifty  pounds  tö  MynlMnr  Admxt^Vmi¥, 
dergucht^  my  last  beDpfiwstoc^    Thu  soll  - 
has  been  partly  advanced  for  my  nee«««  ^ 
tics;  he  will/witk  ^tS)-produce  my  U4; 
knowledgm^nt  for  the  receipt  of  ooe 
dred .  pounds.     I  bequeaili  tb  him jl^^ 
a  dcbt  of  gratitude  for  kindoewe« 
none  can  fully  repay  but  hia  .Makeri'ji 
to  bis  Ucssing  and  mercy  do  I 
xecomaend  him*"  1  ■* 


.  ^  ^  ■■  <  I ' 


'^  Fronv  w&at  Mrs.  Duncan  ifpcätefly 
declared  tö  0x63  and  also  from  your  caih 
versations  with  me,  on  thc  subject  öf  mp 
little  fortune^  I  conclude  that  my  wife  wH|^ 
receive  thrce  thonsaiid  peimds  as  her 
Provision.  It  may  be,  this  pittance  will 
^harcd  by  my  child.  Let  it  be  your 
Sir,  faithfüUy  to  discharge  a  trust,  for 
due  Performance  of  which,  you  will  oBßi 
däy  be  called  to  a  strict  account  by  a  B/tiisf^i 
inpre  to  be  dreaded  than, 

<VChari-es  DyNCAN-** 


* 
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LETTER  LV. 

M  Y  Itttter  fr<Mn  my  unfortunate  Charles 
cootained  thcse  words ; 

"  Fcffget,  mjr  beloved  wife,  that  Charles- 
Duncan  ever  had  existence,  or  that^  in  the 
miserable  course  c^  that  existence,  he  has 
involved  yours  in  his  misery,  blasted  the- 
hopes  of  your  youth,  and  planted  daggers 
in  your  feithful  bosom.  Forget,  if  thou 
canst  forget,  when  pressingto  thy  maternal 
bosom^  the  fmk  of  thy  ül-fated  union,  the 
fandering,  wretched  father  of  thy  habe : 
MTwithpity  and  forgiveness  think  of  him,, 
*oiieatr^j/;  reseuedfromignominy:  con- 
ealed  from  the  cruel  mockery  of  scom  ; 
fekoming,  at  this  moment,  the  approacb 
)f  his  delivcrer;  and  looking  forwards^ 
wthkumble  hope  to  an  eternity,  in  which 
lewill  be  recompensed  for  the  trials  o£ 

Jl  5  . 
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his  mortal  State,  and  pardoned  fiir  Utose 

mistakes,  into  which  hia  youih  and  firiiltf  : 

•1 

betrayed  him.  I  enckMe  the  cxspf  df  nj  \ 
nvill^  withaomeof  your  dear  letten :  ^ 
thcse  you  will  receive  ycor  pictore;  '\Kt  I . 
cannot  spare  it  firom  my  boaom^  wiiilitflif 
trembling  hand  is  able  to  raiie  it  tdf'inf. 
Itps^  <Mr  do  more  than  sign  tfae  luunfc  of 
thy  repentant,  yet  faithful,   - 

.      <<  CHAÜBt  Dvtf CAS.*' 

~  •  • 

A  time  was  allowed  me  fbr  my  MjAoa^. 

and  recovery  fro  -  .a  fever  of  much  das- 
ger ;  but  which  was,  I  beheve,  of  use  to  mj 
general  health ;  for  I  certainly  was  less  Uabk 
to  illness,  after  this  crisis.  I  expefieoced 
something  of  those  sentiments^  which  the 
dying  Duncan  had  suggested.  I  rejcMcei 
that  he  was  at  peace ;  and  considered  inf 
fate  as  ascertained.  I  could  not  know  mm 
of  grief,  than  I  had  experienced ;  and  in 
a  Submission,  which  necessity^  and,  I  hope 
also^  religion  enforced,  I  settled  into  aadm 
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^  aod  Tiesigoed  frame  of  mind.    My  extreme 

|l(  jbodily  weakness  faveured  for  a  time  thif 

laprc;  placid  condition  of  my  spirits ;  and 

,jpy  rec  yery  promised  to  my  teoder  ^nd 

IMundttOtts  brother^  a  renewal  of  his  com-^ 

j^irts.    He  soon  raentioned  Mr.  Duncan*s 

Donation.    He  told  me,  **  that  luiowing,  as 

Xdid,  that  both  Keith  and  his  wife  were 

jlcad ;  he  thought  it  was  much  the  most 

^^  .prudeat  measuce  to  let  the  property  remain 

r  on  the  stock  books,  as  it  had  done  firom 

ä|_, the  time  of  JVirs.  Duncan*s  committing;her 

r  .money  and  her  reputed  son  to  hi»  trust, 

^.  tili  such  tiniej  as  he  should  become  oTage^ 

His  quitting  England  within  three  or  four 

.   months  of  his  being  so/'  continued  my 

.  j   brother,    **  prevented  any   settlement  or 

«  transfcr  of  the  stock,  but  he  was  roistak ea 

in  his  opinion.of  his  fortune ;  for  it  amounts 

to  no  more  than  two  thousand  pouhds." 

I.  answered  with«  sincerity  that  I  regarded 

it,  whatever  it  might  be,  as  a  common 

■    fund ;.  and  should  leave  to  him  the  dispoi* 

A  Ö 
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salof  it  «I  mcMt  mii  fnl  M  mf  tJIIWljIM  i 
«omfott;  and  h&ng  pcttm^^iSik^ti^ 
diould  not  fire  long,  I  t&ori^  itJM^ 
not  be  better  than  aa  it  waa.  .  He  kMgIrtWj; 

tt  my  prophetic  feartf^  aJanfSkiJI  4M^^Ä(I^1| 
the  pbystcian  had  toldma^ttiöd  a^^lM 
ter  cbance  of  beiog  t«eU '^Ban  -  tiftite^^ 
Kensidgtcm ;  and  he  left  me  WiA  ar  cfe^lft^TM 
fulness,  whichv  sootbed  äie.  Hia  ite^y 
tions  did  not  slackcn.  He' flasriri]ft'«tf&^ 
faction  my  returning  aetllri^,  aod'  ^_ 
quently  obsen^d^  that  I  #«a  n^it^  jMUii^ 
bcautiful.  By  degrecs  kfe  preyailedoo  ttrjr-  if 
relüctance  to  yisit,  and  rcccive  bis  friends;  .  Z 
•  and  I  as  clearly  discovered,  tßat  nly  bn>-  , 
ther  wished  to  see  me  married,  as  I  mäni-  :», 
fcsted  a  repugnance  lo  thc  very  idea  of  er-  »' 
changing  my  condition  foranyothcr*  If 
thus  attained  my  twenty-third  year#  4 
From  this  period,  the  calmness  of  my  «: 
mind  was  disturbed,  by  the  chanfge  I  per-  i 
ceived  in  my  brother's  modes  of  life*  t 
With  anguish  of  soul  I  discoveredy  that  he  .  i 
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W3  tired  of  having  a  sister  without  ambi- 
ion,  and  a  beauty,  as  she  was  called,  on 
ÜB  hands^  who  was  deaf  to  flattery,  and 
rtio  scorncd  iofemy,  howeyer  decoratcd« 
twas  ütilcd  *'  a  romantic  idiot,"  "  a  cold 
md  uoempassioned  statue,  proud  of  8 
form  that  was  daily  becoming  uselcss."  I 
Becatne  resolute ;  and  told  him^  that  with 
ttiyförm  I  would  endeavour  to  gain  honest 
Ibread.  My  spirit  silenced  him.  He 
begged  my  pardon,  and  pleaded  his  con- 
Inction,  that  it  would  be  in  my  power  to 
tenrry  the  libertine,  whom  he  had  eondi- 
fioncd  with  on  easy  terms,  though  not  less 
profitable  to  his  views.  His  fears,  his  re- 
grets  at  seeing  me  waste  my  youth  in  üna- 
"Väiling  sorrow;  his  belief,  that  my  lover 
^•^uld  marry  me  at  the  death  of  an  old 
ferandfather ;  his  wishes  to  do  so  secretly, 

• 

•^cre  placed  before  me.  I  relented, 
Hjough  without  yielding  to  his  dishonour- 
M)le  views,  and  all  was  again  peace  be- 
tWeen  us,    But  I  no  longer  considered 
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Philip  Flamall,  as  the  guardian  of  a  aster*} 
honour.  Under  this  conviction  I  soonaf-- 
ter  saw  Mr.  Flinti  fov  tbe  first  time.  Hc 
came  to  the  house,  as  it  appeared,  en  bu- 
siness;  and  findi-ig  Philip absent»  seemed 
desirous  of  wairit>g  for  hisexpected  retura; 
he  was  acconlingly  conductcd  to  mt^  asa 
cUent  of  too  much  consequence  to  rcipam 
unnoticed  in  the  office.  His  age  and  it- 
spectablr  si;>pcarance,  .induced  me  toshew 
him  every  mark  of  respect.  I  recoUectcd ' 
my  fiither's  r^pinion  of  Mc.  Flint  and  bis 
faniily ;  and  I  tried  to  please  him  by  my 
attention  s.  My  guest  contentedly  main- 
tained  h.s  post  'tili  iry  brother  rcturaed 
at  the  dining  hour;  fortunately  wcwerc 
alone  that  day ;  and  Mr.  Flint,  wJio  ac* 
ccpted  at  once  of  the  invitation,  found 
only  a  table  at  which  economy  presided;! 
rctii^d  as  soon  as  iny  office  was  finished; 
but  I.  was  told  that  hc  meant  to  breakfast 
with.  my  brother  the  ncxt  morning.  Ufl? 
consciously  1  endeavoured  to  securc  to 
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C?  I^ülip  thiB  wealthy  dient ;  and  äs  h  will 
^kai^Mear,  I  socceeded. 

Some  days  aftcr^  my  brothier  mth.  mach 
t^seriousness  inümäed  jene,  that  my  modest 
«nd  Gomposed  depomnent  bad  pleased  Mf. 
W^iat.  "He  has  not only  made  hispro- 
posakto  me  of  joinrnräig  you  in  foar  hua- 
dftdpoonds/<rtfitm»f/'  addedhct  '^but 
he  has  also,  on  bearing  tbe  precise  stajte  of 
my  foftune,  tngaged  to  beftiend  me,  by 
kändsng  me  a.  sum  of  money  wbich  may 
tum  to  good  ac€Ount.  He  knew  my  fa- 
p  thfer,  and  he  ts  no  stranger  to  tiie  difficul- 
■  ties  in  which  he  kft  me  involved." — I  at- 
!  tempted  to  speak — "  Hear  me  to  the  end/' 
'  ^  pursued  he,  *'  before  you  condemaa  bro- 

■  ther  to  a  goal,  This  man's  age,  bis  re- 
tired  habits  of  life,  and  bis  fak  characler 
in  ihe  World  for  bis  uprigbtness,  renders 

^    him  more  an  object  of  veneration  than  of 
^    love.    You  may  recompense  bim  for  the 

■  protection  of  the  farent,  by  the  kind  of- 
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fices  of  thc  daughtery  wfailsr,  by  the  lunoni 
he  solicits^  you  are  secuiing  to  yousseff  tt 
honourable  name  and  independcnce,  and, 
saving  mefrom  ruin ;  for  I  teil  youplaiidyi. 
that  I  am  alrea  :y  in  a  State  of  insolTeHcy, 
in  regard  to  credit.  I  will  have  ycm  t» 
consider  of  the  answer  yon  will  commisnoir 
mc  to  give  Mr.  Flint."  "  It  is  not  neces^ 
sary  to  deli  berate/*  replied  I  weepingbit^ 
terly.  *^  The  knowledge  of  my  reid  »tv^ 
ation  will  at  once  eonvince  Mr.  Ftint^  that 
I  am  not  a  siiitable  companiim  for  Im 
children,  nora  becoming  choice  for  him, 
and  without  adverting  to  the  folly,  whicb 
has  led  him  to  think  of  marriagc,  it  will  be 
enough  that  he  knows^  that  I  am  Dmicans^ 


Wläowy 


Never  shall  I  forget  my  brother's  fury ! 
•'  Be  a  fool  10  the  last !"  cried  he,  *^  See 
me  a  beggar !  blast  my  character  with  your 
own  !  Sink  me  to  a  levcl  with  yöur  high* 
way-robber  !     But  know/*  adde  Jhe  trem- 
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f)  *^  that  I  can  be  as  desperate  as  your 
:ati.  I  will  not  be  an  outlaw  for  one^ 
t  Caa  you  be  so  weak  a,s  to  .think 
if  man  will  marry  you>  under  the  name 
Dancan  ?  What  has  this  miscreant  to 
mth  the  present  question  ?  He  is  dead, 
ritnesses  of  yom  aecursed  marriage  ape 
iTofa  batc  persisted  in  bea^ing^  your 
r^  and  the  chamcterof  an  uAmat«* 
«MiOiaii.  Oh  Härmt  I  let  me  pleäd 
your  youl&>  your  helpless  coitditiott  of 
;  tot  yoftr  innocence,  and  for  a 
wbo  lovcü  you !  Marrjr  this  wor- 
jfmMti  and  let  tne  see  you  protected 
|pm  the  dangcrs  of  the  world  T  I  waf 
lllMued*  I  forsook  the  path  of  rectitude, 
lfcd'3  as  Narrtet  FJamall,  married  Mr.  Flintj 
vfao  was  three  tinies  my  age, 


* 
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CHAP.  IL 


W  E  quitted  London  a  few  days  after 
the  ceremony  was  performed^  and  I  now 
had    leisure  to^  repent  of  my    weaknctt 
and  timidity.     My   introduction  to  my  - 
hnsband's  family  was  homiliating  and  ptio* 
ful  to  the  last  degree  of  auffering  sensibi-  ' 
lity.     I  was  not  only  an  intrudery  bot  I 
was  an  usurper  of  tbe  rights  I  claimed ; 
and  I  feit  that,  in  my  assumcd  title  oiMts. 
FUnt  was^  contained    a  reproach,   whkh 
covcrcd  me  with  confusion  cvery  timcl 
heard  it  pronounced.  "  My  only  conadati« 
on  sprang  from  the  resolution  of  devotiog 
my  life  to  the  man,  whom  1  had  thua  dc- 
ceived.     He  was  fond  of  me,  and  I  stiidi- 
ed  incessantly  to  make  him  contented  with 
bis  v\ife.     I  foolishly  began  to  th.nk  that 
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liould  contribute  tö  ihe  sknder  stock  of 
«nestic  comfoit  which  I  found  at  Fare** 
fld  Hall.  Mr.  Pcrcival  flint^  and  his 
liable  sister  Mary  appeared  to  treat  me 
^One  destined  to  enlarge  their,  and  their 
{fier^s  happiness  t  even  Miss  Flint  seem- 
lioeconcilicd  to  the  youog  moiker-in-hwy 
jjp  had^  in  nö  instance*  abridged  her  in 
piantliority.  I  was  fbnd  of  flowers,  and 
faKly  began  to  enjoy  the  amuiement  of 
|h^0iFden;«  Mr.  Percival  one  moming 
Iped  my  dfessing  room,  where  Lucretia 
P  myself  were  at  cur  needle  work^  xhy 
Ipfaand  having  taken  his  darling  Mary 
fjh  him  in  his  airing ;  his  hands  were 
iicd  with  some  rare  and  beautiful  plants^ 
id  I  found  that  this  was  a  tribut^  to  my 
leidiar  taste.  My  thanks  followed,  and 
ercival  withdrew,  in  order  tp  see  the  plants 
lopcrly  disposcd  of.  **  You  have  con- 
fftcd,"  observed  Miss  Flint  with  a  ma- 
jious  laugh,  ^^  cur  grave  and  solemn 
x>k-worminto  a  usefui  being.    Whata 
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thousand   pities  it  is !  that  Percival  had-. 
not  scen  von  before  his  father  :'*  asthc 
business  i:>  now  managed  he  must.rem^ 
thc    "  dospairing  shcpherd;"  fori  tbink 
thepuWii  cruelty  prohibits  the  son-in-law 
from  marryingthe  mothcr-in-law,  whoin 
many  cases  might  console  the  poor  widow. 
*^  My  countenance  marked  how  little  this 
leviiy  pleased   me."   *•  Dear   mc  !"    pur- 
8ued  8he>  /^  you  need  not  look  so  ofi^nd- 
ed^  or  be  displeased  witfa  so  harovlcss  a  joke  { 
you  cannot  help  Percival's  playing  the 
fool,  nor  prevcnt  people's  thinking,  that 
the  father  at  seventy  is  not  altogetber  so 
handsome  as  the  son  at  twenty-thrce  or 
four  :  you  might  be  temp^ed  to  acknow- 
ledge  this   truth  yourself  wert  it  not  foT 
this  unlucky  relationship  ;  you  conld  not 
in  conscience  deny  that  he  is  much  bettcr 
qualificd  to  suceed  Mr.  Duncan^  than  his 
father'' — I  heard  no  more  ;  for  yielding  to 
terrorand  surprisc  I  fainted,  and  niy  suc- 
cessive  fits  alarmed  the  family  ;  and,  as  I 
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fupposed,  moved  to  pity  tbc  cruel  insultcr, 

.who  had  brought  them  on  me.     She  was 

very  assiduous  and  attentive  to  me  during 

-the  few.  days   of  my  convalescence ;  and 

.with  much  humüity   begged  my  pardon, 

.iaying  tbat  she  had  never  entertained  the 

dightcst  suspicion  prejudicial  to  me  ;  but 

tthat  having  heard  of  a  di  sappointtnent  of 

ra  tender  kind,  which  for  a  time  had  injur- 

edmy  health  and  spirits,  she  frankly  con- 

-fessed  that  she  had  attributed  my  choice 

«of  her  father  to  that  cause  ;  believingthat 

no  woman  with  my  beauty,  and   at  my 

age,  would  prefcr  for  an  husband  a   man 

old  enough  for  her  grandfather.   '^I  neither 

intended  to  reproach  you  for  that  choice, 

nor  to  hurt  your   feelings  by  naming  the 

gentleman     in     question/'      added    she. 

*^  I  simply  wished  to  establish  between  us 

a  confidence  and  friendship  which  I  con- 

ceived  iriight  he  useful  to  us  both.    I  have 

my  secrets,  my  dear  Harriet ;  and  my  heart 

has   suffered  like  your  own,  the  pangs  of 
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unrequiled,  nay,  ahufed  lovc/*  Shc  pro»- 
ceeded  to  inform  me  of  Mr.  Howard*sper- 
fidy.  i^ho,  after  having  gained  her  affec- 
tions^  had  voluntarily  given  himself  up  tp 
the  arts  of  her  sister,  who  with  a  pretty 
face,  and  the  years  of  a  child  had  basely 
supplanted  her  in  the  opinion  of  a  man^ 
whom  she  well  knew  was  necessary  to  her 
happiness;  and  who  had  from  her  very 
cradle  shown  the  greatest  cunning  and  ad- 
dress  in  rendering  every  one  subservient  to 
her  will  ;  and  she  warned  me  at  the  samc 
time  of  her  absolute  power  over  my  hus- 
band. 

Subdued  by  conscience,  and  uncertain 
of  the  extent  of  the  information  whicb 
Miss  Flint  had  gained,  with  the  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Duncan*s  name,  I  accepted  of  her 
apology  ;  and  still  further  tutored  by  my 
brother,  passively  yielded  to  an  authority, 
with  which  I  was  unable  to  contend.  I 
tamely    witnessed   the   treatment    which 
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^Miss  Mary  received  frpm  her  enraged 
ioiipkcable  sister,  and^finall^  saw  thc 
llient  girl  niincd  in  her  fitther's  love. 
Iliisband  was  incensedl  by  some  letters 
fir.  Howdid%  which  feil  into  Lucretia*s 
li ;  these  were  inctutiotisly  preserved 
fte  fond  girl,  and  they  were  certainly 
If  as  Mr*  Howard  had  done  much 
i'-insely  not  to  have  written.  I  eh- 
jbured  to  soften  my  hitsband's  resent- 
f  t  and  I  should  have  succeeded  ;  for 
irred  his  daught^  Mary,  eren,  if  I  may 
Uowed  to  speak,  to  a  degree  of  weak-. 
> ;  and  he  was  wretched  because  she 
nnhappy,.  He  spoke  to  my  brother 
the  subject^  and  discovered  an  inclina«> 
t  to  unity  and  forgivencss,  requcsting 
if  to  employ  his  influenae  with  Lucretia 
^ve  up  to  a  sister  a  man  whom  she 
td  not  win  for  herseif ;  adding,  that  not- 
Istanding  Mr.  Howard  had  so  highly 
«ded  him,  he  wouW  pass  over  every 
lg'  for  the  sake  of  peace^  and  to  con- 
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tcntpoor  Maqr.    JM/iiixdJw 
execating  thU  conmiMu«;.  fl^p^ 
me  .to  täkc  qaxe  J*f  J«^  ^^pphMlh 
"  Wcrc  you  a^7  tiuQgJ^^  fr^t  jq^ 
said  he»  ''  you  wprfd  {Pfcyj^rc.^  .  ji(^ 
pf  your  interfeno^wicbtiiw  10^^  iMhI 
jdone  :  in  time  yoa  wDI  «ir;  ^t  yirnjHly  ; 
iostead  of  your  tyiapt.  ^3^q|tt  iy]||t^^ 

fondncsspf  your  hwbw4*aySP  «ejiii 
she  Iw  dffected  with  ;ber-^^fijpk^;pgl^ 

to  her  sister.    Judge  )öf  W  po«?^  bj^ 

proof  <^it,  and  avoid  4^ndu^^|]|(^,t.^  ! 

will  ruin  yourself^  and  serve  no  ooe. 


ff 


I  believe  it  is  not  udeless  to  m^ntioB 
here^  that  on  my  marrkge  takiag  place  vßf 
brother  took  his  degree  as  barriste^^t^ 
quitting  his  house  in  Red  Xrion  Sq^^ 
took  apartments  in  Lincoln*«  Inn  Fiel^ 
Whcther  his  former  cUents  foigot  irim,  jv 
he  thenij  I  know  not ;  but^o  it  wM;;]tf 
resided  almost  constaotly  at  ^e  HaIIj  jqi^ 
became  useful  to  Mr.  Fliat  in  4;e(uHi  jbr 
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ho^itadity  he  fband.  .  Confiiied  prin- 

\f  ta  tibc  care  of '.  ftimising  and  ntü;«- 

lg  my  Imdiand,   whosit.heal^  yapidly 

:lined  under  the  perpetual  vexations  he 

l  couid  not  belp:  parc^ivirtg  that 

mflueoce   was  sedulbutl]^   watch^d*; 

[^evecy  timci  he  expressed  the  regrets  he 

Lcmced  from  bieing  fM^ented  seeing 

child^  I  was  siispected  of  having  pro- 

Lccd  those  relentings  of  natttfe  in  her  fa* 

and  was  reproached  by  Mr.  Flamall 

iiiy  folly  in  being  Wind  to  my  owri  jn- 

and  I  was  told  that  I  bad  nothing 

•■-to  do  but  to  attend  to  my  husband.  I  per- 

'  fcctly  understood  this  langüäge,  and  I  did 

.  mtUnd  to  my  husband ;  but  it  was  not    to 

.  4eceive,  or  insult  him.     He  was  too  vveak 

CO  be  advised  by  me  ;  and  unhappily  feel- 

iög  at  times  the  State  of  abject  slavery,  to 

which  his  own  weakness  had  reduced  him^ 

ht  veqted  his  resentments  in  peevish  com- 

plaints^  and  angry  reproaches^  that  I  was 

too  passive  and  indifferent  to  defcnd  him 

VOL.   IV.  B^ 
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against  his  tormehtor ;  then,  weeping  like 
an  Infant,  he  would  beg  ine  not  to  leare 
him^  for  that  I  was  his  only  comfort. 

One  day  he  mentioned  the  disposition 

he  had  made  of  his  property,  adding,  that 

his  children  would  think  of  him  when  he 

was  dead^  although   they  had  abandoned 

him  whilst  living.    "  As  to  you,  my  poor 

Harrict,'*   said  he,  "  I  have  taken  care  to 

leave    you   enough    for    your  ambition, 

though  I  can  never  repay  you  for  the  loss 

of  your  health,  which   will  be  destroyed 

by  your  attendance  on  me.  You  will  find,. 

besides  your  jointurc,  a   legacy  of  thrcc 

thousand  pounds,  with  which  you    may 

settle  yourself  comfortably  when  they  send 

you  from  hence  :  this  sum  is  in  your  bro- 

thcr's  hands,  and  he  may  perhaps  recollcct 

when  you  shew  him  the  bond,  that  hc  is 

in  arrears  for  the  interest  ever  since  your 

marriage.  He  was  a  needy  man,  my  Har- 

riet^  when  I  lent  bim  the  money,  and  I 
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: .  Fwayou  not  tö  trust  him  with  yxmr  afikiis 
\  wb^B  I  am  gox>c^  although  Üe  is  your 
l  btother.*!  Tbat  very  eyening  he  was  seizcd 
^*.  vith  convulsions.  I  pass  ovcr  an  internal 
f!j»^3u8pruig  which  was  ^erminated  by*  his 

^^     I  will  not  attempt  to-  describe  my  asto^ 

1^  jushment  on  hearing  the  dcjceased   Mr* 

^  J^int^s  vriXL  read*    Let  it  sufEce  tM  its 

r'.  Contents  were  such  as  astonisbed  cvery  one. 

L^M[y  nanie  only-  appeared  in  it^  as  having 

^'-jbecn  provided  for  at  my  marriage  ;  and  as 

•  it  was  neccssary  to  specify  tjiat  th«  join- 

;  ,tnre  wjiich  häd  so  provided  for  me,  was  to 

,revertto  Miss  Flint  at  my  decease,     on 

.^faüure  of  issue.  I  retired  to  my  apartment 

ovemhelmed  with   grief  and  confuaion. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  might  be  said   to 

,have  haunted  my  Imagination  ;  I  had  wit- 

^ness^d  their  distress  on  hearing  this  unjust 

will  read  ;  they  were   conti  nually  before 

me.;     and  innocent  as  I  was^  I  feit  my 

b2 
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soul  agonised  by  thc  internal  conviction 
which  pressed  upon  me^  that  all  was  not 
honourable,  yct  a  suspicion  of  my  bro- 
ther  reached  only  to  another  enigma. 
What  was  becomc"  of  the  bond  ?  This 
question  was  on  my  lips  more  than  once  ; 
but  Philip  hadsuccecded  in  making  hira- 
self  morc  the  object  of  my  dread  than  con- 
fidence.  To  retire  from  the  Hall  ;  to  as- 
sert  the  ind^pendence  which  I  had  so 
dcarly  purchased  ;  to  sharewiththe  How- 
ards their  father's  bounty,  wcre  the  pur- 
poses  of  my  mind,  andits  support.  In  the 
mean  time  I  was  treated  with  unusual 
respcct  and  attention  by  Miss  Flint, 
who  repeatedly  assured  me,  that  the 
object  of  her  father's  afFections  would  al- 
ways  have  claims  on  her  own  ;  that  she 
could  not  bear  to  see  me  so  depressed  by 
an  event  which  was  to  be  cxpected  in  the 
common  course  of  nature  ;  and  that  if  I 
thought  I  had  not  been  sufficiently  con- 
sjdered  for  the  sacrifices  of  health  and  plea*. 


mre^     she  was  cfertfun  thnt  her  father*8 

'  oHussion  rcsalted  from  his  firm  persuanon 

[_   tbat  we  6hould  always  share  thc  same  abode 

imd  domestic  cornfbrts.  I  Uushed^  and 
^  wplied,  that  I  had  every  reasoQ  to  bc  (oan- 
;  t€iited  with  Mn  Flint^s  generosity  andaf- 
■  Tccdon»  ''  Had  thc  proyisioa  dlotted  mcy ' 
^  sMed  I  with  more  spirit^  ^*  been  vtlj  ^ 
'  -Ibar^  part  of  what  it  is,  I  skould  haife 
:^  .4>eeB  latisfied  ;  for  I  s^ek  onlf  independ- 

.tacci;"^e  looked  disappöinted^aiAl  cbang« 
!  -ifdi  4he  sübjecc  oi  conversation. 

Mj  brothcr  paid  me  a  yisit  thc  foUowing 
tnoming  ;  and  having  in  vain  requesled 
tue  to  take  an  airing,  grew  angry. 
<*  Whcreforc  is  it,  Harriet,"  said  he  with 
a  petulant  air,  *^  that  you  affect  to  play  the 
Ephesian  Matron  with  me  ?  It  iä  impossi- 
We  you  can  regret  the  death  of  a  doat- 
ing,  childish  old  man,  worn  out  by  sufFer- 
ii^s,  at  seventy  and  upwards  ?  To  what 
purpoae  this    seclusion,     this  dejection, 
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these  perpetual  tears  ?  One  would^migiiie 

you  had   already    beea  ^  entombed  foD| 

enoügh  !  But  there  h  no.iemedy  för  i  ib- 

mantic  mind/'  contiifued  He  with  mcüt 

tenderness.  *^  Atiiy  other  woman  büt  yotff- 

self  woold  have  resented  his  waht  t>f  geM^ 

rosity.   You  are  poorly  recompiäiaed,  tkj 

dear  girl,  for  your  watching,  and  fbr  die 

loss  of  your  beauty/*  '*  I  have  enoil^lte 

my  want&Z*  answered  I^  ^^  and  much  moiift 

than  I  deserved/*  *^I  was  not  of  that  opt 

nion^*'  replied  he,   *^  and  sopn  after  yoor 

marriage   gave  Mr.  Flint  to  iindersland 

that  I  thoiight  his  widow  was  but  slender- 

ly  provided  for,  unless  fiirther  considered« 

He  told  me  that  he  had  thought  as  I  did» 

and  had   acted  accordingly.     He  added 

that  you  wcre  the  only  comfort  he  had  in 

this  World  ;  that  he  had  to  tfaank  mefbr 

the  blessing,  and  that  Ishould  find  he  had 

not  forgotten  my  kindness.    I  have  rea« 

*  son,"  continued  Philip,    '^  to  think  that 

he  kept  his  word^  and  destroyed  the  bood 
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Jieheld  against  mcj  for  it  has  not  ap- 
*'  pcarcd."  I  conccaled  my  face  in  thc  sopha- 
•^  cushion^  othcrwis^  he  must  have  perccived 
;*.iriy  astonishment.  "  This  ^  consideration 
jvon  bis  piarr,"  continued  he,  "  has  been 
fhowcverrepaidon  mine,  fori  have  been 
*,  useful  to  him  in  my  professional  way,  and 
?^  ncvcr  charged  him  sixpence."  I  sighed  pro- 
^finmdly— *'Come/'  cried  he,  assuming  a 
l^^öfc  chearful  air,  "  Ict  u«  now  look  for- 
T\ynixd  to  more  pleasing  prospects.  Tou  may 

n 

1  was  now  told  of  his  intrigue  with  Miss 

Flint ;  of  his  unhappily  being  a  married 
^man  ;  and  of  the  worthlessness  of  his  wifc* 
^  who  exercised  over  him  an  empire,  in  all 

things  save  that  of  bearing  his  name.  In  a 
•Word,  Miss  Flint*s  critical  Situation   was 

brought  forward,  and  my  agcncy  was  de- 
'  mandcd  as  the  orily  means  of  saving  her 
:  fame^and  the  infantfromthedisgraceofan 

illegitiitiate  birth,  I  listcned  to  thisdiscourse 
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with  disgust,  and  even  hotror  ;   but,   siip- 
pressing  rny  feelings,  I  told  him  with  firm- 
nc^s,  that  I  had  gonc  already  too  far  into 
concealments^  not  to   dicover  thc   danger 
of  the  road  ;  that  I  meant  to  quit   the 
Hall,    and  had  already  fonr.ed  my  plans 
for   my  future   life.     *^  These,"  addedl; 
burstirig  into  tears,  *^  will  not,  nor  can  bc*- 
subservient  to  your,  or  Miss  Flint*s  views."' 
*^  You  will  change  your  mind,"  replied  he 
jBtcrnly,  *^  when  I  teil  you,  that,  what  yoa 
have  refused  to  dp  from  gratitude  and  a^ec» 
tion  to  a  brother^  may  be  thought  expedient 
to  perform    for  your  own   safety.    Miss* 
Flint  has  known  the   particulars  of  your 
iirst  marriage  from  the  day  you  appeared 
here  as    her   father's  wife.     Morcover  she  ' 
insists  upon  it,  that  you  have  no  legal ' 
proofs  of  Düncan's   death,  nor  any  claim 
to   your  jointure,  from   its  having  been  ' 
granted  under  a  name   and  character  to  \ 
which  you  had  no  right.  You  will  do  well  * 
to  reflect  on  her  teroper,  and  on  your  coHt  ' 
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^-'^oili    ündibt  it  t>it)secHtion  far  higati^. 
l^^lMfj^  ^tidence,  ih   youlr  fiitroiir  ämounts 
f^y  to  tbe  Dutchmati*s  törbal  tttesta- 
of  being  at  Dimcan's  füheral^  and  bis 
and  wül  writtcn  at  Surinam.  These 
ine  are  conclusire  proofs;    but  I 
not  how  '  far  they  wöuld  be  tt> 
t  in  a  cobrt  at  Eksfctor^s  Goitimons ; 
With  what  consequences  at  the  best» 
marrying  when  a  widow  under  yotfr 
tden  name  tnay  be  atjtended.*' — *^  My 
jshmcnt  is  just^**  exclaimed  I»  ^'  I  will 
^ow  the  truth,  I  will  not  take  Mr.  Flint*s 
money.    I  will  go  where   I   may   mourn 
my  lost  happiness    and  die.     I   ask  you 
pnly  to  provide  mc  an  asylum  for  the  mo- 
Bent.     I  will  not  be  a  bürden  to  you." — ^ 
Tehderness  was  next  tried,  my  ruin  in- 
volved  his ;  the  fate  of  a  child  who  though 
fSt  üriborn,  was  ürged  with  many  tears  ; 
i!lis$  nint's  geherosity  to  rtie,  her  attach^ 
llKiit  tö  him  were  not  omitted.  I  Was  Cön- 
^ffered,    ^^  Do  wiih  me  whät  you  will/* 
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Said  I  mournfuUy,  ^'  only  remcmbcr,  Phi- 
lip, who  it  was,  that  spread^the  toils  with 
which  my  soul  is  encompassed  ;  I  caimot 
live  to  see  you  miserable."  He  employed 
much  sophistry  to  convince  me  that  I  was 
cngaged  in  thc  Performance  of  a  meritori- 
ous  work,  inasmuch  as  it  secured  innocence 
from  shame,  and  saved  the  reputation  of 
Mr.  Flint's  daughter :  a  woman  who  had 
rcspected  my  secret,  and  whose  gratitudc 
would  bind  her  to  me  for  life. 


CHAP.  IIL 


I  will  pass  over  the  means  of  deceit  and 

imposition  now^mployed.  I  became  a  no- 
minal mother  to  Philip  Flinß^  and  thc  mca- 
sures  which  had  been  adopted  by  removing 
me  to  London^  in  order  for  my  confine^ 


THE  VICTIM  OF  VILLANT.  35 

•*«ääit^tppeared  to  havo  securedMiss  Flint^s 

»ätäiiQn.    Thus  betrayed  by  others^  I 

some  palliations  to  offer  to  my  up» 

iding  conscience;    The  iniiocent  being 

l^ad  adopted  as  my  owo,  pleaded  still 

powerfully.    I  loved  him  with  a  pa- 

^Vbve,  andl  shdtered  him  from  un« 

repiöach  and  scorn.  In  this  temper  of 

I  became  acquainted  with  Sir  Mur- 

:h  Maclairn.  .  Alas  I  in  the  society  of 

trüih  and  honour  I  was  a  dissembler  !'  How 

oftcn  havc  I  forgottcn,  whüst  listening  to 

his  tale  of  woe,  in  which  all  was  faithful- 

f  Vi 

^   ness,  that  /  was  a  deceiver  !  and  whilst  my 

heart  and  tongue  spoke  his  language,  ^that 

my  life  had  been  for  monthf  a  falsehood, 

^  my  affections  now  betrayed  me  :  I  loved, 

.   and  I  rashly  hazarded  the  peace  and   the 

;   honour  of  the  man  for  wjiom  l  would  have 

^  died.     I  became  his  wife,  and  to  his  noble 

^'■'heart  do  I  appeal :  he  has  found  me   his 

f^faUhfzii  wife.     May  I  not  say  yet  niore  ? 

2^*If  to  have  emulaied  Sir  Murdoch  Mao 
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lairn  in  his  virtues  ;  if  to  have  loved  him 
supremely  ;  if  to  have  known  no  joy  ift 
which  he  has  not  shared ;  if  to  have  ahaied 
mxh  CO  rage  his  sorrows  which  were  i^ 
gravated  to  me  ;  by  thc  bitter  convictiok 
that  I  alone  deservedto  bc  wrctched ;  if  td 
have  thus  acted  is  to  be  a  wifc  ;  thcn  vriÄ 
Sir  Murdoch  Maclairn  pronounce  me  hii 
faithful;,  though  erring  wife.  WitUcss  for 
me,  my  beloved  son.  To  my  Malcolm  do 
I  appeal  ;  to  my  support,  my  onljr  hopife 
in  this  World  !  yoii  have  seen  yoür  moS 
ther's  conflicts  ;  you  have  shJ^red  in  her 
sorrows.  Witness  for  me  that  I  have  lived 
for  no  other  purpose,  but  tq  soothe,  to 
watch,  to  sustain  the  father  whom  yon 
love  and  venerate.  One  incident  which. 
occiirred  in  your  early  life  must  be  men- 
tioncd  here.  You  are  no  stranger,- my 
jon,  to  the  difficuhies  we  had  to  surmount, 
in  consequence  of  your  fathcr's  resolutioil 
to  Icave  tl  e  Hall,  and  to  reside  in  France« 
I  have  frequently  lamenlcd  before  you  thii 
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l  ipui^  ef  my  life.    We  hiid»  howeyer.  m 

dtr-  oonqutircd  the  Opposition  to  our  re- 

I  -the  timc  was  fixed  fi>r  our  journey, 

ev«a  oor  tnlnks  were  prepaiing.  Mist 

'SÜM  Sttw  these  prtparations  with  unfeign^ 

Hadrgritf;  for  let  me  be  just^  she  knew 

IMn^  tnd  she  love^  me.    lieft  your  dear 

Alher  basily  engaged  in  exatmaing  some 

fti^^9t%,  contained  in  a  cabinet  which  had 

bfra  recently  sent  him  from  Scotland^  and 

-nvldi-my  work  bag,  sought  the  idejected 

^  tecretia.    She  was  alone^  in  the  bow  par« 

^'knsr,  and  weeping;  I  was  employed  in 

jP  consoling  her  by  those  arguments  which 

;    had  been  a  thousand  times  repeated^  when 

[   Sliilip,  your  uricle,  entered,   and  suUenly 

;;  took  up  a  book  without  noticing  me.    In 

i  afewminutes  after,  your  father  entered 

%  tbc  room,  and  witha  placid  air  said,  ^'  I 

.    häve  brought  yoa  something  to  see,  ai^d 

admire  ;"  and  placing  a  scnall  ebony  box, 

fichly  inlaid  with  silver  on  the  table  before 

.  ID>  he  succeeded  in  exciting  our  curio^ity* 
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*^  The  casket  is  nothing  to  its  Contents," 

Said  he,  smiling  at  our  admiration  of  the 

box^  and  taking  from   it  a  shagreen  pic- 

ture-case  which  he  opencd.-    "  What  say 

you  to  this  portrait  ?'*  said  he  shewing  us 

a  pretty  large  miniature  of  a  gentleman  in 

a  spanish  habit ;  ^^  did  you  evcr  see  a  morc 

manly,  gräcious  countenance  ?"    We  ex- 

amined  it,  and   to  tlie  praise  due  to  the 

artist,  and   the  noble   Hneaments  he  had* 

preserved,    was  added   our  admiration  o( 

the  rieh  diamonds  which  encircled  it.  "It 

ought  to  have  a   companiön,"  observed 

your  father,  taking  up  another  shagreen 

case,  similar  to  the  one  before  us  ;  but  it 

might  have  been  as  well  if  the  picture  of 

the  lady  had  never  reached  my  band ;  for 

Harriet  may  be  jealous  of  its  Superlative 

beauty.     He  added,  that  the  story  of  the 

lovers  was  long  and  disastrous ;  and  might 

be  the  ground  work  of  a  tragedy  not  un- 

like   in   many  particulars  to  "  the  Fatal 

M^rriage/'     *^  I  rcmember,"    continucd 
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rh^  f^that  when  my  fiither  many  ye^rs 
[^ciDoe  shewed  nie  the  two'  pictures^  he 
l^j^ßfly  mentioned  some  circumstances^ 
f^nhich  touched  mc  to  thc  soul»    He  was 

[hefriend  intrusted  with  tbese  portraits^  and 
nfnük  the  care  of  seeking  oot  an  Infant  json^ 
l^gwho.had  been  conveyed  from  Madrid  when 
hjpfii  vaoTt  than  tbree  days  old ;  and  who 
Is^had  unaccountably  eluded  all  the  enquiries 
^bjwfaich  my  £sither  had,  at  thattime^  been 
^jable  to  make.  '^My  absence  from  Scotland^ 
^|andiny£Either's  death  with  other  eventi/* 
h^  sighed — ^*  obliterated  from  my  me- 
V  mory  this  box  and  the  particulars  I  ba\e 
j  mentioned.  About  amonthsince^  it  was 
}  .sent  me,  having  been  deposited  by  my 
-j^.father  previously  tö  his  death  in  the  hands 
-  of  a  minister  of  the .  Kirk  of  Scotland, 
_. '  He  on  his  death-bed  sent  it  to  me,  with 
;    many     injunctions  to   be  careful  of   it. 

Amongst  scycral  letters  written  in  Spanish, 
j ,  frora  which  I  can  only  discover  the  writers 
i    to  be  of  high  rank,    I  foxuid  also  a  depo« 
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sition  made  by  my  father^  and  addressed 
to  mysclf.    He  informs  me,  that  having 
traced^  as  he  believes^  tbe  ihvaluable  child 
üf  bis  noble  friends,  he  had  sent  bis  mo- 
ther's  picture  to  tbe  faithfui  woman  who 
had  been  the  only  pcrson  privy  to  his  birth, 
and  who  passed  for  his  mothcr.     This  I 
was  instructed  to  do,  added  my  fether ; 
and  the  test  of  the  boy's  idcntity,  rested  Ott 
the  woman's  returning  the  picture,  with 
the  name  of  her  lady  annexed  to  it.     She 
received  it  from  faithfui  hands  ;  for  I  was 
alrcady   on  that  bed  of  deatli,  from  which 
I  am  permitted  to  write  this.     She  said  shc 
»hould  write  to   me  from  London,  having 
in  her  turn  instructioiis  to  follow  ;  and  that 
with  the    witnesses  of  her  integrity  shc 
should  present  herseif  before  me  with  her 
precious  charge,  and  with   transports  of 
joy  make  over  to  my  care  a  youth  worthy 
of  the    Duke  and  Dutchess  ;  she  signed 
hcrself  S,  Duncan.      Philip  advanced  to 
the  table  ;  he  examincd  the  picture  atteft- 
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ly».  '\Does  your  romaoce  finish  here  ?'* 
he»^ ''  So  k  appears/',  replied  my 
odj  '^  othetwise  that  picture,  and  the 
rs  woiild  have  been  reclaimed/'  '^  I 
d'  thiiik  DO  one  will  ai;  preaent  be 
10  Claim  them/*  obaenrcicl  Mr.  Flafa-^ 
'^  I  fear  so  also/*  aadwered  Sir 
h I  '^  bttt  whcnl  am  on  the  Con» 
t  {  ihall  lose  no  öpportuntty  of  gir^ 
ikpi  my  impontant  «-nist^  the  fiumiy.*' 
would  be  d«— d,**  cried  my  bcotfaer 
jjpligbtng,  /'  if  I  went  a  league  out  of  mjr 
pboD  such  an  enaad  P*  ^<  Perhapa  not/* 
DJtwered  my  husbaod  coldly ;  ^*  you  ojay 
fOt  think  it  necessary/*  He  foldcd  up  the 
Ottrait^and,  replacirig  it,withdrew.  '*  What 
i>ity  it  18/ '  cried  Flamall,  as  he  foUowied 
im  with  bis  eye,  **  that  Maclaim  is  not  a 
i|Ätiish  Grandee  !  His  gravity  would  have 
ilited  admirably  with  their  dignity  ;  and 
m  honour  with  their  pride  ;  sotne  pcople, 
od  honest  ones  too^  would  think  the  dia- 
oönds  at  least  a  lawful  prize  in  this  case  ; 
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and  without  a  doubt,  they  have  long  bccn 
considercd  as  lost.  Thfey  would  pay  for  your 
journey,  Harriet,  or  usefuUy  decorate  thc 
foor  Baronet's  ladj'^  I  made  no  answer, 
for  I  was  nearly  fainting  with  emotion  and 
surprisc. ;  but  finding  Miss  Flint  well  dis- 
posed  to  rcply  for  me,  I  left  the  rootni 
and  retreated  from  the  sccne  of  alterci^ 
tion  which  ensued/and  whicH  was  buttoo 
familiär  to  myears.  Your  father*s  iDoeis 
succeeded  to  this  occurrence^  my  dear 
Malcolm»  I  will  hasten  to  inform  yoU|  and 
him  of  the  reasons  whioh  led  me  to  gi?e 
this  incident  a  place  in  my  narrative. 

It  is  now  something  more  tban  five 
years  since,  that  I  was  called  upon  to  feel 
the  füll  weight  of  the  pcnalty  affixed  by 
eternal  justice,  to  the  yiolation  of  trutk 
and  rectitude  of  conduct  In  thc  duties 
before  me,  the  remembrance  of  the  un- 
fortunate  Duncan  had  been  softened  down 
into  the  placid  hope  of  his  bcing  at  peacci 
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;Jk|iiiH>*titat  Jbad  apparently  forgotten  Ihat 
;ti  9^  being  had  ^  evefr  existed.  A  more 
te  concern  engaged  her  mind^  and 
tier  excessive  fondncss  of  her  son. 
tsp  a  dislike  to  you^  and  a  jellöusy 
Ijdm  mother,  which  harassed  me  and 
her  unfaappy.  Seyeral  circum- 
whicfa  I  need  not  recall  to  jour 
^  ^rov^  to  her,  -that  the  ^ye  of 
r  Fktnally  and  her  own  sheltered  de« 
:»  was  noC  without  the  animal  in- 
defiending  her  oflfspring;  and 
in  these  contests^  the  name'^f  Dun^ 
never  escaped  her  lips.  This  genero- 
jnty  was  not  lost  ypon  me,  who  had  to 
tain  th^  cruel  and  barbarous  hints,  not 
imfrequently  dropped  by  my  brother,  in 
d  to  a  subject,  too  painful  to  be  en^ 
gcd  upon ;  and  which  produccd  no 
dtber  effect,  than  that  of  makiiig  me,  more 
and  moire,  the  inmate  of  your  fatlier*s 
tment» 
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I  had,  aa  usual,  seca  tey  bckyted^. 
tient  quietly  tasting  rfiat  nepotc  wfakt^JM 
Agitated  mind  required ;  and  I  kft.  liäipi 
to  take  my  accustomed  walk  in'  ^^^ 
nulc.       A  radiant  rapoo^    witih  -Üic  ftk-:'^ 
evening  breeze,  which  had  aacrcedci^ 
i  sultry  day,  cheered  loe,  and  I  >aiiitjy4 
until  you  met  mc  oo  fofn  retom.  f^ 
your  friends  at  the  Artsu^   Wcnjßf^ 
the  scene  arotind  iss  aod^  fbr  aiiittftti|||i 
convcrsed  at  durcase»  on  die  scM  tv||||^' 
the  oaky    but  heariag  tho  tutttt  fkjillff 
chiming  the  three  quarters  after  ten,  I  fM 
to  return  to  the  house ;  when  suddenljr^  a 
wretched  looking  man^  sprang  firom  Übt 
covert  near  us,    and  ran  with  swiftnoa 
down  the  avenue.     You  instantly  diso* 
pated  my  alarm^  by  telling  me  it  was  a 
sick  sailor^  whom  you  had  met  and  nt 
lieved  that  aftemoon,  on  your  way  to  Mr. 
Wilson's.     He  had^    it  appeared,    beco 
ship-wreckcd^  and  was  begginghis  way  10 
his   friends   in    London.      You  finisbd 
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litde  Story,    by  adding,   thät  *you 

he  had  straUed  into  the  arenue,' 

had  £ülen  adeep.     We  pafted  fbi* 

night,  and  I  tfaought  ho  more  c/ß 

mencficant  aailär.      The   following 

[ng/£  «gain  r^ured  to-  the  avenüe, 

aboiit  eight  o'clocky  and  again  P 

my:  seat  at  the  oak.    Again^  did  I 

i^.tkb  miserable  object  slowly  advancisg 

b  ine ;'  his  ghastly  countenanee  ei;^ 

L'  my.  compassion,  not  my  feani,  and  I 

to  xneet  him,  with  fxxne  silver  in  my 

idL   He  stopped,  leaning  hitnself  ag^nst 

rce;   and  wiping  his  face,  as  though 

it.with  hunger,  gazed  upön  me.     *^  Do 

»t  advance,"  cried  I,  quickening  my  pace, 

honest  fricnd  I  am  Coming  to  give  you  a 

le.*'     He  groaned,    dropped  a   sealed 

;ket.  and  dartcd  from  me  with  speed. 

Terrors  too  powcrful  for  language  as- 
p^led  me  !  I  gasped  for  brcath^  and,  fbr 
ibme   minufes,  stood  motionless^  gazing 
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at  the  fleet  and  dreadful  spectre ;  fbr  such 
he  secmed.  At  the  Stile  he  turned ;  and 
from  its  elevation  sdll  saw  me,  he  Struck 
his  breast  and  head;  then  vanished.  A 
sudden  conviction,  shot  through  my  con* 
founded  senscs ;  I  seized  the  parcel ;  it 
was  addressed  to  Lady  Maclairn,  and  \n 
the  well  remembered  characters  of  Ciarks 
Duncan.  I  placed  it  in  my  bosom ;  and 
was,  I  believe^  indebted  to  the  air  for  the 
preservation  of  üfe ;  for  I  did  not  faint,  al- 
though  uaconscious  of  time.  Your  checr- 
ful  voice,  Malcolm,  as  you  approached  me 
singing,  rouzed  me,  and  1  attempted  to 
rise  ;  but  again  I  sunk  on  the  seat  I  had 
quitted,  and  burst  into  tears,  You  saw 
my  emotion,  my  dear  son,  and  in  reply 
to  your  enquiries  I  made  th«  usual  an- 
swer,  for  the  dejcction  of  my  spirits,  ad- 
ding,  that  I  had  again  seen  the  vagabond 
in  the  avenue,  at  a  distance,  and  not 
chusing  to  advance,  had  kept  near  the 
house^  not  altogether  without  fear.    ."  I 
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OObet:  him,*'  returned  you^  ^^  and  told  him 
tfa^  he  was  trespassing,  and  that  he  must 
oot  be  Seen  in  the  avenue.  He  said^  ht 
hoped  he  should  be  many  neiiles  froin  it  in 
twenty^four  hours,  meaning  to  pursue  his 
reute  ^before  sun-rise  the  next  morning. 
Hc  begged  my  pardon ;  he  had  been  in* 
duced  to  seek  the  relief  his  miseries  need- 
tdk  but  finding  the  lady  was  alarmed  had 
retreated.  I  commended  him  for  his  at- 
tention, and  rewardcd  him  with  some  sil- 
ver."  "  He  has  done  me  no  härm,"  re- 
plied  I,  *'  for  I  was  not  much  disposed  to 
ranable,  feeling  languid  before  I  Icft  the 
house/*  I  was  no  sooner  arrived  there, 
than  I  retired  to  my  room ;  and  with  ago- 
nies,  which  it  is  bcyond  my  power  to  dc- 
scribe»  I  read  as  foUows, 

'*  To  Lady  Maclairnr 

'^THEpoor,  the  outraged,  thevilified 
Charles  Duncan  lives  to  proclaim  his 
wrongs  !  to  povir  forth  his  sorrows  before 
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the  only  being  on  earth  who  will  pity 
him  I  He  lives  to  redeem  bis  honour 
firom  the  disg^race  and  eternal  infam j^.igf 
laaving  deserted  the  woman,  whom  in  1^ 
presence  of  his  Maker,  he  vowed  to  che^ 
rish  and  protect.  He  .Uvea  t9  take  yen* 
geance  on  hift  oppressors !  He  live»  tb 
behold  thee  once  more !  and  then  deatb 
will  close  hi$  account  here  !  The  grave 
will  be  his  bed  of  reposc  !  ^  Heaven  will, 
in  its  own  time^  explain  to  him,  where-  , 
fore  he  existed ;  and  to  wfaat  purpose  he 
has  sufFcred  !  !  1 

4 

*^  I  am  composed,  my  Harnet.  I  have 
Seen  thee,  I  have  heard  thy  gentje  voice  ! 
listened,  in  breathless  silence,  to  the  pure 
eflFusions  of  thy  spotless  mind;  heard. my 
Harriet,  my  wife,  my  all  that  Heaven  has 
given  me  !  speak  to  her  son^  praise  his  fr- 
lial  duty  io  hisfather  ;  heard  that  that  pa- 
rent  had  been  smuteny  stricken  by  the 
hand  of  adversity  !     Heard  her  call  him, 
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^-  ter  dcar  Maclaim^^   her  hdpless,  her 

:  tmfiMtunate  husband  !     Was  this  the  lan-> 

/'  jpugc  to  heal  my  broken  spirit  ?     No : 

■;  hon  it  was  that  which  has  fcttercd  cvery 

;  'ttnnultuous  passion  of  my  soul !     I  would 

-.  AM  fcMT  worlds  speak  to   you,    Harriet; 

\.  :1  would   not  for   worlds  approach  you  I 

^   No :    I  would  refuse  your  ofFcred  love  ! 

\  What!    brand  with  infamy  thy  spotless 

\  .harne !     Sink  the  honourable  wifc,    thc 

'-  Y-irtuous  mother  to  be  the  sharer  of  my 

wretcbed  condition  !     The  companion  of 

f  .a  reputcd  robber,  a  worthless  vagabond ; 

\    of  a  being  who  can  claim  no  affinity  but 

;    to  thc  earth  he  treads  !     No ;    Harriet, 

'    thy  Duncan  is  not  yet  so  poor,  so  abject ! 

:,,  Scorned,  and  sunk  as  he  may  be  in  your 

.  eyes,  he   yet  proudly  maintains  his  claims 

to  the  recompense  of  long  sufFering  and 

paticnce.     This  is  not  Duncan's  theatre  of 

glory  !     But  he  has  before  him  an  inheri- 

tance,  and  a   home  ;  and  he  has  only  to 

press  fonvard  to  attain  it. 

YOL.   IV.  c 
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"  The  Wlfe  of  Sir  Murdoch  Maclaim  ; 
the  mother  of  his  children  ;  thc  prop  and 
corpfort  of  his  life  is  in  my  eyes,  encom- 
passed  by  an  host  of  angcls.  Shali  the 
wretched  ^Duncan  invade  the  blessings  öf 
anöther  ?  No,  Harriet.  Hchas  beheld  you 
for  the  last  timc.  Live  and  die  a  smtable 
inhabitant  for  a  better  world  !  Live  to  be 
reverenced  by  your  children's  children  ! 
Live  to  be  called  the  Matron*s  pride,  and 
your  sex's  boast.  Only  think  of  me,  as 
a  man  who  was  once  thy  love ;  as  one  in- 
capable  of  forgetting  you.  Think  of  me 
as  one,  who  would  sooner  have  been  what 
he  has  been  cruelly  believed  to  be,  than 
have  basely  left  thee  to  the  tortures  of 
doubt  and  suspense,  and  abandoned  toaa 
insulting  world.  Think  of  me  only  asan 
unfortunate  man,  as  one  whom  you  may 
•pity,  as  one  who  will  soon  be  r^moved: 
as  oAe  whose  heart 

^'  AgainI  take  up  my  pen.     Again  the 
tumult  of  my  senses  is  calmed.   I  can  now 
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;WC€^     I  <^ui  thank  God  that  yqur  bro- 

^  ^h^  is^fkbscnt.    I  can  pray,  my  Harnet ! 

^^^aHiSec  thc  God  of  mercgr  allaying  the 

,^itQrfE^  aadsmoothing  mypassagc  to  hiöi- 

,,,fc\f.f:are%vell:  I  haveonly  to  see,  thatyou 

t  are  in  po$se8sion  of  my  justrfication ;  aod 

,  tben  shaii  seas  again  separate  us^  whjlst 

j .  my  soul  still  fondly  clings  to  diee.    .Farc ' 

.well  !  Farewcll ! 

"  Charles  Duncan/' 

^^  You  have  not  forgotten  the  hour  of 
\  our  Separation,  Harriet !  You  cannot  have 
obliterated  from  your  memory  my  agonics^ 
on  trusting  to  thewinds  and  waves  my 
wife,  my  hopes,  my  all !  You  cannot  have 
forgotten  my  vows  of  love,  of  fiddity,  of 
truth.  What  must  have  been  the  arti- 
fices,  the  machinations  employed  to  be- 
guile  you  of  your  confidence  in  Charles 
Duncan  !  But  have  I  not  before  me  an 
evidence  of  that  subtle  mischief  which 
man,  whcn  lost  to  all  that  is  manly,  can 

C2 
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cflfect  ?  Was  thy  innocence  a  match  fbr 
villany  ?  Thy  weakness  an  armour  against 
cruelty  ?  What  have  not  bcen  thc  means 
employed  to  ruin  fhee  as  well  as  myself ! 
Oh  Being  of  infinite  justice  f  to  thee  do 
i  look  up  for  a  Solution  of  all  my  doubts  ^ 
I^et  me  still  hold  fast  my  only  consolation  ^ 
my  Harriet,  my  wife  Stands  blameless  in 
thy  sight,  and  in  my  bosom.  Sbe  is  still 
cherished  as  the  faithful^  but  deluded,  per- 
haps  fatally  deluded,  victim  of  baseness 
and  cruelty. 

**  A  gain  fercwcU  !'* 

This  lettcr  had  cvidently  been  writtcn 
after  my  alarm  in  the  avenue  by  thc 
wretched  writer's  sudden  disappearance. 
His  narrative  was  detaclied  from  it,  and 
bore  several  dates,  as  will  appear ;  may 
heaven  in  its  mercy  lend  a  portion  of  its 
never-^failing  conipassaon  to  tfaose  to  whom 
the  miserable  Haniet  now  consigns  it  ! 
May  they  pause  fr.om  time  to   time.^  and 
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cöntempläte  the  noble  rim  thus  cxhibited 
'to'their  view  !  For  Maclairn's  justice  will 
acknowlcdgc  it  to  be  sucft ;  and  he  will 
applaud  thc  woman,  who,  although  shrink- ' 
ing  from  the  consciousncss  of  guilt,  dares  to 
avöw  her  veneration,  and  love  for  virtue. 
She  must  indeed  be  sunk,  who  coulderase 
from  her  memory  a  man  like  Charles  Dun- 
can ;  and  Maclairn  will  understand  and 
frct,  that  the  heart  would  be  unworthy  of 
his,  which  should  not  havc  roora  for  sufFer- 
-  ing  and  oppressed  innocence,  and  a  me- 
mory faithful  in*  its.tribute  of  sorrow  and 
«yoipathy,  gratituHe  and  admiration^  for  a 
man,  who  not  only  loved  her,  bat  also 
hcrfame,  better  than  himself.  Yes  :  he 
w  ill  acknowledge  that  his  Harriet,  even  in 
these  tears,  which  she  gives  to  sufFering  and 
departed  worth — but  Ict  me  hasten  to  he 
conclusion  of  a  task  which  duty  prescribcs, 
before  my  sinking  spirits  faint* 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Charles  Duncans  Narratwd:. 

I  will  be  calm.  Is  it  fit  for  a  wretch  like 
nie  to  flinch  at  the  sight  (>f  inaninrate  ob* 
jepts  ?  To  tremble,  and  fairrt  in  a  stteeh 
because  oncc  trodden  by  my  fect,  when. 
youth  and  hcalthglowed  in  my  check,  and^ 
hope  \h  my  bosom  ?  Is  it  for  me^  familiär 
with  misefy,  to  droop  at  the  view  of  that 
abode  in  which  I  once  for  a  momcnt  grasp- 
cd  the  fleeting  form  of  happiness,  gazed 
on  her  iiiiage,  and  fixed  her  lineaments  on 
my  heart,  and  then  I  saw  her  vanish? 
No  :  Duncan  ought  to  have  a  soul  braccd, 
an  arm  nerved  for  the  work  before  him. 
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His  Maker  has  not  forgotten  the  work  of 
his  band.  He  will  triumph,  even  In  this 
World  !  Oh  raemory,  unfold  thy  tablets ! 
Show  to  my  injurcd  wife  the  man  she  Ibv- 
ed;  the  man  she  has  wept  a&  worthless'i 
ü-      and  then  !  ! — 

Is  it  needful  for  me  to  recall  to  my 
Harriet's  rccoUection,  our  mutual  doubta 
•f  Flamairs  honour  and  principles;  as  these 
appeared  in  hi&conduct  to  me,  they  were 
girounded  oa  his  eyading  eycry  enquiry  I 
Hoade  relative  to  the  deceased  Mrs;  Dan- 
lean^  efttcts  and  papers.  Bat  I  kad  still 
S3^ore  convincing  proofs  of  his  real  charac- 
ttx  than  I  discovcred  to  his  sister.  I  saw, 
tfeat  in  his  professional  line,  he  had  few 
elients  of  respcctability,  and  that  he  was  a 
rascal.  Determined  on  my  conduct  as 
soon  as  I  could  legally  call  on  him  to  ac^ 
count  for  his,  I  simply  declared  to  you  my 
purpose  of  quitting  his  house  the  day  I 
thould  come  of  age ;  and  you  concurred 
in   this  plan.     Is  it  necessary  to  rcmind 

c4 


56  LABY    MACLAXlUr, 

you  of  tbose  tcnder  fears  and  apprehensi« 
ons  which  resuhed  troin  ourunion  !     Oh^ 
DO  !    you    cannot    have  forgottcn  them^ 
nor  my  arguments  for  your  immediatcly . 
kaving  a  house,    in  which  you  wcrc  sub- 
jected  to  pcrpctual  alarms.     You  will  aUo 
recollect,  that  we  both  belicved  cur  liber- 
ality  to  the  Keiths  had  bound  them  to  cur 
interest;   particularly    Mrs.   Keith,   wbo 
had  gratefuUy  acknowledged  my  gift  of  ^ 
Mrs.  Duncan's  apparel,  and  the  littlc  ad-, 
yantagcs  which  her  slender  purse  dcrivcd 
from  her  being  my  hundress. 

Passing  near  her  house  one   morning^ 
just  bcfore  you  left   London   with  your 
^  friends^  the   Hatchways,   a  dray-man  so^ 
completely  bespattered  me,  that,  in  ordcr' 
to  shun  the    laughter   of    the     divcrted- 
witnesses  of  this  mischance,  I  took  refuge 
at  Mrs.  Keith's :  knowing  that  I  could  thcrc 
chaiige  my  linen,  &c.    During  her  kiud 
Offices  about  me,  I  observed,  that  she  had 
bcen  weeping ;  and,  whilst  waiting  for  my 
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fftt  to  dry^  her  dejection  led  me  to  ask 
ir'what  had  disturbed  her,  "  Önly  thc 
8story/'answeredshc,  tveeping  anew,  "I 

Ar 

k  weary  of  my  life;  my  husband  was  never 
*  •  . 

tod  ;  but  of  late  he  is  a  brüte,  and  beats 
r»  bccause  I  cannot  go  to  market  without 
$bey.     God  help  me,  I  am  too  honest 
?  Patrick  r*  ''  Heought  to  husband  bis 
lliiey  better,**  rephed  I,  *^  ]ie  is  in  con- 
^t  employment  with  Mr.  Flamall  I  find, 
3  he  isagood  copier.**  **  He  will  never 
d  that  any  thing  he  gains  from   thatr 
arterwill  thrive,"  answered  she,  colour- 
g^    with     resentment;     "     the    good 
I  proverb    is  against    him.      What  is 
k  by  the  dcvil's  means  will   go  as   it 
ACIC.**     "  You  ought  not  to  blame  Mr. 
Binall,**  observed  I,  prolonging  my  toi- 
^  "  that  he  cannot  teach  your  husband 
take  care  of  the  money  he  earns  :  Flani- 
,.is  not  a  spendthrift.'*   **  He  is  too  cun- 
ig  for  you  to  understand,"  rcplied  she, 
idding  her  head  significantly,    '^  but  he 
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will  soon  show  the  cloyen  foot ;  wbat  is 
to  beicomc  of  you,  when  your  wiie  wants 
a  cradle  for  her  poor  habe  ?  Patrick  swears 
that  I  shall  not  take  her  in  :  the  Lord  hclp 
you  both ;  there  will  be  such  doings^  and 
no  Mrs.  Duncan  to  stand  by  you  with 
herpurse!"  ''  I  defy  Mr.  Flamall,"  an- 
swered  I,  "and  will  soon  let  him  know  thät 
1  can  pratect  niy  wife  %  in  less  than  four 
months  I  shall  be  master  of  my  dcar  mo- 
ther*s  little  provision,  and  with  that,.  and 
industry,  my  Harriet  shall  have  a  cradle 
for  our  infant/*  She  shook  her  head  de- 
spondingly,  "  Poor  soul  !"  said  she  ;  **it 
is  perhaps  happy  for  her  that  she  fe  rcmov- 
cd,  she  loved  you  bctter  than  many  real 
mothers  do  their  children  ;  it  Would  havc 
grieved  herto  see  you  set  fast  so  young. 
"  How  came  you  to.  know  this  secret  ? 
asked  I,  without  betraying  my  emotions. 
*^  Because  I  heard  Mrs.  Duncan  say,  that 
-she  was  not  your  mothcr,"  answered  she^ 
"  when  she  gave  her  dying.instructiojas  ta 
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vour  honesf  guardian  with  the  pocket  boofe 

ror  you,  in  casc  you  outlived  her  :  besides 

iAm^  I  could  say  more  if  I  pleased  ;  but  I 

jdio  not  wish  to  bring  Patrick  to  the  gallows^ 

Jic  will  find  the  road  withoiit  my  help  ! 

4  »ce  his  tender  marks,"  added  she,  weep- 

,ing,   and  uncovering  her   bbsom.    It  was 

'  bruised.  My  compassion  soothed  hcr^,  but 

_  «hc  became  moreguarded;  and  only  con- 

'  ftssed  that  I  had  not  been  well  used,  add- 

-  ix)g,  ^^  I  have  said   enoiigh  to   you,  arnd 

jfthould   my  husband    know  it,  he  would 

-taMderme.  But  the  time  may  come,  when 

you  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  me.     I 

have  not  forgotten  the  black  pocket  book, 

irorthe  letters  on  it,  studded  with  silver, 

-nor  what  is  more,  the  bänk  notes  it  con- 

tained.  I   know  that  ien  hundred  male  a 

ihousandy  as   well   as  the   lawyer.     Bttty 

Keith  is  neither  deaf  nor  blind."     In  vain 

did  I  urge  hf  r  to  be  more  explicit.  ^'  So  I 

will,  -  when  I  am  upon  oath,"    answered 

she  ;  **  but  you  can  do  nothing  at  present. 
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and  yoii  muft  be  gone.  My  husbandmay 
retum,  and  he  will  suspect  I  have  heda 
pratingj  as  he  calls  it^  when  I  do  bat  tum 
the  tongue  in  my  head."     I  toök  the  hiot, 

• 

and  glving  her  a  guinea,  left  the  room* 
You  were  on  the  eve  of  your  litlle  voyagc, 
ill  and  dejected,  and  I  forbore  to  add  to 
your  inqüietude.  Your  departure  £3]lowed, 
and  Duncan's  fate  advanced  to  the  crisis 
which  terminated  his  hopes  and  prospccts 
in  this  worhl.  A  few  days  passed.  My 
bosom  was  relieved  of  iis  fears  for  your 
safety  ;  you  wrote  in  spirits ;  and  you  con- 
curred  in  your  secbnd  letter^  in  my  plan  o£ 

removing  you  from  Y th  to  the  north ; 

and  from  thence  declaring  your  marriäge 
to  your  brother.  At  this  juncture  I  re-. 
ceived  an  anonymous  letter ;  it  was  dated 
from  Helvoetsluys,  the  language  English, 
with  foreign  idioms.  The  writer  signiified 
that  he  was  depiited  by  my  parents  to  in- 
form me,  that  the  mystery  in  which  my 
birth  had  been  involved  was  removed; 
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j^t  fbr  many  cogent  reasons^  which  should 
<i^  explained^  he  was  commissioned  to 
imeet  me  at  Harmcfa ;  that  he  should  per<- 
Jbaps  be  there  as  soon  as  his;  letter ;  but 
'4it  all  hazards  in  a  few  days,  and  should 
Jfnkit  my  arrival  at  the  Ship-  inn.  '^  Be 
UMily  anxious/*  added  he^  ^  to  be  punc- 
.ieair  to  this  rcßdezvous.  Measures  foi 
jour  future  destination  in  the  world  will 
jesnlt  from  this  interview.     Be  oa  the  re- 

■ 

fOTC  with  those  about  you^  and  above 
Ay  trust  not  the  nian  who  calls  himself 
"your  guardian ;  he  has  an  eye  over  him 
<which  he  little  suspects,  and  he  will  have 
An  account  to  settle,  not  with  the  ohscure 
und  friendkss  Charles  Duncan,  but  with 
an  arm  of  power^  which  shall  crush  him> 
as  the  Spoiler  of  the  widow  and  the  or* 
phan/* 

You  will  imagine  that  n^  whole  souI 
was  fixed  on  accomplishing  the  joumey 
to  Harwich.  It  so  entirely  engaged  my 
thoughts^  that  I  spoke  of  my  intention  to 


Simons^  saying  I  should  ask  Mr.  Flimatr 
for  a  week  or  teadays  holiday,  in  ordcr  to 
iMet  a  friend  at  Harwich,     **Hewillre* 
fase  you,"  replied  he,  "  foriic  wants  you 
in  the  office  to  supply  his  own  absence; 
He  can  find  leisure  for  his  own  jaunts^ 
bvit  he  thinks  not  of  us/'     *'  I  will'  not  be 
refosed,'*  replied  I  cagertjr,  '^  then  do  as  F 
do  in  such  cases/'  said  he  ;  "  Send  yonr 
trank  ofF  before  youy  and  take  a  Frencb  - 
leave  when   you  can,    in  order>  to  bring, 
bome  your  portmanteaAi :  thcre  will  be  no  • 
end  of  his  objections  !'* 

I  availed  myself  of  Simon  s's  counsel^  and : 
sent  a  small  portmanteau  to  the^  Harwich 
coach  that  evening.      On  the  ibllowing 
morning  I  civilly  requested  your  brother. 
to  spare  me  ten  days  or  a  fortni^bt,  ex- 
plaining  to  himmy  wishes  in  part,  .  by  say-  • 
ing,  that  I  expected  to*  raeet  a  iriend  at 
Harwich,  and  we  shmdd  probably  make  a^ 
little   excursion   togethcr.       Good  God, 
fcow  delightfül  were  my  prospects !   for 
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'r       •     • 

Atst  wcre  bounded  by  seeing  you  and  an** 
'  ttouncing  my  parents  to  you !      Some' 
Questions^  for  which  I  was  preparcd,  fol- 
^  lÄMired :     reluctance     gradually    yiclded» 
"**.  He  thought  it  but  an  idle  expence ;  but 
;z  had  bcen  frugal,  and  thereforehe  should^ 
Tbüt  refiise  mc;"  and,  opening  his  desk, 
Tit  t)aid  mc  my  quartferly  stipend  of  twenty 
jg;irincas,    which    had   becn  due  nearly  a 
f^oiith.     He  soon  aftertold  Simons,  that 
phc  was  going  with  a  party  of  friends  to 
■iWindsor,  and  should  not  retnm  for  a  day 
^  pT  two ;  then  carelessly  asking  me,  when 
"and  how  I  intended  to  journey,  he  left  us ; 
.  «hakrng  me  by  the  band,  and  with  a  Ju- 
'*  das's   smile,    hre   bade   me     *^  remember 
that  my  pur^e  had  not  the  virtue  of  For- 
*  tunatus's.'*      Simons  boasted  much  of  a 
horse  which  a  friend  of  his  let  out ;  and  so 
strongly  pointed  out  to  me  the  advantages 
öf  travelling  in    this  mode,  that  I  went 
whh  him  to  the  livery  stable,  in  order  to 
See  the  animal  thus  recommended.    It  had 
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been  a  fine  one ;  but  had  been  riddei> 
down,  and  I  should  have  given  up  ony 
project  of  nding  on  hoFScback  but  fo£  his^ 
persuasions.      He^  was  certain  tbe   beast 
would  travel  well  with  ir.e,  and  return  bet- 
ter  than  when  he  set  out ;.  the  terms  were 
casy,  and  to  please  Simons^  I  consented  to 
pleasc   bis  friend,    the  proprietor  o£  th^- 
horse.     Amongst   the  various  arguments. 
he  used  was  one^    which  had    probably 
turned  the  scale.     I  could  run  down  ta 
Bumford  that  night ;    the  horse  had  been 
at  the  manger  the  whole  day,  and  the  re-« 
mainder  of  the  road  to  Harwich  was  light 
work.     This  project. was  adopted;  buta 
heavy  rain  stopped  me  for  some  hours; 
and  it  was  nine  o*clock  in  the  evening. 
when  I  mounted  and  parted  with  my  offir 
cious   fricnd  at  the   livery   stähle.     The. 
clouds  were    dispersed,    and    the  moon^, 
though  not  in  her  zenith,  favouring  mc, 
I  proceeded  on  gently.    The  horse  was. 
stifF  with  fatigue,  and  I  found  that  Sir 
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mons  had  ^^taken  me  in/'  to  use  his  own 
^^luaint  language.  I  was  within  half  a  mile 
^.  Woodford,  a  village  on  the  Epping 
ftoad,  when  I  was  accosted  by  name^  by  a 
Jnui  whom  I  recoUected  having  seen  once 
Ipr  twice  in  your  brother's  office.  He 
y^hccked  the  bridle^  and  ciYility  obliged 
|ppe  to  stop.  £nquiries  after  Mr.  Flamairs 
lealtb^  were  foUowed  by  wondering  to 
iCit  me  so  late  on  such  a  road.  '*  I  may 
ander  in  my  turn/*  answered  I^  for  you 
tre  more  to  apprehetid  from  this  damp 
^ning  thaii  I  have.  Bat  you  will  exciise 
jjne»  I  am  hastening  to  Stretham^  still  some 
-flules  from  hence«  I  spurred  my  horse  and 
bowing>  wished  liim  a  good  night.  He 
■^risouting  after  me,  *^  Look  to  your  pistols, 
lyoung  man.'*  I  had  pistols  with  me^  but 
J  needed  them  not.  I  proceeded  unmo- 
Icsted  in  my  journey  tili  within  a  mile  of 
Kumford ;  when  the  miserable  beast  I 
.«de  making  a  trip,  feil ;  and  I  received  a 
jcontusion  on  my  knee,  that,  for  a  time. 
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prevented  my  rising«  and  totally  disabied  . 
me   from  mounting  again.     With  muck 
difficulty  I  rcached  aa  inn  at  Rumford,  '- 
leading  the  horse,  and  in  my  wish  to  find- 
shelter^  I   became  indifferent   to  accom-». 
modatlons.     I  took  the  first  houae  thai 
was  open^  and  found^  with  civility^  a  bdd| 
to  which.I  instantly  repaired.    The  aest 
moming  I  found  the  injury  I  had  receivcd 
too    serious    to    allow  me    to   prosecote 
my  joumey.  withc^t  hazard,  oi>  SimoQs!^ 
vaunted  horse.    I  therefore  sent  the  beaai  ^ 
homc^  with  anote  to  Simons^  mentioiiiflg;  • 
my  accident^  and  the  nccessity  I  was  uiw  ; 
der  of  pursuing  my  journey  iis^  a  post 
chaise,  as  it  was  absolutely  my  purpose  to- . 
be  31  Harwich   on   the  Saturday.      My 
hostess^  had^  in  the  mean  time,  with  muc^. 
bumanity  applied  her  infallible  nostrum  « 
to  my  knee ;  and,  on  my  quitting  her  the 
JDllowing  day,  she  generously  insisted  oa. 
my  taking  some  of  the  ointment  with  me^. 
assuring  me>.  that  by  bcing  repeated^  it 
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wofAd  relieve  not  only  the  tumour,  but  tlie 
pain.  In  this  point,  she  was  however 
Bistaken;  and,  on  reaching  the  appointed 
Bit  at  Harwich,  I  could  not  stand  on  my 
legs;  The  waiter,  who  assisted  me  inta 
the  house^  asked  me^  whether  my  name 
WM  Duncan  ;  and  being  answered  in  the 
affintaativö^  he  proceeded  to  teil  me,  that 
a^personhad  called  twice,  within  the  hour, 
ko  enqnire  &sr  mee.  Not  doubting  but 
this  was  my  incc^nito  friend,  and  that  he 
weold  retiurn  to  the  house,  I  ordered  him 
tu  *be  condncted  to  me,  and  dismissed 
the^  man  for  some  coffee.  During  this 
interral  of  suspense  and  cariosity  my  knee 
8(£cited  my  attention ;  it  was  extrcmely 
painful^  and  I  had  recourse  to  my  Rumfbrd 
Uodlady^s  specific  for  a  bruise.  Whilst 
employed  in  applying  mt)st  assuredly  what 
möst  assuredly  augmented  the  evil,  the 
door  of  the  apartment  was  suddenly 
epened  ;  and  to  my  inconceivable  surprise 
^mons  bastily  entered.    ''  You  are  come 
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at  last,"  Said   he  with  an  oath,  "  I  hatr 
bcen  on  the  rack  these  twb  hours»**     ^  Aad' 
2  for  near  four  and  twenty,"  replied  I,  «- 
terrupting  him^  and  directing  his  atrentioir 
to  my  employmcnt ;  "  but  what  briogS' 
you  hither  ?"     He  grasped  my  band  wiA- 
eagerness,  and  in  a  low  voice  told  ine|- 
that  he  came  to  save  my  life.     I  hoghed/ 
I  believe^,  for  he  swore  most  borridly^  and* 

■ 

concluded  by  saying,    that  he  bad  nei' 
time  to  See  me   fday  the   fooL    •*Thc'^ 
person/'   added  he^    ^^  commissioned  by^ 
your  father  to  meet  you  here^  is  no  straoger^ 
to  me.     Let  it  suffice,  I  am  in  his-  secrebt 
He  is,  ir  may  hit,  at  this  instant  dying  at 
Hclvoetsluys  of  a  fever,  and  I  am  ordered 
to  conduct  you  thcre  to  him  ;  all  i&prc- 
pared ;  and  you  must  go  this  instante 
board  the  packet.     Therc  is  not  a  mo- 
ment  to  lose."     I  hesitated,  for.  I  thooght 
of  my  Harrict ;  but  he  urged  me  with  a 
vehemence  that  confounded  my  delibcra» ' 
tions ;  and  concluded  by  saying,  that  mf 
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\  and  even  my  life,  depended  on 
qj/üHlomng  him.  With  bis  help  and 
.{iprter*»  I  was  conveyed  tp  the  water-sidc^ 
;f;^-  th^re  found  the  boat^  in  wbich  we 
^hed  the  packet,  then^  getting  under 
9^.1  .ihrew  tnyself  on  the  bed  reserved 
'of,,mc,  subdued  by  the  pain  in  my  knee^ 
md  sopn  after  was  seized  with  the  sea-sick- 
«;«s.  I  saw  no  niore  of  my  companion 
i^t  night;  and  learned  that,  fearing  to 
»hart  in  the  common  malady,  he  preferred 
bcing  on  deck.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
I  upported  mysdf  to  the  public-house  at 
the  Sluys  ;  but  overcome,  as  I  was^  with 
paio,  I  failed  not  to  remark,  that  Simons 
sgoke  the  Dutch  language  fluently.  ^^  It 
is  weil  I  can^"  answered  he  roughly  to  my 
Observation,  for  your  friend  is  not  here; 
we  must  proceed  to  Rotterdam  ;  and  you 
must  bear  up  as  well  as  you  can  ;  the  pas- 
sage-boat  is  an  easy  jconveyance  for  you. 
Thi«  boat  was  shared  by  others  as  well  as 
oursclves ;  and  with  an  irritation  of  mind^ 


ms  gieat  as  my  bodily  sufFerings,  .we  pm^ 
ceeded  to  Rotterdam ;  and  on  rcachiog 
the  hotel^  I  fainted.     On   recoveiiag  my 
senses,    which  had   been   suspended  for 
8ome  time^  I  saw  a  well  drcssed  SMUien« 
gaged  in  giving  mesucceur^  and  I  coo- 
cluded  that  this  was  the  person  I  was  to 
meet.     On  askins:  Simons  whether  he  ms 
the  dying  man  I  had  been  led  to  expect, 
he    answered^   that  he    was    a  surgeon^ 
and    that  my  knee  required  some. better 
remedy    than   I    had  applied.       I  sub- 
mitted  to  his  Orders^  and  wascarriedto 
hed.     At  Icngth  Simons  was  at  leisure  to 
satisfy  my  curiosity.     He  began  the  sub- 
ject  himself,  by  observing  wilh  some  lU- 
humour  that  it  was  unlucky — I  omit  the 
epithets,  my   Harriet,  with  which  hc  in- 
terlarded  even  his  expressions  of  kindness, 
that,   wKat  with  the  indisposition  ofmy 
inend,  and  my  accident,  which  he  found 
from  the  surgeon  would  unavoidably  dc- 
tain  me  some  days  in  my  bed,  he-ishoukl 
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forcedto  pirolong  his  stay.    I  havc  writ- 
*fi  to  Amsterdam/'  continued  he,  "  wherc 
Flfifid  the  sick  man  wa^  advisedrto  remain ; 
icifTOw  OT  the  iiext  day,  we  shall  have 
'  Nccd,  I  say,  inwbatmaonerthisin- 
irvalwasfiUed  mp  byme !  I  wrote  you^acir- 
intia]  account  of  these  inatrious  erents; 
tfae  fbnd  wish  of  makuig  my  Harriet 
under  a  Separation  so  unexpected^  im- 
ted  to  my  bosom  a  portion  of  thoae 
>pes  which  wcrc  necessary  for  her  sup- 
as  well  as  mine.     This  lettcr  I  in- 
i«ted  to  the  surgeon's  care,  not  chusing 
employ  Simons.     I  made  him  compre- 
sind,  that  it  was  of  importance  to  me  ; 
liidy  with  a  good-natured  smile,  he  satisficd 
:,  that  he  wonld  faithfully  discharge  his 
ist.     It  was  under  cover  to  Mrs.  Keith. 
^00  fatally  certain  is  it,  tjiat  you  nevcr 
law  this   letter  !   In  the  mean  time,  my 
oul  was  on  the  rack^  from  having  no  in- 
jence   of  you.     Again.   and  again,  I 
t^-WTOte  to  Mrs.  Keith,  and  to  you.     I  had 
'   -noletters^  and  1  began  to  suspectthe  sur- 
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geon  had  given  Simons  my  letterSj  instetd 
of  putting  them  into  the  post-office.  Iil 
the  mean  time  his  attention  to  aiy  accdm« 
modatipns  and  health  had  nothing  in  them 
to  surpiize  me ;  for  hc  constantly  talked 
of  his  being  commissioned  by  the 
gentleman  at  Amsterdam,  to  be  carefid 
of  his  "  precious  charge^^  and  sometinies 
he  translated  passages  from  his  letters  ex* 
pressive  of  thtf  importance  of  my  person, 
and  his  anxiety  in  not  being  in  a  State  to 
attend  me  himself.  I  was  now  on  crutches^ 
and  free  from  pain  ;  and  I  was  told  tfaat  it 
was  proper  for  me  to  proceed  to  Amster- 
dam. I  decidedly  refused,  saying  tbat  I 
was  determined  to  return  to  England ;  and 
he  might  inform  his  correspondent  of  my . 
resolution,  it  being  indispensibly  necessary 
for  my  peace,  to  have  news  from  thence. 
*^  I  will  furnish  you  with  a  newspaper," 
Said  he.  gravely  ;  ^^  that  will,  I  trust,  make 
you  charige  your  mind  ;  but  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  prepare  you  for  news  that  will 
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jyijj^rise  you  more  than  you  are  aware.** 

^^  began    his   narrative  of    the  high- 

Hgpgr  robbery  charged  on  me»  and  finished 

iUgff  pUcing  before  me  the  article  in  the 

|[|||||*4 .  paper^  which^  with  a  detail  of  the 

ticulars,  included  a  descrlption  of  my 

\f  Situation,  arid  even  che  initials  of 

äpy  üame^   and  of  the  master  with  whom 

^icnred  as  Clerk.  You  will  judge,  myHar- 

^P^jCt»  of  the  efFect  which  this  intelligence 

Jiroduced.  I  solemnly  svvore  that  no  power 

Mn.emrth  should  prevent  my  immediately 

^topearing  and  confronting  the  base  and  false 

siuccuser.       ^'  You  know    best,"    replied 

Siinons,  *^  the  proofs  with  which  you  can 

invalidate  this  man's  positive  oath."     But 

I  .would  advise  you  rather  to  secure  such  a 

jcondition  of  fortonc,  as  will  of  itself,  with 

nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  outof  a  thou- 

«a.nd,  prove  that  you  are  slaiulered.     In  a 

Word/*  continued  he,  with   a  serious  air^ 

^^i  1  have  had  my  instructions  from  thosc, 

who  will  take  care  of  your  honour  bettcr 

VOL.  IV.  D 
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than  you  are  able  tx>  do  yCnirscIf.    Tour 
parents  are  rieh  and  powerfol^  and,  tfust 
me^  more  than  one  will  be   called  to  a 
«tri et  aceount  for  their  conduct  in  regard'' 
to  you."     I  was  still  resolvcd  on  my  mca- 
sures^ ;  for  my  wife*s  deplorable  conditiön 
solely  cngaged  mc.      "  It  is  well,  Sir," 
observed  he,  with  a  tone  of  authority,  '*  I ' 
shall  proeeed  without  you,  and  cren  if  it 
be  necessary  to  Cadiz,  and  infbrm  your 
noble  parents,  that  you  preferrcd  a  gihhet 
to  them.     But  you  are  a  siiupleton,  Dun- 
can,"  added  he,  with  more  kindness,  "  I 
know    your  motive  for    this  hcadstrong 
folly.     Will  your  appearanee,    and    the 
Charge  which  will  be  brought  against  you, 
Icssen  the  distress  of  the  girl  you  love  ?'* 
I  srarted.     *'  I  know  more  than  you  think 
of    that    business   also,"    continued    he; 
'^  and  I  advise  you  to  write  to  h^r,  and 

1 

inftandy  make  your  way  to  your   parents. 

You  will  ihen  be  able  to  ofFer  her  the  pro-" 

teetion  she  needs."   1  burst  into  tears,  and 

•I- 
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Qtproached  hitn  witli  having  gtopped  my 
)^Scu.  Hc  vehemently  deöied  the  charge  ; 
llding^  ^^  that  he  pitied  Miss  Flamall^  and 
Im  better  pleased  to  serve  her  than  to  in- 
NVe  her. 

4  ;lJiiable  to  extract  more  from  atnan  who ' 
dourly  aasamed  with  me  more  of  respecf 
tu  well  as  of  authority^  I  yielded  to  bis 
^Kltitral.  I  was  still  lame  and  helpless  ;  and 
BBOept  the  diminished  sum  with  which  yoiir 
bfOtiier  had  furnished  me,  I  had  no  re- 
IQurcesfor  my  premeditated  plan.  Simons 
a^othed  me,  by  conducting  me  to  the  post- 
Q^ce,  where  I  dcposited  a  letter  for  you, 
aod  his  orders  taken,  to  fprward  all  lelters 
to  our  address  at  Cadiz,  to  a  house  of 
business  sufficiently  ostensible  to  gain  him 
attention  with  the  people  at  the  office. 
Wc  prepared  immediately  for  cur  depar- 
ture  for  Amsterdam,  wiien  he  entered  the 
I5)wtment  with  an  opcned  letter  in  his 
hand.  *'  I  thought  how  it  would  be,"  said 
hc,  **  your  curscd  accident,-  and  the  de- 
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lay  it  bas  occasioned  will  oblige  me  to  go 
thc  whole  voyagc  with  yoo.    Your  father*$ 
agent  is  too  ill  for  the  ioyage ;  he  has  sent 
me  hüls  of  ^^  exchange  ;**  he  displayed  tfae 
notes^  and  urged  me  to  lose  no  timr.    He 
\s,  I  find,  in  the  country  ;  and  danger« 
ously  ill.     However,  I  am  embarkcd^  and 
will  not  desert  you.     At  Amsterdam  I  was 
again  surpnsed.     This  Proleus  spoke  the 
Spanish  tongue  well,  and  in  bis  conver- 
sation  with  the  captain  of  a  Si>anish  ship 
bound  for  Cadiz,  I  perceived  tbat  he  as- 
aumed   the  gravi ty  and  stateliness  of  a 
Spanish  grandee.     On  the  man^s  leaving 
US,  alter  having  settled  the  terms  for  our 
accommodation,  I  mentioned  my  surprisc, 
on.finding  him  so  qualified  for  a  traveller. 
*'  I  lived  on  the  continent  some   time  in 
niy  young   days,"  answered  he.     **  Iwas 
privale  secretary  to  an  ambassador»  whoin 
his  lack  of  brains,  forgot  to  pay  me  for  the 
five  years  use  he  madc  of  niine ;  he  tau^t 
me  a  lesson   howevcr   which    I  wanted^" 
continucd    he    with    a    malicious    grin. 
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•*  namdy,  to  live  by  my  own  wit;  andto 
t'cgard  every  man    either  as   a  fool  or  a 
fciave."     It  rcquired  very  little  judgment, 
■niy  dearHarriet,  ,to  dcterminc  the  class  to 
^«vliich  Simons  bclonged;  yet  in  spite  of  his 
jbabttual  rulgarity,  and  cöarse   language, 
1  'liourly  perceived  that  hc  had  movcd  in  a 
afferent  sphere^  and  could  at  his  pleasure 
Assum^the  gentlenian.    He  spoke  of  me 
HS  a  Spaniard  by  Ibirth,  and  by  the  respect 
he  showed  me/  taught  those  aboutmeto 
considermeasöf  importance  ;  performiing 
the  part  of  my  governor;  and  making  no 
iecrct  of  my  having  been  a  stranger  to  my 
rank,   parents,   and  country,  from   ncarly 
.the    bour  I  was  born.     These  hints  wcre 
needless,  to  stimulatea  curiosity  constantly, 
on  the   fallest   Stretch.     To  my  questions 
J  received  only  one  answer  :  ^*  I  am  bound 
to  secresy,  and   it  is  for  my  hiteresf  to  be 
faithful.     Have  patience,    time    will  dis- 
cover  all  to  you."     Tluis  goadcd  on,  and 
convinced  of  my  inability  of  securing  him 
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in  my  intcrest  ;  having  exhausted  my  own 
. little. stock  of  money,  and  depending,  in 
a  Strange  country  upon  Simons  for  pccu- 
rliary  assistance^  I  left  Amsterdam  with- 
oiit  having  rcccivcd  letters  from  you ;  and 
in  the  anguish  of  my  soul  I  sought  relief 
from  the  hopc  of  mecting  wiih  protection, 
and  being  placed  in  a  Situation  to  luccour 
you  ;  for  I  made  no  doubt  of  your  bro- 
ther'sintcrfcrcncc  wiih  yöurwishes  to  write . 
to  me.  Our  navigation  was  for  a  timc 
pleasant.  The  gcntlc  brcezes  which  filled 
our  sails  soon  cxempted  me  from  sea  sick- 
ness ;  rest  restored  my  knee,  and  my  hours 
were  beguiled  by  my  assiduously  studying 
the  Spanish  language  ;  for  which,  Simons 
having  proposed  it  for  mj^  amusemcnt,  I 
had  purchased  a  few  ncedful  books. 

At  this  period,  however,  one  incidental 
cause  of  sorrow  was  addcd  to  my  oppres» 
sive  bürden.  Two  or  three  days  after  your 
departure  from  town',  I  had  began  to  bathe, 
trusting  to  its  relicving  me  from  a  portion, 
at  least,  ofthat  languor  which  I  cxpcri- 
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^.enced  ;    and,    cautiously  giiarded   in  all 

^/thät  related  to  my  Harriet,  had  taken  your 

.;picture  frooi  my  bosom,  and  placed  it  in 

L.->foy  pprt-folia  with  your  letters,   which  f 

^^/Garefully  kppt  locked  in  a  large  trunk,  with 

^j^^jDticjes  that  wcrc  not  pf  evcry  day's  use. 

"'''pS  had  Seen    on    reaching    Helvoetsluys 

f  V  that  this  trunk  made  the  greatest  part  of 

^Atur  baggage  ;  and  on  noticing  it  to  Simons^ 

ilkibe  rephed,  that  he  expected  n^y  thanks 

piAur  bia  «eal  in  my  Service  in.bringmgit^ 

^^Urhc  .supposed  it  was  kept  as  lumber  in 

^-^pRyroom,  and  that  I  should  bave  no  ob- 

;^^.jection  to   a  change   of  lincn;     To  this 

^  <ncccs5ity  I  had   been  liitherto  a  stranger, 

-   and  the  trunk  rcmained  corded  tili  I  was 

i  $ettled  in  my-  cabin  on  board  the  Spanish 

ship,     The  treasure  it  contained  was  too 

precious  to  be  forgottcn.     I  searched  for 

»it   in  vain.     Neither  your  letters  nor  your 

-. Portrait  were  to  be  found.     I  did  not  con- 

•ceal  my  suspicions,  nor  my  distress  from 

•  SimonS;  who  as  usual,  with  the  most  horrid 
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imprecations  afTirmed  that  he  had  notopen- 
ed  the  trunk  ;  nor  had  any  other  motive 
in  removing  it,  but  that  of  contributiiig 
to  my  comfqrts  and  amusement,  knownig 
that  I  had  some  book;^  in  it.  To  -  contest 
with  Simons  was  a  valn  attempt«  I  was 
silenced,  and  bore  this  trial,  to  use  my 
master's  words  like  a  ^^  whining  puppy»'* 
Yet  in  spite  of  himself  I  perceived  that  be 
had  an  interest  in  preserving  my  hcalth 
and  tranquillity,  and  that  he  never  ceased 
to  recommend  to  me  patience;  htttiog 
continually  that  I  should  soon be  in  acoA- 
dition  to  take  ample  vengeance  on  thoie 
who  had  injured  me,  and  to  protect  yon, 
who  had  been  so  unjustly  dealt  with. 
These  conversations  with  his  avowed  good 
will  for  you,  and  pity  fof  me  had.their 
cfFcct. 

We  were  within  thirty  or  forty  leagues 
of  our  post  wlien  we  were  boarded  by  a 
large,  well-armed  Algerine  corsair,  aod 
taken  withcHit  rcsistance;    for  such  was 


THE  VrCTIM  OP  VILLANY.  81 

the  infcriority,  of  our  force,  that  it  A^as 
'Bot  pdssible  for  us  to   e'scape.     Surprised 

'  «nd  confounded  by  an  event  for  which  I 
*Wa8  altogether  iinprepared,  my  compas- 
%km  was  ootwithstanding  exerted  in  com 

•Körting  my  terrified  companion.  I  strove 
tö  encoiirage  him  by  thc  same  hopes  which 
bad  calmed  my  own  sptrits  ;  and  with  con- 
£defice  I  assured  him,  that  as  subjects  of 
Oreat  Britain  we  should  be   enlarged  at 

;^.A^ers;  and  that  we  had  only  to  apply 
to  ihe  British  consul  resident  there,  ia- 

.  Order  to  be  protected.  In  this  expectation 
wcwcre  cruelly  disappointed^by  the  mea- 
sures  which  the  pirate  pursued ;  who 
ünom  motiveswe  could  not  fathom,  afier 
faaving  treated  mewith  extraordinaryjenity, 
and  Simons  without  rigour,  landeil  us  with 
great  circumspection  during  the  night*  at 
some  distance  froni  the  harbour  ;  and  to 
our  amazement  and  consternatlon  we  were» 
with  our  chests,  placed  in  a  covered  vehicle 
not  uulike  a  waggon,  and  without  löss  of 
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time  conducted  np  the  country.    We  werc 
manacled  and  vigilanüy  conccaled  from 
evcry  eye  by  those  who  were  charged  with 
US;  who  stiil  maintained  theirclaitns  to 
cur  gratitude,  by  ofFering  u«  no  violence 
or  harshness.     1  had  not  been  much  sur--> 
priscd  at  seeing  Simons  relpasiog  into  the 
pusillanimity  he  had  betrayed  in  the  first 
tnomcnts  of  our  capturc  ;  but  I  was  äste- 
nished  to  findtliat,  with  his  grief  for  hitn- 
seif  and  the  nriost  bitter  execrations  on  his 
foUy,  he  bemoaned  my  hard  fatc  in  terms 
which  I  littlc  expected  from  him.     **  Take 
courage/'  saidl,  willing  to  relie^e  his  sor- 
row,  '^  you  have  not  hing  to  reproach  your- 
self  with    in  this  misfortune^  and   I   am 
sorry,  that  yoiir  good  intendons  and  zcal 
for  my  seirvice  have  Jed  you  into  this  diffi- 
culty  ;  but  we  may  yet  find  the  means  of 
applying  to  the  consid,  orpurcbasing  our 
freedom.    Do  not   despair."     ^^  I :  must,'* 
replied  he  with  a  look  of  horror,  **  i  have 
been  a  d d  rascal^  ^nd  your  desdruc- 
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-..  tion,  iBy  poor  boy.     If  you  were  to  for-p 

i :  givc  me,    God  never  will ;  and  this  is  only 

r(ithc.beginning  of  my   punishment."     He 

o.wept  in  agonies,  and  I  was  alarmcd.     ^^  I 

-f^  can  neither  be  useful  to  you,  nor  yet  for-r 

-  gl  VC  you,'^  obscrved  I,  desisting  from  my 

..ineffectual  attcmpts  to  soothe  bis  agita- 

.  ?  tions,  ^^  'tili  I   am  mor^  in  your   confi- 

*v<fcßcc.     Teil  nie  what  have  you  done  to 

^4  ilijure   me,   and  trust  to  my  principles, 

^s.-^liich  command  me  to  forgive  an  ofFend- 

■■  ^  iiig  brother.'.'     *^  By  G — d,"  exclaimed  he, 

^  *•-  this  is  too  much  !  I  cannot  bear  it,  vil- 

lain  as  I  am  !  But  you  shall  know  all ;  and 

you  shall  sce  that  at  least  I  never  intcnded 
,,  to  härm  you^  though   it  is  but  top  true 

that  my  business  in  your  concerns  was  to 

serve  myself." 
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CHAP.  V. 


Charles  Duncmis  Narrafive  continued^ 

l  Will  not,  niy  dear  Harnet,  attempt  to 
give  you,  in  the  ianguage  of  a  reprobatc» 
the  confession  of  one ;  let  it  suffice,  that 
I  faithfully  communicate  to.you^  the  in« 
formation  which  he,  in  the  course  of  ott>^. 
ihree  days  Journey,  poured  inta  my  ap- 
palled  ear  ;  and  v^hen  his  recital  is  cleartd 
from  his  oaths,  it  will  be  as  follows : 
**  You  may  date  your  ruin,"  said  he,  "  fron 
the  hour  you  were  at  Grantham^  in  yoijr. 
way  to  London  with  Mrs.  Duncan,  your 
supposed  mother."  I  started.  *'  Let  mc 
at  once  teil  you,"  observed  he,  **  that  I 
know  more  of  your  history  than  you  do. 
yourself ;  therefore  do  not  interrupt  mc- 
You  met  there  a  very  handsome  courtcouk 
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Jady,  who  took  the  coacli  with  you  frotn 

tfaence ;  she  called  herseif  Mrs.  Peachley ; 

•sbe  is  Flamalls  wife,  and  sister  to  Keith. 

-You  .know  her  kindness  in  recommending 

^yEour  mother  to  Keith^s  lodgings.      Your 

.Indisposition  on  the  journey  was  declared 

tt^  followipg  day.     You  could  not  risCj 

-and  Mrs.  Duncan,  \^ith  much  alarm,  re- 

cdmmended  you  to  Mrs.  Keith *s  care,  and 

.l^fneoted  the  necessity  which  forced  her 

^  Ifpoa  your  bed-side»  for  an  hoiir  or  two^ 

f   lil^ingari  ap{M>intme0t  which  could  not 

'    be  delayed.      At  her  reiurn^  she  found 

you  much  worse^   and  a   physician   was 

5ummoned .     For  several  days  and  nights 

this  good  mother  of  yours  never  left  you. 

You  were  every  hour .  near er  the  grave  ; 

aod  ovcrcome  ^by  her  fatigue  and  terror, 

she  got  the  Start  of  you  ;  for  she  was  dead 

and  buried  before  your  eight  and  twenty 

days  fever  had  fairly  left  you.     During 

tbU  time,  when  you  were,  for  the  greater 

part,  more  fit  for  Bedlam,  9r  ior  your  cof- 
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« 

fin^  Mrs.  Duncan  was  kiiidly  visited  bf 
Mrs.Pcachley,  who,  having -ciailed  tö  «oe 
her  relations,  discovercd  ihat  she  had 
found  a  prey  wortrh  pursuing;  and  finding 
that  her  brothcr  had  intnates  Hötlikely  to 
cavil  at  the  pricc  of  his'lodgirigs,  shc  rc- 
doubled  her  attentions,  by  «everal  tinwis- 
calling  on  Mrs.  Duncan,  to  cnquire  aftcr 
you,    and^   as   she  said,   to  sec  that  thc 

• 

Keiths  were  assiduous  in  their  attchdanöe» 
Your  poor  motber,  who  kncw  not  ä  being 
in  London ;  but  the  persoa  shfehÄd  mct 
the  day  of  her  arriväl,  and  whö  was  out  of 
town,  mentioned,  with  extreme  distress^ 
,that  in  an  hour  of  Auch  difficuky,  sh«  had 
the  additibnid  inisf<*tune  of  finding,  that 
heronly  friend  bad  feft  London  äiid  was 
gone  abroad.  This  conßdence  becamc 
more  enlarged^  in  proportion  as  your  dan- 
ger was  more  icnminent,  She  incessantly 
lamented  the  absencc  of  this  Mr.  Joseph 
Jago ;  and  in  her  illness,-  she  comulted 
iSd F6.  Peadbky^  on  the  means  Stkt  thoidd 
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:^taketo  securc  to  you  the  little  property 

which  her  death  would  give  you  in  case 

^yoa  survivcd  her.     Mr.  Flamairs  good 

\.  ioffices  were  employed ;  and  she  made  her 

•»' witl^    which   was  witnessed   by   her  two 

-  doctors.  You  were  left  to  Mr.  FlamaU's 
'  carc,  and  your  money  into  the  bargain, 
'^  until  such  time  as  his  trust  should  be  set 

-  aside  by  your  natural  guardianf ,  who  lived 
'^  «bfXKKl ;  or  until  you  were  of  age^  in  case 

'  ^^ibese  relations  did  not  appear.  Hitherto 
'"•  all  went  well,  but  Keith's  wife,  either  from 
*  hatred  of  her  s  ister,  or  the  spirit  of  contra- 
diction  common  to  her,  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  of  acting  like  an  honest  wo* 
man  ;  she  was  careful  of  you  during  your 
delirium  ;  and  also  attentive  lo  your  poor 
•nlother.  Your  generosily  when  you  left 
her  house  for  Mr.  Flamairs,  confirmed  her 
good  dispositions  towards  you.  I  had  not 
been  witbout  my  suspicions,  thatihecau- 
tidns  which  kept  me  in  ^he  hack  ground  all 
this  tixne,  were  not  used  without  solid  rea- 
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sons.     Flamall,  howercr,  in  the  exccuti've 
trust.  which  had  thus  devolved  on   htm; 
brought  home  with  him  on  thc  night  of 
the  fiineral,  somc  papers  which  belonged 
to  the  deceased  Mrs.  Duncan,  in  order  for 
their  better   scciirity  as  he  säid,  and  hc 
then  mentioned  yoii  and  your  coudition, 
adding,  that  he  did   not  think  you  could 
Burvive  your  mother ;  and  that  he  had  no 
dne  to  any  of  your  connexions.  He  «poke 
of  your  little  property  in  the  funds  ;  and 
the  süspicion  he  entertained,    that  Mrs. 
Duncan  was  not  your  real  mother.  **  Why 
do  you  not  examine  her  letters  ?"     asked 
I.     "  I  have/*  answercd  he  ;  ^'  but  tbcy 
are  written  in  Spanish  ;  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  have  thts  young  man's  story  published 
unnecessarily ;   if  he  live,  he  may  be  ablc 
to  give  an  account  of  himself,  and  *if  be 
die  they  must  be  translated.'*     ^M  am  able 
to  do  that/'  repHed  I ;  '*  and  it  may  be 
prudent  to  know  the  ground  you  tread."  • 
Jlamall  understood  the  tone  with  wliicb 
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this  Observation  was  made, .  and  he  gave 
mc  three  or  four  letters  from  a  pocket 
book,  which  iie  said,  the  defuact  had  in 
.ha  trank»  and  which  constituted  all  the 
;  papers,  that  coiild  lead  to  an  explanatioA 
-;of  a  «ecret^  which  sbe  had  toQ  long  de- 
'ferred  to  communicate.     I  shall  only  iio- 
.rtice  to  you/'  continued  Simons»  ^^  those 
^MMsages  which  Struck  me  the  most.    Two 
iHor  three  of  the  letters  contained  üttle  more 
:.  iE han  most  tender  expressions  of  matern«! 
{.afiection ;  aod  -the  most  pathetic  de^crip^ 
rtion  of  the  writer's  hopes  and  fears,  as 
.tbese  related  to  you.    One  of  a  later  date 
informed  Mrs.  Duncan  that  Jachimo  de 
'.  Castros  had  been  summoncd  by  the  Duke 
to  ■     ■       )  his  agency  being  more  impor- 
■  tantthere,  than  in  England;  that  his  Ser- 
vices were  siipplied   by  the  orders  he  had 
Icft    with  a  nied  fthidy  Joseph  Jago,  a 
merchant  in  the  Minories,  to  whom  she 
was  to  apply  in  every  exigency,  and  who 
•  would  forward  her  letters.     Another,  of  a 
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later  and  rtcent  date^  was  still  more  im* 
portant^  but  k  was  like  tbe  oracles  of  old 
to  m^.  Joy  dictated  tbe  broken  sentences. 
Much  was  Said  of  a  pictore  which  h^äivcn 
in  tts  mefcy  had  placed  in  Mrs.  Danaai*s 
hands.  Jose{^  Jagb  Wotüd  supply  her 
with  a  tbi>iisatid  p<mnd!^  ^*  H^t  Henrk^^ 
was  to  be  cautiousljr  introduced  to  a 
knowlcdge  of  a  mother,  whose  nuseri^ 
were  forgotten,  in  tbe  hopw  of  clasping 
her  son^  "her  long  lost  blcssing,  to  her  bo» 
aom.  '*  Spare  no  expence  for  tbe  masters 
he  may  yct  need>"  adds  the  writer,  ••  it 
musr  be  v^t  some  months  befbre  all  is-rea- 
'  dy  for  bis  appeamnce  here ;  when,  witb 
an  exultation^  the  thoughtsof  wbich  trans- 
-ports  me  to  extasy,  bis  mother  will  bc 
•proclaimcd  innocent,  and  he,  my  Mar- 
garet, bis  fathcr's  heir.'*  No  signature 
was  added  to  these  letters ;  but  it  was  now 
my  turn  to  bc  cautious,  l  gare  Mn  Fkm- 
all^  not  the  most  exact  translation  of  their 
Contents ;    and    he  obscpved,    that    tbty 
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would  do  you  more  härm  than  good ;  for 
it  was  clear  you  were  a  bastard ;  and  had 
lo6t  your  best  friend^  who  had  happily  left 
«  *you  cnough  for  bread,  assisted  by  your 
y^  Jndnstry.  I  was  soon  the  friend  of  Keith  ; 
^PWnnn  him  I  oiüy  got  hints,  that  quickened 
l  ^ny  cQriosity.  His  wife  was  more  pliant. 
She  infbrmed  me,  that  Mrs.  Duncan  had 
len  t  long  letter  to  Joseph  Jago  fbur 
iy%  bcfore  she  died ;  and  had^  in  her 
earing,  desired  that  Mr.  Fhmall  should 
nd  it  to  his  house.  Hef  husband  was 
ntrosted  with  it,  and  the  gentleman  was 
dj  that  his  partner  had  received  it^  and 
promised  to  forward  it  without  dclay. 
hiS^OVir,  added  she,  I  know  this  was  a  liej 
lltfor  it  was  in  Mr.  Flamairs  pocket  at  the 
fct?iue,  and  this  is  nothing  to  what  I  could 
!^ay  if  I  chose.  '^  I  was,  as  yet,"  canti- 
h^anuecl  Simons,  ''  only  on  the  thrcshold  ;^* 
^kand  I  forbore  to  prcss  my  questions. 
^^lamall  was  dose  ;  and  yet  I  found  he  was 
n  cash.     Keith  had  also  money;  and  it 
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was   my  Business  to  diminish  his  stock. 

This  was  soon  efFectcd  ;  and  one  night  hc 

said^  that  he  bad  been  a  cursed  fool ;  fole 

he  migbt  have  made  a  man  of  himself  bäd 

he  insisted  on  his  due.  I  urged  him^  bow^ 

ever,  by  reminding   bim,  that  he  ongbt: 

to  have  known  Flamall  and  the  jade  hii 

sister.   Yes,  replied  be^  but  tbey  are  al- 

ways  too  cunning  for  me ;  tbough  I  know 

wbat  was  in  the  pocket  case ;  and  so  doea 

my  wife ;  one,  of  ten^  only  of  the  notes^ 

came  to  my  sbare  foF  all  my  trouble.    I 

could  not  get  more  from  bim  ;  but  I  knew 

then  my  next  step  was  to  the  Minories. 

Your  mother's  Joseph   Jago  was   a  rieh 

Jew   merchant,    and   I  found    his  hoase 

without  difficuky,     I  was  received  into  an 

ofiice   of  business,    wherc   several    clerks 

were  at   the  desk,  and  one  who  appeared 

to  take  the  lead,  civilly  asked  me-  my  bU" 

siness.     My  enquiries  led   to  his  answers, 

^^  Mr,  Jago's  absence  was  undetermined ; 

but  any  letters  or  commissions  I  migbt 
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]ißvt^  would  bc  punctually  sent  him  to 
^kdizmth  bis  own  letters.**  '*  Could  I 
Ift-  fayoured  with  bis  address?**  '*  Cer- 
fßnlj,  but  he  bad  reason  to  bdieve  bis 
Hend  was  then  at  Madrid  ;  bowever,  any 
l^ers  directed  for  bim  to  the  house  of 
lltchiitoo  de  Castros  would  reacb  bim,** 
BJC  courteously  desired  onc  of  tbe  young 
llien  to  write  the  address^  and  presenting 

Cito  me,  I  witbdrew. 

ftSofer  all  wcnt  well  for  my  purpose ; 
|ld  Iwasdoing  you  no  mischief;  buti 
1^11  at  once  teil  you,  that  [  had  molives 
br  my  conduct,  in  which  you  had  not 
Sie  least  concern.  Flamall  had  not  only 
kfCpt  this  wholc  transaction  from  me  ;  but 
bad  fefused  to  assist  me  in  a  difficulty  of 
K0y  own  ;  and  it  behoved  me  to  have  him 
in  my  power.  Had  he  known  your 
cbances  in  life,  he  would  not  have  sworn 
to  be  your  ruin,  when  he  discovered,  that 
you  made  love  to  bis  sister,  nör  would  be 
have  eßected  it,  but  for  bis  wifc.     Your 
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marriage  was  no  teeret  to  them ;  aod  I 
saw  there  was  a  plot  brewing  to  ruia  your 
poor  wife,  as  well  as  yourself ;  for  UM 
^^  she  devil*'  hatcd  her,  because  she  wu 
virtuous.    I  was  c'onsulted  by  FlamaU.  oa 
this  occasion^  whoee  rage  was  cbecked  by. 
my  arguments.  Let  it  be  noted  by  yott 
here.  also^  that  he  saw  as  well  aa  I,  tbat 
you  were  not  ^fo^I,  nor  would  bc  his  tJooL 
At  this  juncture  I  was  one  day  with  him 
in  his  ofiice^    when  casually  opening  a 
drawer  in  his  private  desk  for  a  mislaid  pa- 
per,  I  saw  a  Morocco  picture  case  appaar. 
I  took  my  time^  and  on  examining  it^  fouad 
it  not  only  the  representation  of  the  most 
beautiful  woman  I  ever  beheld,    but  idso 
enriched  with  costly  diamonds.     I  was  at 
no  loss  from  what  quarCer  it  came;  nor 
who  had  a  right  to  it.     My  plan  was  now 
completed ;   for  I  had  the  means  in  my 
hands  of  saving  my  own  hcad  from  the 
pillory  ai  hast,  and  by  scrving  you,  should 
gain  friends  who  would  bettcr  recompense 
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llrMnrices  than  Flmiall  had  done.  h  is 
SSvh}  hard  when  rogues  are  not  honest  to 
|e  anotber^"  add^d  he,  ^'  for  they  bave 
Ist^one  ia  that  case  an  whom  to  depend  : 
IK  let  tbat  pa9«.  You  ha4  swallowed,  th^ 
|§t;  I  had  scnt  you^  the  anonyoiqus  kttcr 
miirered^  and  you  requested  permission  to 
l^to  Harwich.  All  that  fbllowed  you 
l^pw;  but  it  is  formfi  to  inform  ypu,  that 
ip^  honourable  gentletnan  who  saluted  you 
j^k-,  tb^  road  to  Rumford,  wai^  Mr.  Peacb- 
[^  thc  uncle  o(  Mr.  Flamairs  wife,  who 
m  at  that  time  in  his  house,  which  you 
iMed,  and  moreover,  I  was  in  this  secret^ 
Ad  what  is  more^  receiv<:d  my  fee  in  gold  : 
^ktie  did  they  suspect,  that,  villain  as  I 
ttay  I  could  not,  norwoaldnot,  havc  becn 
t'  this  infernal  Business,  had  I  not  bcen 
ertain  bf  saving  you  as  well  as  mysclf* 
bat  you  wcre  no  sooner  departed,  and  the 
löast  clcar,  than  I  took  the  picturc,  and 
Usposing  df  the  frame  for  our  Joint  con- 
woience^  I  secured  the  angcl  face,  which 
Iwillnow  give  you.'* 
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You  may  judge,  my  Harriet,  of  tfie 
sensations  whicb  assaiied  me^  when  he  pro» 
duccd  from  its  concealment,  diis  evidence 
of  my  birth^  and  irreparable  ruin.  It  was 
ihdeed  the  countenance  of  an  angel  which' 
met  my  eyes  !  She  was  in  a  Spanish  Iia- 
bit,  the  painting  exquisitely  finished  and 
enamelled.  My  exprcssions  of  ]grief  and 
despair  touched  Simons.  "  I  am  cursed/' 
Said  he,  grasping  my  hand^  "  you  recant, 
you  cannot  forgive  me  !  but  belicve  mc, 
or  not,  I  wished  to  scrve  you.  I  was  fiiUy 
convinced  that  I  sliould  succeed  in  tracing 
thesc  men,  whom  I  have  mentioncd  ;  and 
by  this  means  your  falher  and  mother. 
They  arc  noble  and  rieh,  the  picturc 
frame  was  finished  by  a  ducal  Coronet ;  it 
grievcd  mc  to  break  it ;  but  it  was  una^ 
voidable.  I  could  have  proved  youridcn- 
tity,  and  given  suth  evidcnces  of  Mrs, 
Duncan's  death,  and  the  circumstances 
which  had  thrown  you  into  the  händs  of 
villains  as  would  have  been  unanswcrable. 
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I  am  taken  in  my  own  toils/'  added 
with  vehement  and  dreadful  imprecati* 
;  **  and  not  allowcd  to  be  honest  when 
led  to  be  so.'*  I  again  soothed  hini, 
..by  dwelling  on  my  hopes  of  procur- 
jiByliberty,  I  solemnly  engaged to takc 
x^  of  him  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 
believe  you  on  ypur  word,"  replied  he 
ith  more  composure.  "  You  have  con- 
rcd.xne  that  virtue  is  not  a  Convention 
Sinterest,  nor  rellgion  a  lie.  There  was 
[time,  when  my  corjduct  disgraced 
fitfaer ;  but  I  was  young,  and  had  passions 
gratify  which  your  creed  did  not  suit, 
tjWas  guUed  by  a  hypocrite,  robbed  by 
Bpcals,  and  defrauded  of  six  or  eight 
pears  labour  by  the  neglect  and  ingrati- 
tnde  of  the  man  whom  I  served  by  my 
falenfs,  as  much  as  hy  my  hand.  Your 
jpmpassion  may  save  mc,  from  worsc 
^|gpk4»  than  even  thesc."  added  he  wring- 
qpg  my  hand.  ''  I  am  cid,  but  I  have  yet 
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alieart;  and  humanity  may  make  m^  faiA- 

Misery,  my  Harnet,  docs  nothardi^ 
the  hcart.  It  produccd  in  mint  ah  interest 
for  this  unhappy  creature*s  recovery  a»d 
comfort ;  and  insensibly  he  became  my 
cohsolatiön,  for,  with  a  fertility  of  invcn- 
tion,  he  suggested  so  many  ways  of  reach- 
ing  Gibraltar,  and  from  thencc  the  ob* 
jcct  of  niy  wishes,  that  hope  was  renewed. 
His  Communications  from  timc  to  timc 
gratified  my  curiosity  ;  although  the  sub- 
jcct  of  it  was  diverted  to  a  less  interesting 
concern  than  you,  my  belovcd  wife.  Si- 
mons  spoke  of  you,  in  terms  of  kindness' 
and  pity.  '^  Then  again,"  said  he,  '*  I 
was  a  rascal ;  for  1  knew  that  her  worthy 
falber  died  in  good  circumstances/  though 
without  having  secured  to  her  a  provision ; 
yet  I  held  my  tongiie  ;  and  was  continued 
in  my  office  with  an  advanced  stipeiMI. 
Flamall  was  ccrtain,  as  he  told  me,  that 
4ier  beauty  would  be  her  förtune,  and  hi» 
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.  /•dvimtagc  ;  and  with  this  scheme  in  his 
^  head^  she  was  trcated  with  kindness  un-' 
]  4er  his  roof,  to  the  grcat  disappointmcnt 
^  .of  his  wife/  who  had  hoped  to  sec  herseif 
^  acknowledged  as  Mrs.  Flamall."  ^*  And 
^.whcrcforc  does  he  kcep  his  marriage  a 
f  «ecret.  even  fix)m  his  sister  ?"  asked  I. 
,  •*Hehas  solid  reasons/*  rcplicd  he,  "for 
^  keeping  the  lady  in  the  back  ground  ;  her 

f  raUiance  is  not  the  most  honourable.  Somc 

JA-"' 

i^lbusiness  in  which  she  and  her  uncle  were 
f-uscful  to  Mr-  Flamall,  obliged  him  to 
iL  purchase  her  uncle*s  evidence,  andtosi- 
-.^  -lence  hers  as  bcing  his  wife  ;  but  in  return 
riamall  can  any  day  he  pleases  hang  old 
^  Peachley."  I  was  now,  my  Harriet,  cir- 
\^  cumstantially  informed  of  a  transaction 
S.  which  I  shall  spare  my  pen  the  task  of  going 
^  over  with  you.     But  it   opened  such    a 

*•  scene  ofwickedness  as  to  leave  no  doubts 

> 

♦  on  my  mind,  that  your  brother  was  fuUy 

i  qualified  to  impose  upon  your  innocence  ; 

and  my  soul  sickened  in  reflecting  that 
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you  wcrc  in  the  power  pf  a  man,  who,  to 
use  Simons's  words^  ^^  wrote  more  hands 
than  any  man  in  the  profession  ;  and  with 
an  exactness  so  unrivalled,  tbat  he  coold 
impose  on  the  Devil  himself/' 

On  the  evening  of  our  fourth  day*s  tcdi- 
ous  journey  we  reachcd  the  abode  of  our 
new  master.  He  was  a  man  of  about  forty, 
could  speak  a  fcw  words  of  English,  and  as 
many  of  Spanish.  He  examined  me  with 
attention.  My  youth  and  appearance 
pleased  him,  b.ut  unfortunatcly  the  people 
who  had  condiicted  us  from  the  ship,  had 
xeceived  an  impression  which  they  gaveto 
bim,  and  poor  Simeiis  was  judgcd  to  be  my 
domeslic.  You  know  thar  his  person  is 
not  conciliating,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  I 
discov^red  the  interest  I  took  in  Iws  fate-. 
We  wcrc  separated  ;  my  master  taking  me 
with  him  the  next  moniing  to  a  house  and 
garden,  several  leagius  from  the  town,  in 
which  he  was  rulcr.  Here  my  philosophy 
was  checkcd^     I  was  scized  by  an  ardent 
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Jbver,  and  for  many  days  they  thought  me^ 

jlyitig.     Nature  resisted  the  attack,^!  was- 

jareated  hutnanely,  and  tili  1  had  strengrh' 

tocrawliijto  the  garden,  and  to  seck  thS' 

vdbade,  they  assiduously  carried  me  to  the' 

■ibuntain,  which  they   perceived    I  liked; 

fiut    my    grief    was  beyond   their  kind 

^«fl^ces;  I  had  lost  my  mother's  picture, 

;mnd  I  tmderstood  thar  my  patron  had  it. 

;IIc  at  length  condescended  to  Visit  me  ; 

i<br  r  bclicve  he  thought  me  a  man  above 

>|nie  common  sort.    My  tears  and  intreaties 

^produced   nothing.    He  repHed,  that  the 

.'Jkdy  plcased  him,  *'  it  was  pretty/*  and  by 

Mohammed  he  would  keep  the  painting. 

TTo  Soften  this  obduracy  he  sent  me  my 

Books  and  linen  ;  and  I  was  given  toun- 

dbrstand  that  I  was  to  teach  him  English 

,when  r  was  well. 

I  ntxt  implorcd  him  to  send  my  fricnd 
to  me.  He  evaded  my  request ;  and*  I 
conccivcd  from  the  signs^  made  me,  that  he 
was  removed  too  far  from  me  to  render  it 
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casy  to  accomplish.  The  gentleness  of 
my  bondage  in  the  mean  time  kept  hopc 
alive ;  for  although  I  had  the  habit^  and 
the  badge  of  slavery,  I  had  no  cause  for 
complaint.  As  my  strength  recruited^  I 
was  employed  in  light  labour  in  the  garden, 
and  my  mind  was  engaged  by  as^duously 
learning  the  Moorish  language.  Agaiü^ 
and  again,  I  pleaded  for  the  society  of  my 
friend,  butin  vain.,  At  length  I  was  told 
that  he  was  dead  ;  and  the  first  use  I  made. 
of  my  more  familiär  knowledge  of  thelan-^ 
£u^gC)  g^ve  me  the  delailed  circuniBtancet 
of  hia  miserable  end.  His  gridfandim» 
patience  on  being  separated  from  me  wai 
shown  in  a  manner  which  the  people  about 
bim  neither  understood,  nor  pitied.  He 
refused  food,  and  they  chastised  his  obsti- 
nacy.  He  became  more  determined,  and 
he  was  left  to  himself  and  time  for  the 
remcdy.  Nature  at  length  conquered; 
he  asked  for  food  by  signs  expressive  of 
his  wants  and  Submission ;  and  they  in- 
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^utiously  placed  before  him  socne  boilcd 
JLce  And  water^  of  which  he  ate  and  drank 
M»  yoraciously^  that  bc  died  in  great  ago- 

ppkcs^  a  few  hours  after. 

.■ .  ' 

»I  found  in  tliis  relation,  tny  Harriet, 
iiy  last  human  tiedisolved;  aiid  I  deplor- 
1^  the  loss  of  a  man^  whom  in  happicr 
pircumstances  of  forlune,  I  should,  it  is 
Ijgrobable^  have  scorned  for  his  vices,'  and 
j^ßdemned  as  a  being,  lo^t  to  ev^ry  virtu* 
MfA  feeling ;  but  isolated  as  I  stood,  Si- 
||K>n8  was  a  prop,  and  I  could  not  think  of 
l^m  as  a  man  who  had  outUved  humanity. 
&at  to  return  to  my  more  immediatc  pur- 
pose.  My  patron,  pleased  with  my  rnpid 
|irogress  in  his  language,  now  became  a 
iiupil  for  mine,  and  with  much  curiosity 
^c  would  listen  to  my  rcading  and  imper-» 
iect  translations  of  the  English  authors  ; 
but  he  soon  relaxed  froni  his  ardour,  the 
l^boiir  discouraged  him,  and  he  contented 
Jlimself  with  occasionally  con versing  with 
SIC  in  his  native  tongue.     My  story  pro- 
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duced  no  compassion,  he  had  long  desired 
to  have  an  Englishman  in  bis  house^  and  as 
such  I  should  by  any  application  at  Algiers 
have  brought  him  into  trouble  with  thc 
Dey  ;  he  therefore  chose  to  believe  that  I 
was  of  Spanish  origin.  My  mothcr's 
picture  was  an  cvidence  of  this,  for  he  had 
Seen  Spanish  ladies^  although  none  so 
beautiful.  Judge  of  the  torments  I  en- 
dured,  when  in  saying  this  he  would  pro- 
duce  the  picture,  and  comment  od  its 
Superlative  beauties.  Thus  passed  the 
first  three  years  of  my  captivity,  and  my 
incessant  and  defeated  projects  of  escaping 
to  Algiers.  At  this  period  my  patron  re- 
moved  to  a  more  distant  province ;  and  I 
was  further  removed  from  every  hope. 
Two  years  more  wcre  passed  in  that  laiH 
gour.  of  ifiind,  which  the  annihilation  of 
hope  occasioned.  My  master  discovered^ 
that  he  had  gained  no  advantage  frpm  hav- 
ing  an  English  slave.  I  was  too  feeblc 
for  labour,  and  too  pensive  for  his  amuse* 
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I,    meht ;  and  without  a  scruplc  of  conscience, 

:  *ära  mark  6f  regret,  he  exchanged  mc  for 

'irünt  Arabian  horse  which  pleased  him  ; 

'/vidwith  the  most  unpitying  indifFtrencc 

:  Tefused  to  restorc  to  me  my  mothers's  pic- 

ture^   saying,  that   I  had   bcen   a  costly 

tiargain. 

'   With  mynew  master,  my  toWswere  in- 

■  oessant ;  but  to  what  purpose  should  I  de- 

tinl  thcse  years  of  misery  to  my  Harriet  ? 

Whcrefore  should  lattempt  to  delineate- 

äiaos,   in  which  not;hing  of  my  former 

\  tndn  öf  thought  appeared^  but  the  remem- 

firilnce  of  the  wife  whom  I  had  left  in  the* 

power  of  a  demon  ?     It  would  be  a  fruit- 

|;  Ifess  attempt  to  give  language  to  feelingsy 

•  which  at  times  overpowered  my  reason. 

Büt  man,  my  Harriet,  is  no  less  incom- 

prchcnsible,  than  the  power  which  has  en^- 

düed  him  with  the  force  to  resist  suffer- 

9  iog.     In  the  days  of  ease  and  cnjoymenty 

i  the  principles  of  his  soul  lie  dormant ;  he 

c  sbrinks  from  the  slightest  blast)  which  an- 
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noyß  bis  enervated  body  and  mind ;  ^ven 
up  to  adversity^  to  hardship^  and  labour, 
all  his  powers  exert  their  energy  to  prc- 
serve  an  existence^  of  which  he  is  vceary« 
Like  the  animals,  it  was  my  ofHce  to  watch 
and  serve ;  I  siept  after  my  allottcd  toil ; 
and  in  the  morningawoketo  tbe  privileges 
of  the  man^  and  the  prospects  of  the 
Christian.  How  often  did  I  bless  cny 
Mäker,  for  the  hopcs  of  the  Grospcl.  How 
often  recall  to  my  mind  the  lessons  of  my 
lender  and  pious  Mrs,  Duncan  !  My  mind 
was  soothed  by  the  hope  that  you  were 
dead,  my  Harriet ;  and  I  exulted  in  the 
thovight  of  meeting  with  you  in  a  world 
of  Miss.  My  master,  at  this  period,  sold 
me  to  anothcr ;  he  was  on  the  eye  öf  a 
long  and  fatiguing  journey,  and  he  had 
the  wisdom  to  perceiye,  that  my  st^eogth 
was  unequal  to  the  duties  it  would  una* 
Yoidably  impo^e.  I  was,  in  consequencCi 
sold  to  another  Arabian  merchant;  but 
•ne  much  more  wealthy  than  the  matter 
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^X  had  so  laboriousljr  served,  during  his 
•^ «randering  desultory  journcys,  in  his  traf- 
^^  jßc  of  buying  female  slaves.  To  my  un- 
/^^peakable  relief,  I  found  that  I  was,  with 
'  ^cthers  in  my  master's  suite,  furnished  with 
l^  a  horse  for  our  journey,  of  which  each 
f^^der  had  the  care,  and  my  good  for- 
'j|,  tune  for  once  appeared.  One  öf  the  mos^ 
^^luable  of  these  beautiful  animals  was 
jL^^-Suddenly  seized  with  an  Indisposition, 
M  which  must,  inafew  hoiirs^  have  proved 
||;£ltalirom  the  means  used  to  preserve  his 
JL;,life.  My  master  despaired  of  his  recovery ; 
^.  and  I  ventured  to  propose  copious  bleed- 
|...iQg»  My  advice  was  taken,  and  I  was  the 
l,  Operator;    the  horse  recovered,   and  my 

&vour  was  established.  Our  journey  ter- 
L  .minated  at  my  master's  home,  and  we  be- 
^  came  stationary.     His  only  son,  a  youth 

of  about  sixteen,  bQcame  attached  to  me, 
...and,  for  atime,  I  entqrtained  the  romantic 
.^.bope,  of  cultivating  a  mind,  notdeficieat 
^,   JD  natural  endowments ;  but  the  moment 
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my  pupil  found  thatamusemcnt-led  to  ap- 
pliation,  hc  lost  his  relisli  for  Ibrahim^s 
Instructions.  His  fathcr,  a  quiet  indolent 
man,  had,  inthe  firstinstancc  of  the  son*s 
grefcrcnce  of  mc,  formally  given  me  to 
him,  not  displcased  by  the  nnodcs  of  in-? 
struction  I  had  adopted  ;  nor  was  he  with- 
out  hope,  that  my  examßje  and  precepts 
might  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  his  son's 
temper.  I  still  hope,  that  I  contributed 
to  the  amelioration  of  the  soil,  though  I 
was  unhble  to  sow  the  seed  I  wished  tosec 
spring  up.  He  exchanged  me  with  per- 
fect  JndifFereftce  for  a  young  female  slave; 
but  with  generosity  he  recommended  mc 
to  my  new  patron  as  somcthing  more  than 
a  common  man,  adding^  that  I  knew  all 
things.  Whetlier  this  character,  or  my  rc- 
scrved,  although  resigned  behaviour,  pro- 
diiced  ti.e  efFect,  is  not  a  question  of  any 
im;  ortance  here ;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
hc  t  reated  me  with  kindness,  and  conceivcd 
that  I  should  repay  him  by  the  price  hc 
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"jud  afHxed  to  my  talents.  He  was  hj 
fbitth  an  American^  bis  traffic  had  Qon* 
4Aucted  hirfa  iato  many  remotc  regions; 
^Huid  I  found  in  his  conversation  both  im- 
Jj^vement  and  amazcment.     Time  had 

r 

A^lünted  the  kecn  angiiish  of  my  woundcd 
!bdsom;  bondage  was  familiär  toiny  de- 
l^cted  spirits ;  I  was  a  non-entity  to  all, 
i^üt  öiy  Maker ;  and  in  contemplating  his 
prms  of  mercy,  I  could  smile  at  my  chains. 
jSb  the  course  of  two  years  I  had,  with  my 
nitron,  journied  by  sea  and  land,  until  w^ 
■üt^  Icngth  reached  Grand  Cairo;  where, 
induced  by  the  profit  accruingfrom  my 
nsAty  he  part^d  with  me to a  Turk  of  some 
cstimation  in  the  eyes  of  bis  countrymen, 
fbr  he  was  opulent  and  well  protected.  He 
ifiras  adyancedin  years,  had  a  noble  coun- 
tenance,  and  spoke  to  me  with  a  dignified 
«ndplacid  courteousness,  bidding  melook 
lupon  him  with  confidence.  I  obeyed, 
4md  our  eyes  met.  Grood  God  !  when  I 
pcrceived  the  trerpulous  signs  of  humanity. 
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the  sympathetic  greeting  of  his  sdll  ex- 
pressive  lineaments,  my  soul  mclted  within 
me ;  I  was  unable  to  resist  the  swcct  invi- 
tation  of  pity,  and  I  burst  into  tears,  in- 
stead  of  paying  him  the  exacted  homage 
of  a  slave  to  his  master.  Hc  turned  asidc, 
and  I  saw,  yes,  my  Harriet  !  l  savr 
the  tear  roll  down  his  venerable  face. 
Here,  for  a  time,  was  my  harbour  of  re- 
pose.  My  benefector,  and  my  friend 
listened  to  my  tale  of  woe,  and  whether  it 
arose  from  the  Suggestion  of  an  enligbtened 
reason,  or  from  the  benevolcnce  of  his 
heart^  he  neither  blamed  me  for  adheriog 
to  my  religion,  nor  recommended  to  me 
his  own.  Once^  and  once  only^  he  ssid 
with  a  smile,  *^  be  discreet  Ibrahim,  and 
be  true  to  Allah  in  thy  Services ;  and  whe- 
ther thou  art  a  foUower  of  Jesus  or  of  Mo- 
hammed, he  will  acknowledge  ihee."  I 
bowed  in  silence,  and  I  gavc  no  oJSeoice  by 
being  stead£a$t  in  my  faith  in  the  QpspeL 


THE  VtCTIM    OP    VILIANY.        !U 


CHAP.  VI. 


^fkirlesDuncansNarrative  concluded^ 


IßAigiun  return  to  my  story.  The  recital 
P^mylrfe  produced  an  effect  which  the 
i^  Abdallah  had  not  foreseen.  He  fre-* 
äently  ihdalged  me  in  tbe  recapitulation 
fthose  circumstances  of  my  disastrons 
fftune,  which  no  interval  of  time  had 
^n  able  to  erase  from  my  mind.  He 
Rrmitted  me,  my  Harriet,  to  speak  of  my 
afe,  of  my  hopes  as  a  parent ;  and  my 
tounds  bled  afresh.  To  pity  and  sooth- 
igs,  he  added  more  solid  proofs  of  his  re- 
ird.  "I  am  old/'  observed  he,  *'  and 
lonot  live  long ;  you  are  a  comfort  to 
i€ ;  and  tbe  fate  of  those  you  deplore  \& 


112  LADY    MACLAIRN, 

probably  long  since  dccidcd.  I  will  givc 
you  freedom,  and  thc  means  o(  returning 
to  your  country,  on  condition  you  remsda 
here,  and  close  my  cy-es.!'  I,  witi)  grati- 
tude,  accepted  ofthose  terms;  and,  somc 
months  before  he  died,  he  had,  in  pre- 
sence  of  the  ofRcial  magistrate,  formally 
rcgistered  my  freedom.  He  had,  more- 
over,  the  precaution  to  give  mc  a  pursc  of 
gold,  which  he  ordered  me  to  secrcte, 
«aying,  that  his  deathmight  leave  mc  pcii^ 
nyless,  as  he  could  not  trust  to  the  gen,c- 
rosity  of  those  who  mightsuccced  hSm.  I 
wasfeithful  to  my  bencfactor ;  and  in  hfea- 
ven  we  shall  again  be  frrendä  i 

I  mct  with  no  impediment  after  hisde«' 
ce'asc  in  the  Steps  I  took  for  my  farthei 
cnlargement,  and  at  Ichgth  with  my  little 
treasure  I  reached  Alexandria,-  whcre  I 
found  a  French  vesscl  rcady  to  sail  for 
Marseilles,  in  which  I  embarked  as  a  pas- 
senger. My  early  acquaintance  with  the 
mathematics,   and  my^desultory  voyages 
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.  .Iwith  my  patron,  had  rendercd  noie  no  irt- 
j.,expert  scaman.  Our  navigation  was  te*- 
r^iiiöus^  and  the  captain  an  Ignorant  babbler» 
|or  anausement,  I  had  recourse  to  my  ac- 
ivky ;  and^  in  the  cxereise  ondeck,  I  saw 
^hat  the  vessel  was  badly  manceuvred^  and 
Ijfo  a  crazy  condition;  kecping  us  con^ 
Mtantly  at  the  pump,  and  under  apprehen^ 
l^ons  for  our  safety.  Inured  to  labour, 
'0nd  cheerfuUy  glving  my  time  tO'the  eonw 
Inon  relief  of  all^  I  became  a  favourite 
jpjtaritfa  the  sailors^  which  provideniially  saved 
l^eir  lives  and  my  own..  Whhin  a  few 
^agues  of  our  port  we  met  with  rpugh 
,9ireather ;  and  a  swelling  sea  succeeded  the 
i^alci  which  was  only  formidable  to  a  ship 
4p  the  condition  of  ours«  The  leak  gäined 
:i^n  US  raprdly,  and  the  captain»  in  de^ 
Mpair^  gave  Orders  for  the  longboat  to  be 
!i|3frcpared,  and  for  cach  man  to  think  of 
«bis  preservation.  The  niglit  was  dark, 
«(id  the  peril  obvious,  in  an  attempt  to 
Tpach  land  in  the  boat.     My  arguments 
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prevailcd ;  by  inccssant  toil  wc  kept  the 
vessel  floating  tili  day  break,  whcn  we  tocd^ 
to  the  boat,  and  saw  her  sink  before  we 
had  gone  half  a  furlong.  We  rtackt^ 
however,  the  port,  and  the  shi^reciid 
Duncatty  once  mpre  saw  himaelf  poor  and 
friendless ;  but  I  vitisfree.  i  looked  at  mj 
muscular  arms  and  I  smiled ;  for  I  was  in^ 
dependent ;  and  quitting  my  companion% 
who  were  relie ved  from  thcir  necessities  by 
the  charity  they  solicited,  I  rqpiixtdto  « 
housej  in  order  to  replenish  my  atresgdi 
with  bread  of  my  own.  My  slender  purse 
iufilced»  howeyer,  for  my  wants«  I  had 
enough  to  buy  me  the  dress  of  a  seamaii» 
and  fortunately  Unding  au  American  ahip 
bound  for  London,  I  ofFered  myself  as  t 
shipwrecked  Englishman^  wiUing  to  woA. 
my  passage  home.  Sometfaing  in.my  TOioe 
and  manner  betrayed  my  feelings,  whcn  I 
pronounced  the  word  home.  The  captaiii 
had  the  heart  of  a  man,  and  I  was  told»  to 
Xaktmybirik  ^^onboard'*  that  vcry  eycn- 
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ing,  and  that  it  should  be  a  warm  onc ; 
for  he  pitied  me.  During  the  voyage  my 
quiet  melancholy  and  some  accidental  dis- 
courses  of  *^  my  learningj''  to  use  the  wor- 
thy  captain's  word,  so  augmcnted  the  in- 
terest  his  benevolence  had  excited  in  my 
behalf,  that,  on  reachingour  port,  he  asked 
mc  what  werc  my  intentions  rcspecting  my 
future  employment.  I  replied  that  my  first 
care  would  be  to  seek  out  z,frknd^  who,  \i 
found,  would  determine  my  fate,  and  pro* 
|3atly  place  me  beyond  the  reach  of  pe- 
oory.  **  But  you  may  not  find  him/*  re- 
plied he»  viewing  wtth  attention  emotiong 
which  I  was  unable  to  check.  **  Let  me 
•dvise  you  to  keep  where  you  are^  tili  you 
ctn  do'  better.  I  like  you,  and  will  retain 
y4m  &s  ship  Steward ;  you  are  a  good  sea* 
man  and  an  honest  capable  man ;  and  may 
bc  the  maker  of  your  own  fortune.**  I 
fejected  this  ofFer,  saying,  that  I  knew  not 
Whether  my  private  concerns  would  pcrmit 
me  to  leave  England  so  soon  as  he  would. 
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^'  Well,"  replied  he,    *'  T  will  not  pres5 
you  into  my  Service ;  but  I  must  pay  for 
V7hat  yoü  have  done.     I  was  on  the  look» 
out  for  a  hand  to  supply  one  who  fiad  Icß 
me  whcn  we  mct.    You  Kave  morc  tlian 
done  that  fellow^s  duty,  and' you  are  justT; 
entitled  io  your  wages."^    He  placed  tcn 
guineas  m  my  hand,  and  added,  that  whilst 
the  ship  was  at  hermoorrngs,   he  thougtt 
r  might  as  well  make  her  my  *^  head  quar- 
ters/* as  she  would  ^ive  me   a  bed  aod 
board  until  a  better  hammock  was  found  *, 
ancji  in  order  to  make  this  offer  sit  easy  oa 
your  mind/'    contipued  he,    taking  my 
trembling  hand,  **  You  may  keep.a  clear 
rcckoning,  by  being  usefid  to  me  witb 
your  pen,  and  your  sobricty/V   He  ih- 
stantly  left  me,  and  at  his  return  Itbankcd" 
him,  and  entered  on  my  ofiice  of  cl^rk* 
ship. 

My  approach  to  England  had  opencd 
those  wounds  which  time  and  rcligion  Kad 
in  fart  closcd  ;  but  T  mean  not  to  place 
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before  you  thc   condition  of  a  mind  torn 
by  thc  anguish  of  reflecting  on  you,  and 
cbrroded  by  the  feclings   of  rcseniment, 
andthe  purposes  of"vcngeance,  whichal- 
tcrnately  govcrned  my  soul.     At  the  sight 
of  London    iny  spiriis  forsook  me,    my 
heart  ceased  to  beat,  and  I  was  conveyed 
to  my   bed    in  a   State  of  insensibility. 
Would  to  God  !    I  had  found  in  this  re- 
gpite  from   misery,     my   final    dismissal 
firom     sense    and   sorrow  !     But  return- 
ing  recollection  only  restored  me  to  the 
contcmplation  of  my  wretclied  State.  For- 
lorn  and  friendlcss ;   cut  ofFfrom  thc  swcet 
lies  of  affinity ;  blasted  in  flime  ;  stampcd 
with    ignominy,  and  miirkcd  for justice! 
Deprived  of  the  only   comfort,  the  only 
hope  of  my  lifo  !    niy  wife,  my  Harriet ! 
wh'o  had  been   either    destroycd   in    the 
wreck  of  my  foi  tune,  or  hved  to  despise 
and  to  curse  me  as  her  undoer — Oh  !  let 
me  pause  ! 

I  now  wi>re  life  away :    one  purposc  ab- 
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sorbed  my  cvery  sensc  of  f  itiguc,    every 
fearfor  my  safety  !  No  trac  es  of  the  Keiths 
tcmaiued  untrod ;    these  ended  in  disap- 
jpointments.      Another  fam'ly  had   esta- 
blished  themselves  in  the  Square  ;  and  evcn 
that  had  changed,   inmany  respects,  its 
foraier  aspect ;  for  I  scarcely  saw  on  thc 
doors  a  name  that  I   could  recall  to  my 
memory.  Ye   fo  this  spot  was  I  irrcsistibly 
drawn,    and  for  hoiirs    together  havc  I 
paced  it.    One  day,  pnd  towards  its  close, 
I  perccivcd  that  I  excited  tlie  curiosity  of 
the  people  who  passed  me  ;  and  that  onc 
person   in   particular   was    observing   me 
from  the  window  of  that  abode,  .in  which 
I  had  tasted  of  the  ciip  of  Uiss,  in  ordcr,  as 
it  should  seem,  to  know  more  acutely  that 
of  wretchedncss.     I   instinctively   tnrned 
down    a   passage     leading  into   Ormond 
Street.     In  passing  a  small  shop,  the  win- 
dow of  which  displayed,  with  the  food  of 
the  poor,    tfie  huinble  luxuries  of  penny 
pies  and  tarts^     I  stopped  with  others,  in 
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,?{ Order  to  appease  tbe  wrath  of  the  womao^ 
R^riiose  property  had  beeu  invadtd  hy  a  child. 
(Of  about  ten  years  old,  whöm  she  had  de- 
^ctcd  in  stealing  a  tart.  Her  fury  wa» 
^pibdoed  by  söme  one  who  paid  for  the  de* 
']k(quent*s  trespass  ;  and  the  collected 
jperaons  contmued  their  way  with  the 
«weepmg  and  tcrrified  girl.  From  tKe  train 
Öf  thought  which  this  little  incident  had 
piüduced  in  my  ixiind,  I  was  recalled  to 
it  consideration  of  the  Harridan's  face, 
ivfao  wondcring  probably  at  mine,  and  my 
idnemaining  before  her  door,  asked  me  what 
X  wished  for.  1  instantly  recognized  the 
^"'g'^^^  V'hen  in  former  times  I  had  daily 
ipassed  at  her  Station  near  the  passage  I  was 
^rthen  in,  where  sitting  by  a  wheelbarrow, 
she  seid  her  similar  commodities,  and 
t-sexhibited  a  face,  which  time  could  not 
?^-change;  for  u  claret  coloured  mark  so 
«"tompletely  covered  one  side  of  it,  as  to 
jJC  fonn  a  half  mask;  and  with  this  defcct  she 
*■'  was     moreovcr     exceedingly     deformed; 
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Struck  by  tbc  convicrion  of  her  bemg  a 
person  who  must  have  some  knowledgcof 
TS/lr.  Flamairs  family,  I  entercd  thc  shop»^ 
and  placing  myself  on  an  old  ehest  which 
half  filled  it,    I  asked  for  some  cold  meat, 

• 

^e  applied  herseif  to  cutting  and  weigh* 
ing  it.     *'  Do  not  spare  it/'  said  I,  throw- 
ing  down  half  a  crown,  *^  I  am  hungry 
and  faint,  having  walked  from  Wapping; 
and  my  return  thither  to  night  must  be 
provided  for.     Could  you  procurc  me  ^ 
pint  of  porter  ?*'  ^*  In  a  moraent/'  answcr- 
ed  she  with  alacrity,  calling  to  ä   boy  op-' 
pob'ite,  who  as  instantly   supplied  the  de- 
iTiand.     My   questions  followed  ;  and  as 
thc  preludC'to  them,  I  told  her  I  thought 
I  had  Seen  her  many  ycars  back,  when  I 
was  oftcn  a  visitor  in  a  family,  who  then 
resided  in  Red  Lion   Square;  but  thati 
fancied  ilicy  were  removed,  notseeingtbc 
name   of  FlamaJl  in  the  Square.     "  Very 
ükely,  "answered  she,  "  mine  is  aface  nof 
casilyforgotten  ;  but  1  thank  God^  thirty- 
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^yc^rs  Standing  at  my  barrpw,  have 
w6y^  it  an  honest  one ;  and  you  see 
ip  ppw  with  a  hou3e  over  my  head, 
Hfjjl^l^  will,  I  hope,  better  shelter  me,  than 
luy  lA  the  Square  have  dpne  thase  who 
MfP^  tne  in  all  th'eir  glpry  and  pride/* 
gATas  Mr.  Flamall  one  of  those  who  lived 

P.fastforhis  holding  the  Station  he  was 
fwhen  I  knew  him  ?"  asked  I,  "  Oh 
no,**  replied  she,  "  there  was  no  fear 
hat,  he  knew  top  well  how  to  get 
toney  to  be  in  dang^r  of  being  poor. 
b  sold  his  house  when  he  married  bis 
||er  to  a  rieh  old  man,  and  took  rooms  in 
fiocoln's  lan,  he  was  too  high  to  be  calL- 
J  an  attorncy,  and  it  has  been  forsooth 
}ßmsellor  Flamall  froni  that  time.'V  I 
l^st  find  him,"  obscrvcd  I,  "  for  I  have 
jfBne  business  with  him  as  an  attorney,  A 
ll^ion  ofmine  left  him  to  manage  her 
l^rs  when  she  died^  and  I  shdl  expect 
jy  little  legacy*'  "  I  wish  you  may  find 
^V  answered  she,  *^  but  they  say  he  is  a 
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Sharp  one,   and  lovrt  money.**     It  was  a 
shame  to  marry,  as  he  did,  that  beauüful 
young  creature  his  sister^  to  an  old  hunks 
ofscventy.     "Bull  suppose  thc  young 
lady  waä  consultcd/'  obdervcd  I.   '*  I  sup- 
pose so  too,"  answered  «he,  **for,  God  be 
praisedj  they  trannot  in  this  Gotintry  forcc  a 
poor  girl  to  the  altar  ;  but,  as  I  havc  becn 
told,  Miss  FlamaJl  was  brokcn-heartcd  ftnr 
the  loss   of  a  swectheart,  and  for  a  long 
time  thought   to  be   dying,  and   she  did 
not  eare  what  became  of  her  honour;'8hc 
has  been  lucky  on  the  whole,  for  the  old 
man  soon  left  her  a  widow,  and  she  mar- 
ried  a  very  proper  looking    gentleman  ; 
and  is  now  calied  my  lady.     Bat  it  is  years 
since  I  have  seen  her;  and  she  may,  or 
may  not  be  living;  forshcwent  into  thc 
North  with  her  first  husband,  and  I  havc 
never  seen  her  since;  nor  should  I  havc 
knownthus  mach,  but  from  an  acquaint- 
ance,  who  lived  sometime  with  her  as  cook, 
wben    she    kept  her   brother*8    housc.** 
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^^^  Whät  was  the  girPs  name  ?"  askcd  I. 
\gf  I  remember  one  who  lived  in  the  family 
0L  the  rime  my  aunt  died,  when  I  was 
Ijfinequenily  at  the  house  on  the  business  in 
Spicstion."  ''  Mary"  Nutt,"  repiied  she, 
Mthout  embarrassment ;  ^^  but  she  marri« 
aod  died  in  child-bed,  poor  sool  !** 
[y  enquiries  terminatcd  here,  tny  agcmies 
Innere  va^t  to  be  concealed,  and  hastily  rising 
"  scrving  that  I  should  be  late,  I  with- 
rew  ^  the  woman  loudly  calling  to  me  ta 
e  my  cliange.  It  was  already  dark ; 
d  the  intelligcnce  I  had  received  had 
Aarrowed  up  every  image  of  despair  in  my 
benighted  soul.  Shall  Iretrace  the  horrors 
t  ofthat  night,  when  wanden  ng  from  street 
pto  Street,  my  footsteps  conducted  me  to 
-theTiver  side  ?  I  stopped  :  I  «ummcd  up 
? Ae  blessings  I  had  lost.  I  hecamc  despe- 
^rate,  Harriet  !  The  moment  of  pcrdition 
.  was  suspcnded  by  a  watchman's  passing 
Jne,  who  roughly  asked  ihe  what  I  was 
aböut.     I  repiied,  that  I  wanted  a  boat. 
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**  You  will  do  well  to  wait  tili  day  break/* 

aii3wered  he^  surveying  tne  witb  attention« 

'^  Come,  my  poor  fellow^  let  me  showyau 

a  bouse  where  you  will  be  «afe/*  Subdued 

by  the  gracious  interposition  which  had 

saved  me^  I  burst  into  tears,  and  thanking 

the  man,  I  said^  I  would  walk  to  my  ship^ 

noming  it  and  Captain  Nelson.     '^  You 

are  a  cup  too  low/'  observcd  he,  "  come, 

I  will  sharc  a  pot  with  you;  you  are  an 

honest  man  by  your  looks  ;  but  you  must 

not  remain  here."     I  complied,  and  he 

Icd    the  way   to    a   public   house  which 

was  open.     I  sbarccl  with  him  the  portcr 

he  called  for  ;  and  he  returned  to  bis  duty, 

exacting  from  me  a  promise,  that  I  would 

W.ait  foE  daylight»     Itcame,  Harriet,  and 

I  dctermined   to  Jive,  and  to  take  ample 

vengeance  on  my  destroyer's  head.     The 

State  of  my  mind  was  such,  as    to  admit 

of  no  impedimcnts  in  my  projects   of  rc- 

venge.     I  infprmed  Captain  Nelson  thati 

lyas  going  into  the  country^  in  the  Jiope 
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-  of  meeting  with  a  person  whom  it  was  nc- 
<;cssary  for  me  to  sec.     Again  he  presscd 

■  «ne  to  continiie  with  him  ;  but  finding 
ine  determined,  he  contented  himself  with 

V  ^g^ii^  supplying  my  purse  with  fivc  guineas, 

•  and  recommcnding  me  in  the   strengest 
,  i:enns^  to  the  owner  of  the  wharf  he  used, 

and  who  happened  to  be  preserit.     This 

j"  man  cngaged  to  employ  me^  in  case  my 
» •  • 

i    necessities  should  oblige  me  to  labour  for 

)   jDiybread;  andgiving  me  his  address,  he 

^*  Jbade  me  come  to  him  should  my  journey 

,  ÄOt  turnr  out  to  my  expectation.     I  bad  no 

■  %cbains  tg  impede  my  feet  ;  but  measuring 

the  distance  by  land,  and  my  strcngth,  I 
.'    preferred  working    down  my  passagc  to 

•  Ncwcastlc  ;  having  learned  from  the  por- 
ter at  Lincoln's  Inn,  thatMf.  Flamall  was 

"  at  his  brother's,    Sir  Murdoth   Maclairn's 
seat  near  Durham. 

.  Aware  of  the  impression  which  sorrow 
has  given  to  my  toil-worn  countenance,  I 
have  personated  here  a.shipwrecked,  and 
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sick  mariner ;  and  pity  gave   me  shelter. 
Here  ends  my  eventful  tale,  and  herc  ter- 
minates  the  decree  of  Hcaven,  which  pro- 
nounced  that  Charles  Duncan  should  hav« 
no  friend,    no  comforter,  but  that  Being 
in  whose  approbation  he  should  find  peace 
and   repose.      I    have  secn    you,    I  havc 
heard  your  voice  !    I  listened  to  your  ac- 
cents  of  melting  tenderness  and  sympathy 
when  you  talked  of  your  hiisband.     *'  Hc 
is  a  man,"  säid  you, "  of  whom  it  may  with 
truth  hc  ^d  that  he  has  been  steeped  in 
affliction,    yet,   my  Malcolm,    like    his 
Divine  Master,  he  bows  resigned   to  bis 
cro«s;  he  murmurs  not — but  in  his  sufFcr- 
ings  teaches  us  patiencc."     Andto  whom 
was  this  Said  ?  tö  your  son,  to  Maclairn*s 
child  !     No  frenzy  followed  this  scene  rf 
anguish,  but  tears,  my  Harnet,  which,  like 
the  dew  of  heaven  on  the  parched  eartb, 
allaycd  the  fever  of  my  disturbed   brain, 
and  solaced  my  burning  bc»om.     I  forgot 
myself^  I  saw  oply  in  my  Harriet,  Mac- 
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^   iairn^s  wife  and  his  son's  mother,  dignified 

[  and  matured,  by  tha4i  virtue  which  had  at- 

^r  tfacted  my  adoration, 

I  ..  Ecrscvere  most  excellent  of  thy  sex  f-: 
fulfil  the  duties  of  thy  Station  !  forgct  that 
I  Jiave  invaded  on  your  peviee  "by  this  in- 
truaion;  but  my  eiern al  safety^dependcd 
on  your  believing  me  tmiocmt  and  faUhful. 
A  little  vvhile,  and  I  shall  be  iii  that  grave^ 
IQ  whieh  /ör  years  yo}^  have  believed  me 
4so  bc»  The  storm  of  passion  yields  tor 
lictter  thoughts.  I  will  nevcr  see  Slamall 
ii,l  can  help  it.  Trust  to  my  word,  it  has 

\  »ever  dcceivcd  you ;  and  to  the  God  o£ 
truth  I  make  my  appeal ;  that  in  thought, 
word,  and  deed,  Charles  Duncan  was^^ 
worthy  of  your  love,  and  will  die  in  the 
blessed  hope  of  mceting  your  pure  spirit 
io  a  World  of  permanent  joy  and  pcace. 

As  soon  as  I  am  'assured  that  this  packet 
is  in  your  possession,  I  shall  quit  your 
aeighbourhood,  and  finally  leave  a  coun* 
tsy,  in  which,  as  for  Noah's  dove,  there^^ 
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is  no  restnig  place  for  my  fbot.  Büt  ^hoüid 
thy  gentlc  natute  turn  afiidc  firörti  thfc  sor- 
rows  at  band,  to  follow  thc  hapless  wäh- 
c!crer  anew  in  hit«  paiiiful  courst,  remem- 
her,  thät, 

*'  Thpüj^h  in  a  bare  and  rugged  way 
^Thrbugh  devious  loncly  patbs  I  stiiay, 
"   Ihy  prescncc  shall  my  paiiM  beguile« 
,  "  The  harren  wilderuess  sliall  iinile." 

Think  not  that  I  misapply  these  linet  \ 
for  my  God  will  not  rcfuse  the  worship  of 
a  heart,  behause  still  alive  to  thöse  äfTci;- 
tions  he  implanted  therc  as  his  mo6t  pttf^ 
cious  gift,  Parewell !  once  rtiöre  I  Cöh- 
jure  you  by  the  tenderness  and  cofnpaläslbli 
which  this  will  awäken  in  your  bosofti,  t6 
banish  all  regrets.  Thou  wast  a  widöW, 
Harriet,  from  the  hour  that  DiinCäh^^s 
honour  received  its  deadly  wöund.  Thy 
vows  were  absolved  from  the  houf  thou 
wasttaughttobeliev^  me  capable  of  ddsertA 
mg  thee,  even  to  secure  myown  llfe.  I 
have  no  doubts  to  dcar  away ,  Thoy  wast  to 
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,  the  hands  of  a  mohster ;  and  heaven  has 
^  .  bccn  mcrciful,  in  cxtricating  thee  from  the 
snares  of  vice  and   infatny,  which  that 
^    tmmter  had  prepared  for  thee.  . 

Farewell,  Charles  Dünca*. 

P.  S.  Judge  of  my  rcsolution !  I  have 
;heard  that  Flamall  is  daily  expected  at 
'  the  hall.     I  have  heard  him  cxecrated  as 
;    the  tyrant  who  rules  there.     I  have  hcard 
r-my  Hafriet  piticd  !     Yet  will  I   forhcar. 
,.  -  Duncan  shall  not  be  his  own  avenger ;  for 
i  -there  is  a  God  "  to  whom  vengeance  bc* 
-tongeth,"  and  he  will   not  be  mocked.     I 
"fly  from  the  temptation  of  infringing  his 
•acred  rights.     Your  peace  is  the  shield 
ii^hich  I  oppose  to  my  just^  my  cverlasting; 
tiimity  wirii  this  demon.      Again  I  pro-^ 
■ftiise,  that   this.  band   shall   not  be  raiscd 
against  your   brothcr ;     for  were  it,   itiy 
injuries  would  give  it  strcngth,  aad  ji^^ticc 
Would   guide  it.      Once  more   farewell ! 
;  Think  not  of  the  lost  Charles.     He  is  only 
üfn  atom. 

P  5 
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La  ^y  Maclairn  in  continuation^ 

From  the  hour  that  Maclairn 's  wifc  has 
had  this  evidence  of  the  triumph  of  \il- 
lainy  over  a  man^  graced  and  endowed 
witli  every  requisite  to  awe  it,  and  to  sub- 
ject  its  dcsigns  by  the  power  of  the  virtuye 
inherent  in  his  soul,  she  has  been  a  stran- 
ger to  peace. 

My  conscience^  lulled  to  repose  by  the 
fond  hope  of  beiRg  nccessary  to  your  com- 
forts,  my  dear  Maclairn,  as  being  the 
sharer  of  youf  sorrows,  and  the  companioo 
and  friend  in  whose  presencc  you^som^- 
times  solaced  your  woes,  and  as  one  whom 
you  ever  ^aw  withouf  trouble  or  disquie- 
-tude,  had  ceased  to  upbraid  me  for  crimeS|. 
to  which  I  had  been  bet;rayed,  by  the  an- 
thority  of  my  brother  and  my  own  timi- 
dity.  Had  I,  in  the  first  hour,  listened 
to  my  self-reproaches  on  d  Iscover ing^t bat 
I  had  been  deceived,  and  that  there  stiH 
existed  a  witness  against  me  able»  in  a  mo- 
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mentj^  to  render  me  the  object  of  your* 
scorn  and  detestation,.  I  should  not  havö 
shrunk  from  anopen  ayowal  of  the  infamy 

''■  I  had  incurred ;  for  I  feit  that  the  woman* 
who  is  dishonoured  in  her  own  eyes,  ani 
,condenuied*  by  her  own  conscience^  can» 
meet  with  no  encrease  to  her  misery  from- 
the  conlempt  of  the  world.     But  as  I  wa8> 

'\  Malcolm-Maclairn's  mother  and  the  osten- 
sible guardian  of  his  father*s  honour  and^ 

: .  unsuUied  name,     I  hare  been  dumb,  and^ 

■  have  sustained  ray  bürden  with  patienee^ 
for  theirsakes.. 

*^     But  the  time  is  not  far  remote,  when^ 
Heav0n>  in  compassion  to  niy  contrition- 
.and  sorrows^   will  release  me.     You,  my 
bcloved  Maclairn,  will  acknowledge  that  1 

•^  tave  been  faithful ;  and  Malcolm  will  ho- 
hour  his  mother's  grave  with  a  tear,  and 
he  will  say,  **  she  bas  expiated  heroifencc 
by  her  sufFerings,  and  has  proclaimcd  that 

'she  loved  the  truth,  from  which  she  was 

■  so  fatally  led  away  by  a  Flamall.     Lct  me,. 
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O  heaven,  depart  in  this  hope !  or  be, 
as  though  I  had  never  .livcd  to  those  for 
whom  I  have  lived.  Oh  spare  to  them  thc 
pang  of  pronouncing  Harrict  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  Maclairn  ! 

I  will  not,  my  dear  Lucy,  hazard  a  Sin- 
gle reflcxion  on  this  touching  nanrative, 
tintil  the  füll  tide  of  my  compassion  is 
somcwhat  subsidcd.  At  prcscnt  I  am  dis- 
posed  to  coniider  that  virtue  too  rigid, 
which  could  condcmn  a  culprit  likc  Lady 
Maclairn  ;  and  to  say  the  truth,  my  heart 
is  too  well  disposed  to  admire  and  to  ac- 
iquit  her.  You  will  not^  therefore,  expect 
Äny  decision  in  opinion  until  you  hearfrom 
me  again.  I  shall  be  anxious  to  hear  that 
this  packet  reaches  you  in  safety.  Bclieve, 
that  though  Lady  Maclairn's  "  dcar 
friend,'*  I  am  still  your 

Rachel  Cowlby. 

P.  S.  Mrs.  Allen  sends  herlove.     Sheis 
convinccd  that  Miss-Flmt  loses  ground. 
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I  fu  Jim 


■II ii^t 


CHAP.  Vit. 


LETTER  LVI. 

a 

From  Miss  Cozvley  to  Miss  Hardcasth. 

\  Am  thily  rejoiced,  ftiy  Lucy,  to  know 
'  that  thc  matiuscript  is  safe  in  your  hands, 
havitig  had  on  my  spirits  a  dread  of  its 
miicarryiftg.  You  khow  not  the  comfort 
yoü  administered  to  poor  Lady  Maclairn 
by  your  lettcr  of  Salurdäy*s  post.  She 
^uepected,  by  my  lehity,  that  t  was  but  a 
|)Oor  cäsuist  in  matters  of  consciencc  ^  and 
that  I  was  morc  solicitous  to  banish  her 
Sorrows,  than  to  probfc  the  cause  from 
which  they  spring ;  but  since  you  agrce 
wkh  me  in  asserting^  that  k  is  your  decided 
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opinion,  thcrc  can  bc  nö  crirtiinality  in  » 
concealment  which  sccurcs  to  the  inno- 
Cent  pcace  and  security  ;  I  find  she  listcns 
to  me  with-  more  confidence ;  and  I  hope 
in  time  to  convince  her,  that  to  di  sc  lose  a 
secret  which  cannot  produce,  either  di- 
rectly or  ifldirectly,  any  bcncficial  effcct 
to  thosc  who  must,  on  ihe  contrary,  suf- 
fer from  such  a  disclbsure^  would  partake 
more  of  folly  than  wisdom. 

In  this  conclusion  I  am  guided  By  the 
best  light  my  understandlng  offers  me: 
moreover,  I  cannot  help  placing  in  the- 
balance,  the  whole  train  of  eveiits  which 
have  led  astray  from  the  paths  of  rectitude» 
a  mind  constituted  like  Lady  Maclairn's;: 
and  I  am  disposed  to  believe^  that  she  will 
be  exculpated  by  an  unerring  Judge^  fpr 
those  deviations  to  which  she  has  been  be- 
trayed,  by  the  treachcry  and  oppressionof 
others,  more'culpable  than  h^rself.  Al- 
thougb  falsehood  is  never  to  be  excuscd, 
yet  the  caution  of  wisdom  may  surely  sug- 
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^^8t,  without  a  crime,  the  reasonableness 
d  Utility  of  3upprcssing  that  *'  truij^ 
hich  ought  not  to  be  spoken  at  all  times;," 
c  produce  which  regulates  our  zeal,  and 
gSnposes  silence^  is  no  riolätion  of  truth.: 
ipThese  are  my  arguments  with  poor  Lady 
claim  ;  I  even  go  farther,  Lucy ;  for  I 
sist,  thatshchas/ör^^tfrjbeen  practising 
Jjthc  most  heroic  virtiies  by  sufFering  in  s^- 
^Icnce^  to  preserve  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  her  husband  and  son. 

But^  my  dear  friend^  if  &ueh  be  the  pe- 
alty  annexed  to  the  concealment  of  error 
l'iüidduplicity  by  an  ingenuous  mind,  even 
'when  that  concealment  is  qualified  by  the 
'powcrful  motlves  of  preserving  the  peacc 
/luad  interest  of  all  around  us^^  what,  I 
*    '     must  be  the   horrors  of  the  mind. 


:iwhich  Covers,,  with  a  veil  of  darkness,  the 

fraud  intended  to  ruin   the    innocent,  to 

.'betray  the  imsuspecting,  and  to  dcfraud 

idie  ignorant  ?     What  must  be  the  State 

and condition  of  those  Tvhose  life  is  a  He? 
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I  cannot  form  a  more  appalling  idea  of  a 
State  of  futurc  punishment,  than  in  thc 
contemplation  of  the  hypocrite's  tefron 
ieven  in  this  life.  What  must  bc  the  lifc 
*öf  a  persön,  whom  deceit  and  treachciy 
havfe  ftiade  responsible  for  bis  safcty  to  a 
cbnfederate,  as  depravcd  and  dishoncst  as 
himielf ;  living  under  the  dread  of  tbc 
chance  of  cvery  moment  for  open  detcc- 
tion ;  harassed  with  the  conviction  ihat 
a  more  immediate  interest,  or  tnore  spc- 
cious  promises,  will  convert  the  sharer  of 
his  cririies  into  an  informer  and  accuser, 
"whom  he  dares  not  confront  ?  What  can 
equal  the  pang  which  must  at  times  pierce 
his  bosom  whfen  he  rccollects,  that  he  en- 
joys  the  confidence  and  favour  b(  his  fH- 
lotv  creatures,  only  beCause  they  do'  not 
know  him  for  a  monster  to  be  shunited  l 
But  I  must  check  this  train  of  thought. 

Lady  Maclairn  thanks  you  for  yocrr 
Äoothing  letrer.  Her  mind  is  relievcd  by 
the  participation  of  its  bürden.     Shc  c» 
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to  mc  her  öwn  ^li^ordsj  live  withcmi 
Inrouriog  her  griefs.  lest  they  should  bt 
pen.  Sir  Murdoch  soiiles  and  teils  her, 
per  is  bis  rival  wiih  Rachel  Cowlcy.  We 
||idi  yet  be  more  comfortable  I  trust. 
&  tl  «nd6&e  for  your  amusement  and  Jt^ 
^f^iferusalj  a  lett^r  we  receiv^d  on 
|f<)nUay  from  Mr.  Serge.  Well  may 
j|^  poor  man  apply  to  himself  tbe  wor<h 
g^ffae  flon  of  Sirach  1 

;;*'  Tiw  father  wakcth  for  the  däughttfr 
l^n  no  man  knoweth^  and  the  care  for 
pk  takctii  away  sleep  when  sbe  ife  yoüttg, 
fflt  «he  pass  away  the  flower  <6f  her  ige'; 
■Md  .being  married,  lest  sh^  dkoUld  b^ 
■A^."  I  ohly  regfct  tliät  Mr.  8trg6  did 
Ifti  ^tudy  thie  &anie  äuthor)  ör  dt  leäs^  o^ 
Hl  wi«e,  for  the  means  tq.prevent  the 
Iratchfulness  and  parental  anxiety,  so  ad- 
pirably  described  in  the  above  mentioned 
rords  :  for  had  he  ünderstood  better  how 
o  chuse  a  wife,  he  might  have  slcpt  in 
Keace.     A.  woman  without  undcrstanding 
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Can  hardly  be  called  a  virtuous  womair, 
and  we  well  know  the  price  of  a  viituous 
woman  is  far  aboye  rubies^ 

Miss  Flint  goes  on  deplorabljr ;  her  suf- 
ferings  luve  subducdthe  baronet^  whosccs 
with  augmenting  admiratton  the  unre« 
mitting  attentions  of  his  '^  excellent  Har* 
riet.*'  Even  Malcolm  relcnts^  and  this^ 
.jiiorning  mostcordially  wished  hifftnother 
to  iirge  her  to  send  for  advtce  to  London^ 
thinking  her  case  a  chkurgicat  onev 

I  am*  growing  soinewhat  displeascd  with 
the  winds  and  waves;  but  i  remember 
Camie^  and  submit  to  a  power  wbich  I 
cannot  control.  Mra%  Alkn  senda  her 
love  ;  she  is  constantly  eagaged  with  her 
invalid.   Miss  Flint  ianot  easywilhout  her. 

I  remain,  faithfully  your's^ 

Rachel  Cowley. 
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*  LETTER  LVir. 

Jeremiah  Serge    ia  Sir  Muräoeh 

Maclairn. 

My  Deax:  Friend,  Putuey^  Oct.  27* 

I  am  certain,  if  you  knew  thc  consola* 
tion  J  have  in  your  counscls  and  advice, 
you  would  rejoice ;  for  it  is  the  command 
of  a  master  we  both  wish  to  serve  and  obcy^ 
that  the  *^  atrong  bclp  the  wcak."  God 
knows  I  am  weak^  and  my  talents  few ; 
you  are  a  chosen  servant,  to  whom  many 
are  intnisted ;  but  yet^  Sir  Miirdoch,  we 
are  of  the  ^^  same  household,"  and  tbc 
cbildren  of  tlie  samefathep;  and^  bleased 
be  God  !  you  do  not,  likö  some  men,  scora 
the  relationship^  becau^e  one  is  appointed 
to  a  lowcr  Station  than  another,  by  that 
wisdom  which  will  aceept  the  lowest^  who^ 
pcrforms  what  is  required  of  him.     I  aiur 
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again  brought  to  the  trial  pf  my  strength 
by  a  new  sorrow,  from  which,  my  good 
friend,  neither  my  money,  nor  my  wis« 
dorn,  can  altogether  shelter  me.  Yet  both 
shall  be  tiied,  as  the  means  of  relief  (  for 
both  heve  their  use,  whcn  in  the  discharge 
üf  that  duty,  which  I  am  bound  to  perforai 
as  a  Christian  parent.  My  daughter^  Ca* 
roline,  encourages  me  to  opcn  my  heart 
to  you ;  she  says,  she  will  be  answerable 
for  the  cvent,  for  that  Sir  Murdoch  Mac- 
lairn  is  a  man  as  well  2S2^haronety  and  that 
he  ^\\\  feel  as  a  father  the  troubtes  of  i 
father ;  and  she  is  sure^  that  you  will  ap- 
prove  of  my  conduct  ;^  I  think  also  that 
you  will ;  for  I  have  been  governcd  by 
her;  and  surely  Heaven,  in  its  mercy^has 
preserved  her  life  for  my  good ;  and  bas 
arrested  the  hand  of  death,  until  she  was 
more  than  ripe  for  tlie  blessed  State  prc- 
pared  for  her.     Such  a  child  !  and  yet  so 

wise  !  so  good  !  I  cannot  proceed 

I  have  taken  up  my  pen  again.     It  is 


THE  VtCTlU  OF  VILLAnY.         141 

Bjttly  üre  o'clock^  and  not  a  soui  stirnng 
l^^the  hoiijsis  but  myself.  So.  I  will  try 
pd  duburthen  my  mind  a  Etde  I-— I  dö 
now  remember  whether  I  told  yojo; 
some  fcw  weeks  since^  Mrs.  Tom* 
i8j  after  passing  a  day  or  two  with  my 
Itour  ehUd>  during  h^r  mother^s  absence 
im  home,  took  Lydia  to  town  with  her^ 
:'dear  sister  thinking,  as  sbe  told  me, 
tat  the  poor  girl  was  losing  her  spirits. 
^'knowing  that  she  thought  of  every  one*i 
brts,  conscnted  to  my  good  friend's 
h  of  showing  Lydia  some  kindness. 
^hc  very  cvening  they  left  us,  Caroline 
Ihirned  her  discourse  on  Nora,  praising 
(he  letters  she  had  vvritten  to  us,  and,  with 
fcer  perfect  charity,  hoping  all  things.  **  I 
ido  not  repent,  my  good  child,"  said 
:J',  **  of  the  kindness  I  have  shöwn  her : 
t-  am  not  the  poorer  nor  the  worse  man, 
if  I  have  purchased  with  seven  thousartd 
jpounds,  the  gratitude  of  one,  on  whom 
.  irtie  depends  for  the  comfort  of  iier  lifc. 
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Would  to  Grod,  that  I  could  purchasc 
hctltb  foc  you  T*  She  smiled^  and  said, 
^^  Then  indeed  would  jou  be  in  danger  o( 
^  bankruptcy ;  for  I  beltevc  my  father 
would  give  his  last  Shilling  for  his  chil- 
dren*s  bcncfit.  But  let  this  pass.  My 
healtb  is  not  aS  present  what  troubles  me* 
Prdmise  me,  my  dear  father^  that^  should 
Lydia  stand  in  need  of  your  support,  you 
will  remcmber,  **  That,  whcrc  much  is 
given,  much  may  jusily  be  required  ;'* 
but  that  where  nothing  has  been  sown,  we 
cannot  reasonably  except  an  harvest  to 
rise/'  *^  Make  your  mind  easy  in  regardto 
her,"  replied  I,  **  thinking  she  had  in  her 
thoughts  the  little  favour  Lydia  Stands  in 
with  her  mother,  I  pity  and  love  her."  ^'  I 
understand  what  you  mean ;  and  I  promise 
you,  I  will  be  her  father  and  her  mother 
too^  when  occasion  serves,  She  shall  not 
be  brow-beaten  and  neglected  as  she  has 
been  of  late."  "  Alas  l  my  dear  lather/' 
answered  Caroline^  ^^  you  must  promise 
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e^  or  I  cannot  die  in  peace.  You  imitt 
liöcnise  to  förgive  anotheroßtnding  child: 
*"  1  must  prdtnite" — She  threw  her  atms 
und  me,  Sir  Mordoch,  and  weeping, 
I,  "  to  shclter  licr  fironi  reproach  and 
e.^*     I  t^lrned  farnt  and  giddy ;  and 
daughter  gaVe  m^  her  salts.    Oh  \  if 
^cöalddut  bave 'heafd  wbat  she  said, 
u  would  •■  not  wonder  kt  what  I  haiq| 
tc.     In  a  Word,  my  child  was  satisfied ; 
d  she  lives  to  teil  me  again,  tfaat  she  was 
ing  tö  a  Hcavenly  Father,  frotn  Gtie  who 
ated  him  in  lenity  to  hi«  ofFending  ofF- 
ing.     There  was,  in  her  look,  some- 
»liing  which  poured  joy  and  comfort  into 
feiy  broken  heart.     I  only  wiah  I  could  go 
^o  heaven  with  her, 

!S<  -•' Well,Isawmy  weak  unhappy  girl;  and 
^9Mr8J  Tomkins  advised  me  to  Ict  her  ma- 
nage ;  for  »he  was  certain  thc  terrorof  see  - 
l||crg  her  mother  would  be  fatal  to  her  and 
/iheunborn  infant.  I  could  not  reproach 
.^%ef •  Sir  Murdoch,    indeed,    an  ofßicUd 
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n^fifR  is:  ivot  a^i^  ^^ot  omn :  and  after  all, 
hf^nßt  I  i>4ei^  deficieot  i&  my  duty? 
I^  nq^  my  in.cjlc^Qt  teoipcf  9  ßnd  love  of 
pca(^3  beea  more  iHmkidtttd  thoa  tbc 
good  of  my  fausvjly  ?  I  bat«:  becn  tob  fus« 
^yc^  Sir  Murdoch^  t00  lodulg^ot. 

^'  l  fpi^fid  ihß  yoiing  spark  who  htd 
taken.  Lydias  fi^<»y' was  Willj^in,  who  was 
yith  U8  at  Faip^eld  BqU^  ai^  whom  we 
all  liked^  213  a  very  sober  well  behaved 
young  man.  His  sister,  my  wifc's  fa- 
yqurite  oiaid,  introduced  him.  to  us  some 
time  before  we  went  to  Bath.  She  said 
he  was  like  many  foolish  youog  men^  tired 
pf  b^ing  remote  from  tetnptation  ;  and 
fbat  he  had  gained,  w.ith  mucli  difficuhy, 
her  father*s  consent  to  seek  a  place  in 
London,  asa  valetj  or  a  butkr»  beingwell 
qu;ili6ed  for  both  ;  she  was.  quite  unhappy 
that  he  should  be  left  to  his  own  guidance 
tili  be  was  fixed  in  a  spber  family  ;  seeing 
l^e  WAS  a  very  likely  young  man,  and  quite 
g  ^tjai^cr.    So  my  wifcj.  who  never  is  be- 
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ftichhand  in  good  ttsLtHtt,  said  he  mtght 
to  Putneyj  and  we  wcre  well  plcased 
tii  him^  and  engaged  him  to  attend  us 
Bath.  Poor  Lydia  li^  bcen  honest 
1|h^Mrs.  Tomkins.  The  young  feliöw 
■m)t  so  much  in  fault  as  herseif :  she 
S^fessed  that  she  sought  him.  However, 
J8  was  not  the  question  with  me ;  we 
ight  perhaps  hare  hushed  up  thisbtisi^ 
such  things  are  done,  as  they  say, 
day  :  but  what  follows  ?  a  crime, 
Ir  töy  opiniön/  tcn  times  worse  than  Ly- 
,*s  ;  being,as  it  were,  committed  in  cool. 
;  for  what  can  be  more  dishonest 
ban  passing  ofFa  deluded  girl  for  a  chaste 
le  ?  and  depriving  a  poor  innoccnt  habe 
a  father,  and  a  name.  I  could  not  do 
^h  an  act  of  injustice  ;  being  convinced 
jjpat  it  wauld  be  doing  what  I  should 
bdt  think  just  in  another  to  do  by  me. 
|1^I  consulted  cur  friend  counsellor  Stead- 
B&an^  however,  on  this  vexatious  business ; 
|br   notwithstanding    I  have  little  to  be 
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proud  of  as  one  may  say,  yet  it  went  tomc 
how  to  my  hcart,  that  a  child  of  minc 
should  be  pointcd  at  by  scorn  and  derision. 
He  is  a  worthy  and  awise  man,  and  agrees 
with  Mr.  Tomkins,  that  thc  best  thing  I 
can  do,  is  to  let  these  young  simpletons 
be  married  i  the  girl  being  half  distractcd 
with  the  fear  of  losing  sight  of  William; 
and  he  being  willing  to  take  her,  as  he 
told  the  friend  we  employed,  Mrs.  Tom- 
kins's  mother,  that  he  would  work  for  her 
to  his  life's  end,  and  show  his  good  master 
that  it  was  not  his  money  he  wished  for, 
I  find  his  parents  are  honest  people,  though 
low  in  t-he  world  ;  they  had  a  farm  witliin 
six  miles  of  York,  but  by  losses  amongst 
their  cattle  things  went  backward,  and 
being  in  arrears  for  rent  when  their  lease 
expired,  they  lost  the  farm.  William 
was  then  about  eighteen,  had  received 
good  learning,  and  was  a  sober,  steady 
lad  ;  but  a  little  pride  made  him  discon- 
tented ;  and  he  did  not  like  to  work  as  a 
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jgardener^  in  a  piece  of  grpund^  which  hifi 

.  father  cultivated  in  that  way,  near  York. 

-and  which,  as  he  says,  in  excusc  for  his 

'    leaving  his  parcnts,  could  only  produce  a 

maintainance  for  theo),  and  that  he  was 

,*  fr  only  a  bürden  on  the  ground.     So  all  was 

l   fixed  for  the  marriage,  and  we   ihought 

[. .  no  time  was  to  be  lost. 

'.  ^  ■    I  am  not   quite  pleased  with   my  wifc, 

;; .  Sir  Murdoch,  although  I  know  she  is  as 

^    harmless  as  an  infant ;  yet  it  gricvcs  nie 

f    to  sce  that  she  will  always  be  an  infani. 

*    She  was  absent  a  whole  month  from  Put- 

ney  ;  and  whilst  Caroline  was  thus  em- 

.     ployed,  and  thus  disturbed,  she  was  taking 

her pleasure  with  people  she  knew  nothing 

of,  and  whom  all  honest  and  sobermind- 

cd   pcrsons    would   shun.     Diiring  eight 

days   she  waited   forsooth,   for   the  cap- 

tain,  who   could  not  t hink  it  •  proper /or 

Mrs.  Serge  to  travel  without  an  escort,  as 

he  calls  a  puppy.     I  remembcred  the  time, 

.     when  much  younger,  she  could  travel  by 
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4and  and  by  water  wlthout  such  a  conun- 
dnim  in  het  head.  Howcver  thcy  arrivcd 
here^  and  the  captain^  to  my  great  satisfac« 
tion^  refused  to  lodge  with  us,  pleading 
business  in  town  ;  and  intending  to  be  ab- 
aent  only  three  days  from  bis  Nora  and  bis 
friends. 

I  shall  say  nothing  of  my  poor  wife*s 
hysterics,  when  I  told  her  how  matters 
stood  with  Lydia.  She  was  terribly  bad 
indeed !  But,  thank  God,  these  fits  are 
not  dangerous,  as  the  doctors  say  ;  and  ex- 
pericncc  seems  to  justify  them  in  their 
opinion ;  for,  I  know  one  of  my  wife's 
cid  friends,  who  has  becn  subject  to  thcin 
twcnty  years.  No  sooner  had  my  poor 
Lydia  got  the  bettcr  of  hers  on  this  trying 
occasion,  than  she  lamented  her  bard  case, 
saying,  with  many  tears  and  much  anger, 
that  she  should  never  bc  able  to  shew  her 
face  ^ajn  amongst  fashionablc  pcople ; 
and  that  no  one  but  myself  would  ever 
have  tbought  of  sinking  their  famäy  by 
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Stich  a  dtmghiU conxit^xon.  I  lost  my  tem- 
per, Sir  Murdoch,  for  it  frets  a  man  to  be 
always  doing  for  the  best,  and  who  is  said 
ncver  to  do   right.     And   I  very  roundly 

y  told  her,  that  all  the   plagues  of  my  lifo 

.  were  owing  to  fashionable  people^  as  she 
called  gamblers  and  pickpockets ;  and  if, 
added    I,  that   were  all   the    mischief,   I 

'*  sh'ould  be  tempted-to  thank  William  W\U 
\tt  for  bis  good  Services.     You  have  now, 

'  continued  I,  been  a  mönth  under  a  robf 
i^hich  the  honest  would  shun  ;  whilst un- 
der ^^/^r  own^  Mrs.  Serge,  the  prop  and 
stay  of  my  life,  is  sinking  to  the  grave.  You 
might  have  Icarned  a  lesson  of  more  value 
than  what  your  fashionable  people  at  Reve- 
land  Park  have  been  teaching  you.  She 
looked  confounded,  and  wept  in  silence- 
No  man  loves  peace  more  than  I  do ;  my 
heart  relented  ;  and  I  only  added,  that 
she  knew  this  was  my  temper  ;  that,  what- 
ever  I  thought^  or  rather /<?//  to  be  right, 
that  I  would  do ;  and  that  the    following 
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morning  Lydia  would  be  Mrs,  Willet.  I 
kept  my  word,  Sir  Murdoch,  and  last 
Thursday  by  means  of  sl  licencc,  I  saw 
the  young  couple  united.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  was,  but  they  quite  softened  njc 
by  thcir  tears  and  thanks.  Mrs.  Tomkins 
'was  so  good  as  to  accomj)any  them  to  her 
mother's  ;  they  set  out  assoon  as  the  ct- 
remony  was  over,  and  I  rcturned  to  Put- 
ney  to  dinner,  contented  and  relieved  in 
|Tiy  mind.  On  enlering  the  parlour  I 
found  my  fashianable  son-in-law  therc  ;  he 
was  rcading  the  newspapcr,  andj  askec) 
him,  by  way  of  saying  somcthing,  *'  what 
news?"  "  None/'  replied  he,  *' of  im- 
portance  ;  but  I  understand,  Sir,  we  may 
expect  a  curious  artide  to  morrow."  He 
smiled,  and,  as  Ithought,  insolently  ;  add- 
'  ing,  "  Miss  Lydia  Serge,  second  daughtcr 
to  Jeremiah  Serge,  Esq.  married  to  William 
Willst,  late  butler  and  gardener  at  Put- 
ney  in"  her  father's  house,  will  make  a 
curious  Paragraph  !"  '^  Very  likely,"  an- 
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H3?«rered   I  gravcly ;  *'  anii  the  article  may 
flirther  say,  that  the  marriage  ceremony 
;Was  performcd  in  Sl  Mar /ins  Churchy  by 
the  minisfer  of  the  parish,  and  in  the  pre- 
jBcnce  of  the   bride's  father.     I  shall  con- 
tentedly  leave  to  the  public  their*  opinions  ; 
6ome  may  be  found  who  will  perceive  no- 
■  thing    wonderful  in  a  niarriage    between 
':iSerge  the  iayhrs  daughter^   ami  Willct  the 
'-farmers  son^      "  You  are  to  judge  for 
Jyourself,  Sir/'  replicd  he,  but  I  conceive 
i^w  will  think   Miss  Lydia's  character  re- 
•;äeemed  by  this  twofold  disgrace  to  herseif 
and  famlly.    Upon  my  honour  I  pity  Mrs, 
Serge  ;  and  I  dread  the  effects  of  this  in- 
tclligence   on  Mrs.  Fairly.".    *^  Look  ye, 
captain  l"    answer.ed  I,     ^*  neithcr  yoür 
jnode,  nor   Wilham   Willet's,  of  getting 
a  ?ooting  in    my  family  has  been  such  as 
will  make  either  of  you  my  counsellors  or 
guides.     I  shall  act  as   I  please,  do  as  I 
please  ;  but  as  I  am  ?LJust  marij    be  it  your 
case  so  to  conduct  yourself,  as  to  make  it 
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pleasant  to  me  to  bc  your  frienJ.  My 
children,  except  one^  who  is  too  good  for 
this  miserable  world,  have  both  chosen 
for  themsclves.  The  satne  Icnitv  häs  bcen 
cmployed  for  the  one^  whocn  weakoess  has 
bctrayed  to  foUy,  a5  to  the  other,  whom 
vanity  and  prcsumption  rendcred  ungratc- 
fuland  disobedient."  **  I  hope,  Sir/'  rc- 
turned  he  with  a  fierce  air,  *^  you  do  not 
pretend  to  compare — *'  "  We  will  do  what 
is  better/'  answered  I,  ringing  tbc  bdl, 
'*  we  will  drop  the  cnquiry,  and  haveoat 
dinuer/'  My  gentlemaa  was  surprisedi 
I  believe ;  by  p^y  manner  he  took  the  hint, 
bowever,  and  foUowed  me  to  the  diniog 
parloiur.  Our  meal  was  not  a  chearful  onCi 
and  I  went  to  my  dear  girl  the  moment  the 
clothwas  withdra\tn. 

I  See,    Sir  Murdoch,    how  things  are 

turning.     My  wife  is  cajoled  and  flattered 

by  this  fellow  to  such  a  degree  as  would 

.  aurprise  you  ;  she  fancies  he  has  done  her 

a  greai  favour  by  running  away  with  her 
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daughter  !  Poor  soul !  it  will  bc  well  if  hc 
does  not  run  away  with  her  simple  under- 
Standing !     However,    all   thcse  trouWcs 
call  upon  me  for  diligence  in  the  scttling 
my  worldly  concerns,  as  well  as  those,  for 
another  and  a  ietter  State.     I  have  already 
f   spo4ce  to  counsellor  Steadman  on  this  sub- 
i  jcct.     My  property  is  very  considerable^ 
._and  mach  caution  is  necessary  in  the  dis- 
\  posal  of  it,  $0  as  to  render  it  a  lasting  be- 
\  neftt  to  my  family.     Now,  my  good  Sir 
[  Murdoch,  I  think  notbing  would  give  tfip^ 
>  roorc  comfort  in  my  last  bour,  I  believe  it 
is  not  far  distant^    than  to  knovy  tbat  I  had. 
f   left  you,  and  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Malcolm 
i^  with  Mr.  Steadman,  guardians  and  trustees 
[•   for  the  Support  of  the  Ignorant  and  help- 
'l  less,  and  a  wall  of  defence  for  the  innocents 
flrwho  may  spring  from  my  daughter's  im- 
'   prudent  marriages.     I  am  led  to  hope  that 
i.'you  will  not  refuse  me  this  kindness.  You 
shall  hear  from  the  counsellor  when  all  is 
r  prepared.     He   has  been  my  right4iand 
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lately  j  I  •  am  directed  by  him  in  all  that 
relates  to  William's  settlement ;  but  Lydia 
shall  have  the  same  .allowancc  as  Nora ; 
and  we  are  on  the  look-out  for  something' 
for  her  husband. 

God  prescrve  you  all  in  health^ 

prays  your  faithful  friend, 

Jeremtah  Serge. 

P.  S.  My  wife  begs  to  be  remembered, 
shc  is  out  of  spirits,  and  fancies  the  air  of 
Putney  unwholesome.  My  Caroline  is  a 
nairacle  1  It  is  astonishing  to  think  how  na- 
tin-e  is  supported  !  I  am  far  from  being 
well ;  you  will  not  wonder  at  this. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


^  LETTER  LVIII, 

^rom  Miss  Coivley  io  Miss  Hardeastle. 

^T  is  with  no  small  satisfaction,  my  dear- 
jtst  Lucy,  that  I  find  my  **  enthusiasm  of 
|3(iind  and  ardency  of  temper/'  ^to  avail 
myself  of  your  gentle  terms  for  a  spirit  too 
often  governed  by  tbe  Impulse  of  a  heart> 
which,  in  its  promptitude  is  apt  to  take 
the  lead  of  judgment)  have  met  with  your 
approbation  and  concurrence,  in  regard,  at 
rkast,  to  the  conduct  I  mean  to  pursue 
with  Lady  Maclairn  :  to  say  the  truth, 
X.ucy,  I  could  practise  no  other;  for  she 
tourly  rises   in  my  estimaüon,  and  nteern 
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with  mc  is  the  basis  of  afFectton.  The 
relief  which  she  findä  in  communicating 
her  thoughts  to  me,  has  given  to  her  very 
language  a  frankness  which  appears  to  be 
her  natural  character ;  and  in  her  account 
€f  the  various  occurrenccs  of  her  life, 
since  she  married  Sir  Murdoch,  she  omits 
not  even  her  conjecturcs,  as  these  arose 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  she  has 
been  placed.  "  I  long  since  had  proofs/* 
said  she  this  morning,  when  speaking  of 
the  sufFering  Miss  Flint,  '*  that  Lucretia 
was  not  devoid  of  fceling.  My  brother> 
for  reasons  of  his  own,  had  so  contrived 
it,  that  she  firmly  held  an  opinion  which 
he,  it  is  probable,  only  affected  to  bave. 
lUegitimate  birth  he  considcred  as  an  indc- 
lible  di^race  on  the  innocenl ;  and  Miss 
Flint  adopted  this  notion^  firmly  belicv- 
ing  that  neithcr  fortune,  talents,  nor  cven 
virtue  could  screen  an  unfortunate  being, 
who  stood  in  this  predicament^  fröm  tbe 
Teproach   and  innults  of   the  malicioDS. 
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Her  aflfection  for  h^  child  was  unbound- 

ed ;  and  I  saw  with  comfort,  that  I  faad 

at  least  gained  her  gratitude^  by  my  apos- 

facy  firom  truth.     The  conduct  she  main- 

tained  with  my  brother,  in  the  mean  timc, 

'  puzzled  me.    It  was   obvious,  he  was  no 

i  longer  ihe  favoured  laver ;  and  one  day, 

\  -übserving  Philip  much  disturbed  from  an 

interview  he  had  with  her  in  the  garden 

\  at  Kcnsington^  I  ventured  to  say  to  Lu- 

'  creti«,  that  f  was  sorry  to  see  Philip  ün- 

;  iiappy.      *'  I  iinderstand  you,"    replied 

she,  *^  and  I  w.ll  be  explicit  with  you.     I 

^  shall  never  be  his   wife ;  nor  will  I  be  to 

him  what  I  unfortunately  have  been.     I  am 

a  mother^  Harriet,  and  I  will  prove  mysejf 

one,  by  remaining  what  I  am,  and  wiiat  I 

can   contrive  to  be^  the  guardian  of  my 

son.     I  have  no  passions  to  gratify,  no  de« 

»ires  to  control,  since  I  beheld  the  face  of 

[•   my  child ;  to  love  and  cherish  him,  and 

:'-   to  bless  you  for  your  goodness,  shall  fill 

Bp  the  measure  of  my  miserable  days** 
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Sbe  burst  into  tears  and  left  me  abruptly. 
Her  sincerity  wanted  no  evidence  stronger 
tban  her  conduct,  cöntioued  Liady  Mac- 
lairn.  For  some  time  all  wen!  well.  I 
was  made  happy  through  her  mediation^ 
and  amongst  the  delusive  hopes^  which 
led  me  to  Farefield  Hall  as  Maclairn*s 
wife,  was  the  flattering  onc,  that,  by  the 
influence  I  bad  acquired  over  Lucretia,  I 
might  in  time  reconcile  her  to  Mrs.  How- 
ard. Mr.  Flamall  frustrated  these  designs. 
His  afiFections^  as  aparent^  wcre  so  artfuUy, 
so  efiectually  brougbt  forward^  and  bis 
conduct  was  so  specious,  tbat  Lucretia  in- 
sensibly  gave  him  ä  confidcnce,  whicb  as 
gradually  subjected  her  to  his  will  and 
pleasnre  as  myself ;  and  she  observed,  that 
nature  had  yct  preserved  one  streng  hold 
in  Flamall's  bosom ;  for  that  he  loved  bis 
child ;  and  that  would  prove  to  her  a 
sourcc  of  future  comfort ;  for  that  no  man 
was  more  capable  of  the  officc  of  precep- 
tor.  Even  I  assented  to  this  opinion^  Miss 
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piwley,  as  it  related  to  bis  talents  ;  and  I 
Ü  still  the  dupc  of  that  afFection,  which 
IBure  had  intcrwoven  with  my  frame  for 
fi  Brother.  He  became  more  serious  and 
Ijcrved  from  the  hour.of  Philip's  birth^ 
ijd  in  the  regularity  of  his  conduct,  and 
IC  instances  I  had  of  his  growing  parsi- 
iptny,  I  scrupled  not  to  think  that  he  was 
fhanged  man  in  many  respects,  although 
i]l  unsubdued  in  his  love  of  power.  As 
kUip  became  of  an  age  to  receive  his  le^- 
fis^  his  Visits  at  the  hall  might  be  called 
lesidence ;  but  you  know  already  how 
alc  these  visits  were  productive  of  com- 
rt  to  me,  and,  I  may  likewise  add,  of 
wnfort  to  Miss  Flint;  for  my  brother 
BS  a  rigid  disciplinarian ;  and  had  not 
IC  chihi's  temper  been  one  of  the  most 
Hrile  and  sweet,  he  would  have  been  mi- 
fiable;  for  my  brother,  guided  by  his 
rquaintance  with  vice,  understood  not 
latthe  path  to  virtue  is  pleasant,  and  to 
bpcrvcrted  feet,  and  apureheart,  has  al- 
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alluremenU  far  superior  to  any  that  his 
Icctures  and  vigilancc  could  fiirnish. 

You  m-ay  judge  of  the  düficultics  I  had 
to  enco\inter  m  4:his  period   of  my  lifc; 
and  the  condition  to  which  I  was  reduced 
by  n  brothers  i  eminding  me,  fix>m  time  to 
.time,  diat  it  was  best  for  me  to  be  "  fru- 
dent.'^     There  was  Httle  necd  of  a  con- 
scicnce  like  mine  to  draw  the  inference; 
his  tone  and  manner  «A^re  sufficient,  and 
he  repeatedly   roused  Lucretia  to   stand 
forth  as  my  champion,  on  aground  which 
had  made  me  a  coward,  and  the  slavc  of  the 
wretch  who  had  led  me  intö"  th«  crooked 
path^     *^  Her  conduct  was,  at  least,  uni- 
formly  generous  on  this  point,"  continued 
Lady  Maclairn  ;  "  she  never,  directly  nor 
indirectly,  mentioned  Duncan,  nor  did  I, 
tili  very  lately,  know  to  what  extent  her 
knowleJgc  went  of  thii  unhappy  affair.     I 
breathed  likc  one  freed  from  dcath,  when 
I  found  that  Mr.  Flamall  had  detcrmined 
to  leave  England  with  Philip*    From  tshc 
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a  I  had.the  unforttmate  Mr.  Duncan'^ 
»tive  before  me,  my  soul  abhorred  the 
it  of  my  brotk^r ;  and  I  so  cntirely  sc* 
icd  rayseif  in  my  husbänd's  apartment^ 
;  we  did  not  meet  twice  in  a  week,  and 
reserve  and  coldness  wben  we  did^  weiM: 
beyond.  mine.  Again,  my  dear  Miss 
f)ey^  truth  obliges  me  to  givc  a  good 
J^  of  Miss  Flint.  In  proportion  aa  my 
its  ilagged  she  redoubled  her  atteiitioa 
jy  wants,  and  her  purse  was  ever  ope^ 
|e«  I  believe^  that  my  brothcr's  rea*^ 
^  going  to  Jamaica^  originaliy  Sprung 
:^  a  serious  quarrel  with  Lucretia.  The 
ii  of  bis  wicked  wife  left  him  free  to 
py,  and  he  was  very  pressing  on  that 
cct  with  Miss  Flint.  Lucretia  had 
sccrets  as  well.as  myself ;  butaccident 
mc  within  reach  of  hearing  her  say, 
eyer ;  urge  me  no  further ;  for  by  all 
is  sacred,  if  you  do,  Percival  shall 
^  all.'*  I  retreated,  fearing  to  be  dis- 
ared  ;  and,  from  that  time,  his  voyage 
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was  mentioned  as  a  decided  matter.     Afler 
my  brother's  departure,  Lucretia  fatigued 
TTic  with  her  importunities,    to  draw  mc 
from  mv  husband's  room.    "  I  sboidd  have 
a  servant  to  watch  him  ;  and  one  I  could 
rcly  on,  although  it  cost  her  an  hundred 
pounds  per  anniinu^     I  was  firm,  and  shc 
submittcd.     Left  to  hcrsclf,  siie  thought  ^ 
of  her  nicce,  and  I  was  consulted  on  tfae 
cxpcdiency  of  her  inviting  thk  poor  girl 
to  live  with  htr ;  I  was  distressed  for  are- 
ply ;  knowing  the  bitter  rescntment  which 
she  had  nourished  even  to  the  name  of 
Howard  ;  and  her  hatred  to  those  who  had 
sheltered   this  unfortunate  and  excellent 
couple.    I  evaded  the  question  as  well  as 
I  could,  contenting  my  seif  with  obscnnng, 
that  I  had  always  thought  it  an  act  of  duty 
on  her  part  to  take  care  of  her  niece.  -  "  I 
am  willing  to  do  so  ;'*  answered  she  co- 
louring;  *^  but  I   must  first   know  what 
she  is  good  for ;  and  whetber  the  people 
with  whom  she  lives  have  not  taught  hcrto 
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5ve  I  am  a  monster."     I  saw  the  rising 
m,  and  timidly  shrunk  from  it,  saying, 

I  could  not  give  her  my  advice,  vviih- 
incurring  thc  censure  of  being  swaycd 
I  sprdid  consideration  for  my  reputed 
,"  But  ypu  know/'  added  I,  '*  that 
can  provide  for  both  these  young  peo* 
;  and  you  must  detenüine  tlicir  re- 
:tivc  Claims."  Poor  Mary  soon  after 
baoged    her   abode  of  peace^  for  this^ 

the  event  has  coniirmed  my  fears. 
\  gentleand  timid  Maryneither  gained 
its  her.e^  nor  strove  to  amuse  her  aunt*s. 

had  but  one  path,  it  was  to  submit  in 
ice  to  her  aunt's  temper,  and  to  antici- 
^  her  commands  by  her  diligcnce,  She 
[1  perceived  the  fatal  habit  which  Lu- 
ia  indulged  ;  and  this  prodticed  tcrror 

disgust  in  her  innocent  mind,  which^  as 
L  will  believe,  did  not  tend  toconciliatc 

tp  her  aunt's  hardships.  I  did  all  that 
)uld  do,  to  soften  the  one  and  encou- 
e  the  other ;  but  my  interference  was 
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resented^  and  I  was  reproached,  äs  bcing 
allied  to  her  enemies,  and  blinded  by 
Malcolm  to  favour  the  Hcarticys. 

I  was  tempted,  Lucy,  to  hazard  somc 
questions,  with  a  direct  reference  to  Sir 
Murdoch's  suspiclon  öf  haviog^been  poi- 
soned;  but  a  moment*s  reflection  checked 
my  curiosity ;  -and  I  diverted  her  attention  ^ 
from    perceiving   my   embarassment,    by  . 
asking  her,  whether  she  knew  what  was 
become  of  the  gentleman's  poitrait,  and   ' 
the  papers,  which  so  obviously  appeared 
to  have  belonged  to  Mr.  DiiAc«n*s  story  ? 
She  unaffectedly  answered,  that,  Sir  Mor- 
doch  had,  when  io  London  to  meet  me, 
consigned  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Spa- 
nish  minister,  then  resident  tbere  ;  and  in 
the  interview,'*  added  she,  *^  he  learned 
that  this  nobleman  was  not  tot^lly  a  stranger 
to  the  fate  of  Duncan's  parents  ;  they  were 
dead  ;  and  a  distant  branch  of  the  family 
was  in  possession  of  the  title  and  immense 
cstate  ;  but  there  was  a  sister  of  the  Duke 
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Vl^J^ving^i^bo  was  aj^befis  of  a -convent^ 
%nd  tp;  hfi^  h€- eQg^ged<  to  deliver  these 
mclancholymeniorial.sof  bcir  still  adorcd 
Ibfother...  Can  you  wor^der,  Rf is6  Cowley/* 
pontiaji^d  she  with  emotioq,  ^f  that  I  wiäh 
for  dqith )  tbink  pf  my  laaeditations,  wfaen 
librkness  and  re|>o6e.  coofceal  me  from  all 
eyas  but  those  of  a'  merciful  Being,  who 
witne»ses  my  agodieß.    S^uch  has  been  the 
ruin  effected  by  a  wre<ch  I  dar^  not  cur^e  l 
Hfe  16  the  cjiild  of  öay  .pärfents ;  the  ties  of 
blood  8tiU  flow  ä}:ound  my  heart ;  and  I 
implare  Heaven's  sparing  mercy  for  him, 
whilst  my  soul  sickens  at  the  thought  of 
the  injuries  bis  hands  have  wrov^ht,  and 
=which  no  titne  nor  repcntance  ean  remc- 
,dy.     THink  öf  his^dreadfikl  account  with 
outtäged  humanity,    vioiated  truth,:   and 
CY€<ify  laiw  of  j ustice !     I  endeavour  to  hope 
tliat'Charles  has  found  his  peaceful  gravc. 
I  dreatn.-öf  him;  ärf>d  this  frame  of  mind 
läyi  iniropeh  to  wipecstition  :  my  imagi- 
ntttwn  pröscnts  hhn,.  as  exultißgly  hoycr- 
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ing*  ovcr  meon  kngd's  ^ngs/ ^  sttiiling 
with  inefFable  complacchcy,*  afria  beckon- 
iiig  me  to  foBow  him."*^!  ttf  to  olicy  him, 
and  awake  trembUng.  Such  4re '  the  vr- 
^ons  of  my'  slcepittg  fcours!  You  nced 
not  be  told  the  meditations  of  my-  waki&g 
ones.  One  singtt  prinfci^le'öf  action  hib  | 
counteracted  tl^  fatal  efFecta  of  thcse  per- 
turbations.  I  lo^e  my  hui^band^  my  dear 
Miss  Cowley,  with 'an- affection  cxclu* 
sively  his  ;  and  I  wisll  to  livc>  whilst  that 
liFe  is  usefül  to  him.  I  am  prepared  for 
the  event  of  being  hateflil  to  his  cyes. 
God  will  have  compassjon  on  me  !" 

My  tears  composed  her  ;  and  my  ar. 
guments  were  listened  to.  She  promised  ' 
me  to  be  all  I  wished  ;  and  I  broke  up 
the  conversation  by  proposing  a  walk  in 
the  avenue.  Her  husband  joincd  us  thcrc, 
and  I  told  him  \  had  been  chiding  roy  mo- 
ther.  He  sniiled  tenderly,  and  placed  him- 
-lelf  between  us,  obscrving,  that  he  would 
keep  the  peact.     **  Youwill  pot&ucceed/' 
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replied  I  with  assumed  gaiety  ;  ^^  nor  will 
J  accept  of  ypu  for  an  ally ;  you  are  too 
much  like  your  wife  ;  but  I  have  blustered 
her  already  into  obedience  to  my  will ;  and 
shc  had  promised  to  be  good,  and  to  walk 
with  me  every  day  the  sun  shines^  instead 
of  sitting  in  Miss  Flint*s  room  to  hear  of 
pains  which  she  cannot  alleviate.  He 
thanked  her^  and  blessed  your 

Rachel  Cowlst. 


LETTER  LIX. 


Front  Miss  Coivley  to  Miss  Hardcastle. 

I  am  glad  you  agree  with  me  in  think- 
ing  it  proper  that  our  dear  Mary  should 
know  the  doctor's  opinion  of  her  aiint's 
precarious  life.     She  has  consented  with 


grcÄtfeluctancc  to  sce  Doctot  Tofton ;  bt 
CQhßrtns  our  fezTS,  <  atid  faaft  m^e  no 
chftftge  in  her  medicines:  She  told  Doti- 
glä(89^  Aat  she  hoped  he  vr&B  satisfied  by  her 
compliance  with  bis  wishes,  and  added, 
"  Do  not  think  I  am  to  be  deceived;  I 
ha\^et3ohe  tvith  mcdicincs  and  doctors." 
"  I  tdd  her  thät  in  that  case   I  should 
think  myselF  diiniissed  from  her  prescnce 
a«  ^n  as  favour,*'  said  the  doctor:  *'  She 
answered  that  the  visits  of  a  friend  would 
still  be  useful  and  acceptable  ;*  but  added 
she  dejectcdly,  ^^jrour  prescriptions  may  not 
be  more  infallible  for  a  sicfc  mind,  thm  a 
diseasedbody."**ltook  her  burning  band/' 
continued    the   good    doctor,  *^  and  with 
sinccrity  of  heart  I  told  her,  that  in  both 
my   characters,  as  her  physcian,  and  as 
her  friend,  I  still  hoped  to  be  salutary  to 
her,  igncondition  she   did  not  desert  her. 
seif.      You   are  too  low  now,    added  I, 
pfauring  out  an  untasted  cordial    at   my 
hmd  ;  you  ought  to  have  t^ken  this  two 
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lj6urs«ince.     She  put  the  cup  aside,  and» 
•haking  her  head^  said.  youknow  it  will 
dB  me  no  good ;  these  are  not  the  cordials 
[l'Dced.  I  know  there  are  othcrs  withio: 
lur  reach^    replied  I   with  seriousness, 
would  contribute  to  giye  efficacy  to 
is^  and  which  you  refuse  froniadesponJ 
^ncy  of  mind  which  you  ought  to  check*' 
herefore  is  it^  that  with  a  brother  nigh 
and  whose  conversation  would  cheer 
i>  you  refuse  to  ^ee  him  ?  His  heart  is 
ilting  with  compassion  at  the  intelligencc 
your  dejection  and  sufFerings.     '^  Why 
ICD  does  he  not  come  and  teil  me.  so  ? 
■«ked  she  with  agitation.  But  I  know  what 
^gi^ps  him  at  a  distance  !    he  cannot  say, 
JUucretia,  I  forgive  you  !  he  cannot  say,  be 
ipomforted  !'* 

t^:  *^  The  ofFence  which  produced  your  in- 
hamperance,  and  his  too  warm  resentment^ 
Inas  been  fully  expiated  by  the  pain  which 
libth  have  experienced  from  it,"  observed 
^e   doctor ;  ^^  both  were  in  i&ult^    an^ 

YOL.  ly.  H 
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both  h&vt  rcgrettcd  thc  feült..  Bercival 
thinks  only  of  a  sick  atid  afflücted  j/i/^.  I 
will  pledge  my  lifc  on  thc  ^cerity  of  bis 
afiection  for  you ;  and  I  know  hia  soul 
seeks  to  meet  you  ia  peace  andlove.*'  Sbe 
was  oppressed,  and  gasped  fbr  utterance. 
**  Oh  l  why  does  hc  dclay  ?"8aid^hc,."I 
long  to  see  him  before  I  die !  Tou  shall 
see  him  to  day,"  replied  I,  "on conditioii 
tfaat  you  will  be  composßd«  I  am  coofi* 
dent  that  you  will  find  comfort  and  amuse- 
ment  from  his  society.  She  nam^d  thc 
hour,  and  requested  that  I  would  come 
with  him,  not  knowing  how  the  sight  of 
him  might  affect  her.  I  thought  it  better 
to  avoid  the  suspenso  of  procrastinating 
the  interview/'  continued  the  doctor« 
"  and  Mr.  Flint  has  been  with  her.  Poor 
Percival  was  extrcraely  shocked  when  he 
saw  the  alteration  that  sickness  had  made 
in  her  person.  She  gave  him  her  hattd, 
and  told  him^  with  more  composure  tfaah  I 
eypected^  that  she  took  his  visit  kindly. 
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He  spdke  with  emotion^  and  said  somc- 
thing  of  his  hopes,  and  the  ensuing  surh- 
mer.  I  shatl  not  live  to  see  it^  answered 
she^  looking  stedfastly  on  hin!i  ;  butit  will 
comfort  yon,  Percival,  tö  fcnow  that  the 
pjDOspect  of  the  grave  no  longcr  terrifies 
me ;  I  am  not  withont  hope.  He  inter- 
nipted  her.  Cherish  it,  said  he,  ^agerly, 
and,  kissing  her  chcek,  cherish  it,  rpy  dear 
Lucretia  !  and  may  its  salutary  influence 
restore  your  health  as  well  as  your  pcacc  ! 
Is  this  your  wish  ?  replied  she,  bursting 
intotears.  Do  you,  can  youforgive  me  ? 
You  had  not  scen  me  here,  Lucretia, 
answered  the  captain  with  solemnity,  had 
any  resentment  lurked  in  my  bosom  :  as  £ 
hope  for  pardon  for  my  own  errors  and 
mistakes,  so  certain  is  it^  that  affectioa 
and  compassion  brought  pie  hither.  For- 
get,  as  I  have  done,  the  past ;  live  to  bo 
my  comfort ;  and  may  this  hour  canceL 
from  your  mind  every  thoughtthat  retards 
your  recovery  !     Hc  again  kissed  her,  and 

H  2 
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she  hang  od  his  neck,  groaning  withher 
agitations.  Percival,  overcome  by  this 
scene,  pcrmitted  mc  to  lead  him  from  the 
Chamber,  and  he  was.  not  able  to  sce  the 
fiamily ;  I  parted  with  him  in  the  avenue. 
My  patient,  fatigued  by  these  exertions,  is 
fallen  into  a  dose.  She  is  sinking  gradu« 
ally;  and  will  probably  be  lethargic." 

Mary  will  be  anxious  to  hear  the  resolt 
of  this  first  interview  ;  her  aunt  requestcd 
that  th«  captain  would  visit  her  daily. 

I  ha'^e  only  time  to  sign  the  name  of 
your 

Rachel  Cowlet. 

P.  S.  Has  Alice  informed  you  that  Mr. 
Snughead  is  dead  ?  either  his  son-in-law's 
return,  or  his  grief  for  his  wife  was  too 
much  for  him  :  he  died  at  Bath  of  the 
gout  in  his  stomach. 
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i. 


LETTER  LX* 


From  the  same  to  the  same. 


OUR  good  father  has  no  doubt  commu- 
[  hicated  to  Mary  the  news  of  her   unclc 
X)Hvcr  Flint*s  dcath.    Peace  to  his  manes  ! 
^Hc   has  left  behind  him  a  good  teport, 
•and  we  are   much   plcased  with  the  last 
.  proof  of  his  being  an  honest  and  friendly 
p-man.     His    heir,  (Mr.  Philip  Flint,  hat 
written  a  very  Handsome  IctteF  to  the  cap- 
tain,  to  inform  him  of  his  legacy  of  five 
thousand    pounds,  and  Mary's  of  thrce, 
.julding,  that,  believing  it  was  the  intentioa 
\-k.oi  the  donor,  that  there  should  be  no  de- 
rVlay  in  the  payment  of  these  bequests,   he 
had  transmitted  to  him  the  first  six  months 
^   interest  of  the  sum,  in  order  to  ans  wer  the 
^    present     unavoidable    retardment    of  the 
■principal  sum  whilst  waiting  for  his  precisc 
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Orders.  Mr.  Flamall  still  rcmains  obdu- 
rate ;  a  circumstance  which  Mr.  Philip 
Flint  in  his  Ictter  to  his  mother  regrets,  as 
a  draw-back  on  his  cotnforts,  and  peculi- 
arly  oppressive  to  his  mind  at  a  timewhen 
hemight  havebech  useful  asa  consoler. 

There  were  letters  for  Miss  Flint  from 
Mr.  FlamalJ  and  her  brother ;  somc  prcr 
cautions  we^e  judgcd  rcquisite  in  regard  to 
tlie  delivery  of  thcse.  Doctor  Douglass 
undertook  the  business,  as  well  as  to  prc- 
pare  her  for  the  sable  dress  of  the  captain. 
He  asked  her  how  long  her  brother  Oliver 
hadleft  En^and;  shetook  this  hint^  and 
replied  with  calmness,  that  he  had  been 
dead  to  her  more  than  thirty  years  ;  but, 
added  she  sighing,  when  we  are  re-united^ 
this  period  will  appear  nothing  !  Encoo» 
raged  by  her  composure  he  prpceeded  to 
mention  his  honourable  acquittal  of  his 
promise  to  Mr.  Philip  Flint,  and  the  re- 
grets of  his  friendsfor  his  loss  ;  and  giving 
her  the  letters  destined  for  her  was  on  the 
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•point  of  retiring,  after  recommeriding  to 
[  her  to  bc  careful  of  fatiguing  her  spirits. 
i^ -*' Rcmain  a  moment,"  repliedshe,  taking 
>'  itiic  two  letters.  "  You  shall  see  that  I  mean 
-to  preserve  my  tranquillity,  This  comes 
ifrom  a  band  that  never  administered  to 
•me,  aught  but  comfort." — She  placed 
tMr.  Flint's  letterunder  her  pillow.  *«  This 
i«firöm  a  man  who,  miserable  in  himself,  ig 
common  disturbcr  of  the  peace  of 
others.  I  will  not  read  his  letter  :  put  it 
intp  the  fire."  *^  I  hesitatcd,  in  obeying 
ler/'  continued  the  doctor  ;  *'  she  per- 
'^Ceived  it,  and  tore  it  into  fragments." 
^  «"Now  burn  them,  and  judge,  said  she,  that 
t  il  can  befirti).  Mr.  Flamall  has  nothing 
■i  *to  do  with  this  hour  !  I  will  not  be  dis- 
r. -turbed  by  his  resentments.  She  paused, 
;;  and  saw  the  mutilated  letter  consumed. 
.'.  **  I  shall  not  have  the  comfort  my  brother 
:  Oliver  had,"  observed  she,  **  bul  I  do  not 
murmur.  Percival  is  very  kind  to  me, 
■-    teil  him  that  I  am  calm  and  composed;  but 
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that  I  shall  be  busy  to  day,  and  cannot  scc 
him  ;  and  send  Lady  Maclairn  hither." 

It  appears  that  her  ladyship's  commis- 
sion  was  to  send  ofF  an  cxpress  to  Durham 
for  an  attorney  whom  Miss  Flint  named, 
Mary  will  havc  a  letter  from  thc  captain  to 
morrow.  I  am  going  to  pass  the  day  at 
the  Abbey  ;  Sir  Murdoch  droops  a  littlc, 
he  dreads  the  consequencc  of  his  wife's 
perpetual  fatigue ;  she  has  a  cough  not 
very  pleasant  to  my  ears. 

Mrs.  Alten  is  of  great  usc  to  the  invalid* 
She  regulates  the  sick  room  with  herusudl 
address,  and  has  convinced  Miss  Flint  of 
the  Utility  of  quitting  her  bed  for  the  sopha 
during  somc  part  of  the  day.  She  thinks 
it  refreshes  her  spirits ;  and  some  interval 
of  ease  al  present  enables  her  to  makc  thc 
exertion. 

I  remain  JLucy's  affectionatc, 

Kachel  Cowlky. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


LETTER  LXr. 

Trtmt  the  same  to  ihe  same^ 

X  HIS  letter  will  contain  littte  beyond 
the  particidars  of  a  scene  which  rccently 
.passed  in  Miss  Flint's  room.  Our  dear 
Mary's  solicitude  is  unavoidable,  and  her 
;  wish  to  Jcnow  what  passes  here  ought  to  be 
mdulged. 

Mrs.  Allen  was  requested  to  witness  the 
;    ^igning  of  Miss  Flint's  will,  she  cheerfuUy 
;   complied ;    Douglass  and  Mrs.   Warner    i 
joining  with  her. 

When  this  business    was  terminated, 
she  requested  the  doctor  to  inform  the 
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captain  that  shc  wished  to  see  him  after 
dinner ;  and,  with  a  languid  smile,  sh6 
added,  teil  him  that  Mrs.  Allen  shall  give 
him  his  cofFee. 

When  alone  with  our  fri^nd  she  begged 
of  her  to  be  the  witneBs  to  the  conversa- 
tion  she  meditatcd  on  for  the  evening. 
*'  Do  notrefuse  mep'  continucd  she.  "I 
have  a  few  instructiohs  to  leave  with  my 
brother,  and  you  .will  be  useful ;  you  will 
hear  nothing  to  grieve  you^  although  it 
may  'afFect  him,  and  flatter  me  ;  but  I 
Yvish  to  fini#h  my  business  with  this 
World  !" 

The  captain,  in  Mrs.  AUen's  words,  was 
punctual  tQ  his  time.  His  sister  was  on 
the  sopha,  but  looked  flushed  and  fatigu- 
ed.  '^  He  was  agitated,"  continued  Mrs. 
Allen,  '^  and  I  said,  we  are  doing  well  to 
clay,  Sir."  He  took  his  seat  by  her,  and 
pressed  her  ofFered  band  with  his  Ups.  Shc 
immediatdy  spoke  of  Mr.  Oliver  Flint*s 
4eathj  jpoiaking  some  obviou^  reflexipns  oq 
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the  event.  ,  Then  suddenly  looking  at  her 

brother's  dress,  she  said,  I  hope,  Percival, 
^    you  do- not  mourn  that  poor  Oliver  has 

given  to  a  brother  who  stood  by  him  as  a 
;  *son,  an  inheritance  that  ought  in  the  eye 
^*öf  justice  to  have  been  yours.  The  cap- 
„'-tain  coloured,  and  replied  with  eagerness, 
J- that  he  was  perfcctly  contented  with  the 
^'proofs  he  had  rcceived  of  his  brother*s 
5  ^consrderation.  He  has  rendcred  mc  com- 
i  "fortable,  added  he,  foT  the  remainder  of 
pmy  life,  and  has  placed  Mary  in  a  condi- 
5/tiön  fully  adeqnate  to  her  ambition.  I  am 
■"-^grateful,  and  sincerely  hope,  that  Philip 
'>Flint   will  live  to  show  the  world  he  was 

■*worthy  of  the  man  whom  he  has  siicceed- 
•  xd.     Miss     Fl  int   was    softencd  to  tears. 

G-od  grant^  said  she  with  emotion,  that  my 

'will    m-ay  be  thus  satisfactory  to  you  !    I 

.'  have  done   far  the  best,  Percival,  I  have 

-•^been  governed  by  only  one  principle.  Let 

nie* die  in  the  hope  that  you  will  accept  it 

ÄS  an  evidencc  of  my  rcpcntance  for  har- 

H  6 
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ing  so  long  overlooked  yoxxx  just  claims!-^ 
She  spoke  this  with  agony. 

My  dear  Lucretia,     said   thc    captain 
ha$tily^  and  startled  at  the  disorder  she 
was  in,  let  us  drop  a  subject  so  useless.  .  I 
have  no  wants,  no  wishes  ungratified,  but 
that  -of  seeing  you  well.    I  cannot  bcar 
your  kindncss,  replied  the  poor  weeping 
Miss  Flint ;  I  have  not  deserved  it !     Say 
not  so  to  me^  answered  thc  brother  with 
tcndcrncss.       We    have    all,    my    dear 
sister,  to  make  this  acknowledgment   to 
cur  Makcr.     We  have  all  of  us  errors  to 
regret,  and  somcthing  for  contrition,  but 
WC  have  a  merciful  Judge,  who  kaows  that 
we  are  weak  and  fallible :  let  me  conjure 
you  to  ende.ivour  to  recover  your  spirits. 
Let  us  employ  the  allotted  space  allowed 
US  in  acts  of  love  and  mutual  aid.     Your 
friend^  as  well   as  physicians  assurcs  me, 
that  your  malady  is  augmented  by  the  dc^ 
pression  of  your  mind.     Exert  your  faith  4 
anisnatc  your  spirits  by  reflccting,   that 
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f}  you  are  in  the  hands  of  a  Being  infinite  in 

rinercy.     Would  you  like  to  havc  Mary 

N  with  you  ?     She  wishes  tö  sec  you,  and 

I L  might  be  useful  to  y oü.     I  could  not  bcar 

.to  sec  her,  answered   Miss  Flint  with  a 

^5^,  voice  broken  by  sorrow  ;  but  it  is  not  from 

iHikindness,,  that  I  reject  her,  it  is  not 

hatr^d  nor  cruelty  that  govern  me.     I  ^m 

^  ccrtain  itis  not,  rcplied  the  captain;  No: 

[iiöy  dear  sistcr  !  theirempire  is  over;  and 

•-.a  t€mper,  to  which  worlds  would  beno-» 

".thing  in  the  b^ance,  has  now  a  place  in 

^  fouT  hcart.     Oh  !  live  to  enjoy  the  blessed 

f    exchange  !  live  for  my  comfort ! 

;,     ^^  I  thought  his  sister  must  have  fainted/' 

•.    continued  Mrs.  Allen,  wiping  the  tears  of 

i^napathy  from  her  honest   face;   and  I 

;    hinted  that  she  wanted  her  cordial.     The 

•     captain   understood    me,     and   I   believc 

.  would  have  gladly  retired  himself  and  left 

her  to  my  care  ;  for  he  rose  and  observed, 

he  had  staid  too  long,  and  that  she  needed 

rcst.     Rest,  repeated  she,  detaining  him. 
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oh,  be  not  so  deceivcd ;  I  need  no  regt,  I 
can  find  none  that  chears  me  like  seeing 
you.  He  again  took  bis  seat,  and  with 
composure  observed,  that  shc  had  pro- 
mised  him  cofFee  :  and  that  he  would  re- 
main^  on  condition  she  would  try  to  bc 
quiet  and  listen  to  our  chat.  She  smiled^ 
and  I  took  my  post. 

Again   he  ofFered  to  leave  her,  when> 
with  composure,  she  said,  my  dear  Perci- 
•  \^al  you  must  indulge  nrje  ;  this  is  the  last 
time  I  will  mention   buriness  which  may 
distress  you  ;  but  I  shall  not  be  easy  until 
I  have  finally  settled  my  concerns  with 
this  World.     Whatever  yx>u  find  done  in 
this  way,    when   I   am   dead,    remembcr 
what  I  have  already  said,  I  nave  done  all 
in  love,  and  have  been  as  just  as  I  couki 
be  to  you.     You  will  find  my  mW  in  that 
cabinet,  continucd  she,  directing  his  at- 
tention to  it.     Lady  Maclairn  has  my  In- 
structions in  respect  to  all  that  it  contams 
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except  the  will ;  $he  will  inspect  it  in  your 
y  prescnce. 

'"      Here  is  a  prescnt  for  my  nicce.     May  it 

^  prove  to  her^  what.  of  late  it  has  been  to 

rne^  a  blessing!     The  capt^in  paced  the 

room  in  silencc.     This  picturc,   my  dear 

I  and  invaluable  fricnd,  continued  she,  ad<» 

^  dressing  me,  you  will  see  buried  with  me. 

Shc  gazed  intently  on   the  miniatur^  of 

Mr.  Philip  Flint/  which  she  wears  in  her 

bosom.     Poor  fellow  !  added  she  mouriv.- 

.fi^Uy,  he  will  not   soon  forget  Lucretial 

IJe  will  regret  that  he  was  not  with  me.-^- 

^- 1  cannot  stand  this  !  said  the  agitated  cap« 

^   tain,  and  were  I  not  convinced,  Lucretiai 

'  that  even  in  this  depression  of  your  mind, 

'f  there  is  a  healing  power  more  potent  than 

V  all   human   aids,    you  would   breal^   my 

'   heart. — I  will  spare  your  feelings,  answered 

[   «he,  only  let  nie  say  a  few  words  more:  I 

^'  Vfish   to  have  your  concurrence.     I  have 

:  Dominated   Mr.    Greenwood    to   succeed 

Snughead  in  the  Farefield  living ;  but  if 
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you  think  he  would  Ukc  the  presentation 
bcttcr  from  you,  speak,  and  it  shall  be  so 
managed.  "  I  do  not  believc,"  added 
Mrs.  Allen,  "  that  the  captain  could  havc 
uttcrcd  a  word,  had  his  fricnd's  beiog 
made  an  archbishop  dependtd  on  it ;  hc 
was  quite  ovcrcome  by  his  feclings." 

*^  At  iength  he  ventured  to  say,  should 
you  like  to  see  Mr.  Green wood  ?  Hc 
would  be  sorry  to  sce  me,  replied  she  ;  hc 
is  a  good  man,  and  will  piry  me  ;  but  I 
wish  not  to  see  him.  I  have  no  want  of 
his  assistance ;  she  raised  her  eyes  to  Hea- 
vcn,  and  pauscd.  •'  You  may  i magine/* 
continued  Mrs.  Allen,  *'  that  her  excr- 
iions  had  subdued  her.  The  captain  no 
sooner  left  her,  than  she  went  to  her  bed ; 
and  I  have  the  comfort  of  quitting  her  in 
a  peacefursleep/* 

This  recital,  my  Lucy,  will  afFect  poor 
Mary ;  but  it  will  do  her  no  härm  hercaf- 
tcr.  Her  mind  wants  firmness  fbr  the 
trialsof  lifc  ;  and  she  mustacquirc  strength 
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by  thc  üsual  means.  I  havc  occasion  for 
morc  patience  and  fortitude  than  I  possess. 
I  tremble  for  the  consequenccs  which  will 
result  to  Mrs.  Allen,,  should  Miss  Flint 
continue  long  in  her  present  condition. 
What  will  you  say  to  the  cares  and  atten- 
tion that  devote  my  dear  friend  to  her 
room  the  whole  day  ?  What  will  you  say 
to  her  swelled  legs,  got  by  watching  her 
throiigh  half  the  night  ?  Will  it  be  any 
comfortto  you,  when  sheis  on  a  sick  bed, 
to  be  told  that  her  piety  and  prayers  arc 
thc  cordials  that  quiet  the  pertnrbed  spiri$ 
of  the  miserable  invalid  ?  I  have  yet 
much  to  do  with  my  rebellious  one ;  and  I 
honestly  confess,  that,  sincerely  as  I  rejoice 
at  Miss  Flint*s  present  temper  of  mind,  I 
»hould  murmur  to  give  a  saint  to  her  fu- 
neral  obsequies.  My  serious  remonstrances 
have  answered  ;  Mrs.  Allen  is  gone  to 
bed,  and  I  will  take  care  shc  shall  not  quit 
it  to-night,  to  traverse  half  clothcd,  thc 
passages  to  that  of  another. 
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'  What  withfogs  within,  and  fogs  with- 
out,  it  lias  been  necessary  for  me  to  make 
a  sun  of  my  own.  Sir  Murdoch  has  un- 
dertaken  to  teach  me  to  paint  in  oil  co- 
lours ;  and  I  have  begun  to  copy  a  land- 
scape  "  tres  riant,"  for  I  cannot  help 
laughing  at  my  initation  of  a  good  copy. 

In  continuation. 

I  was  summoned  below  stairs.  The  en- 
closed  will  explain  the  cause.  .Sir*MuN 
^vdoch  and  his  son  set  out  for  Putney  to- 
morrow  moming ;  and  we  are  in  a  busde^ 
and  somewhat  anxious  about  the  roads  and 
c&ld  weather:  I  must  help  Lady  Maclairn 
in  this  alarm. 

Adieu,  your*^, 

R.  COWLEY. 
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From  Mr.  Serge  to  Sir  Murdoch 

Maclairn. 


Putne^f  Dec,  3. 

MY  dear  and  honoured  friend  !  It  ts  atl 

yer  with  Jeremiah  Serge  !     The  public 

pers  will  teil  you  that  he  is  desolate, 

o-morrow  I  shall  bse  sight  of  her  precious 

mains  \    But  what  of  that !     Do  I  not 

.!^c  her  always  before  me  ?     Do  I  not  hear 

-^er  voice,  and  tbeblessed  consolations  she 

jgave  me.     M3r^name  was  in  the  last  sigh. 

^jjthat  conveycd   her  to  her  God  !      Oh! 

j  she  was  a  child,  Sir  Murdoch,  worthy  of 

;  n  heavenly  Father  !     She  was  too  good  to 

\  fce  lent  me  long  !  and  yet  I  ncver  forgot 

;  to  be  grateful   for  the   loan  :    my  daily 

prayers  were  thanks  to  God,  for  the  bless* 
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Ings   shc  imparted !    so  afFcctionate,    sa 
gentle,  so  wisc,  and  yet  so  young  !     What 
a  balwark  of  defencc  has  my  age  and 
wcakness  lost !  /   I  do  not  know  wby  I  writc 
to   you  ;  but   I  am   so  oppressed  by   my 
thoughts^  and  my  kind  fricnds  here  fatiguc 
mc.     They  cannot  hclpit.     They  do  for 
the  best ;  but  what  can  bc  done  for  mc  \ 
Is  it  not  hard  to  sec  the  sapless  trunk  left 
to  the  wintry  blasts ;  and  the  blossoms  of 
the  spring  cut  ofF?     If  my  child  had  bccn 
spared  only  a  little  white,  she  might  have 
closed  my  eycs,  and  I  bad  bcen  at  rcst. 
But  I  must  not  murmur  against  God  !  My 
Caroline  wamed  me  not  to  gricve  as  "  onc 
without   hope."     And    I   will  hopc,   Sir 
Murdoch,  that  my  present  feelings  will 
»oon  efFect  my  deliverance.     I  shall  soon 
be  re-united   to  my  child.    I  am  very  ilJ, 
and  I  think  it  is  better  to  teil  you  what 
also  disturbs  me  in  this  hour  of  tribulation 
bcfore  I  send  äway  this  Ictter.     I  have  nc" 
been  negligent  in  regard  to  my  worldly' 


I 


THE  yiCTIM  OF  VILLANY.         ISq 

concerns^  as  these  reiate  to  thc  security  of 

my  wife  and  children  ;  for  I  lo^t  no  lime^ 

in  executing  that.  duty,  after  you  had  so 

jgraciously  consent ed  to  be  my  children'» 

fricnd.     But   my  hcart  is  now  set  upon 

,3eeing  you  and  Malcolm  once  more  be- 

forc  I   die.     You  are  a  good  man,    Sir 

JMurdoch,  and,  in  the  sight  of  God,  that 

'4s  the  only  title  that  will  survive  you.     I 

.  think  you  will  not  refusc  to  come  to  mc  : 

;jio  comfort  on  earth  would  be  so  welcome ; 

but   do  not  delay  your  journey,-  if  you 

rjnean  to  see  me;  for  indeed  I  am  sinking 

fast.     My  poor  wifeis  on  a  sLck  bed ;  she 

;  might  have  foreseen  the  blow  more  than 

'   she  did,  but  we  hare  all  our  faults  !  Poor 

!  50ul !     She  finds  at  this   hour  that   lifc 

needs  more,  than   a  doublet  of  silk,    to 

guard  the  pilgrim  in  his  rough  journey  i 

I  am  sure  Malcolm  will  second  me  in  my 

rcquest.      Teil   him,  that  poor  Caroline 

t    spoke  of  him  not  ah  hour  before  she  dicd. 


! 
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and  called  him  her  good  brotfaer  Mal- 
cdm» 

God  preservc  you,  Sir  Murdoch^  firom 
koowing  tlre  sorrow  whicH  fills  the 
heartof 

Jesbmiah  Serge. 
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LETTER  LXIII. 


Trom  Miss  Cotvley  to  Miss  Hardcastle^ 

f  Friday  tnorning. 

M Y  letter  ♦  of  Monday  last  containcd 
the  intelligence  of  the  good  baronct*s 
safety,  and  the  comfortable  hopes  that  are 
entertained  at  Putney,  that  Mr.  Serge 
will  not  need  executors  to  his  will^  for  some 

*  This  letter  does  not  appear. 
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at  least ;  for  the  sight  of  the  travdlcrs 
been  a  cordiaf  tö  him.  TWs  mörn- 
ihg  WC  had  another  iettcr;  it  was  frbm 
colm;  all  the  busincss  \diich  occa- 
n6d  the  journey  had  becn  finished  to 
r  Mr.  Serge's  corttentment;  but  he 
exerted  himself  toomud»;  and  the 
ut  had  ovcrtaken  him.  Malcolm  adds, 
that  the  doctor  regards  this  indisppsitioh ; 
favourable  to  his  friend's  general 
«alth,  and  that  hc  is  chief  nurse;  Mrs. 
airly  attends  her  mother  with  assiduity, 
though  unwell  herseif ;  she  is,  he  says, 
the  shadow  of  the  Leonora  we  .know,  and 
^he  thinks  her  in  a  consumption.  Her 
^ihusband,  from  time  to  time,  attends  her; 
fbiit  his  reception  is  cold  and  ceremonious 
:in  Mr.  Serge's  room,  and  he  is  not  less 
:restrained  on  his  part  with  the  guests.  Sir 
■Murdoch  is  in  perfect  health,  and  the 
[counsellor    shares,    in  his   leisure    hours, 

(jand  contributes  to  his  amusement. 
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Lady  Maclairn  summons  me  to  perform, 
my  part  of  the  task  wc  have  before  us; 
shc  hasünishcd  her  partof  it,  and  I  have 
to  fiU  the  sccond  shect  of  paper  to  Put- 
ney.  You  will  soon  find  me  with  you 
again;  but  my  good  father  must  have 
this  hoiir,  and  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  his  wife  is  easy  and  reasonable^  as  is 
your 

Rachel  Cowley. 
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CHAP.  X. 
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ßunday  marning* 

rVV  ILL  my  Lucy  necd  from  me  the  ob- 
L.vious  reflexions,  which  will  result  from 
tht  peFusal  of  this  letter?  "No:*'  nor 
■  have  I  time  to  make  them,  though  thc 
'  impressions  on  my  mind  are  such  as  will 
.  indelibly  remain,  as  admonitions  to  warn 
^   me   against   too   much    security  in    this 

ivorld's  air  bubblcs  ! 
*  .  I  had  so  well  sustained  my  part  with. 
my  pcn,  in  wTiting  to  Sir  Murdoch,  that 
I .  had  produced  a  cheerfulncss  on  the 
pensive  brow  of  his  wife ;  and  she  detained 
me  with  her,  until  it  was  too  late  to  fi- 

VOL.  IV.  I 
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nish  my  letter  to  you.  I  thcrefore  conti- 
nued  to  read  and  chat  with  my  friend  tili 
jiear  the  diaing  hour.  The  appearance 
of  Doctor  Douglass  was  nöthing  new; 
but  we  were  equally  strack  with  liis  man- 
ner and  coimtenance ;  anä^  her  ladyship, 
with  alarm,  asked  him,  whether  Lucretia 
was  worse.  *'  No,"  replied  he>  with  vi- 
sible  distress,  *^  thcre  is  no  material 
change ;  but  she  has  asked  for  you/'  La; 
dy  Maclairn  immediately  quittcd  us  to  go 
to  her  sister*s  room.  ^'  She  is  dying,? 
observed  I,  "  you  think  so,  lam  certaio; 
why  do  you  flatter  Lady  Maclairn  with 
liopes  ?"  "  Poor  creaturc  !"  answercd  he, 
^^  I  wish  she  had  only  this  shock  to  sup^ 
port,  there  would  tlicn  bc  little  to  justify 
my  fears  for  her ;  but  I  am  a  coward, 
Miss  Cowley,  and  you  mustassist  me,  and 
yet  I  tremble  even  in  soliciting  your  aid ; 
for  thcse  exertions  can  do  you  no  good.** 
"  Never  think  of  me,"  said,  I  eagerly. 
*^  What   are   the  dreadful    tidings   you 
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bring  ?"  '^  That  a  sinner  is  departed," 
leinswered  he  with  soiemnity ;  *^  that  Lady 
Maclairn  has  no  longer  a  brother.  Let 
*inc  conduct  you  to  your  apartment,"  con- 
tinued  he,  seeing  me  pale  and  trembling, 
^*  I  must  consult  you;  and  we  -shall  be 
Mitcmipted  herc/'  I  made  no  reply  ;  but 
yiclded  to  his  assistance. 

A  burst  of  tears  relievcd  me,   ^^  Where- 

'fore  is  it,"  observcd  poor  Douglass,  witli 

ccHBpassion,    *'  that   you  seem   destined^ 

by  Providence,  to  be  the  support  of  this 

unfortunate  family  ;  and,  by  the  continual 

ex^rtions  of  your  fortitude  and  humanity, 

thus  to  dimihish   your  own  comforts  and 

weaken  your  health  ?''     I  admire  you,  and 

I  reverence   your  Mrs.  Hardcastle;  but 

your  strength   of    mind   is   uncommon  ! 

*^  Try  it/'  replied  I,   ''  let  me  hear  ,the 

whok  of  this  dreadful  afFair ;  it  cannot  be 

worse   than  I  apprchend/*      "  Nor  is  it 

*-better/^  answered  he  ;  ^^  and  we  have  to 

^  guard  against  surprises.    It  must  be  disco- 

.  I  2 
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vered.  Tlie  public  papers  will  have  thc 
intcllig^nce,  and  Lady  Maclairn  must  be 
prepared;  are  you  equal  to  the  task?" 
^^  I  trust  I  am,"  answered  I,  "  otherwisc 
my  strength  of  mind  is  no  virtue."  He 
grasped  my  hand,  and  said  some  words, 
expressive  of  his  approbationj  then  pro- 
ceeded  to  inform  me,  that  Captain  Flint 
had  found  on  his  table  the  preceding  even- 
ing,  on  returning  from  his  sister's,  thc 
packet  which  he  now  produced.  "  I  was 
sent  for/'  added  ihe  doctor,  ^^  and  we 
passed  nearly  the  whole  night  in  rcading 
the  Contents,  and  Consulting  thc  best 
means  of  communicajting  them  to  Lady 
Maclairn.  The  captain  dcclared  he  w>s 
unable  to  do  it ;  and  thought  himself  pc- 
culiarly  disqualified  for  the  ofBce,  it  be- 
ing  no  secret,  that  he  despised  the  man, 
and  was  not  surprised  at  his  end.  *'  I  have 
no  heart  on  such  occasions,"  continued 
IJouglass,  rising  and  pacing  the  room.  I 
have  a  trick  of  looking  beyond  '^  this  di- 
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urhal  sphere,"  and  I  hate  to  announce  the 
death  of  thewicked.  There  are  the  let« 
ters  ;  I  will  leave  you  for  an  hour  and  then 
ret,urn  ;  you  may  want  me  as  a  physician/' 
To  the  hasty  perusal  of  them,  followed 
my  thanks  to  Providence  for  the  absence 
of  Sir  Murdoch ;  and  without  sufFering 
ihe  energy  of  my  mind  to  relax,  I  sent  for 
Lady  Maclairn  to  my  room.  She  instantly 
pcrceived  my  emotion,  and  I  at  once  ac- 
knowledged  that  I  had  bad  nevvs  to  com- 
municate  from  Jamaica  ;  and  which  (^ap- 
taiD  Flintwas  unequ^l  to  the  task  of  do- 
irig,  She  gasped  for  breath.  *'  Nothing 
can  cqual/'  continueä  I,  ^^  Mr.  Philip 
Plint*s  solicitude  for  you,  thank  God  !  he 
has  stood  the  shock  :  his  friends  are  with- 
out  alarm  for  him.  Mr.  Flamall's  deatli 
must  be  supported,  my  dear  Lady  Mac- 
lairn ;  let  me  see  you  composed."  *5  It 
was  sudden  ?"  said  she,  fixing  her  eyes  on 

my  face,  *'  It  was I  made  no  other 

answer,  than  falling  on  her  Shoulder  and 

I  3 
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weeping."  *'  It  is  enough,"  said  shc> 
trembling  and  sinking  froin  my  embracc, 
I  was  ternfied,  for  sbe  did  not  faint  as  I 
expected,  but  with  her  eyes  fixed,  and 
with  a  deadly  groan  sbe  articulated  the 
name  of  Duncan.  I  immediately  per- 
ceived  the  drcadfiil  idea,  which  had  ta* 
ken  possessioi)  of  her  mind*  He  is  at 
rest,  my  dear  friend,"  said  I^  ^*  and  now 
blessed  for  his  faithfulness  to  you."  I  was 
proceeding,  but  she  heard  me  not.  Hor- 
ror had  transfixed  her  to  her  seat.  She. 
was  as .  cold  aä  niatble ^  and  not  a  tfac 
feil.  I  iiang  the  bell  with  violcnce.  Tbo.. 
doctor  entered  af  the  same  moHn^ent ;  he* 
instantly  bled  her,  and  she  was  put  inta 
my  bed.  Douglass  watched  her,  under 
great  uneasiness^  until  she  appeared  lo  nM( 
to  be  d^ad.  I  really  thought  she  wos^ 
when  her  eyes  closed  and  her  stifFencd 
limbs  relaxed.  *'  Tak«  coorage,"  said 
he,  **  the  worst  is  passed ;  she  will  reco-. 
ver.'*     The  event  shewed  his  judgment;. 


THE  VICTIM  OP  VILLÄNY*         IQQ 

fcft  in  a  few  minutes-  she  burst  into  violent 
iidbbings»  and  the  death-like  coldness  o^ 
liier  hand  gave  place  to  a  friendly  perspi« 
|ilftk>n.  He  gave  her  a  cordial ;  and  or- 
i$tnüg  no  one  to  disturb  her  by  speaking^ 
^was  kft  with  her«  By  his  Orders^  I  nei- 
||hef  checked  her  tears^  nor  evaded  her  en- 
l^nirits.  I  belieVe,  however^  that  sSie  dosed 
^r  scHoe  thne,  as  not  a  sigh  escaped^  heF. 
t  lengtb^  puttmg  aside  the  Curtain^  ishd 
c^  and  I  appi<oached  her.  ^*  Angel 
raerey  and  goodness,"  saidshe^  kissing 
hand»  ^^  teil  me,  has  no  one  se(^n  iny 
IfUsäress  ?'*  *^  The  servants  saw  you  in  » 
IjfiuatiBg  State,"  replicd  T,  "  ßut  tbey  ne- 
^er  saw  me  so  ill  I  believe,"  obsertcd 
[ihe  with  anxiery,  "  Did  notbing  escape 
^tBe  ?"  I  satisfied  her  at  once  on ,  this 
Itjoint,  and  at  her  request  briefly,  and  I 
^fbink  wisely,  informed  her  of  the  leading 
rvtnts  contained  in  the  captain's  letters. 
She  wept,  and  I  proceedcd.  *^  In  this 
lyrial  of  your  faith  and  fortitude^"  said  I, 

X  4 
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"  it  is  not  possible  you  can  overlook  tnc 
morcifu]  Being,  who  has  secured  Duncan 
from  guilt,  by  removing  him  to  an  abodc 
of  pcace."     **  I  cannot  express  my  tbank-« 
fulness,"    replied   she,    '^  bat   I   fecl  thc 
gratitude» — But   my   wcetched  lost   bro* 
ther!"      She  shuddered  anew — **  He  is 
before  an  unerring  Judge,"  renlicd  I,  in- 
ierrupting  her.     It  neither   becomes  you 
nor  myself  to  limit  infinite  mercy,  You  ans 
now  called  upon,   by  that  God  of  mcrcy^ 
to  submit  to  his  power  and  to  trust  in  bif 
goodness  and  compassion.     Let  it  be^your 
concern  to  perform,  with  courage,  the  part 
assigned  you.     It  has  been  a  difficult  onc) 
but  not  beyond  your  strength.     Remem* 
ber  that  yo'u  are  still  a  wife^  and  a  mo* 
ther  ;vand  your  duties  will  give  you  pa- 
tience  and  peace.'* 

Emulate  the  man  in  whose  sorrows  ypu 
have  sharcd  ;  *^  he  was  faithful  to  the  end/* 
Deprive  him  not  of  the  glory  of  having 
lovcd  your  rcputation  and  your  iionour 
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niore  than  his  own.     To   Lady  Maclaim 
hc  sacrificed  his  fondest  hopes^  his  venge- 
ance  on   his  oppressor,  his  ease  in   life, 
and  eren  the  name  of  her  faithful  Duncan 
to  his   last  moments.     Wcep  for  hitn  ! 
cöntinued  I,    with  my   eyes   Streaming; 
neither  religion  nor  virtue  forbid  this  tri- 
btite  to  his  memory  ;  but  live  to  preserve 
Sir    Mardoch    Maclairn's    peace.     '*  I 
would  die  rather  than  distürb  it/'  said  she 
with  agony.     **.  It  is  my  misery,  my  past 
punishment^  that  whilst  noy  soul  mourns 
the  fate  of  a  man  ruined  by  my  afFection^ 
anoiher  not  Icss  wörthy^  not  less  beloved 
has  been   involved  in  all  the  perils  of  my 
miserable  cOndition  and  cbnduct.     I  can- 
not  live  without  Maclairn's  esteem  and 
tenderness  ;  I  cannot  die  without  afFect- 
ing  him.     I  must   still  wear  the  odious  ^ 
cloak  of  deceit ;  I  must  still  impose  on 
his  noble  unsuspecting  nature.     Oh  fatal 
consequences  of  my  quitting  the  paths  of 
truth  !"added  she,  with  interrupted  sighs; 

I  5 
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^*  wrctched  firmts  of  my  weak  creddity 
and  chiidish  fears  !  Had  I  been  finn^  had 
I  Aown  myself  to  the  world  as  the  repro^ 
bftied  widow  of  poor  Duncan,  I  should 
long  erc  this  have  smiled  at  iU  contempt» 
or  been  at  peace  in  my  grave.  But  for 
what  am  I  not  now  answerable  ?*'  Not  for 
your  biotlier*s  wickedness/'  repUed  I 
eägerly,  '^  yoa  have  a  fair  accouat^  my 
deur  friend^  to  set  against  the  enors  of 
your  youth ;  recolkct  the  place  you  have 
fitUed  in  society,  the  years  of  sufFering 
your  tender  cares  have  mitigated,  the 
doties  of  the  mother  yqu  have  performedi 
the  happiness  you  have  administered ; 
and  I  will  add,  the  pangs  your  courage^has 
sustained  in  oider  toeflfect  the  tranquiUity 
of  others.  Secrecy  is  now  a  duty,  and  an 
ebhgation  enforced  upon  you,  by  evcry 
motive  of  virtue  and  Utility.  Let  me  see 
yoa,  what  you  may  be ;  unless,  by  recall* 
iivg  the  past^  you  destroy  your  bealth 
and  my  hopes.    The  stona  is  passed ;  and 
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if  you  experience  not  the  ^oy  öf  an  un- 

clouded  sky,  yct  the  evening  of  your  dayis 

Tßxy  be  serenis  and  quiet/' 

She  promised   me  tp  be  all  I  wishcd, 

twi^  to  bräee  every  nerve  ag^inst  her  hus- 
,  -)>imd's  r^turn.  I  think  she  is  inore  coni« 
'*  posed  to  day ;.  an^  s^^  her  reqtxest  I  havc 

bceq  with  Miss  Flint.  Af  I  expecte/;};,  she 
*.  f>egan  by  lamenting  her  ladyship's  sudden 

Indisposition,   and    added^    that  Percivai 

also  had  a  cold  which  prevented  her  see- 

-  ing  him.     I  gave  her  hopes  of  her  sister'» 
r    speedy  recovery,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 

up  the  conversation  ;  but  she  soon  dosed^ 
'    which  I  find  she  again  does  half  her  time, 

-  and  I  left  her  without  being  noticed. 

Good  night,  I  am  going  to  bed,  and  ta 

,    sleep-  if  I  can.     Mrs.  Allen  will  be  with 

Lady  Maclairn.     I  direct  my  letters  to 

Sedley,     You  will  understand  by  the  ac- 

-  companiment«  my  reaßon  for  so  doing, 
Mary  mig.ht  wonder  at  not  being  trusted  ; 
Mr.   Sedley  will  give    you  this  packet 

i6 
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Adieu.  Let  me  know  that  thc  intclligencc 
is  secure  in  your  hands.  My  ffiend  wishei 
you  to  keep  these  with  the  other  paperst 
6he  has  read  them. 

I  am  rcally  quite  worn  out  with  one  or 
two  night*s  watching ;  but  do  not  fanqr 
jne  sick^  should  I  be  lazy«  We  expect 
Sir  Murdoch  thc  day  aftcr  to-morrow ;  and 
I  may  have  too  much  bnsiness  on  my 
liands  to  write  to  you  before  Saturday. 


LETTER  LXV. 

V'rom  Mr.  Paget  to   Capt.  Percwal 

Flint. 

(Enclosid  in  the  pnceeding.) 

S£AR  STR^  Kingsicnf  Jamaica,  4^. 

THE  melancholy  Contents  of  this  lettcr 
will  sufficiently  account  for  its  being  writ- 
tcn  by  a  stranger  to  you.    The  dutyas- 


<   - 
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signed  to  me  will,  however,  at  once  show 
4he  the  friend  of  Mr.  Flint,  and  the  paiii« 
iurwitness  of  the  distressi  into  which  all 
his  family  are  plunged. 

The  suddcn  death  of  Mr.  Flainall,  his 

,  ytuide,  is  an  event,  which»  under  t\it  com^ 

'' .  Mion  circumstances  of  human  life,  woutd 

■■   ttc}uire  precaution,  in  the  communication 

.  ^of  it   at  FarefieJd  Hall.      But  my  poor 

.  friend   has  to  dread  evcry  thing,  lest  the 

catasttophe    of  his  uncle*s   end,    shöuld 

ireach  his  mother  through  the  Channel  of 

'   the  public  papers.    He  conjures  you  to 

consult  his  brother  Malccdm  in  those  mea« 

sures  which  are  necessary  to  prevcnt  this 

-blow  reaching   the  hall  too  suddenly  for 

his  mother*s  strength.     Before  I  begin 

.-  the  detail  of  those  particulars,  which  you 

will  naturally  wish  to  have  before  you,  per- 

mit  me  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  assuring 

you,  that  my  fatient,  and  I  may  add  my 

dearest  friendj  Philip  Flint,  is  in  a  degree 

rccovered  from  the  illness  brought  on  by 
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the  first  agil^on  of  hie  spirks ;  his  amia« 
ble  wife  is  well^  and  as  y^t  a  stranger  to 
the  shocking  tale.  I  will  nowbegin  my 
melancholy  task» 

The  ar rival  of  a  krge  ve^sel  in  this  port, 
from  New  York>  and  commaaded  by  a 
Captiun  li^elsea^  may  t^  assigned  as  o;ztf 
of  tbose  case$  which  have  produced  the 
evei>t  before  me.  In  consequeace  of  Mr* 
Flamairs  having  a  coocem  ia  the  cargq, 
he  was  iiiduced  to  quit  his  retirement; 
aad  to  cöme  to  the  Creek  plantation,  near 
this  place.  To  thii  circumstance  I  was  a 
strauber,  however ^  baviagy  as  Mr.  Flint's 
friehd^  dropped  a  man,  generally  con« 
demned  for  his  inflexibiiity  ;  and  atpre-^ 
sent  foigotten  by  that  society^  which  for 
lome  time  he  had  so  earefully,  and  gloomi* 
ly  avoided« 

I  happened  to  be  at  the  general  rendez^r 
vo%i$^  a  cpfit^c-hpuse  here^  when  a  mer- 
chant>  of  the  oame  of  Gilpin^  an  inti- 
mate  friend  of  ixüne^  entered^  with  Capr 
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taifl  Nelson,  the  newly  arrived  stränger. 
I  was  prescipted  to  him  by  my  friend  :  and, 
in  a  way,  which  the  captain  änd  myself 
both  appeared  to  understand.  I  found, 
that  Mr.  Gilpin  had  long  known  this 
gentlenaan)  and  in  a  few  nünutes 
I  thottgbt  I  had  long  known  htm  myr 
seif,  from  the  frankness  of  bis  manner. 
We  were  settling  öur  plan  for  dining  to- 
gether ;  when  one  of  the  waiters  told  Mr» 
Nclsoii,  that  ^^  Mr.  Flamall  was  on  horse*' 
back  at  the  door,  and  wished  to  speak  td^ 
him  for  a  minute."  The  captain  instantly 
obeyed  the  summons,  and,  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes,  he  returned  to  the  room,  and  I 
saw  Flanmll  pass  the  window«  I  ren(larked 
to  some  one  near  nie,  that  he  looked  iU 
aad  dejected.  The  captain,  was  now  dis- 
turbed  by  a  more  serious  business.  Some 
eine  in  the  passage  called  loudly  for  assist«' 
ance  ;  and  the  captain  was  told,  that  ^^  his 
stewiard  was  in  the  agonics  of  death  in  the 
corridor.**  We  flew  to  the  spot ;  and,  as 
a  medical  man^  it  became  my  duty  to  suc- 
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cour  the  sick  one.     He  had  been  stiddenly 
surprised^     by   the   bursting   af  a  large 
blood  vessel^  and  the  case  was  critical  and 
justly  alarming.     I  was,  howevcr,  Struck 
by  the   uncomtnon    interest    whkh   the 
captain  appeared  to  take  in  the  poor  man^s 
preservation.     Every  accommodation  the 
house  could  aiFord  was  speedity  procured ; 
and  I  saw  my  patient  in  a  spacious  bed- 
room,  with  a  negro  woman  for  his  attend- 
ant,    whom  I  knew  was  a  good  nurse. 
Some  aba^ement  of  the  haemorrhage,  hav- 
ing  succeeded  to  bleeding  in  the  arm,  and 
other  remedies,     I  left  him  to  his  repose ; 
and  joined  my  friends  at  Mr.  Gilpin's^ 
whose  house  was  not  remote  from  my  pa- 
tient,     Captain  Nelson  listened  to  my  ac- 
count  of  him  with  the  utmost  anxiety, 
^*  I  would  give  half  I  am  worth,*'  said  he, 
grasping  my  hand,  *^  to  savc  this  man." 
This   complaint  camc  on  in  a  moment, 
they  teil  me  :  he  was  apparently  well  when 
I  passed  him ;  and  that  was  not  five  mi- 
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nutes  beibre  you  saw  liim  ;  those  near  him 
say  it  was  a  fit ;  for  they  heard  him  groan, 
and  he  rose  from  his  seat,  as  if  to  seek 
air,  when  he  feil  back  and  the  blood 
gushed  from  his  mouth."  I  saw,  in  thi^ 
account,  his  hopes  of  the  mari's  recovery ; 
which  I  could  not  encourage,  and  wished 
not  to  depress, 

After  dinner  he  attended  me  to  visit 
him.  *^  I  have  known  this  man  many 
years,"  said^h«.  *^I  have  nodoubt  of  his 
having  been  unfortunate;  his  edtication 
and  manners  speak  the  gentleman :  his 
conduct  and  industry  ihe  honest  man. 
His  reserve  and  dejection  have  imposed 
on  me  a  respect  for  his  misfortunes ;  and 
to  this  hour  I  only  know,  that  his  name 
is  Charles,  and  ihat  he  is  a  very  extraordt^ 
nary  man ;  for  his  fidclity  to  me,  has  not 
lessened  his  influence  with  my  people ; 
who  all  love  him  as  their  best  friend.  To- 
mprrow  morning,  I  shall  bring  his  boy  on 
shore  to  be  with  him."     **  Then  he  has  a 


son?''  observedl.  *^  One  of  his  adö{)tic»/' 
answered  he ;  ^'  and  his  motives  for  so 
doing,  will  give  you  bb  character.  I  had 
lost  sight  of  bim  for  somc  years,  baving 
Ich  him  in  London.  In  bis  passage  from 
thence  to  New  York,  wbere,  as  it  appearsy 
he  was  as  poor  as  wben  I  first  saw  bim,  be 
was  a  common  Seaman  :  one  of  tbe  crew, 
a  native  of  New  York  feil  sickand  died  on 
tbe  passage,  recommending  to  Charles 
bis  aged  motber,  and  bischild,  thls  hay^ 
He  promised  to  take  care  oi  tbem,  and  he 
kepthis  Word ;  for  täking  ilp  his  abode  inf 
tbe  old  woman*s  miserable  bord^  be  sop^ 
ported  tbe  family  by  his  labonr.  In  this 
lituation,  I  again  mct  him.  The  deatb  of 
tbe  woman,  ahd  my  ofFer  to  take  the  boy 
witb  bim,  induced  him  to  accept  tbe  post 
of  sbip-steward  on  board  my  ship  ;  whcre 
he  bas  becn  several  years.  You  will  jndge 
of  bim  as  a  scboolmaster,  wben  you  see 
George.      ^*  Poor   lad !"    continued    the 
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captain^  ^^  he  will  break  his  heart;  but  I 
will  be  his  friend." 

I  returned  to  my  patient,  but  did  not 
:  allpw  him  to  speak  ;  he  was  told  that  his 
George  would .  be  with  him  in  the  mora- 
ingy  and.  his  hand  only  was  ofiered  to  the 
captain, 

.On  entering  the  room  the  foUowing. 
day,  I  found  George  at  his  post.  The 
patient  was  raised  by  his  pillows  ;  and  one 
öf  the.finest  youths^  my  cyes  cver  beheld, 
j6Ued  the  space  tbey  had  lefr.  He  vras 
hending  over  the  sick  man^  in  an  attitude 
^onvenient  for  bis  bead  to  rest  on  tha 
lad*8  »houlder,  who  was,  as  I  judged^  be* 
ftween  fifteen  and  sixtcen^  and  in  the  fuU 
yigour  of  youth.  He  raised  his  penetrat- 
ipg  large  black  eyes  to  my  face,  whilst  I 

de  my  enquinesof  the  woroan,  relative 

the  condition  of  his  father.     Her  replies 

ere  not  unfarourable  ;  and  never  shall  L 

brget  the  look  of  gratitude  I  thea  re-, 

ceived  !     But  overcome  by  his  sensibility, 


ai2  J.AJDY  MACLAIRN, 

he  wept  most  bitterly,  and  hid  his  face. 
Captain  Nelson  entered  at  this  moment. 
**  Why,  how  is  this,  my  boy,*'  cried  he 
cndeavouring  to  hide  his  fcelings,  '^  Did 
yöu  not  pronnise  to  have  a  good  heart ! 
The  doctor  will  soon  set  us  all  to  rights 
again  ;  so  have  cpurage."  The  docior^ 
my  dear  Sir,  was  not  so  sanguine ;  but 
recommending  silence  and  repose  took  his 
Icave  :  George  assuring  me,  that  he  would 
watch  his  fathei*s  eyes^  and  those  would 
teil  him  wbat  he  wantcd.  In  the  evening 
I  was  with  him  again.  All  was  in  order, 
and  a  silence,  like  death,  prevailed  in  the 
room.  George  was  reading  a  French  Te- 
lemachus;  the  patient  was  dosing ;  and 
the  negro  woman  was  dismissed  for  some 
hours  of  needful  rest,  The  next  day  I 
had  hopes,  that  my  patient  had  a  chance ; 
but  the  foUowing  morning  I  found,  to  my 
Surprise,  only  the  hurse  with  him.  On  en- 
quiry,  I  learned  from  her,  that  his  fether 
had  sent  him  with  a  letter  to  the  Creek 
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plantation.     '*Why  did  you  not  find  a 
porter  ?"    asked  I.     "  Because   hc   said/* 
answered    she,    in   a  low   whisper,    *^  he 
could  not  die  contented,  unless  he  knew 
.  that  it  ^as  delivered  to  Mr.  Flamall." 
Though  by  no  means  pleased  with  this  ex- 
crtion  of  writing,  I  said  but  little  to  the 
sick  man,  contenting  myself  with  his  an«* 
swer.     '*  /  shall  write  no  more^'*     I  pro- 
longed  my  stay,  partly  to  supply  nurse*$ 
'  absence,  whom  I  sent  for  something  need- 
ful,  and  partly   to  gratify  my  curiosity. 
'The  sick  man's  person  was  calculated  to 
cxcite  it.     His  physiognomy  was  noble ; 
his  features  regulär ;  dark  blue  eyes,  which» 
though  sunk  and  dimmed   by  his  condi- 
tion,  were  expressive  of  manly  fortitude » 
his  hair  was  of  a  light  chestnut  colour,  but. 
in  places,  striped  with   the  signs  of  agc, 
for  it  was  even  changed  to  nearly  white ; 
he  was  extremely  fair;  and^he  palcness 
of  dcath  was  relieved,-  by  a  lingering  co- 
lour in  his  lips.     Observing  the  beauty  of 
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histeeth,  I  asked  him  his  agc.     He  re- 
plicd,  that  he  believed  he  was  turncd  of 
flfty.     He  was  neady  dreösed  in  a  blue 
and  white  cotton  waistcoat  and  trowsers; 
and  reclined  on  the  outside  of  the  matrass. 
A  statuary  would  not  have  wished  for  a 
more  perfect  model  of  the  human  form  l 
He  was  in  height,  l  shoüld  think,  within 
'six   feet,     I  observed'  tö   him,   that  his 
ehest  was  not  made  to  oppress  his  lungs; 
and  that  I   flattered  myself,  the  malady 
wbich  had  so  suddenly  overtakcn  him, 
might  have  for  its  course,  a  less  dange- 
rous  source.     He  smikd,  arid  said,  he  Kad 
never  had  any  tendency  to  consumptive 
Symptoms ;  nor  did   he  ever  attribute  his 
want  of  health  to  a  weak  Constitution.     At 
this  instant  George  entered,  covercd  with 
dust,   and  exhausted  by  hcat  and  fatigue. 
Hc  approached  the  bcd,    and  said,   *^  I 
have  Seen  Mr.  Flamall,  and  given  your 
letter    into   his   own     band."       *^  It  is 
well  :'•     replicd    my    patient^    with    an 
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lemotion  that  alarmed  me ;  for  I  was  stiU 
feellng   the  pulse^  and   those  would  have 
betraycd  it,  without  the  suffusion  which 
pas$ed  his  cheek.  I  turncd  towards  Georgia 
and  .«tfter  lecturing  l^im  with  kindness,  fqr 
hh  in^jrudent  speed,    I  insisted  on  his 
kayi^g  the  room^    and  lajring  down  for 
^oaie  hour3«      A  sign,    from  bis .  father 
whiph  ht  iinderstood^  made  hxm  docile^ 
4tad  hc  retired.    Soon  after  I  Itft  the  sick 
room^  cautioning  the  nurse,  neither  to  ad*- 
mit  Mr.  Flamall  nor  any  message  from  him 
or  others  to  reach  her  Charge ;  and  taking 
•some    sherbet    in    my  hand,    I    sought 
Georgc's  little  room.     He  had  obeyjcd  me, 
•and  had  taken  o£F  his  clothes.     I  told  him 
ihc  consequences  which  wonid  result  from 
,any   exertion  or   surprise  to  his  father^ 
warning  him  lo  be  on   the  watch.     He 
.Said,  he  did  not  bclierc  his  father  expcctcd 
^ither  a  visit,  or  an  answer  from  the.  gen* 
deman  in  qucstion.     He  had  told  him  not 
to  tvait  for  any  ordets ;  and  had  appeared 
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onlyanxioas,  that  his  owti  letter  should 
reach  him  safcly.  •  ^  • 

1  proceeded  to  the  coffee-house,  where^ 
as  I  expected,  I  met  Captain  Nelson.  I 
gave  him  this  detail ;  and  he  thought  no 
moreofit,  I  belicve,  for  he  was  Surround- 
ed  by  busy  f  aces ;  and  he  told  me^  that  he 
sbould  be  with  Charles  soon,  and  would 
meet  me  at  Mr.  Gilpin's  before  sunset. 

I  dined  with  my  friend  ^  and  we  were 
quietly  convcrsing,  when  Captain  Nelson 
bursting  into  the  room,  said  with  ^gony, 
/*  it  is  all  over  with  him !  nothing  can  rtow 
save  him  !"  I  waited  not  for  more  intelli» 
gence,  but  seizing  My  hat,  hastily  made 
my  way  to  the  sick  man,  Nelson  fbllow- 
ing  me.  It  was,  indeed,  ^^  all  over  witlf 
hini ;'"  all  our  care  and  attention  avaiied 
nothing  !  For  in  a  few  bours  he  died. 
Poor  Nelson,  during  this  scene  of  painful 
suspense,  lamented,  in  terms  of  the  bit- 
tercst  grief,  that  he  had  caused  the  re- 
hpse.    He  said,  that  he  h^d  found  him 
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qiiiet  and  appareatly   casy.      The  nurse 
Said  George   was  sound  asleep,  and  men- 
tioned  your  Orders,"  added   the  •  captain. 
'^  I  asked  Charles  what  were  his  connex- 
ions  with  Mr.  Flamall ;"  he  calaily  replied, 
that  he   had  known   him   in  his  youth. 
"And  was  that  all  ?'*  asked  I ;  '^  come, 
be  open  with  me,  you  have  had  George  in 
your   head,  I  dare  say,  and  fancying  to 
make  a  friend  for  the  poor  lad  ;  but  giv^ 
yourself  no  concern  about  him.     Let  the 
worst  come  to  the  worst,  he  will  never  want 
a  father  wbilst  I  have  a  guinea ;  so  try  and 
be  a  man  again,  and  the   brother  of  one 
who  loves  you  as  a  brother.'*     He  grasped 
my  band  with  convulsive  strenglh.  *^  My 
#od  !"  Said  he  aloud,  ^^  I  thank  thee,  and 
die   satisfied  that  thou   art   a  God,  mer- 
ciful  and  gracious  r*     *^The   blood  again 
gushed   from   his  mouth  ;  and    I  flew  to 
Gilpin's." 

I  will  pass  over  the  sorrow  of  his  poor 
George^  jn  order  to  hasten  to  the  next  still 
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more  serious  and  shocking  cvent.  JWr.  äjm 
cJairy  the  brother  of  my  patient,  Mrs.  Flin^  ^ 
brought  me  a  summons  to  *^  Upland,"  ther 
xesidence   of  the  family,  preparcd  ta  ex«  : 
pect  hourly  the  lady*s.waat  of  my  assist-^^ 
tance.  I  accompanied   her  brother  home:^* 
but  föund  Mrs.  Fliiit,  though  in  her  owa 
apartment,  with  her  femalc  friends,  per^: 
fectly  contented  with  my  beirig  within  the 
^  house.     The  intcrval  was  devotcd  to  myi 
friend  Philipps  amutement,  whose  amdety 
fbr  the  safety  of  his  wife  was  apparenc 
We  were  rallying   him  or>  this  subject ; 
and  drinking  to  the  health  of  his  expected 
blessing,  when    Mr.  Sinclair   was  called 
from  the  table.     I  will  pass  over  the  detail* 
Juba,  an  old  and  freed  slave  of  the  laA 
Mr.  Cowley's,  but  who  has  from  his  mas- 
ter's  death  remained  in  his  post  of  super^ 
Intendant  at  the   Creek  house,    was  thp 
bearer  of  the    intelligence  which  foUows  \ 
and  which  you  will  conceive  produced  the 
jnost   dreadful   sensations -of  horror  and' 
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surprise.  ^^Mr.  Flamall  was  dead,  and 
byJiis  own  hand!"  Sinclair  and  myself 
lost  no  time,  in  returning  with  Juba^ 
leaving  Mr.  Flint  to  the  carc  of  Mr. 
liadsey^  and  Mr.  Montrose^  his  friends^ 
and  inmates. 

On  the  road  Juba  gave  us  the  foUowing 
particulars.  On  the  preceding  morning^ 
heit  was^  who  saw  George,  who  enquired 
of  him  for  Mr.  Flamall,  saying,  he  had 
Ä  letter  to  deliver  to  him,  which  he  was 
ordered  to  giye  to  no  othcr  person,  ^^  I 
askcd  the  lad  from  whom  he  had  received 
bis  commission,"  continued  the  faithfui 
Juba,  and  he  replied,  from  Captain  Nel-^ 
son*s  Steward .  Knowing  that  we  had-  many 
bÄes  in  his  ship,  I  immediately  conclud- 
ed,  that  the  letter  referred  to  business, 
ifelative  to  these  goods ;  and  I  was  on  the 
point  of  telling  the  young  man,  that  I 
would  be  answerable  for  the  safety  of  the 
•letter  ;  but  at  that  moment,  Mr.  Flamall 
appearcd,  and  took  it  himself.    I  shall  be 


220  LADY  MACLAIRN, 

at  Kingston  today,  said  he,  holdingthc 
letter  carelessly  in  his,  band,  and  ,sjuU 
speak  to  your  captain. .'  The  lad  bowed, 
and  was  retreating ;  when  Mr.  Flamall 
asked  him  to  rest,  and  take  somerefresb- 
ment.  He  declined  the  ofFer,  replying 
that  bis  fatbcrwould  want  bim.  I  entered 
the  bouse  ;  and  he  departcd.  Mn  Flamall 
was  not  long,  I  believe,  before  he  went.to 
bis  apartment.  He  saw  no  one  for  some 
hours;  atlength  he  rang  bis  bell,  andor- 
dered  bis  horse  to  be  prepared.  We  have 
lately  observed  him  as  a  man  struggling 
with  something  wrong  in  bis  mind,  Hc 
has  been  very  odd  at  times ;  and  bis  groom 
Said,  he  was  in  one  o(  bis  silent  fits  ;  aod 
chose  to  go  by  himself.  He  did  not  rc- 
turn  home,  tili  a  late  hour  in  the  evening. 
The  horse  appeared  heated  and  fatigued. 
He  went  to  bis  bed  room,  saying,  that  he 
wanted  nothing  then,  and  should  ring  in 
the  morning,  when  he  did.  Hour  suc- 
ceeded  hour.    We  heard   him  pacing  in 
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the  library  ;  and  we  began  to  fear  that  all 
was  not  right  with  him.     His  servantnvaj; 
cüHous,    as  well  as  uneasy ;  he   stopped 
rtie  bÄ  the  staircase,  to  teil   me,  that  he 
hid   peeped  tlirough  the   key  hole,  that 
his  master  was  in  his  wrapping  gown  and 
fi^ight  cap,  and  was  writing,  and  with  a 
cöuntenance    that  made    him    tremble  : 
anbther  servant  was  going  to  make  his  ob- 
ierVations  by  the  same  means/'  continned 
poor  Juba,  ^*  when  the  report  of  a  pVstoi 
diecked  him,    and  appalied  us  all.     We 
butst  into  the  roora,  It  was  too  late  !   yoa 
will  See  such  a  corpse  !  I  lost  not,  however, 
iny  presence  of  mind  ;  one   look  at  the 
^attered  manglcd  head  of  the  poor  wretch 
was  cnough  for  me  !    But  whilst   others- 
were  gazifig  on  the  scene  of  horror,  I  se- 
cured    the  written  papers   oa  hf^  desk  ; 
which  X  will  now  give  you." 
:    Juba  drew  the  rumpled  shöets  of  papcr 
from   his    bosom,  and   presented  them  to 
Mr.  Sinclair,     It  is   needless  for   me  to 
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add,  that  the  horrid  explosion,  had  donc 
its  work.     The  aim  was  sure  ! 

Hcrewith,  you  have  tlie  copies  of  the 
two  letters  above  mentioned.  Mr.  Sin- 
clair recommends  caution  to  you  in  respect 
to  tlieir  niysterous  Contents. 

I  shall  have  perhaps  time  to  add  somc- 
thing  more  to  this  letter^  but  lest  I  be 
mistaken,  receive,  Sir,  the  unfeigned  re- 
gard,  and  sympathy  of  your  very  humble 
servantj 

Tkomas  Paobt, 


LETTER  LXVI. 
(Enchsed  in  Mr.  Paget^s.) 

To  Mr.  Flamall. 

.  SHOUDEST  thou  start,  Flamäll,  al 
the  sight  of  these  well  known  characters, 
for  my  band,  likc  my  heart,  has  but  am 
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for  my  purposes,  Should  thy  knees  trem-  . 
hlky  and  the  blood  recede  in  terror  from 
thy  check,  bless  Hcaven  !  Hail  these  indi- 
ctftions  of  its  mercy  !  Thou  hast  not  yet 
CMitlived  humanity,  thou  art  not  yet  aban« 
doned  to  everlasting  destruction.  Beit  so  l 
Oh  God,  infinite  in  goodness',  almighty 
in  power  ! 

Were  l  certain.  Flamall,  that  with  the 
form  of  man  th^re  were  yet  pne  single 
fpark  left  unextinguished  of  ihe  spiril  cf 
a  man,  I  would  invite  thee  to  my  dying 
couch,  for  it  is  near  thee.  I  woüld  bid 
thee  compare  it  with  thy  nightly  bed  of 
prosperous  villany.  And  here  settle  those 
Äccounts  of  the  guardianship  and  gains^ 
Though  for  year^  in  bondage,  Ihavebeen 
free  from  guilt.  No  parcnt  will  demand 
from  me  a  riiined  oppressed  son  ;  no  con- 
federatc  in  vice  and  cruelty  and  treachery 
will  point  to  nie  as  the  belrayer  of  his  soul ! 
But  thou  wilt  recai  to  memory  the  issue. 
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of  thy  crimes ;  and  tbe  names  of  fhy  agents 
in  mischief. 

I  d!e  in  peace.  My  wife  knows  my  in- 
nocence  and  my  wrongs.  If  it  be  needful 
for  thy  repentancc,  apply  to  her  ;  and  with 
thetale  ofthjj^rotherly  care,  of  an  inno* 
Cent,  and  virtuous  orphan-sister,  tboU 
xnayest  havc  the  relation  of  the  woes  thou 
hast  inflicted  on  thy  ward  Charles. 

Detain  not  the  messenger :  I  wait  his 
retum  to  breathe  my  last  sigh  on  his 
faithful  bosom.  Thou  hast  been  defeatedi 
FTamall  !  The  tear  of  affection  will  fall  on 
my  remains  |  and  I  shall  be  remembered 
asone  who  has  not  lived  to  be  the  feil  de« 
stroyer  of  my  fellow-man,  nor  as  one 
abandoned  hy  his  Maker. 
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LETTER  LXVIL 

Fröm  Mr,     Flamall  to  Mr.     Philip 

Flinf. 

(Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pagefs.) 

HORROR !  unutterable  horror  !  an- 
guish,  despair  !  Twist  not  thus  my  brain  ! 
he  is  dead  !  and  died  with  his  hopes  !  ex- 
pecting  to  be  welcomed  in  a  ncw  exist- 
cnce,  by  ass^mbled  angeli,  haiied  by  spirits 
like  his  own,  and  received  by  a  God  of 
mercy  who  will  recompense  his  long  suffer- 
ings  and  faith. — Dclusions  all  !  The  tales 
of  the  nursery  made  üp  for  children  !  I 
reject  thetn.  When  these  atoms  which 
compos^e  this  palpitating  frame  are  disu- 
nited  I  shall  bc  at  peace  :  for  I  shall  be 
mthing.     But    wherefore    do  I    pause  ? 
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What  is  to  me  the  world  to  which  I  now 
cleave  ?  Why  does  my  heart  turn  to 
thee,  Fhilip  ?  I  know  thou  also  abhorrest 
me,  yet  I  would  not  have  thee  cufse  mc, 
for  of  all  men,  I  have  a  claim  tathy  pity. 
I  love  thee  still.  I  would  bless-theeji  but 
I  dare  not.  For  if  there  be  a  God,  whose 
awful  Indignation  takes  cognizance  of  sin ; 
my  blessing  would  be  converted  into  a  ma- 
lediction  onthy  head.  Blot  me  from  thy 
memory ;  acknowledge  not  the  name-  of 
Flamall,  nor  permit  thy  childrcn  to  know, 
that  I  was  once  thy  guide,    thy  friend 

— —  Nay Distraction  !     Why  do  I 

Jhcsitate  — ~ 

Mr.  Paget  in  conti^ruation. 

It  is  needless  ta  make  any  comments  oh 
the  foregoing  leiters.  It  js  but  too  appa- 
rent,  that  Flamall  was  the  aggressior  ;  be- 
yond  this  all  is  conjecture.  We  have,  oä 
cur  part,  acted  with  caution..  Captain- 
Nelson  h?^  been^quQStioned  clqsely,  as^^q. 
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II;  fti&^knowledge  of  the  persoiv,  supposeÜ  tö» 
j.  have  been  the  cause  of  the  dreadfui  cnd  of 
j^r^r.  FlamalL    He^  repeated,  oitoath,  his- 
liTidence  in  favourof  this  unkxiown,  and 
^bered  to*  the  accotint  he  had'  before  ^  gi- 
j|^^3*<ctt'  me  of  his  acquaintance  with  hrm; 
L«ädlng,  that  he  had  not  a  doubt  of  his 
|,  teaving  beeri  an  injured  man.     His  sorfowi 
jfiör  bis-  loss-,  was   not  concealed  5  för  he 
li^-en  shcd  tears^  and  with  an  oatli  afEraiedi, 
trljftat  not  only  himself  but  eyery  man  in  hm. 
.;  »hip  had  lost  a  brother.     Poor  George  wai ; 
;tMith  him^  and  looked  the  picture  of  de^ 
[  dpatr:  he  was  examined  also :  he  had  ne- 
; '  ver  heard  his  fathef  and  protector  name 
Mr.  Flamall  until   the  morning  he  gave 
.    him  the  letter.     Not  a  single  paper  wa& 
•f;/ötind  in  His  ehest,  except  a  nöte,  in  which. 
t  Ke  gives,  with  his  blessing-,  his  little  pro- 
perty  of  clotlies,  lirien,  anda  few  books 
.,,  to  this  boy.     Thiis,  ha^every  enquiry  ter* 
:  ifeinated.     I  cannot  help  believing,  that 
■  :  y^-  will  be   gratified  by  kiiowingj    that 
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Captain  Nelson  means  to  protect  the  lad  in 
question. 

Mr.  Plamall  has  been  careful  to  leave 
HO  traces  behind  him^  th^t  may  help  to 
elucidate  this  mystery,  or  throw  a  light 
an  any  other  of  bis  private  concerns« 
>]ot  a  paper^  nor  a  leitet  escaped  bis  vigi« 
lant  cautions.  Juba  teils  us^  tbat  from 
the  time  bis  nepbew's  marriage  was  an- 
nounced^  be  bas  suspected  bis  mind  to 
bave  been  deranged  at  times^  and  tbat  be 
was  continually  reading  and  burning  let- 
ters and  papers  wben  in  bi$  room.  One 
sttiking  proof  of  bis  former  connexion 
witb  tbe  unfortunate  stranger,  Charles,  is 
much  talked  of.  He  called  at  tbe  bouse 
^bere  be  lodged  and  died;  and  to  the 
enquiries  be  made  concerning  tbe  sick 
man,  one  of  the  servants  answered,  tbat 
he  was  dead.  He  said,  he  wisbed  to  see 
bim,  baving  known  bim  in  biis  youtb. 
Tbe  negro  woman  attended  bim  to  the 
deceased  man's  room»    He  looked  atten- 
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tively  at  tbe  corpse ;  appeared  agitated^ 
.  and  sighing  said,  *^  his  troubles  are  over/' 
Büt  such  was  the  Impression  the  object 
before  liim  had  produced,  that  he  left  th& 
hause^  and  forgot  his  horse^  which  he  had 
^  tied  to  the  door  he  had  passed.  A/waiter 
perceiving  it,  foUowed  him  with  the  ani- 
mal ;  he  mounting,  and  without  speaking^ 
put  him  on  his  füll  speed. 

THOMi.9  FAGSTi  - 


«BB  -justt  UAMuamat^ 
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J^w»  Chpt.  Sthchir  ta:Cäpt.  Fläif. 

Mt  Dbak  Sia,.  JkfMiJM. 

QUR  worthy  and  zealbus  friend  Mr.. 
Paget  having  spared   me  the  painfiil  de- 
tail of  events,  whieh,  of  lätc,  have  ren- 
dered  this  abode  of  peace  one  of  sorrow 
and  consternation,  I  will  einploy  my  pen 
on  subjccts  of  better  and  renewed  hopes. 
In  the  first  place,  Lady  Maclairn  will  be 
soothed  by  hearing,  that  Philip  is  the  fa- 
lber of  a  fine  healthy  boy  ;.  arid  that  the 
mother  is   doing   well,    and  already  the 
xiurse.     She  has  been  cautiously  told  of 
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^u  Fl^q^all's  deatk;  aiid  thusr  thc  aw 
psnse.  and,  alarxn.  avoided>.  that  would  haiRe 
beeq  occasionpdr  hyi  bep  seeing.  her  hus«- 
band's  dejcclion,  which  was  but  tOQ  ajr 
parent,  in  spite  of  hia  endearoucs«  We 
must  give?hiax:  c^it  for  more  seMibüitjj 
on  this  melancholy  occasion^  than-  we  feel 
oui^elves.  To  say  the  trutb>  the  termina- 
tion  of  a,  life  passjsd.wkhout  koziom:  or  sa«^ 
tisfaction,  is,  vx  my,  opmion,  little  ejati-^. 
tkd  to  the.tear,  of-afFcption  ;.,.aUJlo^gh  th^ 
means^  whieb,  FJarmll  employed  •  for  tbie 
purpose,  are.appalEng  to  nature  and^to^ 
thc  Christkn.  It  i^a  happy. circumstancft  . 
fbr  my  brother,  thathe.has  uniformly  eonr 
ducted  hinweif  in  rcspecttohi^uncle,  so 
as  to  have  securcd  his.own  seif  acquitt^U 
Thisj,  with  the  prospectof  happiness,  bc- 
fore  his  eyes,  will,  in  tixne,  restore  hinu 
We  shall,  howeyer,  wait  with  anxietyjor 
newafFom  Fatefield*  Had  not  his  wifeV 
critical  Situation  cheeked!  his  solicitude  for, 
his>  mother,  libeüeye  we  could  not  have. 
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prcvcntcd  las  undertaking  the  voyagc  to 
England^  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
her,  in  the  trial  which  aearly  overset 
himself. 

I  beg  you  to  be  particiüar  in  yonr  ac- 
connt  of  Lady  Maclairn*s  health^  a3  alsa 
Miss  Flint's. 

Let  Miss  Cowley^be  assured,  that  her 
concerns  will  sufFer  nothing  from  the  loss 
of  her  ageni.  Wc  have  bcen  fbrtunate  in 
having  with  us  a  Mr.  Montrose ;  this  gcn- 
tleman  is  f he  carly  f riend  of  Philip  and 
Margaret ;  and  is  brother  to  Mn.  Lind» 
sey,  my  sistei  s  first  nurse,  and  constant 
companion  at  present. 

Montrose  makes  a  better  consoler  than 
myscif.  I  therefore  yield  up  to  him  this 
Office ;  as  being  bis  by  profession  ;  and 
no  man  can  better  know,  and  perform  his 
duty.  I  have  not,  howerer,  been  idle. 
The  attested  papers  you  will  reccive  with* 
this,  will  inform  you  that  all  has  been  done 
that  could  be  done.    Flamairs  latc  gloom 


THE  ViCTfM  OP  VILLANY.         233 

and  thc  evidence  of  the  servants,  induced 
the  coroner's  inquest  to  give  in  a  verdict  of 
Iiinacy.  We  have  discovered  no  letters 
nor  papers  of  consequencc,  to  his  private 
concerns;  and  onc  letter  excepted,  of  a 
recentdate,  from  his  banker,  which  m<rt- 
tions  his  having  received  the  half  year'^ 
interest  of  five  thousand  pounds  Bank 
stock :  this  of  course  devolves  to  his  sister. 
I  cannot  cönclude  this  letter,  without  teil- 
ing  you,  that  I  believe,  from  the  order  in 
which  all  FlamalFs  accöunts  werc,  that  he 
has,  for  öometime,  been  meditating  how 
to  escape  from  a  world.  in  which  he  knew 
he  was  regarded  with  contempt.  You 
may  think  nie  too  harsh  ;  be  it  so.  Büt 
believe  me  sincere  and  honest,  and 

Your's  to  command, 

Francis  Sinclair. 
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LETTER  LXIX^ 

From  Dr.  Douglas^  to  Mr.  Hardcasth^ 

Fattfitid,  Dre.  30; 

•  I  conjiire  yon,  my  dear  Sir,  to  rely  od 
mj  assurances.  Miss  Cowley  is  entirely 
out  of  dangcr.  We  have  a  decided  in- 
tcrmissioB^  aod  are  hourly  gaining  on  the 
cnemy.  .  But  I  will  not  disguise  my  fears, 
-fer  the  coDsequcnces  wbich  will  probably 
reault  firom  you  and  Miss  Hardcastle*s  vistt 
here  at  this  time.  The  truth  is,  that  as  tctr 
TOT  and  exertions  beyond  Miss  Cowley's 
strength,  produced  the  fever,  it  is  my 
opinion^  that  joy,  and  a  new  demand  on 
her  feelings,  will  produce  a  return  of  it, 
Calmncss  and  repose  are  nccessary  to  givc 
cfficacy  to  the  medicines  which  have  hi- 
tUecto  been  useful,  and  I  entreat  of  you^, 
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to  postpone  your  journey,  tili  my  patient 
is  niore  able  to  welcome  you. 

Tosay  what  this  young  creaturc's  forti- 

tüde  has  bcen,  is  beyoad  my  abilities !    1 

.  only  know,  that  I  shall  in  future  bhish^, 

when  I  hear  strength  of  mind  called  zmas- 

cuJine  endowmmt. 

You  will  easily  imaginc,  how  Utile  pre* 

pared  she  was,  after  the  attentioa  and  exi- 

*  ertions  she  had  shown  to  Lady  Maclairx^ 

'-  ts>  sustain  the  sudden  terror,  which  Mss 

^^^  Fliitt's  deadi  produced.    Eyery  precsor 

4:  tion  had  been  nised  to  prevent  the  iotdli«» 

\  gCDce  of  Mr.  FlamalFs  dcath,  fram  rcacbv 

"  ing  the  dying  wöman.     &he  was  so  weak, 

as  to  bear  witb  apatby  her  sister  s  ahsence 

-:  from  the  room ;  indeed,  she  noticed  lit* 

'  tle  those  wbo  wcre  about  her,  bcing  for 

the  most  part  in  a  lethargic  Stupor,  and 

gradüally  sinking.     In  the  neighhourhood 

it  was,  however,  no  secret  that  Mr.  Flam* 

all    had   died  suddenJy.      Warner,'  Miss 

Flint's  woman^  had  in  the  morning  left 
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her  post  to  a  Chamber  maid,  m  order  to 
get  some  repcse.  This  girl's  mother  had 
been  frequently  employed  in  the  sick 
room,  and  she,  on  calling  to  see  her 
daughter,  was  directed  where  to  find  her. 
Miss  Flint  was  heavily  dosing,  and  the 
Women,  though  wiih  precaution,  as  they 
say^  talked  of  poor  Lady  Maclairn's  111- 

.  fiess,  and  the  melancholy  news  from  Ja- 
jnaica.  The  visitor  had  heard  the  report, 
which.  has  circulated  here,  and  which  a' 
London  newspaper  has  communicated  to 
the  public.  Namely,  that,  "  Mr.  Flam^ 
all  was  assassinated  by  a  negro,  whom  he 
had  too  severely  treated."  I  suspect  the 
precaution  of  whispering  this  tale  was 
forgotten,   in   the  eagerness  of  curiosity 

,  andtheloveofthemarvellous.  Suddenly, 
they  were  alarmed  by  a  faint  scream  from 
the  sick  woman,  wbo,  with  convulsiva 
groans  and  agitations,  said,  ^^  dead  !  mur- 
dered  !  lost !  for  ever  lost !  Flamall !" 
ßcreams  followed  this  apostrophe^  and  th^ 
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terrified  girl  ran  to  Miss  Cowlcy's  room. 
SJlie  was  unfortunatcly  slceping  ort  tlie  sq- 
pha^  after  having  passed  the  greater  part 
of  the  night  by  Lady  Maclairn's  bed  side. 
6he  rose  with  >£rmness^  to  perform  the 
duty  to  which  she  was  summoned  $  not 
pernjitting  Mrs.  Allen  to  be  informed  of 
what  was  passing ;  because  she  was  with 
Lady  Maclairn.  I  found  her  calm  and 
coUected ;  sitting  by  the  dying  Miss 
Flint,  whose  senses  were  lost  before  she 
ceased  to  breathe.  Let  me  finish  this  mc;- 
lancholy  detail,  by  saying,  that  I  did  not 
quit  Miss  Cowley*s  bed  side  for  the  space 
of  six  and  thirty  hours.  Meaven  was  mer- 
ciful !  and  she  will  be  restored  to  health. 
But  we  must  have  no  beloved  friends  to 
greetat  present. 

I  quit  you  to  obey  the  summons  of  my 
precious  patient.  She  insists  upon  signing 
this  buUetin.  She  will  soon  be  well ;  for 
she  is  growing  saucy,  and  this  morning, 
at  four  o'clock,  when  I  carried  her  the 
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prescribed  potioD^  dbe  told  me  ^^that  in 
my  night  cap  and  gawn^  I  was  the  very 
ifBage  of  Blue  Beard ;  and  stiH  more  sa- 
xage  than  he ;  for,  that  bis  scytnitar  was 
nöthiqg  ia  coospjanson  witb  Hiy  glass  ot 
poisoD."  Judge  wkh  what  cöntentment 
üf  mind  I  now  sign  the  name  of  your 
sincere 

AiieHfBALD  DOUGLASS. 

r  P.  S.  Indeed^  my  dear  Lucy,  I  am  getting 
well.  Tbey  teil  me,  the  wind  is  stili 
against  the  Lisbon  packet's  sailing.  How 
fortunate  I  am  !  There  !  the  wbole  junto 
are  rising  !  and  tbe  inkstand  has  va^iished. 
Your's !  your  own  R.  Cowley  is,  indeed,. 
only  too  weak  to  mutiny  against  this  au*, 
t^ority. 


THE  VICTtM  Of  YILLAITY.        29^ 


From  Miss  Cöivle^  to  Miss  HardcastUl 

IT  IS  with  gratitnde  to  Heaven,  that  I 
find  my  dear  friends  at  Heathcot,  are  rc- 
lieved  from  their  too  tendcr  anxieties  and 
apprehensions  oh  my  account^  yet  whcrc- 
fore  do  I  say  "  too  tender,^  I  recall  the 
*  words^  'my  Lucy,  which  my  heart  docs 
not  sanction,  and  I  will  not  assume  a  vir- 
tue  I  have  not ;  I  give  you  joy,  that  death 
has  spared  to  you  your  Rachel  Cowley.  I 
rejoice  in  your  lovc  ;  and  I  participatc  in 
your  present  feelings.  Your  goodness  to 
Horace  has  contributed  towards  my  resto- 
ration.  I  should  have  died,  had  you  men- 
tioned  your  terrors  to  him. 

I  have  writtcn  to  him  the  State  of  afFairs 
Jiere.    He  will  be  satisfied,  that  the  receiit 
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cventjs,  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  oc- 
casioned  the  brevity  of  liiy  lettcr. 

Mrs.  Heartley  sends  her  love  to  you 
with  the  enclpsed:  she  insists,  that  you 
will  bd  better  pleascd  with  itj  than  with 
iny  lahours.  Thcy  have,  amonget  them, 
annihilated  tlie  seif  will  of  your  . 

Rachel  Cowlet. 
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LETTER  LXXr. 


Trom  Mr.  Serge  to  Mrs.  Heartley. 

[Enchsed  in  the  freceding,) 

Madam,  Putncy. 

I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  you  have 
heard  Mr.  Maclairn  mention  his  friend 
J'eremiah  Serge;  and  that  you  arc  con- 


TiiHj^ed,  I  meaQ,  tpl^^^ve  iBj  iitlev  t 
shall,  therefore^  eiiter  Jnto  the  businels 
bcfgre  w  a,t  once^,  Härewith  you  will  re- 
ceiv4  tbe  dced«;,  wliicb  securei  >to  your 
daigfet^r  aad  \}^  children  tlic  cstatc  callcd 
th^  ,Wenland  Farm»  now  occiipied  by 
Malcolin  Maclaira;  the.day  shc  becömes 
thu  geptleraan's  wifei  he  is  her  tenant 
and,  hi§  children*s  Stewards-  ;  Gouascllaf 

•  •  • 

Steadman  has  managed  this  affair  fbr  mc, 
to  my  exvtire  satisfaction^  and  Itrüstit  wiH 
not  be  less  so  to  my  young  fricndai 

I  hare^  for  the  first  timc,  duriüg  manjr 
long  weeksj  feit  that  thc  Almighty  has 
yet  the  means  in  hisliands  with^hichto 
iieal  my  wounds.  I  n^ver,  Mrs;  Heart- 
ley,  hada  son ;  I  have  not,  likc  SiriMur* 
doch,,  fead  a  son  like  bis  Malcolm^  .to  fol^ 
low  me  in  my  feeble  stcps,  with  duty  and 
afFection;  nortry  to  pcrpetuate  my  riame^ 
and  bis  own  virtues  to  children  udbom  ; 
but  I  had  a  cbild,  wfao  was,  whibt  shc 
lived,  the  joy  and  the  propof  njy  life! 

VOL.  ly.  L 
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t 

But  you  know  what '  I  have  had  to  sufif^rt 
I  «m  forgetting  the  object  of  tbis  letter.  , 
Front  the  first  hour  I  knew  Mr.  Mal- 
colm Maclairn^  I  tobk  a  liking  to  htm  i 
this  goodwill  was^  in  part^  Ofwing  to.  th( 
favourable  character  I  had  o£  him  frocn  m; 
excellent  friend,  Counsellor  Sceadmaiu 
Soone  particulars  I  learned  from  this  geiir 
tleman^  kd  me  to  think  that  it  was  in  mj 
power  to  serve  this  worthy  young  nun» 
and  with  this  intention»  and  oiier  th^ughts 
in  my  mind,  I  p^ud  my  visit  to  Farefield 
Hall;  I  was  in  part  disappointed  in  my 
scheme ;  but  I  saw  the  young  man  was 
^r/A  and  more^  than  I  expected,  and  Igave 
hini'  niy  heart,  thongh  I  could  not  give 
hini  my  daughter's  ^hand.  I  thought  I 
had  expiained  myself  to  his  good^  fatber^ 
iaregard  to  my  vicws  in  assisting  the  son ; 
but  Lpcrceived,  that  SirMurdocb  had  a 
littlc  of  the  infirmity,  which  is  common 
tö  men  of  high  birth ;  so  I  consulted  tbc 
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«  CQun^Qfr,.  and  did  wh^tnlrfCQuld.fritJbi^ 
out  offending  thc  b«:pA*>:>f ±^h  «pf^t^^^ 

Believing  that  you  ^^  a  rerjr  judicious 
lady^  I  request  from  you  the  favour,  in 
dis^  "you  sh'ould  see  the  good  baronet*s 
scrqples,  to  say  what^  in  truth^  you  may 
aifirm^  that  you  perceive  nothing  in  my 
conduct,  that  oügtlt  isllher  to  offend,  or 
fiürprise  him. 

Some  men^  with  less  wealth  than  I  pos- 
sess,  keep  fine  houseSj,  fine  madams^  and 
fine  horses ;  buy  fine  pictüres,  and  plant 
fine  gardeps.  Kow,  Mrs.  H^eartlqyi  I  Iwft 
no  taste 'noi*  pleasure'in  these  thihgs';  sec- 
ingi  wa$.  not  brought  up  to  like,  or  un« 
derst^d  them  ;     but  this^Js^  ii(»-f9ason 

..  whyrmy  money  should  bc  use^ss,to  .pf, 
and.ijf  I  canpurchasc^  by.my.svpSriMwity, 
ihe  happipess  6f  having  such,  a  ftitpA^ 

Malcolm  MacUirn,.  I  ß^^}4  :\>^  ^J^^ 
not  to  have  done  wbat  I  haye  done^  So. 
heartily  wislüng.lhe  young  c^ouplc  happy, 


\ 
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-  «lid  reooffimendlng''tü  your  (kir-  dwghter  to 
inahyJierAenaiit'diitcdy,    i      •:  - 

g:.o;:.i  -     f  tfethäÖf;  >ourVrfccre,    -    ' 

.;      JEftfiMIAH  OER0& 

?.   ;  J .         ■■     '  ,    .     I  *     ..  II.....:       ii  .  t      ';. 

^  i  k :     . .  i      ,    ■- 1 1  •         '  •  •  '  i        ■•■■•■       •  1 1  •     '      '   ' 
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rt'-lt     .  »•  t  .  X.  .  .'.      '.  '    j  t  f.    'lt.       .  ir 

l>.v:  ,>::;. ...    :  HitTiSR' XXXli:    '.'''''■'   ■ 

«••«t'l  .k.M«  I  .'.1  .<f  •••  ■.«  >  •  i>.. 

'fiil?^patiencc  js  recömpensc(i.  .*'  I  may 
'*  ^riti  half  an  hour,  secing  that  scribbling 
•is"thfe''*aliment  söme  girls  live  tipon.'* 
^^rhlVis  oiy  Kind  döctör,  Lucy ;  and  if  you 
^  lild^  sib^n  1A6^  gratefiil  I  was  for  this  in- 
•'iäulgcnce,  "y?)u  wöuld  bc  of  Mts.  Öeart- 
•  4ey's  opirrioh,  whohas  pronounced  my  fe- 
ver good  for  something ;   for  that  it  has 
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may  tprtWHe,!  h^  twgbt .ipf  .:to. tmtyi>itv ) 

reftÄcr  n  blessvag^^  ta  titi^nii^Ji^  rpy^ctf;   , ,..  { 
Wcare  G*ße.mwe  i^i-iigbt.^f  tbe^af^:; 
bcKifcotf  peace;  itoti^efdiQf  tlfat  l>tß^ßi 
vilach  ^'  tbis  itrqridiiCöli  fl^i^r.jg^vq  .n^i 
take  away^''  but  of  th^it  9Pt^9i  9i^P^Pfi^ 
qu^Utj^  !v^Ich,  iii'nieffiy3isf4lflttfi^ito.iD5j^ 
in  Oüd^i^^  as  it  shouM  »W^Bf  ^,»V  .«f-i 
time  ta  re^t  our  itthifi  hs^)^iw^^9^^.^t}4yc. 
the  chwUto  i»hicl>  wc  feaye  bith^to  tr)»st^ . 
ed;  to  F€COV€f  l^  repose,  ^eijigth  and 
v'^iM  for  tJ^e  storms  aad  pcril^  vip  p^f* 
y«,havc  »q  enec^mer  iff.  Qi^r  pa»^^^  t^^ 
eternity  i .  and  to  l^ve  .t>/%|^|ßd  u^  traces  of ;; 
tliaj^  pr^v.idcntial  p^wer  vf^hich  iu^tb,  prlpt^d  . 

US  liCUp*. '  !  .; 

You  will  like  to  ha,v€  fbe  particulara  o;!^ 
Miss  FÜD^'s  vi^ill.     I]t  wiJpi  satisfy  you^  as  : 
it  Jia&dOAe  9xe|  that  a  dead^^bed  repent« 


246  '     LADT-  l^ACtAJfÜJl/ 

aAc6  is  mach  heiter  ihah  mme^  '  Sfae  speci- 
fif^f  tfaat,  in  cönsidcration  6f  her  brother 
Oliver's  ctonatkAi  '^  Miilip  Flint,  tt  ap- 
peärs  tb  be  än''in.ciinlUelit  4diuy  on  her  part, 
tö''praVk)e  for^^'  dStflsfl^^ß'her  Amily,  who 
have  }^tti\too  hngnhgketed^  and  ta  the 
lasK  ixiömen^  bf  beft>  mortal  life^  will  she 
bless'  Philip)  FU|)t^  for  having  seconded 
her^'iivttüs  act<>f  jufldcb,  by  hii|  ädvice 
and*<föncurteA€¥.  •'        ^o  ;.^. 

Tbe  Fri^efieid  estäte^  with  the.miovta'»^ 
bles,  bcaides  ^H  cönsiderable  sum  in  nuH 
xicyv  ^hiih  will  devolre  on  him  as  retidi»^ 
arjle^ätec,  are  left  to  CaptäinFlint  for 
his*^Ufe  ;  ik  his  dcfcteasc  they  gö  to  Philip 
Ftini-,  to  wfcom  sh6  has  only  bequeathe4 
fir«  thousähd  pouÄds  ^*  a»  a  token  of  ier 
love/*  To  her  niccc  Mary  the  sartie  sücn,  • 
payablcL  when  she  is  of  age,  and  üveiy/^f^ 
at  her  uncle's  decease.  To  Malcolm  Mac«- 
lairn  two  thbusanÖ  pounds,  "  as'  a  mark  of 
her  estccm  for  h?m,  and  gratitude  to  hia 
niptber,"     By  the  way,-  poör  Malcolm 


I 


THE  VICTIM-Or  VILLANT.         M7 

was  nearly  orerpowcred  by  this  mari^  for 
he  had  not  mourned  as  one  who  needcd 
comfqrt ;  and  I  suspect  that  bis  conscience  - 
^as  not  quite  prepared  forthe  legacy. 
'  To  thc  poor  of  the  parish  she  bas  Icft 
a  liberar  peace  offering :  to  her  servants 
she  faas  been  generous  and  just :  to  Warner, 
het-woman^  she  leaves  a  thousand  pounds. 
Flaoiairs  execrable  name  does  not  ap-= 
pear.in  any  paper  that  is  lefi ;  and  yt$  the 
tontents  of  the  cabinet  left  to  Lady  Mac-* 
laim's  inspection^  cleaily  prove  that  Miss 
Dint  had  long  been  engaged  by  thc 
thoQghts  of  deatb .  Not  a  frimi  has  been 
OFverlooked  but  Flamall«  and  it  is  evident 
to  me»  th^  she  ceäsed  to  regard  him  even 
in'  that  point  of  view^  from  the  time  he 
deHared  his  marriage*  I  suspect  she  was 
informed  of  his  baseness  in  that  business, 
AU  her  little  donations  were  marked  and 
ticketed  by  hqr  own  hand.  To  Sir  Mur- 
doch  she  leaves  a  rery  fine  seal ;  its  anti- 
quity  as,well  as  beauty,  make  it  valuablc. 

L  4 
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To  Mrs.  Allen  a  gold  snuff  boic,  cöntaiii^' 
ing  an  hundred  pound*  bank  nbte,  **  for 
moorning;**  for  MissCowley  a  diamond 
ring.    To  cach  of  Douglass's  boys  a  hiin- 
dred  guineas  förbooks^  andthree  hundfed 
pounds  in  notes,  for  thelr  wort^iy  fiither, 
A  small  box,   directed  ^<  to  my  wece/ 
Mary  Hovraid,  as  atokesrof  mf  tö6  Utt' 
jcpentance  and  ünfeigMd   love.**     Tbc 
captain,  who  wai  pre^ent  wben  her  bdy-f 
ship' performed  this  painAü  office^  was  80' 
much  afiected  by  the  digbt  of  tfah  box;* 
that  he  buist  into  tears,  and^  witb  extreme 
agitation,  tore  off  tbe  address^  and  put  it 
in  his  bosom.     Philip  FHnt  häd  not  btcn 
overlookeS  in  this  pardtion  of*  kindnc^ss. 
Her  picture  in  miniature^    takeü  at  thb 
time  he  was  born,  with  a  rieh  6tfing  of 
pearlsthat  had  been  her  mother^s,  ^re 
marked  for  him  and  his  wife.     We  haye 
since  examined  Mary*s  gift.     Some  fihe 
lace,  and  a  few  family  jewels  are  the  prin-' 
cipal  things«    When  you  have  cautiously' 


infixrmedf  h)ir>  ikat,  from/heQ«unt*^  JlWjdni 
she  ha»  restored   to  her  what  sbi4- ^«1^ U).^- 
judge  tobe  invalttabk^Mmdy,  her  fatherV 
and  moth^er'?  p^ctures^    so  lo^g  lost  !    so 
deeply  rejgretted  f  Büt  I  ^m  called  to  Or- 
der; and:  yoaiwiU  be  co3te4t^  with  this. 
foiif  diy*&  labour;  of  your  pooir  sbackled 
Rachel  CowLey  j.  wkabbound»  tboughm,- 
silkßh  fettecs.    Yo^  kpovp  that  the  Heart-r  - 
teys  am  berc.    i  giain  ßodiingby  t}iat|; 
foräiey  are^  a&  baä^  asL  any  q£  my  argus«^. 
cjtednnnes;  , :/ 

P.  S.  My  deaf  Mk»  Haircküstie^  ymd 
have  nowonly  to  fear  that  our  patient 
should  be  too  soon  well.  She  has  no  fe^ 
yer^  biit  that  whicb  arises  from  her  cxer- 
tioips^  She  eannot  vegetate^  to  use  her 
own  Word ;  and  she  thinks  her  body  is 
strong,^  because  her  mind  is  never  idle. 
It  is  in  vain  that  we  oppose  her.  She 
will  write;  and  thenj  who  can  wonder 
that   sho  does>  not  sleep  !:      Usc  your 

ii.  5 


uifittMcC)  aad  givc  u»  üme  to  lecruztker 
sliisligtb« 

^  Yöurs, 

'  A.  Heartlet. 

Mn.  AUen  in  in  good  spirits«  Stic  Iias 
left  me  notking  to  aay  in  r^aid  to  Doctor 
Douglass.  But,  I  rerily  bclicre,  bis  eare 
saved  tlie  fife  of  onr  predous  fricnd.  Sbc 
was^  imiecd,  fersom»  boors^.foiH  as  to 
leave  little  forhope.  I  kave  Alice  to  est* 
imss,  to  my  dear  Mary,  all  that  my  6iU 
ketrt  feds  o»  kcr  accoaot. 
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LETTER  L3CXIII. 

* 

From  Miss  Cotvley  to  Miss  Hardcastle^ 

fe  Januar^  29« 

AlTHOUGH  in  the  calcuktion  of 
months  and  wceks,  I  have  contrived  to  be- 
guile  the  lagging  hoiirs  which  are  still  be- 
twecn  me  and  my  promised  Miss,  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  find  an  expcdient  for 
the  day,  without  scribbling  to  you.  It 
secms  to  be  the  aliment  neccssary  for  my 
cxistencc  ;  and  notwithstanding  I  couldf 
match  an  hungry  school  boy,  in  my  ap- 
pctite  for  my  pudding^  I  could  sooncr 
consolc  myselffor  the  absence  of  my  dinv 
net,  thari  of  the  use  of  my  right  hand^  as^ 


the  agcttt  of  my  fondest,  sweetest  employ- 
mcnt.  I  have  written  a  volume  to  Ho- 
face  ;  and  he  will  know  as  much  of  the 
oqcurences  at  Farefield^  as  will  content 
Jhim,  He  will  knpw  that  I  am  in  health 
and  in  hope.  Say  not  a  word  of  my  hav- 
ing  been  so  ill.  The  old  bard  says,  "  mcn 
are  deceivers  evcr/'  A  womah  therefore, 
may  for  once  decehe,  when  m  that  deceit» 
she  spares  to  a  beloved  object  the  useless 
an^iety  arising  from  past  danger  and  past 
pains»     . 

Yesterday  pur  *^  busy-heads**  went  to 
Wcnland-place,  in  order  to  givc  their 
opinion  of  certain  alterations  and  improv* 
ments  projected  by  the  new  texuLnt  M|J<» 
colm.  I  was  ordered  to  stay  at  honoe  by 
my  despotical  doctor,  and  Lady  Mac*^ 
kirn  pfomis^d  to  take  gaoJ  care  of  me. 

Tii^y  departed  after  breakfust^  noeaa- 
ing  to  dine  at  Mr.  Wilson's^  and  left  itt 
to  a  danger,  a«  bad  as  «old  rooms»  ,1  soon 
ibund  it  tmppssible  to  erade  the  t<^c  I 
80  much  dreadcd  fctf  her ;  she  at  once 
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ledtodiesufajectliy  saying^  thstdie  faad* 
still  secrets  to  comnuimcate  to  her  anly 
comfbrter,  but  ttiat  she  feared  my  sensi- 
biKty:  I  desired  her  to  procecd.  ^'  Some 
time  before  my  sister^s  death^'  continued 
she,  ^'  I  received  this  sealed  parcel  fpom 
her  handg.  It  isi,  as  you  see,  addressed 
to  niysclf.  I  hesitated  when  sfie  oü^red 
it  tö  my  acc^pomce.  3he  obs^rred  ttiy  re« ' 
luctaftcc."  ♦^Makte  youttelf  perfecUy 
oasy/*  Said  Missflint^  '^it  cqniaihs  lio- 
diihg  but  papers  essentiully  netessary  for 
yoüirfucure  security.  I  caiitiot  die^  with- 
out  tetfing  you  that  they  $ive  necessary. 
Yoadd  not  know  your  brotlier,  Harriett 
so  well  a&I  do ;  andl  Miüst  teM  you,  what 
Steps  I  hav^  taken  to  sceiire  you  from  his 
future  tyrankal  power.  I  shäU  die^  how- 
tver,  without  bitterness  o(  spirit.  I"  once' 
lored  Flamall ;  I  donot  aecme  bim  here ; 
nor  ^iW  I  accuse  him  h^eafter ;  fcx  mj 
own  ei»?y^  aiy  own  hTq>lacable'8pinlf>  my' 
cum  stobborn  iand  bard  hciatt  pfepaared 
the  way  for  the  iofioence  of  bis  ioordkate 
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purpoMüy  ind  mort  delibtntB  nusducfii» 
As  a  fiidier,  he  Ins  been  cqnally  base  and 
cracL  Flnfip  fais  infbniied  mc  of  tbe  met* 
amcs  he  pmsued^  in  order  to  gradfy  his 
ambition  in  regaid  fo  bis  Mooi's  mairiage 
with  Miss  Ondey.  Ltt  it  suffice,  that 
they  were  such  as  did  not  sorprise  me.  I 
immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  FlamaM.  You 
fvfll  find  a  copy  of  my  letteramongstthose 
jHipers.  He  knows,  that  I  bare,  by  a 
füll  and  ample  confesskm  €£mj  ciim^s^  so 
implkated  them  widi  those  which  hehas 
cnnuaitted^  as  must  niia  him  in  this  wodd, 
if  discovered ;  and  as  inevitably  destroy 
his  hopes  of  a  bettci^  if  he  do  not  repent. 
Sbouldhe  ever  dase  to  disturb  ihe  com* 
fiaits  of  my  son,  by  a  declaration  of  his 
real  affinity  to  him ;.  should  he  ever  dace 
farther  toinvadc  od  your  peace  ;  he  know» 
what  mittt  be  the  consequenoe.  Actions^. 
whict^  wiU  be  recogoisable  in  a  coiut  of 
justice^,  will  detenmne  hisfate^  andcnish. 
with  ignominy  hi^'woiarby  apd  unoifeBdng 
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cbild« .  Obdümte  a<  he  is  in  ^n^  mture  is 
not  extiagtushed  ja  bis  bpsöm«    He  loves 
his  son^  and^  I  am  icertain,  woiild  sbcMKr : 
-die  himselfy  thai^j^e  bim  dtagiaced  inthe. 
wodd  :  timei  nmifK  soften:  to  bin^  fais  pre« ' 
jsent  disflppointment*  -  I  ha?e<  oiged  tö 
:Fbilip  every  possible  measure^  in  order  to 
efitct  a  reconciKation  betvreen  bim  and 
bis  Hnck  Flamall.    He  may,  if  he  be  wise^ 
live  on  good  term»  with  his  son^  and  if  he. : 
.  bc  not  lost  ta  consctence,  he  inay  find 
,  ^mplcyment,  fbr  bis  remaining  term.of 
gfiace/!    **  You  weep,  my  dear  Haniet/' 
continoed  my  poor  Lücke tia ;  I  cannot. 
How  many  bitter  tears  of  yours  will  sweli 
sny  account ;  for  I  was  bom  for  yoor  sor« 
lOw  t  and  the  ruin  of  tbe  innocent !  Gm 
you  give  comfott  to  tbe  broken  and  cön- 
trite  of  beart  ?   Can  you  say  you  forgive 
me  ?    "As  frcely,"    ans\;^ered  I  eagerly, 
^  as  I  bope  for  mercy  and  pardon.  I  have 
.  also  sinned,  I  have  ahoerred."  "  Yes,"  rö^  ' 
plied  she,  with  quickness ;  *^  but.the  anare 


25^  :lei^T  H^Ohtanni 

was  Uid  for  you ;  luid  jouttoljF  rttunbtiä 
Jbddlyifivitfid  the  dängi^r,  änd  nade  tt 
acqmifltuirc  wüth  guilta&d  perfid^;  see 
to  whit  puipoGie  }  tq  langpiwh  yäSlh  a  tnoi^ 
ther*s  yeänmijgs^  tobchotd  aad;  bless  that 
child^  who  woüld  shiink  fiom  mc  as  a 
monster^    did  ke  knowiAie  ;  to  dreadthe 
future>  and  to  mourn^  too  läte^  thc  wretcfa«^ 
ednets  anneml  to  a  lifk  of  guiit.  Fnmise 
me^*^  added  8he>  ^Möbe  aliU  my  Fkilip*s 
iriothen  =  dLet  me  die  in  the  hope,  tha^ 
you  will  ntvcr  foeego  the  title/'  f *  Nevfer," 
ah^mürcd  I,  sensible  oidy.  toher  conditioni,, 
^^  never^  whilst  it  det)endst)n  ine  to  pso- 
serve  it ;  he  i»  mine  in  ai^bon^^  and  no» 
thing  can  cancel  hia  rights  to  nory  loartJ*^ 
«'May  Hearen  rewaid   you,"  eidaimed . 
sheyin  an  agony.  ^'May  that'child'schtld-»^' 
Jen  Hess  aod  revere  you*r-^— My  poor  boy 
will  ;^ot.be'.süFprised  at  the.teh€rir  of  trf 
last  ivill/-   ccmtinued  t^he  *  thoughtfiiUy. 
**^  He  is  rieh ;  and  I  haVc  expfeinßä  my  io>-i 
tentions^   in  regard  to-'  mj  baröytl^«  iai  - 


i 
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Mary;  It  requited  very  fcw  ärgumcnts  ttf 
pmvQ,  thatthcy  hact  not  biecn  jüÄly  treat- 
ed.  But  let  me  not  tbink  of  thisir  wröhg» ! 
I  wrote  him  woi:d^  tbat  it  was  -essentially 
necessary.  to  rpy^^peace  tö  coiiläcier  thein. 
Hisrlast  letter  was  a  cordial  to  my  «inlüng 
soul ;  he  xirges  me  eren  to  otA\t  Ms  taamtf 
if(  k  intcrfered  with  my  kind'  purposes ;' 
äiat  lie.possessed:;;i9r^  tban  h^waülkdof 
ttet  gcpds  of  forti^m.  JadgCy  aüdiB  b^, 
whcn  I  teil  you  tkitt  my  brother  Has  fre-» 
qüently  realized  fourteeii  tbousaad  ^ukid» 
annadly  fifotn  hb  es^teft  :  Judge  whetber^* 
mydeäri  I  may  s^y  maternal  frfenid  and 
sistör,  needs  bequöath  mc  moto-thanher 
htessing  and  her  hve:"  "  I  wear  at  my 
beart  this  preeiöus  letter,"  added  she, 
iafcing  it  fronv  her  bosom ;  **  but  you 
mttst  take  it  with  tbe  papers,  fiis  picturc. 
rtay  yet  retnäini  i-meaa  it  ^hould  ittould- 
er  iftto  dust  with  me"--Shc  p!(ui«(k^^*  I' 
thiftk,**  pufw<ld  she,  Zß  though  collecting 
bkrscif,    ^^thatl  raay  hopeto  stand  acV 


quitted  befor^e  roy  Maker  for  the  last  ud 

only  compefisation  I   cao  make  to  somt^ 

whom  I  have  injurcd ;  perhapt j/nV/  ju^«/ 

tke  would  c^act  more  sacrifises.    Bulfl 

am  a  motkerj  Harriet ;  thc  guilty  motber^ 

of  an  innaccjat  vhM,*  now  a'vi'orthy  mem^ 

ber  of  s0ciety.     Something  is  8ur<!y  due 

to  bim  ;  and  thy  mcrcifui  MakerwiB  oot 

wcighrtbb  coDsideration  in  the  batance  of 

oScnded  justice.    Sucb  bas  been/iny  ttate 

of  mind  for  aome  time  past,  that  bad  it  not 

bcco  for  .Pbilip,  I  would  have  fearlessly 

Qitft  every  stigmitwith  wbich  this  VtroAd 

could  have  branded;me^  for  the  hopes  o1^ 

mecting  with  a  recoociled  God.    It  be- 

comes  not  me  tosay,  tbat  Itbink,  in  tbis 

instance  of  my  conduct^  I  have^cted  right»' 

£ut    conscience  bas  at    least  been  my 

guide ;  I  have  done  for  thc  best.     Will 

not  tbat  prudence^  wbich  will  protect  thc 

honour  of  your  family,  and  tbe  happiness 

of  mine,   sanction  your  sccresy  in  rcgard 

to  thc  birth  of  tby  poor •  l"  Sbc  could 
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not  goon,  Again  I  sobthed  lierto  com- 
posure,  I  solemnly  rcpcated  my  promise, 
roy  dear  Miss  Cowlcy,  thät  I  would  pre- 

-swve  our  secret  irom  evcry  danger  of  a 
disclosure.  ^^'This  engagefnent  now  dis- 
tf^ses  me/*  continued*  Lädy  Maclairn, 
f  =1  fear  I  have  bech  wrong  ; .  but  what 
c'eüld  I  do^  in  ä  moment  of  sueh  difficul- 
ty^  ?  r  was  uneqüal  to  the  tiial ;  I  could 
net  see  lier  die  misetable.*' — 
'  I  placed  before  Lady  Maclairn  the  won- ' 

'Cferfol  interfierehce  of  Providcnce^  which 
Ifiid  removed  the  guilly,  to'  secure  the 
lÄfiOcent.    I  urged  to  her^  the  purity  of 

Jicr  intentions,  and  the  humantty  which 
poihted  out  to  her  the  iine  of  conduct  she 
hßA  pursued,  and  had  engaged  to  puTStie. 
* j  Repose  oh  your  merciful  Maker,**  added 
r,  ^^  for  an  acquitttal^  where  you  iiiean  to 

*  da  for  the  best ;  patiently  wait  the  end^ 
«rhen  this  darkness  shall  be  removed  ;  and 
ydu  will,  I  trust,  find,  that  having  livcd 
to :  promote  the  happjness  of  otbers^  to 
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have  contributed ,  to  thccomfort  and  sc* 
curity  of  yotir  family  basnot  bcen.to  livc: 
in  vain«  .  £e  assured^  .jny  dear  friend 
tbatyour.sufferings  will  J^avc  their  plaee. 
witii  a  Bcing  ^.«4)0  k^awptk  what  is  ia. 
man  ;  aad  with  i|  Fatlicr> :  who'  loveth  hisk: 
childreAj  ;  you  msff  f eaqonably  hope  fer 
acceptafice  aad  iayaur.'*  •  ^^  ,Yoa  are  my 
c^fMnfbxters'"'  implied  she^  (neek^y  r^ismg 
her  eyes  to  Heaven ;  ^^  I  have  not^^ibvt^ . 
this  first  of  ^U  human  hqpes.    My  weak- 
njBss^  not  mj  will,  hat  betrayed  mc  froav 
thepathsafreclitude.    Bat  it  is  di$cfüt 
fer  me,  to  cooceal  my  feeling^.    I  dar-e  not 
eyen  break  the  iieal^  whiph  .confioesn^ 
Icnowledge  to  ^hat  |  already  know  of  thc 
wretched  li$e;a!nd  conduct  of  my  brotbcr  • 
I  somethnes  think  I  shall  )p$e  o^y   sens^s^- 
in  refledingon  bis  endsiaad  the  enonni- 
ties  of  bis  conduct.     Oh,  it  is  dreadful^ 
Miss  Cowleyj  (o  foUow  bim  lo  tbat  tribu« 
nal  before  wbich  he  must  appear!— — ^ 
Leave  me  for  a  wbUe,"  addcd  sbe»  sobbing^ 
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*^  leave  me  to  my  God,  to  my  Almighty 

supporter" 1  obeyed,    too  much  af- 

fected  to  resist.     I  took  the  papers  with 

me.     She  ha&  ^ted  prudeQtly  in  not  read« 

ing  them.     She  bcgs  thcy  may  be  forward- 

^  to  yoüj.  4nd  ,thiMt  the  wbolf  ^nwctiön 

may  remain  in  your  hands«    You  are  al« 

-Ipwed  to  reaul)  th^tii.    Whtit  ^wiU  ^  you-  say 

c€ö  the  fettet  fiiEu4i:ed'NcK4^    ^I?hcic>M  6 

-»biimed  yvAs  'jthc  %n^w«^to'4t^   iHit  I  dare 

.4iot ^rsüe  tMi'  ÜoArJd  subji^ictv  *  KI y  ^yts 

:.:«foiddbatr4y  tiüe;  änd  tlf&  ddctor  woukl 

be  äbgiy  ;lbr  Jie  häs  madc  the  profhise 

Bot  to  hamass  my  spirits^^änd  to  check 

fey^firieind's  soitows.     I  intt''goiiig  to  her ! 

andwi  willfee  wise.    l%e^  retitfÄ  of  the 

vagrants^rcnders  this.  riceessary*  • 

-rours. 


.  Pi,  S,  Sedley  will  givc  jou  this^  - 


ft&2  7^^<>Y  «lArCl^AIHN^ 


.-    -  ,  :  i         . 


■  LETTER  LXXIV. 

•■■••§•  .    ■ 

•  From  MimCowley  toMist  Hardcasth. 

-:.■•.::•■■        r-  :    ■  :  1 :    i* 

V  AG AIN  I  am  perinmed.  to  tmke  a  bct- 
ter  ^ordJAl  than:  bafk.  :yMt9.  {leaftlejr  bis 
fully  explaV^ed  toiiis  ibg  if^^tery  rt:ktiv;e 
to  the  ftortii^S;  in  Miss  >FIiA(*^  posscsakm. 
'  It;Appears  tlut  Mrs.  Howar4>app{chttidif}g 
that  they  would  be  more  pernicious.to  her 
brotber^than  consolatory,  requested  Mcs. 
Heartley  to  secrete  them  from  bis  searcb« 
ßhc  obeyjE^  W  dying  friend*  .^*  Byt/V 
added  Mrs.  He^rtleyy  '^my  feelings^t  this 
juncturc  were  nearly  as  Ijttle  under  tbe 
controul  of  my.reason,  as  poor  Percivars. 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  Miss  Fliht^  whicb  was 
dictated  by  my  ^rröw^  and'the  romäntic 
hope  of  touching  her  heart  in  favour  of  a 
child  whom*  sh«  had  contributed  to  render 
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an  orphan  and  a;  heggar.  lenclösed  thedb 
powerful  pleatders/'  continued  'Mri.:  |[Ieaft« 
ley,  taking  üp  the  miniadires^  and  tur- 
vcying  thcm  ivith  emotioni    '^  and  iny 
laiiguage  was  not  less  forcible.    Malcolm 
was  employed  to  place  my  packet-  in  her 
hands.    He  effected  his  purpose ;  for  she 
fouhd  it  pn  her  dressing  table.    The  next 
morning  he  was  questioned,  and  he  frankly 
cwned^  that  he  had/at  n)y  request,  placed 
the  parcel  where  she  bad  foünd  it.  ^  You 
have  been  faithful,  Sir^  in  the  perfornnancp 
of !  yoür   conunission^   said   Miss    Flint, 
trembling  and  pale  with  fury  ;  ''  be  so  in 
dclivering  my  mtssage  ioyout  Mrs.  Heart^ 
ky^     Teil  her^  -that  her  insolent  and  ofß* 
cious  interfereAce  •  has  failed,     Md  that 
willst  Miss  Flirft^s  family  have  no  better 
adw>cates  than  a  kept  mistress,    she  wants 
•OD  apology  for  rcnouncing  it.'* .  Malcolm 
bluntLy  .told  her,  -that  she  must  employ 
aotne  oneto  deliver  such   a  message  who 
had  nevcr  heard  of  Mrs.HeartleyV  for 


.JbiiiißelfvMhe'bcgged  ieavc  to  decltnei»^ 
wlun|g:.feb  be^t  fneod.  £ : heard  no  moit 
f^om :  Mi^j  FHiA  a  :i«id  I  cooclu4ed  that  sfae 
hid;d(Wtro7«d  Ibbe.  portraits  in  a  simiUr 
^tnm^ier.':  as.  ßhe^  häd> that  o£  her  mothif. 
if'Custraicd  in  tny  pus^tcty  l  was  forced  to 
coactel;tbU  occiiriiince ;  :k^d  tlie  piänres 
were  ^po^od .  Co  b«;  irrccotieräbly  and  vä^ 

Althwgh   mjr   codscikuce  rq)roapbcd 
sne  fretiut^tlyi  wJicinr  hjeario^  the  capt^ 
bcwaiiL4^lQ^  it netQtdtd  so  as  to  tbe 
xnotlVe  frooti  Wkich  J  had  acted  :    but  it  is 
to  bc  fearedi  that  my  zeal^in  the  cause  öf 
the  iiuured^  disqualified  mc  for  making  a 
convcrt  to  justice  and  bumanity.      It  is 
most  jnrobable  that    I  irritated  where  I 
wishedtQ  htali  and  it  ia  certain;  that  I 
was  from    tbat  time  tba  object  of  Miss 
Flint's.  itaplacable  rcsentment.    Poor  wo- 
maal''    cantioued  Mrs.  Heartky»   with 
compassion^^^^^  she  was  tbcn  under  the  mi- 
serable yokc;  of  thosc  passions,  .  wbicb 
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alrhough  thcy  g^vem,  cannot  Hind  us. 
Neith^r  her  spiric  of  resentment,  nor  any 
eotrenchtnent  from  her  prosperous  fortune, 
couldshield  her  from  the  voicc  withixi  her 
bosom.  It  spoke  my  language  with  ten» 
fold  energy^  and  she  hated  me,  because 
she  knew  I  was  in  unison  with  her  con-* 
science.  She  sbunned  me^  as  she  would 
have  shunned  ///^/,  had  she  been  ablc» 
Is  it  not  unaccountable/'  added  Mrs. 
Heartley,  addressing  me,  ^^  that  any  ra- 
tional being  shouM  fear  to  encounter  the 
leyes  of  a  fellow  creature  uoder  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  guilt,  nay,  even  of  folly, 
without  considering  tlie  power  of  con- 
science,  from  whose  suggestions  this  verlr 
dread  arises.  That  Miss  Flint  was  iitn^ 
«ible  of  its  power  is  certain.  Nor  do  I 
believe,  with  some,  that  it  is  possible  for 
US  to  öutlive  its  authority.  When  I  hear 
of  such,  who  are  said  to  be  hardened  by 
sin,  and  become  callous  by  guilt,  I  no 
more  believe  h^  than  I  do  those  tales  I  hcar 
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of  thc  elixir  for  pcrpctuating  our  cxlst- 
ence  here  for  e  ver.    I  am  convinced  tbat 
God  will  not  be  iQOcked  by  the  creaturei 
€f  his  power^  and  I  haveonly  to  follow  the 
bold  änd  impiouft  ofFender  of  his  laws  tö 
bis  hoursof  prtvBcy,  to  learn,  that  he  can^ 
«ot  evade   that  Being's  presencc,  whose 
commands  h€  insuks.**    I  was  niore  dis-^ 
posed  'to  fihoiteri  t^is  conversatien^  thäii 
to  dispute  the  tnitks  itcontained.     Lady 
Maclaim's  conscience    wants   nö  stimn^ 
lants.    Douglass  entered^  atld  we  became 
cheerfuL    You  toVe  the  doct6r^  you  say; 
prithee  who  doe«  not  ?  but  no  one  shali 
lovc^  him  so  w.ell  as  Horace.    You  hav4 
hcs^d  of    his  gallantry     three  or  four 
nights  he  past  in  my  antichamber ! 

Rachel  Co WLEY, 


'.\ 


■  * 
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LETTER  LXXV. 

'  '      ■  ■ 

Ffwn  Mm  Cotuley  to  Miss  Hardcästlel 

I  AM,  my  dear  friend>  so  powerfullj^ 
impressed  by  the  perusal  of  Miss  FlintV 
imfcssion,  as  her  legacy  .to  Lady  Maclairn* 
may  with  truth  bc  called^  that  I  caimot 
divert  my  mind  from  the  subject.    What^ 
a  sceoe  of  iniquity    häve  I    sent  you  ! 
and  how  rejoiced  am  I,  that  I  prevailed  on 
Lady  Maclairn  not  to  tear  open  those- 
wounds  afresh  by  reading  a  detaiied   ac- 
count  of  actione  and  artificc'&  which  her- 
brothcr  employed  tö  defraud  Mr.  Fl  int's* 
children  oftheir  rights.     Surely,   my  Lu-«* 
cy,  the  death  of  Flamall  was  "  a  consum- 
mation  deroutly  to  be  wishcd.' •     Tor  be ' 
removed  from  the  Indignation   of  the  in- 
jured^to  be  spared  from  the  abbocrence 
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of  the  virtuous  ;     to  be  saved  from  thc 
constant  dread  of  living  an  object  aniena- 
ble  to   the    most  vigorous  laws   of  bis 
country  ;  to  be  freed  frotn'thc  horrors  of 
his  dying  hed  !     But  how  momentary  i$ 
thb  dehision  of  feeling  !     My  reason  apd 
niy  fakh  point  out  this  disembodied  spi^ 
lit  in  its  next  State  of  existcncc.^    Wfth 
trembKng  awe  I  foUow  h  to  ther  tribofial 
of  an  alUwise^    omnipotent,     and    pnrcf 
Judge.    Thpre  do  I  conteroplate  this  for- 
lorn  and  snllied  soul,  as  rushtng  oncaljed 
iflto   the  presence  of  that  Being,-  whose 
merciful  purposes   be  has  counteracted  ; 
and  whose  laws  he  has  insulted.     Nature- 
Stands  appalled,  at  the  magnitiTde  of  of-' 
fences  like  these ;    aod   huflianity  nmst* 
deplore  the   i^nner  thus  cut  ofF  in  the^ 
midsl  of  his  sirts." 

I  cannot  however  help  being  of  opinion 
thaty  useful  as  the  contc mplation  of  a 
FlamaU's  life  may  be  töb^ingswho  fear- 
lessly  foUow  die  io^lsc  of.every.disorder- 
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ly  passlon,  we,  my  beloved  Lucy,  shall 
not  .be  unwise,  to  direct  our  thoughts 
from  such  shocking  depravity  of  crea- 
tures  like  ourselves.  I  wish  ^so  to  do  ; 
änd  yet  not  lose  tbe  lesson  of  ivisdom  <is 
applicable  to  myself*  .  In  what,  I  would 
4uk  yoii,  consisted  tbe  diSerence  between 
Miss  Flint  afid  Rachel  Cowlej  at  two 
years  of  age.  Tbe  general  lineaments  of 
oor  minds  have  a  liear,  affinity*  What 
ius  produced  tbe  iporal  differences  which 
^omtbat  period  have  discFiminated  us  ? 
Educatiopj  and  tbe.  habits  resulting  from 
oiK  respective  situations :  in  tbe  one  in- 
stance»  tbe  soil  was  left  uncultured  ;  in  the 
fltber^  it  was  judiciously  cultivated*  Xu- 
qretia  had  been  overlooked  by  her  mo- 
ther  in  the  early  period  of  her  life*  In* 
dolence  and  indiilgence  were  this  motbar's 
faults.  Sbe  found,.in  cultivating  the  do- 
cile  and  mild  Percival,  a  gratificätion  of 
ber  own  taste,  and  an  object  of  amuse« 
nient|.a$  well  as  for  exclusive  tenderncss^ 
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This  mother  isiranted  firmncss,  and  the  vi^ 
gilance  necessary  for  her  dutjr.  When 
passion  had  taken  its  root^this  unhappy 
creature  .was  coniigived  over  to  the  cait 
and  tuition  of  a  schoolmistress.  I  mean 
not  to  be  iUiberal ;  for  (  btlieve  many 
womeniia  thit  class  of  Itfe  are  notoiilyaGi- 
complisl^  -wbmen^  <^^lmt-  conscientioasly 
xlisposed  to  be  ludul  to  thdr  'pti|ils'} 
buttl  canndt  thiolc  thaf  in  a  latge-scho^ 
eitfaier  the  temper^ior  pecüliar  m<Ml  de^ 
Yects  b£  a  gitl  are  likel^^  «o  ^  meet,  with  tiiak 
nice  and  acciirate  Wtisdn^ion .  whiefe'are 
«ccc88Hry  •  fof  •  tbcir  conrection.  -  I  tvift 
however  adtntt  that  in  this  seminäry^  Misft 
Flint  acquired  the*  ont^vwd  häbits  of  ie^ 
comm,  and  that  knowledge,  wbioh,  #Äh 
cxperioncc,  and  a  difFejreot  temp^r, ■  m'^tit 
have  conducted  her^  as  it  does  multitudds 
of^ur^x^  in  thecommon  routtrüe  orfm* 
vate  aird  idötnestic  life. '  She  theti  retümed 
to  her-pirehts^»lei>deriy  fumished  by  the 
gifts  of  «ature«  with  a  spirit  unsubdued; 
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and  a  mind  witbout  any  fixtd  principle.of 
action^  beyoad  a  confidencc  in  herseif« 
l^he  was  neit  a  candidate  for  favour  in 
the  wcMfld ;  and  she  proudly  concetved 
that  no  one  would  dare  refiise  it ;  but 
»ha  found  a  rmi,  eyep  i|i  the  cradle> 
aod  under  the  parental  ro<^.  Is  it  to  be  ex* 
pected^  that  from  $uch  a  dispo»tion^  and 
undet  such  clrcumstances^  envy  and  malicb 
could  be  long  a  stranger  to  her }  The 
niothfer  perceived  their  banefiü  infliience  ; 
•od  ähe  oppbsed  to  their  growth^  liothing 
botremiedies  which  relteved  herseif  froip 
troi&ble  and  yexation;  Sht  ßättere/A  in-' 
steadof  reproving^  and  gave  to  her  daugh- 
ter  an  authority  which  she  knew  ehe  would 
abuse^  Uncontrouled  and  domineering 
over.those  ajbout  her  5  irritated  by  the  neg- 
lect  of  those  whom  she  could  not  subja;- 
gatc  to  her  imperioüs  will,  she  becamc 
soured,  disappointed,  and  vindictive ;  and 
she  ünished  by  beceming^the  fiti^^trumenft 
iathe  handsof  a  Flamall,  for  thu^  txnn  qi 
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the  innocent,  and  the  perpctration  of  iri* 
justice/  cruelty,  and  dcccit. 

Tlius  have  we  scen  the  fatal  torrcnt  6f 
iinchecked  passiods  flow^!  büt  suppöse 
this  wretchcd  victitn  of  thcir  fury  Jbad 
bo^n  in  Mrs.  Hardca$tle*s  hands.  Oh 
liucy,  WC  want  no  suppositioh !  We 
have  Seen  a  Ur^nfjUbt  less  im{)etUoii8, 
directed  by.  htfr  ^i^om,  to  the  s'alutary 
purposes  for  whiöü  Heaven  gave  itwength 
and  abxindance ;  and  instead  of  desdating 
all  within  its  reäch,it  has  been  led  io 
supply  delight,  and  satisfaction  !  How 
ofteic  has  her  patient  firainess  subdued  my 
angry  paisions  ?  How  often  has  she  de- 
tected  them  befbre  I  kncw  thcir  power ! 
;With  what  skill  did  she  temper  and  mix 
-the  warm  afFections  of  my  nature  with  the 
Tougher  Clements  which  composed  me. 
Howsweetyhdw.cndcaring  was  her  notice 
of  every .  little  triumph  I  gained  över  my- 
aelf ;  and  with  what  discrimination  did  sHe 
ßiffeci  that  band  ^of  love,  which  made  her 
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.chilcjren  usefiü  to  each  other.  Her.Ißicy'a 
gendeness  was  opposed  to  ber  RacheVs 
^couragß\  andHorace's  seif- cotnmand  was 
..thc  only  point  to  which  e^lulation  was  re- 
.qpnmiended.  Is  it  wonderful^  that  I  have 
cscaped  the  fat^  of  a  Mis»  Fliat  ?  Is  it 
;wondeif(ul  that  l.  should,  love  virtue,  and 
if^ver^oce  a  faitli  tlius  exemp^iüed  ?  No^ 
J^ucy«.  But  I  have  to  fear,  lest  I  should  dis- 
grace.  Mfs,*  Hardcastle»  We  may,  aad  I 
bppp  Wie  sliall,  llv.e  ta  be  wivcjp  and  xno- 
tliersi.  Let  us  m  that  cas^,  a^  at  being 
sometlnng  better  thaa  mere  teeming  ani* 
inals;.  aiid  like/some  in  thatclass,  wha, 
fdlowing  th^k  instinct,  squeeze  their 
oSspring  todcath  thiough  fondn^sf»  I  am 
'persuaded  that  \\4e  arc  weak  and  faUjblc 
creatures  ;  but  I  >can{K>t  for  an  instant  ad- 
inki  that  an  all-wise  and  merciful  Being 
.  \iz$.  e^^ted  any  one  dulyy  or  etKforced  any 
m^  qomniandy  without  having  bcstowed 
lipon  US  the  facidries:  and  capacity  for  fuU 
&\\\^g  pur  obligatioos..  Erery  motber  wlxose 
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^ite^dtttleät^  ittnbeH<<Jhi"aii[a 'wtthbM>'iti)r 

tentroh,-  sbe  «üt^sööh  tierHH«>  ibit«>m^ 

mg  oVm»  tiie  p^e^Hiat)ört>V^  h^  dbfläfeü. 
4  am,  '^a  I  >ii4*9h^  to  i<eitiuliä-,  a  »tttäygeir  to 
4hat  hii^lU^^^Kh  'i^rt^,  aak>tt«^t)d 

i-befieve,  fhat'tjr  iippiyiAfc  m^^eäftt'» 

•trfidiihf,  r'  imy»  WoriWy'  Wisi*  -,  md  thft 

iriötfeer  wfitt^'  diH^dnffl^f'  #fct<:hes^  lover  the 

'£rst 'ä^eiiings  of  ihoftß  (ixiMence-tri  the b«- 

iftgs  entruÄtcd  to  het;  will  *soob  ^scover^ 

that  sfie    higfe  the-  hettssäry-"  täleMs  for 

goTCrnitig  tlfem  saftSy.  *  A4tcrttioa  ämd  cx^ 

perience'  trill  eüligfttett  KerY  änd^houtd 

^he  hevcr  reatli  to"  the  ac^oitiplisbfiiM^  ^ 

'  all   shc  wiüRfes,  -shfe  v^l'  at  fefist  seöurt  tö 

hersclf  rF^  'farour  -of  Goijf  -arid  b^  ^  6wn 

■peacc  Öf  lÄfiid.    It  pl^asto  nae-,  «ly  Xuejr, 

to  loökfi)r#ird  ^ö  that  j^ferlid,  wlrtoj'with 

the  natefrbPHäiraeartl«^  -lAfiY  be  treading 
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,  in  the  same  path  of  dqty  wbich  cur  motber 

pursued  in  her  road.  toi:Heäveii.    Will  jfiiL 

muh  me  to  su^^sess  my  hope»,  tioiai  I  may 

qneday  be  atüte^witfii  the4>Hi3Sijoy  of  an  ac-- 

ccpted  spiiit  in  htf d  abode  ^sC  blissy  to  point 

to  her  thoso  inp23te8^^i;^lKxn  her  vinub 

*  tvarned  for  bappiness  }  rYet  wby  tbis  tear  f 

{'caimot    erase   th^   btoi.  ;it;  has  inade; 

iWhere£i^e  isiit  Uaat  my^lMfit  fainto  ?  YoU 

{  must  cotne  and  cbide  me  ;  you  will  .find: 

.^  mepaler  tmd-  tbannerifaan  when  I  last  saw 

you ;  and,    it  may  be,  less  the  hcroine, ' 

Vince  tbere  has  been  less  ta  oppose  me,. 

j,  But  I  hate  sea  voyages  ! 

Oh  sweet  Valentine  !  hasten  to  us  !  hast- 
j,  en  and  bripg  to  me  my  Lucy  !  thou  shalt 
j.-  then  be  cröwned  asthe  harbingcr  of  spring 
,^and  Horace.  Teil  my  ^^  lily,"  \hat  we 
f*^  cxpect  no  tears  nor  sighs.  She  h  desired 
f,  to  wear  the  same  face  she  didwith  hei 
jl;  lilac  ribbaruls.  We  are  all  learning  to  be 
t  =  philosophers,  cxcept  Malcolm,  who  is^ 
< »  ^ily  in  danger  of  losing  bis  gpod  humour  -^ 
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aind  rates  the  work  people  for  not  beiiig  ai 
WeriUnd,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are 
faere. .  I  Uelieve  in  my  conscience  tbat  Miss 
Hardcastle  and  JVIiss  Howxird.inight  sieep 
in  the  stable  fiar  iiim,  But  we  do  not  mind 
bispou/uig;9ssd.your  apartment,  which 
was  Miss  Flint*s/is  to  be  mad^  worthy  o( 
the  captain*s.gue6<s.  Adieu«  my  deargirl; 
tbe  good  people  here  send  ^bcir  blessings 

with    ; 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


LETTER  LXXVI. 

From  Miss  Cotvley  to  Aüss  Hardcasth. 

Jauuofy  24* 

JMy  dear  Lucy  will  not  expect  to  find 
mc  in  the  broad  road  of  folly  and  laugbter; 
with  so  many  admonitions  of  wisdom  asi 
have  of  late  bcen  favoured  with  ;  I  repeat 
the  Word  favoured;  for  poor  and  we^ 
must  be  the  mind  which  does  not  pofit 
from  such  lessons  asI  have  had  to  study ! 
Do  not,  howcver,  takethe  alarm;  Ihope, 
i  shall  escape  dullness^  althöugh  I  am  be* 
come  somewhat  gravcr  than  in  the  days  c^ 


my  flippancy,'  and  ruJe  health.  My  poof 
Horace  !  But  I  dare  not  trust  myself  with 
the  subject !  But  is  it  not  wondcrfid  that 
no  one  can^bb  founcHfg  comfort  the  Earl 
of  S— • — ,  bW^ftiß'JöftV^friend,  whosc 
heart  is  picrced_with  an  angjjish  as  bitter 
and  acute  as  his  own  !  I  am  selfish^  I  ^m 
ashamed  to  teil  you  that  I  am  become  fret- 
ful  and  nervous*  * Yoü  niust  comp,  my 
Lucy  ;  I  want  you  to  sustain  and  to  chide 

«fe:  v>My\ip»ifäf' a>^^  ,wrakrtfe*Kartd-li^ 
xnind  isassailed  by  apprehensions  which  I 
date  not  give  to  you.  This  news  from 
f|[«|^CMa  li^*.fewn  huctfiri  tamerijtend  jyöj 
^enctosed  a^  ktter  which  .  may.  make.  yan 
jn>ile  :  itj  did  not  movefa  musde.in  my 
&€€•  JLadyiM^Wcn  und^rtook  to  tepij^ 
tt>  it  för  me»r  ^hp  was  ohligei^  töanswcar  a 
Jfttter  of:  cß&AokM^  which  JÜIrt«  So'ge 
thought  it  :pcditeto  se^d  to.her  »"deir 
f:ousirt.":  I  belktie  Ji^ej  ladyjferp;  hsievdeÄ 
t9  givc  ihcr  €Qif rfc$ppn4cOt .  ä^ Jittle  whdfj- 


if  äüfe  undcfstalidi^itö  tttlüe.'  ^'  Mn.'Ö^trt^ 
ler^«iks  recfeived  IctfeW^frörtt  htimH  JAeü^ 
#yf'**e  IS  coThkig  hbitt'es'   Ötefrieu^s 

deadt  •  >?^ith  fiis äfng^fkäwi^t  fo  the-^6«ng 

wbfcfc  indurt  Henry  W^quk  *hi»  prescnt 
Situation.  •  Mri  Äümliriäge,  the  deceälsetfi 
häs  feft  him  an  estati  m  Bcrkshirfc  of  tlliree 
baiY^red  pourt(Js\/w  änrmm ;  atid  Heiit^ 
l^iseiy thiAks,  thiÄ with  thisprovisiöti  änd 
MaryHovward,  he^^Ähäll  be  asrich  äia 
Nabob;  with  a  ruined  •  conatittöion,  '  and 
twtoty  kcks'of  mpces:'.  *^  He  will  bave 
fettere  betbre4ie  cÄ^barks,  wbieft  will  dä^ 
from  fes  lips  thö  Au^' of  happinesi^'*-  öb^ 
servedthe  aniäoui-Aiäffier.     *•  Miss  How- 
ard ishöw  in  a  verydifRlhiht  sftüatiöh  frdni 
that,  under  wbich  tny  pobr  bby  tbv\^  *tb 
Kvcy  and  fo  laböur  foir^rJ    I  =#ötil(J  nö? 
€n  ahy  accotmt  bave^<be  captaih'made  ac-^' 
ijteiintcA  with  niy  sön's-lkjfle^/  He'?himla 
Henry  is  right  to  return  home  ; 'büt'InöW 
wish  bim  to  remain  where  he  is  for  a  few 
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ycarSr' •  ^^-Xicavc  Um  to-Providcncc,*'  rcpK^ 

AU€€(  wUi;besp9ii.}iappy9'  andwhoknow« 
whetbcr  one  w«)dd^ng  may  not  berfoU<^vs^ 
pd  by  aAOther  ?  a-littl^  nioiiey.'wUl.^ot 
spoil  M^ry  Howsard»  or<^hange  Cipis^i» 
Flint's  naturc."  ^*-I  shailuke  cai«/'  ob- 
sei^ed  shc  thoughtfully,  "  to  prdvjtot 
Henry  ftoqi  Coming  hkher ;  I  wish  Alic^ 
wei:e  scittl^d,  I  skoulci  icnmediately  gq^  i0 
town^;  and^ait  thcre  /os  my  5oa*$^arFiirah'* 
Cannot  ypis  I-wcy^  find  put  whether 
Msjy'vcolmr  ky^lilaff  \AUce  thinksii 
is  ;  but  we  rnay  b4^  cofüj^ecturing^^  on  {^ha 
grounds  ;  for  Alices  j^cartley  and  Rsl^ 
chel  Cowley  are  yory,  «mple  gids  ;  yet  I 
do  be|iev.e  the  cap^on  wi&b^s  to  see  Henry 
unitcd  to  him  by  .,the  tcjoderest  ti«:3.  Hc 
e^c^n  prppoaed -ibeother  day  to  ]!ii/Jalcolni 
to  vfait  for  his.  brotber's  arrival  betöre  b^ 
married.  •  Malcolm  smiied  ;  butdeclined 
thcadvice. 
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Yoüsaw  cnougli  ofour  doctor,  when 
yoü  were  at  Farefield,  to  entcr  into  the 
spirit  of  my  allusion,  when  I  call  him  the 
sun  whichcheers  us.  We  may  saywith 
truth  that  we  live  in  his  smiles.  Sbould 
you  fancy  this  expression  too  poetical  to 
suit  with  Douglass*s  stern  face>  it  is  be- 
cause  you  have  not  seen  him  when  with  a 
patient  who  he  thinks  wants  comfort"  more 
llian  medicine.  Did  thcy  inform  you  that 
he  never  quitted  my  room  during  six  and 
thirty  hours  ?  Horace  will  love  him,  Lucy, 
and  you  will  be  gratcful.  Amongst  othcr 
ingeaious  hypotheses  which  he  maintabed 
this  morning  was  one.  Ihat  will  please  you ; 
for  he  proved  to  demonstration  that  Miss 
CJowley  ^*  had-the  strength  of  a  hor«ie."  He 
has  been  scolding  me  for  this  last  ^our ; 
and  has  provoked  nie  to  laugh  at  him  and 
mysclf« 

Oh!  how  tedious  are  the  hows  tili  I 
hearfrom  you.  Mrs.  Allen  send&her  good 
wishes  with  your 

Rachel  Cowley's^ 


182  XA»y.  Hf  AeLAlRlf^ 

P.  S.  I  am  well,  quite  wdl,  Lucy ! 
tüj  cordial  in  tny  bosom  !  Do  not  mind 
m  Word  in  this  ktttn  Douglass  will  tri- 
umpb«  He  predicted  how  it  would  be ; 
üKrhen  the  wind  blew  propitiously. 


■  J     ' 


LETTER  LXXVn. 

<  .     ■  ■ 

From  Mrs.  Serge  (o  Miss  Cowtey. 

'^T  DzAiL  Misi  CowLiy, 

IT  would  gl  VC  mc  inexpressiblc  coä^- 
•ccrn, .  could  I  for  a  moment  belicvc  that 
^ou  "  himaginc"  I  have  forgotteii  you,  ör 
the  promisc  I  inade  you,  when  at  Farefield 
HalL  You can be  no ßtranger to the  "he- 
Tents*^  which  have  taken  plaöe  in  my  fa- 
mily  since  that  timc  ;  and  of  course  the* 
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will  iccount  to  yoü  for  my  ^*  hapt)arent** 
fieglect.  I  have  endeavoured  to  practisb 
what  I  preach^  which  iß  more^  as  Mrs-; 
Danglä  says^  tban  mann^  w^o  are  paid  fof 
preaching  do ;  for^  as  I  have  said  in  my 
letter  to  Lady  Maclairn^  I  see  that  no* 
thing  good  comes  from  sorrowing  fbr  those 

• 

who  are  removcd  from  this  World.  Death 
isappointed  for  all;  and  the  be^t  thing. 
we  can  do  is  to  subtnit  to  the  löss  of  ouf 
friends  and  relations,  who  are  summoned^ 
away  before  ua.  I  dafc  say  the  death  of 
Mr.  Flamall  has  made  her  ladyship  verf 
unhappy,  but  time  will  restore  her  spirits^ 
unless  ehe  do  as  my  Jerry  "  ^Ä?,"  yield  to 
gricf,  and  mope  in  her  room.  My  kind 
friend,  Mrs.  Dangle,  woulki  not  permit  mö 
to  reraain  at  Putney,  whefe  it  was  impos- 
sible  I  could  have  recovered  my  spirits* 
She  has  a;  charming  house  in  the  Hay- 
market ;  and  sitlce  I  have  beert  her  guesr; 
I  am  much  beltier ;  and  indeed  shöuld  bi 
quitc  weU^  were  it  höt  for  the  vexatiori 
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Nora  '^give*  me.  You  will  be  qüif^ 
astonishecito  ^ee  the  Aalten^ionsL  fewinontbf 
pf  matrimony  ^'  bave"  made  in  her  5  and  it 
will  gtve  you  a  dread  of  love  matcbes  ! 
But  I  would  not  discourage  ycnu  Nora 
**  hav.e"  ooly  to  thank  herseif  for  all  tbal 
^^  have'*  happened  to  disturb  her.  Gaptain 
Fairly  is.not  to  blame,  because  liisivife  i$ 
jealous  ;  not  Mrs.  Dangle^  because  her 
constant  good  hutnour  ^^make'*  her  the 
favourite  with  hevery  gentlcman.^  B«t  Nu* 
ta  was  always  penrerse  in  her  ten^rl 
fthe  can  be  heasy  ho  where  now^  but  at  Put^ 
ney.  When  single,  she  detestod  the  place. 
§he  have  bcen  very  ill ;  and  her  disap^KÄnt-^ 
inent  have  perhaps:  made  her  lower  i^ 
spirits  ;  but,  as  I  teil  her, "  the  worse  luck 
novr,  the  better  in  future.*'  She  may  have 
children  enow  by  the  time  she  is  forty. 
.  I  hope,  my  dear  Miss  Cowley,  noChing 
will  prevent  your  visit  to  mc  in  February. 
CaptJ^in  Fairly  has,  very  politely,  offercd 
to  be.ypiir  cscort,  and  desir^  me  to  aswre 
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you,  thfat  he  will,  with  the  utmost  plea* 
«ürCj  comc  to  Farefield  to  fctch  you,  if 
you  will  permit  him  to  havc  that  honouf ; 
but  I  roncludc  you  will  not  bc  allowed  to 
feave  Mf s:  Allca  bchitid  you ;  so  that  you 
will  happoint  the  captain  to  meet  you  on  the 
road.  I  shall  bc  very  happy  to  see  Mrs. 
Allen.  Shc  will  be  nice  Company  fbr  Mr. 
Serge,  in  our  absence.  I  promise  you, 
npthing  shall  be  omitted  for  your  amuse- 
mertt.  Mrs.  Dangle  is  quite  in  polite  life ; 
and  she  engages  to  ^*  hintroduce^'  you  every 
where.  You  will  meet  the  best  Company' 
at  her  table  ;  for  her  husband  is  never  hap-^ 
py  without  Society.  There  is  a  Major 
Ogle  in  love  with  you  only  from  descrip- 
tion.  He  says,  that  I  have  entangled  his 
heart,  and  that  he  must  be  our  shadow ; 
therefore,  vre  shall  not  want  for  a  beau,  not 
oiie  that  half  the  women  in  London  arc 
dying  for. 

I  would  advise  you  not  to  make  up  any. 
thiög.when  you  are  for  your  journey;  it 


wDuld  be  only  so  much  läbour  lost.  Bat 
k  may  not  be  auiiss  fpr  you  to  begin  to 
accustom  yourself  tp  feyirer  petticoats.  We 
tjirear  berp  only  oac.  But  wc  have  fonpd 
out  vays  and  means  to  obfiate  the  mischief 
cf  going  unclothed^  and  we  contrive  ta 
keep  ours^ves  warin,;  but  tbis»  ts  Mrs« 
pUBglc  say Sj^  is  a  secret  haunfer  nui  icx'^ 
thagentlemei\  Ifnew  you  werc  in  the  habit; 
of  wcaring  ^niaU  dothcft  wbUst  Single^  they 
might  fear  for  tbcir  prrvilcges  when  you, 
martied.  You  will  be  deligbted  with  tht9; 
cbfnnixüg  woman.  She  is  the  qounter-p^ 
of .  yoi^,  ouly  she  has  seen  more  of  politC; 
Mit^  $ince  her  marriage,  than  you  have 
bj&cn  in  thi;  Tay  o£  sceing  at  Fareficldj 
^hich,  to  aay  the  t];uth^  is  a  sad  place  for 
auch  ayoung.lady  as  Miss  Cowley. 
«}  1  remain  in  the  expectation  of  hearing 
firpmj.joa  the  time  fixcd  for  secing  you; 
and  I  shall  be  impatient  ti]l  I  can  show. 
you  that  I  am  your  affcctionate  friend> 

i       /  .    Lydia  Sbbgjj.    > 


i 
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P.  S.  You  need  not  be  under  any  fear 
of  meeting  that  disgrace  to  me^  Lydia.    I 
have  not  scen  her  sincc  her  leaving  Put- 
ncy,  nor  witt  I  €vcr  agam  hacknowJedge  her 
as  my  chUd«    Jerry  may  bc  as  obstinate 
as  he  please*     So  will   I^  on  this  point. 
You  will   be  astonished  to  hear,  that  he 
have  set  up  the  feller  who  marricd  her  lik^ 
a  gentle^ian^  and  even  sent  down  ä  pöst^ 
chay  for  his  lady's  use;-    I  see  into  this 
tnalice.     It  is  all  dcMie  to  spite  the  -capw 
JU^Pj  whom  he  hat;e.    I  am  sorry  to  say^ 
Nora's  foolish,  complaints  have  done  nd 
good.     I  am  sure^  I  can  see  nothing  in 
the  captain  that  would  not  please  any  rea^ 
sonable  woman ;  and  to  me^  his  behaviom^ 
is  always  hutenihe  and  respectfuL     Yoa 
Xieed  not  shew  this  Ictter  to  my  cousin  % 
Sir  Murdoch  haye  made  her  quite  a  me« 
thoßist.  '      . 

What  a  shcgking  end  Flamall  havo 
made !  Bat  he  was  always  as  proud'as 
Lucifer*  ^  .,       .      : 


29S  LArOT   MACLAI9X, 


CONCLUDING  CHAPTER, 


JtlAVING  faithfully  pcrformed  my 
pleasing  task,  tnd  exerted  my  best  abili- 
tics  to  recommend  mysclf  to  my  rcaders, 
I  do  honestly  confess,  tbat  I  am  gratified 
by  finding  that  something  remains^  in 
which  my  Services  may  be  usefui  to  their 
curiosity.  Except  two  letters,  from  Miss 
Cowley  to  her  correspondents  at  Heathcot, 
nothing  appears  o(  sufHcient  consequence 
to  this  wotk,  they  being  confined  solely 
tö  Miss  Hardcasile*s  and  Miss  Howard's 
journey  to  Farefield ;  which  they  reached 
in.  the  month  of  February. 

li  rcmains  with   me,    cönsequently  to 
supply  a  fcw  pagcs   to  this,    otherwisc 
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abrupt  conclusion  of  a  work,  already  re- 
prehcnsible  in  the  critic's  eye. 

My  readers  may  be  able  to  recollect  the 
name  of  Montrose,  the  early  friend  of 
Mr.  Philip  Plint  who^  with  his  isister^  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Lindscy,  shared  in  his  confi- 
dence,  with  the  truth  and  ardourof  youth- 
ful  zeal  and  friendship^  during  his  progress 
to  Miss  Sinelair's  heart. 

To  this  gcntleman  am  I  at  present  in- 
debted  for  a  Situation  in  life  whichl 
would  not  exchange  for  the  jnost  brilliant  - 
which  this  world  has  to  give.  For  I  am 
sheltered  from  ^^  the  proiid  man's  con- 
tumely/'  and  *^  the  pang  which  the 
worthy  of  the  unwofthy  takes."  I  was  in  my 
friend's  hospitable  house  at  the  shocking 
termination  of  Mr.  FlamaU's  life.  This 
event  produced  many  changes  in  favout  öf 
those,  to  whom  he  had  been  more  obnox-  ' 
ious  than  useful.  My  brother  Lindsey, 
was  immediately  placcd  in  Mr.  Flamairs 
office,    as   this  regarded   Miss   Cowley's 

YOL.  IV.  N 


2QO       .  LADY  MJiQtAll^Vy 

.  property  on  the  igland ;  and  Mr.  Eliot, 
with  Counsellor  Steadmw*s  ad  vice  and 
concurrencc,  relieved.  her,  by  an  appeal  to 
.  Chancery,  from  th«  re.strictive  clausesui  Iicr 
father's  will,  they  being  her  appoinicd 
guardians  until  she  was  of  age. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  was  judged  capable 

,  of  educating  the  young  Cowley's.  Tbeir 
gentle  and  interesting  mother  had  formed 
an  intimacy  with  my  sister  Lindscy,  dur- 
ing  the  time  they  resided  ii^der.the  same 
roof,  at  Mr.  Ifelrymple's ;  and  to.  judge 
ofthefuture  by  the  prescnt,  thcsc  fn6nds 
will  never  have  but  one  and  the  same  roof. 
In  the  hours  of  confidehcc,  which  suc- 
ceeded  to  their  first  acquaintance,  Marian 
informed  Mra.  Lindsey,  of  her  motives 
fpr  withdrawing  from  Mr.  FlatnaH's  au- 
thority  and  power,  by  quitting  an  abode 
•  she  loved.  He  had  importuh^d  her  with 
his  passion  even  before  Mr.  Cowley's 
death  ;  and  she  held  hirn  in  abhorrence 
and  terror.     She  made  no  doubt  of  the  il- 
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Icgälity  of  Mr.  Cowley's  will,  he  having 
cepeatedly  told  her.  that  she  would  find 
a  protector  and  a  guardian  for  her  sons  ia 
Mt.  Oliver  Flint ;  and  from  the  monient 
she  was  informed  of  Mr.  Flamairs  autho- 
rity,  she  determined  never  to  lose  sight  of 
her  chitdren.  Mr.  Philip  Flint  befriended 
her.  because  Juba  had  told  him  that  I 
was  afraid  of  his  uncle.  Her  entire  con- 
currence  in  coitimittingherchildrento  my 
.  care  ;  her  confidence  in  my  integrity,  led 
her  cheerfuUy  to  part  with  thcm,  and  we 
reached  England  in  safety;  where  my 
trust  was  sanctioned  by  their  expecting 
sister  and  maternal  fricnd. 

From  that  hour  I  haye  experienced  the 
comforts  of  a  home,  endeared  to  me  by 
all  that  can  give  zest  to  rational  pleasure 
with  an  undepraved  heart.  Montrose  was 
understood  as  a  man  to  be  trusted ;  al- 
though,  to  say  the  truth^  my  fricnds  ap- 
pcar  to  be  governed  by  motivesj  not  un- 
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like  Bassanio,    when   he   decides  on  the 
caskct. — 

**  lliou  mcagrc  lead, 
Which  rather  threat'nesl  than  dost  promise  auglit  j    - 
lliy  plainness  moves  me  more  than  eloquence. 
And  here  l  chusc.'' 

,   In  giving  up  to  my  discretion  her  cor- 

respondence  with  Miss  Hardcastle,  during 

her  residence  at  Farefield,  Mrs.  Hardcasde 

added  those  «occurrences  which  had  taken 

'place   after  •  the    day    which    terminated 

"her  captivity."     "  You  will  casily  be- 

lieve/'  Said  shesmiling,  ^*  that  Counsellor 

Steadman  was  as  ready  to  resign  the  heir- 

ess,  as  I    was  to  be  rid  of  the  plagues  of 

lieirship ;    but   AUce  was  a  wife  beforc  I 

left  the  hall  ;  and,  my  dear  Lady  Mac- 

lairn  was  obliged  to  confess,  that  life  has 

its  blessings ;  and,  that  ihe  human  healt 

can  never  want  an  inlet  to  joy,  until  it  has 

banished   afFectiön    for  others.     She  was 

right  in  sa^'ing  this  ;  and  she  knows,  and 

fcels   it   tobe  truth*     Mary   has.neither 
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changed  her  colotirs  nor  her  mirid  with  her 
fortune,  and  her  uncle  prefers  Henrv 
Hcartley  to  a  rieh  baronet.  We  shall  sctr' 
these  true  lovers  united,"  addcd  she, 
*^  when  at  Farefield  ;  and  then  Sir  Mur- 
doch  and  his  lady,  will  quit  the  hall  for 
Wenland  Place ;  where,  I  confidcntly  hope, 
they  will  find  a  home  of  uninterrupted  re- 
posc. 

'^  The  Duke  ofS /*  continuedMrs. 

Hardcastle^  *^  finding  that  my  Horace  had 
enough  of  the  good  things  of  this  vvorld  ; 
and^  well  knowing,  he  had  a  recompence 
•in  Store  for  himself  in  Heaven,  contrived 
tobe  useful  to  Mn  Sedley,  and  by  his  /V 
icrest^  procured  for  him  a  valuable  croN'vn 
living ;  and  wilh  his  money  secured  to  him 
the  parish,  of  which  his  uncle  is  the  pastor, 
and  he  -^still  the  curate."  "  Such,  Mr. 
Montrose,"  ädded  she,  with  seriousness, 
**  is  the  present  State  and  condition  of 
those  persons,  in  whose  happiness  you  are 
so  interested,  and  in  whose  sorrows,  yoa 
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have  taken  so  lively  a  concern.  If,  as 
you  say,  the  wholc  tissue  of  events  before 
you  have  confirmcd  you  in  your  bclief  of 
a  rctributivc  justice,  it  is  well :  as  it  is  dis- 
playcd  in  this  scenc  of  action,  it  may  bc 
usrcful  to  others ;  altbough  I  am  of  opi- 
nion,  that  not  a  day  passes,  thajt  does  not 
add  to  our  conviction;^  that  the  sinner  is 
taken  in  bis  own  snarc,  and  the  virtuous 
kept  from  falling  by  a  power  bcyond  our 
fmite  rta^Jon.  But  as  your  Intention  and 
labpur  will  l^ave  little  aid  from  fiction» 
let  your  fidelity,  as  an  historian,  compen- 
säte  for  the  absehce  of  the  marvellous. 
Do  not  omit  to  say,  that  Philip  Flint  and 
Malcolm  Maclairn  are  brothers,  whose 
hearts  are  not  divided  by  the  ocean  which 
separates  them.  They  live  in  hopes  of 
being  re-united  ;  but  Mr.  Fliht  has  inhe-  ' 
rited  from'  his  grandfather  so  strong  a  pre- 
jdilection  in  favour  of  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
that  it  would  not  surprise  me,  if  he  rc- 
mained    there  until  he  could  man  a  ship. 
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wkh  his  own  boys,  and  freight  it  with 
SincUir»  and  Lindseys.  I  am  not  qmtc  so 
sollcitous  on  this  subjcct,  as  Malcolm/' 
addcd  she,  ^^weafc  happywowat  Wen- 
land  place  :  besides>  let  us  be  content. 
1  do .  not  wish  my  dcputy,  your  sister,  to 
bö  deserted.  She  is  kind  and  gentlc  to  niy 
numerous  dcpendents  ;  and  Lindsey  is  the 
sweetener  to  the  sugar  he  sends  u$.  Hea- 
ven  be.  praised,"  continued  she,  ''  Cow- 
ley's  slavcs  are  yet  cherished  as  men^ 
thöngh  urifortonate  men  !  £«/  I  hafe  ihe 
suhjecty 

.  To  thcse  instractions  I  have  paid 
due  obedience;.  bat  I  have  passed  some 
weeks  at  Farefield  Hall  sincc  writing  the 
aboyc. 

And  I  think  it  will  be  no  matter  of  sur-r- 
prise,  much  Icss  of  censure,  that  I  should 
iftdulge  myself  with  a  supernumcrary  page 
or  two,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  paying  my 
tribute  of  re&pect  to  a  character  so  miich 
distinguished  by  Miss  Cowley,  in  herlet-t 
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ters  to  her  friend.     Mr.  Serge  was  not  fer- 

gotten   by   her,  when  she  became   Mrs. 

Hardcasde.     **  You  will  see  my  favowite 

when  you  goto Farefield,  saidshc,  ^^and: 

yo\i  will  judge  ofmyhasty  skctcl^es-of. 

thc  most  simple-hearted  man   who  Uves. 

Supported  by  thc  rectitude  of  bis  ownmind^ 

and  a  picty  which  rests  sokly  on  tbe  good- 

ness  of  God,  he  has  sustaincd  very  severe 

trials,  with  a  patience  and  resignation   that 

ought  to   put  philosophy  to  the    blush.i 

The  loss  of  his  favourite  daughter^    the 

prop  of  his  comforts,  was  followed  by  the 

death  of  Mrs.  Fairly,  who,  in  consequence 

of  a  severe  cpld  taken  at  a  place  of  public. 

arousenient^  to  which  she  was  reluctantly 

hurried,  afteran  indisposition  ofa  danger- 

ous    kind,  feil   into  a  rapid  decline,  and 

was  consigncd  to  thegrave  before  she  was 

one   and  twenty.     Her,  giddy,  thoi^ght» 

less  mother  was  at:this  mdancholy  period 

on  a  tour  of  pleasure  with  Mrs.  Dangle, 

recently  become  a   widöw ;  and  Capiaiii 
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Fairly,   with  another  milirary   beau  werc 
their  escorifs. 

Poor  Mr.  Serge,  assisted  by  his  friends 
the  Tomkins's,  supported  this  scene,  and 
without  designing  to  write  to  his  unfeeling 
son,  or  to  his  foolish  misled  wife,  shelter- 
ed  his  sorrows  at  his  daughter  Mrs.  Wil- 
let's,  leaving  to  the  public  papers  to  ah- 
nounce  to  the  travellers  the  event,  which 
they  might  have  foreseen  before  they  left 
bome.  ^^  But  the  elaims  of  the  disconso^ 
lata  widow,  Mrs.  Dangle,  could  not  be 
overlooked."  Mr.  Maclairn  and  his  wife 
join^d  the  dejected  Mf.  Serge  at  his  daugh- 
ter Willet's  ;  andby  diverting  histhoughts 
to  the  final  cstablishment  of  this  eliild, 
they  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him  im^ 
provein  health  and  spirits.  He  had  not, 
however,  lost  his  resentment  in  regard  to 
his  wife's  desertion  ;  but  with  firmness  dc*- 
dared,  that-he  meant  to  give  up  his  housc 
at  Putney,  and  to  live  remote  from  Lon-  . 
don.     With  these  resolutions  he  returaed 

N  5 
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to  town ;  atid  it  appears  tbat  he  was  steady. 
The  lady  returncd  also  from  her  excursion^ 
somewhat  humbled  by  tb^  reception  he 
gave  her  ;  and  probably,  shocked  by  tbe 
death  of  her  child,    she  iiiade  concessioas 
iurhich  failed  in  their  effect ;  for  she  would 
not  submit  to  give  up  her  dear  Mnu  Dan- 
gle,  nor   refuse  Captain   Fairly'«  visits — 
points  ohsüfiately  enforced  by  her  husband. 
He  again  returaed  to  Mrs.  Willet's^    and 
found  consolation.     His  grandson  amused 
him  ;  and  ^^  honest  William,"  as  he  calls 
Mr.  Willet,  hourly  rose  in  his  estimation. 
Some   months  passed :  he  resolutely  re- 
fused  to  return  home,  without  an  assurarice 
that  he  should  find  his  wife  willing  to  give 
up  her  son,  Fairly,  and  Mrs.  Dangle's  So- 
ciety. But  this  pöor,  weak,  and  misguid- 
jed   woman,  had  too  promptly   acquired 
the  lessons  they  had  taught  her  ;  and  she 
was  hastening  on  to  destructjon,  when  an 
accident  deprived  her  of  life.     A  Major 
Ogle,  whü  had  his  hopes  and  projects, 


flattercd  by  the  age  and  vexations  *'  of  the 
rieh  old  taylor,"  dröve  one  morning  Mrs. 
Serge  an  airing  in  his  tandem  from  Dangle 
fkrk,  leaving  his  friend  the  noble  Captain 
Falrly  to  amüse  Mrs.  Dangle.  Though  a 
proficient  in   gallantry  and  gaming,  the 
major  could  not  manage  two  high  fed  and 
sp'irited   horses.     Some  linen  drying  on  a 
hedge  by  a  cottage,  frightened  the  lead- 
er  ;  he  became  ungovernable,  the  carriage 
was  overset,    and  Mrs.  Serge  received  a 
blow  on  the  temple  from  the  horse^s  foot,. 
which  killed  her  on  the  spot ;  her  admirer 
was  quit  wilh  a  broken  arm.     Mr.  Serge 
received   the  intelligence  of  this  shocking 
accident   with  silent  sorrow  :  he  took  to 
his  bed,  and  Malcolm  was  soon  his  nurse* 
**  I  have  outlived  my  fcelings  !"  said  the 
poor  man  to  him«  ;    "  I  dare  not  teil  you 
what  are  my  thoughts  at  this  hour ;  but  I 
sometimes think,  it  would  be  sinful  to  sor- 
row, for  the  loss  ofa  woman,  who,   had 
she  lived,  wöuld  have  lired  only  to  have 
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disgraced  herseif.  .  Shf  is  takten  from  the 
evi]  Company  of  those  who  have  perverted 
her  simplicity,  and  m^d^eher  the  laugh  ,of 
tbeir  dissolute  hpursi  But  the;  day.  wiH 
come,  when  they  wiir  remetnber  having 
corrupted  innocence,  and  qiisled  igno-: 
rance  :  her  cause,  and  minc  will  beheard 
at  a  tribunal,  they  will  tremble  to  ap-^ 
proach/*  He  now  determincd  on  his 
.  plans  für  his  future  life,  and  with  his  usual 
munificence  left  his  house  and  furniture  at 
Putney  for  Mrs.  Tomkins's  use  ;  and  he 
has  from  that  time  resided  at  Mr.  Wil- 
son's,  in  Captain  Flint's  descrted  apart- 
ments ;  where^  in  the  comforts  of  a  family 
attached  to  him,  and  in  the  society  of  Mrs. 
Heartley,  who  still  lives  at  the  Abbey,  he 
is  fcheerful  and^contented.  *^  When  you 
know  him/'  continued  Mrs.  Hardcastle, 
**  it  will  not  surprise  you  to  find  him,  treat- 
ed  by  his  friends  with  an  affectioriate 
fondness,  resembling  that  which  is  given 
to   a  cherished  child  ;  but   although  he 
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may  be  called  thc  pest  of  every  House  lic 
frequent^,  such  is  the  genuine  goodness  of 
his  naturc^  that  indulgencc  cannot  make 
him  forward  or.capriciöus.  =  He  docs  not 
cyen  claim^  the  respcct  due  to  his  age  and 
Station  ;  .and  whilst  the  poor  around  him 
regard  him  as  their  tutelary  divinity,  they 
love  him  as  a  neighbour,  and  he  con* 
verses  with  them  like  ohe.  His  loquacity 
will  amuse  you,  for  he  may  be  said  to 
think  aloud ;  and  his  gratitude  to  those 
who,  in  his  own  words,  "  are  kind  to  him/* 
is  displayed  by  the  minutest  attention  to 
their  ease.  Though  he  greatly  prefers  an 
opcn  carriage  to  a  cdach,  he  keeps  one  be- 
cau^  his  ladies  want  it  in  bad  weather  ;" 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  is  not  permitted  to  take 
cold  when  she  goes  to  church,  for  he  in- 
sists  on  using  it  as  a  family  cojtvenienc'e.^^ 

My  recommcndations  were  too  poiverful 
to  be  overiooked  by  Mr.  Sergej  We 
we  were  intimate  friends  in  an  hour  ;  and 
it  has  been  a  source  both  of  satisfaction  and 
cWiosity  to  rnc,  to  profit  from .  the  frank- 
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iiess  and  openness  of  a  mmdsa  uncom- 
mon.  I  lokie  seeiii  that  the  eiicroach- 
ments  of  agc  and  natural  mfirmities  itiay 
finda  barrier,  withöut  tbe  aid  of  philo- 
tophjy  and  that  in  a  cheerful  piciy  a  man 
may  find  a  safc  refuge  from  the  cold  apa^ 
thy  and  queruloas  temper  of  near  fourscör^ 
years^  witbout  otber  aid  than  bis  Bible,  and 
a  good  beart* 

Our  conversations  art  long^  tbougk  dt* 
sultory.    He  frequently,  bowever,  tdks  of 
bis  past  ^rrows  and  troubles*      Speakiog 
of  bis  daughter,  Mrs.  Pairly,  be  observed, 
"  tbat  from  the  time  she  married,  shc  re- 
sembled  a  poor  unfledged  bird,  who  bad 
been  ensnared  within  sight  of  the  nest, 
and  the  wing  whicb  hadcherished  her." 
"Poor  thing,"   added  he,  '^sbe  told  me 
onde  that  her  husband  had  taugbt    her  to 
love  m^."  ^  I   spoke  of  bis  satisfaction  in 
regard  to  Mr,  Willet,   witb  whom  Mr. 
Maclairn  was  so  pleased.     *^  Ycs,"  replied 
be, ''  thank  God,  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  an 
honest  man.    I  do  not  wisb  him4x>  bc  suclv 
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a  gentleman  as  Fairly.  Piain'  clotb  suits 
me,  Mr.  Montrosc  :  I  have  worA  fto  other, 
since^  I  was  born  ;  exccpt  ihe  triitimings 
are,  Hke  Malcolm*s,  of -pure  gold,  thcy 
are  not  ornamental  in  my  opinton :  tinsd 
may  decorate  a  fool,  and  set  oiF  a  knave^ 
whilst  it  last»  ;  but  it  will  be  for  a  very 
little  time.  Mark  what  I  teil  y ou ;  Fairly 
will  die  in  in  a  goal ;  and  bis  wife^  late 
Mrs,  Dangle,  will  want  bread^  and  pity 
into  the  bargain.  But  I  forgive  them  ; 
it  is  my  duty  ;  and  like  all  my  Master's 
burthens,  easy  ;  for  what  should  I  gain 
by  being  unforgiving  ? 

The  other  day  he  with  much  jocularity 
asked  me  whether  the  witnessing  so  much 
of  conjugal  felicity  had  not  put  matrimony 
into  my  head  ?  I  rcplied,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  would  probaWy  stamp  me  a 
batchelor  for  lifc.  "  How  so,"  asked  he, 
**  Why/'  answered  I,  "  I  see  that  in  this 
lottery  of  life,  there  are  some  capital  prizes; 
but  I  am  toö  poor  to  hazard  any  part  of 
my  fiind  of  present  happiness^  lest  I  spend 
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iny  moncy  for  a  blank,  and  I  am  become 
too  ambitious  to  be  contenled  with  a  petty 
prizc/'  Helaugbed,  warning  me,  that  I 
might  change  my  mind;  '*  For  such  things 
,^a  happen,"  continued  he  ;  ^^  at  your  age 
J  was  in  no  hurry  to  marry,  yet-when  turn- 
cd  of  forty,  I  married,  without  Consulting 
my  register,  or  my  rerason.  My  good 
aiinj:  who  lived.with  mc,  perceived,  I  sup- 
pose,  that  I  was  thinking  of  changing  my 
iConditicMi,'  and  &he  was  much  pleased; 
recommending  perpetually  to  my  noticc, 
a  very  worthy  young  woman  of  her  ac- 
quaihtance ;  but  I  know  not  how  it  feli 
out,  aftef  seeing  two  or  three  times  my 
poor,  artless,  good  humoured  Lydia,  I 
was  not  easy  in  my  mind  ;  and  thought 
tny  aunt's  favourite,  Miss  Welldon,  looiced 
of  a  fretful  temper,  and  was  of  too  cere- 
jrionious  a  turn  for  me,  though  she  was 
comely,  and  only  six  and  thirty,  which 
certainly  was  a  more  suitable  age  for  mine, 
and  I  might  haye  been  eomfortable  wi^h 
her,      I  soon  found  that  Lydia  was  too 
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young  a  wife  for  me/*  continued  he, 
•thoughtfully,  "  but  I  loved  her,  and  I 
well  knew  what  kindness  would  do  with 
her.  She  was  contented,  and  all  was 
peace  with  us,  tili  she  was  perveited  by 
bad  Company.  Whenever,  you  marry, 
Mr.  Montrose,  take  care  to  knoiv  what 
Company  the  lady  keeps ;  miich  depends 
"  on  that ;  and  avoid  a  disproportion  in 
ycars  :  there  is  hazard  in  trusting  too 
much,  in  some  cases/' 

He  is  very  curious  in  his  questions  re- 
lative to  my  two  piipils,  who  are  his  fa- 
vourites.  ^^  It  is  all  in  good  time  yet/* 
observed  he,*'  but  we  must  be  careful 
not  to  neglect  our  blessings.  My  grand- 
son,  Jerry,  is  afine  boy,  and  httle  William 
very  active  and  promising.  Their  mother 
is  an  excelient  nurise,  and  Mrs.  Maclairn 
was  quitc  surpfised  at  sceing  her  a  notable 
housewife.  She  has  becn  favoured,  Mn 
Montrose.  There  is  a  curate  and .  his 
wife  near  them,  that  are  invaluable  to 
tbcse  young  peqple ;  aofd  I  wiU  take  care 
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Ihat  thelr  goodnöS^  shall  not  be  lost.  But 
ßoör  Lydia  tnust  not  bc  trusted  with  my 
boys  too  long.  Happily  shc.vpromises  to 
bc  a  ^^  fruitful  vine."  So  thc  nursing  will 
be  tränsferred.  I  mean  to  give  my  chil- 
•dren  a  good  educatioriy  Mr.  Montrose^  It 
ahall  not  be  my  fault^  if  they  lack  know«> 
Ipdge.  I  cannot  rcproach  in  y seif  with 
b^ving  wilfuUy  neglected  my  duty  ;  but 
with  a  more  eolarged  ktiowledge  I  might 
havc  performed  it  bctter,  and  shuiined 
many  crrors  in  conduct.  I  bare,  of  late, 
bcen  6f  opinion^  that  I  bad^  in  comnionL 
with  other  men  better  instructcd,  a  capa- 
city  that  might  have  been  improved  by 
learniiig ;  and  I  will  teil  you  the  reasoa 
for  this  seeming  presumption/*  added  he^ 
suddenly  stopping  and  facing  me  ;  "  it  is 
this:  that,  although  I  cannot- talk,  nor 
argue  like  you,  and  our  fiiends.  within, 
jnet  I  very  often  comprcheni  the  drift  of 
your  discourse^  and.  am  cntertaincd  by 
your  dtbates."  .  Before  I  /could  make  any 
answer  to   this  öhserration,,  Mn  Hard- 
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Castle  called  him^  and  reminded  hitn  of 
the  dann^/iess  of  the  evening,  adding, 
that  he  was  waited  for  at  the  loo-table* 
He  noddcd  in  sign  of  obedience,  and 
Said  to  me,  "  you  may  think  I  am  vain, 
but  I  must  teil  you,  that  I  perceive  what 
has  bröught  pam  into  favour  here  ;  I  sec 
all  the  kindncss  of  their  good  hcarts  !  It 
is  well  for  me  that  I  know  that  my 
debts  of  gralitude  will  bc  dischargcd  in 
füll  by  One  who  is  able  to  pay  them.'* 
Hc  entered  the  house,  and  with  bustling 
checrfulness  claimed  his  privilcge  of  sit- 
ting  ncxt  Mrs.  Hardcastle. 

Should  thesc  touches  of  my  pcncil  be 
judgcd  injurious  tö  a  portrait  already  so 
faithfully  delineated  by  a  mofc  skillfuj 
band,  I  have  only  to  request  the  censurer 
to  place  the  mi stake,  and  others  as  glaring, 
to  my  account,  and  to  separate  them  from 
the  labours  of  a  copyist,  whose  sole  merit 
is  confined  to  a  diligent  and  honest  -p^x^ 
pose ;  and  whose  simplicity  of  heart  has, 
in   the  presence  of  the   unlearn^d  Mr. 
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Serge,  a  hundrcd  tVmes  pronounGcd,  that 
learning  woidd  not  have  added  onc  line  to 
his  dtature. 

"  An  honest  man's  the  noblest  VFork  of  God." 

,    It  is  now  moro  than  thrcc  years  since 
tny  manuscript   has   becn  in  my  wridng 
dcsk»     Already  has  time  shadöwed  ofF  a 
portion  of  those  vivid  colours,  with  which 
niy  picture  of  Farefjeld  Hall  then  glarcd. 
The  d^ath  of  Lady  Maclairn  this  spring, 
has  saddened   every  heart;  whilst,   from 
her  dying  lessons  änd  calm  resignation, 
have  resulted  a  consplation  which  all  have 
found  useful.     Sir  Murdoch  yielded  to 
Mrs.  Hardcastle's  entreatics,  to  join  ber 
in   London   soon   after    this  mclancholy 
cvent.     Again  has  she  been.to  him  the 
^'  angel  of  peace,*'    and,    with   renewed 
health   and  spirits,    he  accompanied  the 
family  to  Heathcot  in  June. 
.     It  is  atHeathcot,  according  to  Sir  Mur- 
doch's  opinion,  that  Mrs,  Hardcastle  must 
be  Seen,  in  order  to  be  justly  viewed.     I 
tlünk  as  he  docs ;  for^  it  is  here,  and  here 
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Ofllj';,  that  thc  vivacity  arid  brilliaricy  of 
her  mind,  appeax .  to  yield  to  the  satis-* 
factions  of  her  heart.  She  is  always  amia- 
ble ;  but  at  Heathcot.  &he  is  more  placid^ 
more  afFectionate,  and,  to  use  her  own 
words,  "  never  frotn  home."  '    ^ 

I  conceived,  that  this  was  the  scason  for 
renewing  ijiy  petition  relative  to  her  and 
Mr.  Hardcastle's  letteirs.     I  could  not  suc- 
ceed.     She   saw  that  I  was  disappointed. 
*'  Be  comforted/'  said   she   smiling ;  '^  I 
will,  if  you^lease,  formally  announce  to 
the  public,  what  will   satisfy   half  your 
readers,  as  well  as  the  best  written   love 
letters  extant.     I  can  assert,  that  Horacc 
Hardcastle  is  still  obstinate  in  error  ;  and 
that  he  yet  worships  the  idol  formed   by 
his  own  hand ;  an  acquaintance  with   its 
defects,  serves  only  to  augment  his  attach- 
ment, for  he  pretends  to   find,  even   in 
these,  grounds  for  his   faith  and  motives 
for  his  love," 

♦*'  But  do  yoü   not  see  ?"  observed  I^ 
^'  hovv  much  my  moral  must  lose  in  its 
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moral  cksign^  by  the  Omission  of  such  let- 
ters as  yours  astd  .Mr.  Har4castle'a  ?  A 
passion  built  on  so  noble  a  basis  !"~-— • 
3he  intcrraptcd  me;  *^  Enough  has  ap- 
pcared^**  said  she,  **  tö  jusiify  my  pre- 
ference  and  affection  for  niy  hüsband.  M y 
prmctplc  of  conduct  is  at  the  service  of  my 
sex.  The  young  caiinot  $dopt  a  better. 
The  moment  they  know>  that  every  ap- 
proach  to  vice  and  libertinism  is  contagi- 
öus,  they  will  shun  them,  however  deco- 
rated ;  and  when  they  know,  that  by 
marrying  a  fool,  their  own  gold  will  be 
mingled  with  an  alloy  which  must  sink  its 
▼alue  and  obscure  its  brightncss,  they 
will  be  safe,  and  preserve  a  heart  worthy 
of  agood  husband." 

*^  I  cannot  help  having  my  fears,"  said 
I,  rising,  somewhat  disconifited,  and  tak- 
ing  up  my  manuscript-     **  It  is  so  unlike 

the  populär  novels  of  the  day." '*  What 

should   you  fear?'-  replied  she,  with  ea- 
gerness.     «^  Why,  misses,  in  their  teens 
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write  novels  and  publish  thera.  They 
make  nothing  of  it."  I  laughcd,  and 
gravely  wished,  thati  had  theiryouthand 
attractions  to  plead  for  my  foUy  and  i^il« 
ures.  *^  Nonsense/'  cried  sbe,  laughing 
in  her  turn,  I  wrs  speaking  of  their  cou-- 
ragey  not  of  their  Performance«.  Imitate 
them,  at^east  in  your  good  opinion,  of- 
your  own  talents;  and  should  you,  like 
them,  find  you  haye  over-ratcd  your  abi- 
lities,  settle  the  business,  like  our  friend 
Sancho  Panza ;  and  say>  '^  que  Sancbo 
^cüyer  cru  bieh  aussi  vite  eaParadis,  que 
Sancho  gouverneur." .  My  fatbcr,  and 
the  mother  of  this  familj ,  as  you  justly  Stile 
Mrs.  Allen,  wish  you  to  print  your  work. 
They  tliink  your  secret  worth  knowing, 
and  we  admire  the  skill  and  discretion, 
with  which  you  have  contrived  to  divulgc 
it,  with  usefulncss  to  all,  and  without 
vrounding  any.  I  bowed,  and  have  obeyed* 

F  I  N  I  S. 
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